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CONGRESSMAN MALONEY TO SPEAK AT 2018 CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
BY LESLIE GREEN

Federation’s 2018 campaign kickoff  will be held at the 
Powelton Club in Newburgh New York. This yearly 
event celebrates our loyal donors and volunteers and 

honors individuals who have made a diff erence in the Jewish 
Community of Orange County. The event will take place 
on Sunday, October 22nd from 3-5PM. A light meal will be 
catered by Itai Azulay of Sova Kosher Caterers.
We are excited to announce that Congressman Sean Patrick 
Maloney will be our featured speaker. Representative 

Maloney has served as the U.S. 
Representative for New York's 18th 
Congressional District since 2013. 
Born in Quebec, and raised in 
nearby Hanover, New Hampshire, 
he earned his Bachelor of Arts and 
Juris Doctor from the University 
of Virginia. He entered politics 
as a volunteer for Bill Clinton's 
presidential campaigns, and later 
served as his senior West Wing 

adviser and White House Staff  Secretary. After the Clinton 
Administration, he served as the First Deputy Secretary to New 
York Governors Eliot Spitzer and David Paterson.
The event will feature a performance by the Hudson Opera 
Theatre String Quartet. Their selections will include music 
composed and originally performed during WWII in the Jewish 
concentration camp in Terezin, in occupied Czechoslovakia. 
Our honorees for this event 
have worked diligently and 
generously on behalf of our 
Jewish community.
Joan & Joe Birnbaum have 
lived in Monroe since 1954, 
where Joe set up an optometry 
practice and together they 

parented three wonderful children who gifted them with six 
grandsons. Joe became the Monroe Temple President and a life 
member of the board. Joan served as the Temple treasurer for 
17 years and holds a position as a honorary life member of the 
board. The Birnbaums have been members of Federation since 
its inception where Joe went on to become the President and is 
now a Life Member of the Federation Board. The Birnbaums 
feel fortunate to have raised their family in a spiritually 
inviting, and vital Jewish environment and feel blessed that 
their six grandsons were the benefi ciaries of their parent’s 
exposure to the warmth and vitality of the Jewish community 
their grandparents helped create.
Abbe and Joe Distelburger reside in Goshen and are 

Associate Brokers at Keller 
Williams Realty,  where Joe is 
a partner. He is also President 
of Distelburger Livestock 
Sales.  Fleeing Nazi Germany 
in 1938, Joe’s parents settled 
in Middletown, joined Temple 
Sinai and became an integral 
part of the Jewish community. 

Abbe grew up in Baltimore and moved to Orange County when 
she married Joe. Both their parents instilled a strong sense of 
tradition and Jewish community involvement. They are proud 
that they have successfully transmitted that commitment and 
passion for Judaism to their children, Eric, an attorney at Jones 
Day in NYC and Betsy, a Physician’s Assistant at Mt. Sinai. 
Joe is a member of  numerous committees at Temple Sinai, 
having served 2 terms as president there. He has served as 
a volunteer for Federation in many capacities. Abbe joined 
the Board of Federation in 2002  and has served in many 
capacities, including secretary, Vice President and President of 
the Board.

Susan and George Levy arrived in Newburgh in 1983, when 
George joined Finkelstein & Partners, 
where he is now a senior trial partner. 
They immediately became active in 
the Jewish community, always quick 
to volunteer in any capacity. George 
has been training volunteers for over 
25 years while Susan raises funds at 
Federation’s yearly Super Sunday 
event. George served two terms as 
President of Temple Beth Jacob and 
continues to lend his musical talent to 

services. Susan also served as President of TBJ, was involved 
in the operation of their Judaica shop and Co-President of 
Noar Hadassah. George serves on the Board of the Greater 
Newburgh Symphony Orchestra and continues as the voiceover 
talent for Jacoby & Meyers and Finklestein & Partners. Susan 
and George have two children and three grandchildren. Their 
daughter Allyson, an independent radio promoter, is  married 
to Joshua Greenstein who is VP of the Israeli Wine Producers 
Association. Their son Ross is Director of Youth Engagement 
at Main Line Reform Temple in Philadelphia and is married to 
Cantor Amy Levy.
For more than 40 years, Federation has been meeting the 
needs of the community. With our donors’ partnership we will 
continue to ensure a vibrant future for our children and our 
children’s children. In dozens of ways, your gift will work to 
strengthen Jewish life in Orange County, Israel, and over 70 
countries. Your donation can help a child build the foundation 
of a lifelong identity at Jewish summer camp. You can help us 
to work to fi ght growing Anti-Semitism and intolerance. And 
you can make sure our youth stay connected to their heritage 
and to Israel.
Donors who commit to a $500 pledge for 2018 are invited to 
attend. Please RSVP to sharon@jewishorangeny.org. 

The Jewish Federation is pleased to announce it has 
received a major gift of $50,000 to create a new 
Fund to Combat Local Anti-Semitism in Orange 

County. The Zachor Fund, named in remembrance of the 
six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, has been 
established in response to a disturbing and growing trend 
in Anti-Semitic incidences in Orange County since the 
fall 2016. Since then, there have been multiple incidents 
involving students across the county from harassment, 
intimidation and bullying at schools, to distribution 
of hate propaganda using school listserves and the 
desecration of Jewish burial grounds.  These trends 
mirror increases nationwide and represent a real threat to 
our civil liberties and Jewish communal life generally.
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County has 
developed a multi-pronged strategy to combat Anti-
Semitism and is working closely with the Warwick 
School District to roll out a series of programs and 
initiatives in 2017/18 that will raise awareness of these 

issues, promote discussion and understanding, and 
transform school cultures.  The activities will include, 
but are not limited to, professional development trainings 
for educators, school assemblies and the creation of 
a Stop Hate media campaign.  Our goal is to create a 
model program in Warwick that can be shared with other 
school districts in the county.
In addition, under the direction of the Jewish 
Federation’s Community Relations Council, we are 
pleased to announce a special community lecture by 
Mark Potok who is a nationally recognized expert on 
hate groups and a former senior fellow at the Southern 
Poverty Law Center.  This program will take place on 
Sunday, November 5th at 3:00pm at the Newburgh Free 
Academy, North Campus.  There is no admission charge, 
though for security reasons, reservations are required at 
jewishorangeny.org. This event is made possible with a 
grant from the Kaplan Family Foundation. 
Finally, on the evening of Yom Hashoah, April 11, 

2018, the Jewish Federation is planning a county-wide 
Day of  Education, that will be open to all public, 
private and parochial school faculties and students. 
This event will feature lectures and workshops on the 
Holocaust and related themes.  The event will take place 
at Washingtonville High School from 4pm-8pm. The 
program is free. Reservations will be required for all 
participants in advance. Please check our website for 
future updates.
For more information or to contribute to the Jewish 
Federation’s Zachor Fund, please contact Suzanne Leon, 
Executive Director at 845-562-7860 or Suzanne@
jewishorangeny.org.
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WE ARE ONE, the newspaper of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County, is published online 
three times a year and is available at 
temples, libraries, YMCAs, doctors’ 
offi  ces, and other locations throughout 
Orange County. It can also be viewed 
on our website, JewishOrangeNY.org

WE ARE ONE does not accept 
ads or copy that we perceive to be 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, Holocaust-
denying or in any way defamatory 
to the Jewish people. We reserve the 
right to reject an advertisement that 
is detrimental to any organization, 
institution, individual, or contrary to 
the interest of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County. 

For more information regarding 
advertising opportunities, or to 
contribute a story, letter or photo, 
please follow our submission 
guidelines in the news section of our 
website, JewishOrangeNY.org

Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
to build a strong Jewish community that 
enriches people’s lives, helps those in 
need, and embraces all Jewish families. 
With member support, our recipient 
organizations in Orange County help 
thousands of people here at home and 
through the Jewish Federations of North 
America, aid Jewish communities at 
risk in Israel and around the world. 
For additional information, visit 
JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
online please contact our offi  ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
Federation mission are appreciated. 

THE NEW YEAR IS COMING! THE NEW YEAR IS COMING!
BY RABBI  PHILIP WEINTRAUB
RABBI’S CORNER

It may feel like summer, but for us, the time to REPENT is
NOW!  How often do we use that language?  Why do we 
need to repent?  We are generally good people.  We try hard.  

We try to be nice to our families, our friends, and even those 
who are not so nice to us.  Why are our rabbis and prayerbooks 
giving us the guilt trip?  
On my phone I have too many alerts.  I get buzzed for texts, 
emails, calls, news, etc., etc.  They interrupt my day and cause 
me to momentarily change course.  They sometimes distract me 
from the people in front of me.  For this, I need to repent!  First 
I need to repent to the people in front of me.  I have to apologize 
for thinking that the person on the phone is more important than 
the person with me.  Second I must apologize to God.  What 
does God have to do with my answering my phone while in 
the presence of someone else??   In all of us is the image of 
God.  When we disrespect the person in front of us, we are also 
showing disrespect to the Holy One!
Don’t worry. We have a simple solution.  Confession!  Wait, I 
didn’t know Jews did that.  Confessing to your rabbi might make 
you emotionally feel better, but it doesn’t solve the problem.  
Instead, we have to confess to the person we sinned against 
AND THEN we talk to the Holy One.  The time leading up to 
Rosh Hashanah and then the Ten Days from then to Yom Kippur 
are great times to off er these words of contrition.

This is called t’shuvah, which while commonly translated as 
repentance, is really returning.  When we correct our behavior, 
we are returning to our ideal selves.  How will you return to 
yourself this year?  How will you reach a higher spiritual plane?  
How will you fi nd love and healing?  Open your mouth, change 
your behavior and join us at shul.  The holidays are coming; it’s 
time to repent, repent and sin no more! (Or at least try to cut 
back!)  See you soon, I hope!

ABOUT RABBI WEINTRAUB
While originally a New Yorker, with parents from 
Brooklyn and Queens, Rabbi Weintraub grew 
up in the suburbs of Atlanta, GA. Being asked 
regularly to explain Jewish ideas and prac  ces, 
he was inspired to become a rabbi. He was very 
fortunate to meet his wife, Rebecca, a na  ve Long 
Islander, at Simchat Torah fes  vi  es at JTS, where 
she was mee  ng friends from Camp Ramah in the 
Berkshires. They are now the proud parents of 
two beau  ful girls.

J  G   - “A   B , F  H ” 
S , N  12 , 2017, 2PM

C  A  I

E  P   - “B  R ”
S , F  11 , 2018, 2PM 

C  A  I

A hilarious and insightful memoir about one New York City Millennial’s journey to 
fi nd herself, her dream career, and true love, all while juggling a truly unique job as 
the world’s only professional bridesmaid. Fresh, funny, and surprisingly sweet, the 
book is an entertaining reminder that even if you don’t have everything together, you 
can still be a total boss or, at the very least, a BFF to another girl in need.

These programs are FREE and open to the en  re community. 
Please call 845-562-5604 to RSVP or for more informa  on.

A N  P  B  T  J  
F   O  C  S

An alternative history of downwardly mobile Jews, this book 
exposes the seamy underbelly of pre-WWII New York and Warsaw 
the two major centers of Yiddish culture in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. With true stories of Jewish drunks, thieves, 
murderers, wrestlers, psychics, and beauty queens, all plucked from 
the pages of the Yiddish dailies, Eddy Portnoy introduces us to the 
Jews whose follies and foibles were fodder for urban gossip before 
winding up at the bottom of bird cages or as wrapping for dead 
fi sh. One part Isaac Bashevis Singer, one part Jerry Springer, this 
irreverent, unvarnished, and frequently hilarious compendium of 
stories provides a window into an unknown Yiddish world that was.



These are unquestionably diffi  cult times. There has been a signifi cant
uptick in Anti-Semitic acts and rhetoric, culminating in the recent atrocities
in Charlottesville.

What can we do? I believe it is incumbent on all of us to speak out, either
literally or fi guratively, against hate. We must not be silent. We must all
condemn the vitriol and we must stand together with others who are targets of
racism, xenophobia and hate.
In April, 1940, Germany's Nazi government invaded its peaceful neighbor,
Denmark. During the course of the Nazi occupation, and especially after 1942,
the Nazis tried to institute a program whereby the Jews would be segregated from
their neighbors and fellow Danes in anticipation of shipping them off  to the
extermination camps.
Although the story about his wearing a yellow star is apparently apocryphal,
it accurately represents the fact that King Christian X and the Danish Parliament
constantly and consistently resisted all eff orts made by the Nazi regime to
segregate, isolate and transport Danish Jews to the death camps. That is the
primary reason that all but several hundred Danish Jews escaped destruction
during World War II.
Leadership matters. It makes a huge diff erence in how we either rescue or
persecute our friends, our neighbors and all of our fellow inhabitants of this
planet, those human beings of every race and creed. While we are clearly the
target, and often the primary target, we must stand up for tolerance and
acceptance.
We, at JFOGOC, stand ready to move forward with our hearts and hands to
combat hate in a variety of ways. We recognize that Anti-Semitism is present in our
county and that we have a mandate to deal with it. Jews in Orange County have to
deal with security issues and Federation is involved. We have participated in a
training session on Emergency Preparedness, and are working with JFNA's
Community Security Action Network as well.

Our big news moving forward is that we have received a major gift,
earmarked to create a Fund to Combat Local Antisemitism. Federation will be
partnering with the Warwick School District to present programs and initiatives
over the upcoming school year. We are hopeful that these programs will serve as a
model for other programs in other districts. In addition, our Community Relations
Council (CRC), a Federation committee, has exciting plans for the year. In
November, Federation will be hosting Mark Potok, the former senior fellow at the
Southern Poverty Leadership Center. The CRC is also arranging and hosting a
Symposium for Teachers and Teens entitled "From Bystander to Upstander" in the
spring. These events will also be partially funded through our new Fund to
Combat Local Antisemitism.
We need you. We need all of you, to become involved, to speak out, to stand up for 
good, to speak tolerance and to rally against hate where ever and whenever it occurs. 
Federation needs you. Your contributions of time and money keep us going, keep us 
strong and keep us vigilant as we stand against hate.
As the summer draws to a close, I wish you all a peaceful, happy, healthy and sweet 
New Year. L'Shanah Tovah.

As the seasons turn, and our focus reverts from summer to fall, I am reminded 
about the importance of being in community. Elul is a time to refl ect on 
the past year in thought and deed and to understand more fully the power 

and impact of our individual being and choices.  It is also a time to refl ect on our 
relationship to God, to each other, and to all living things. 
Here at the Jewish Federation, 5777 was a year of new beginnings. We now have new 
professional and lay leadership to build on the exceptional work of the past decades. 
We are focused on strategically repositioning the organization to become more 
impactful in its mission and transparent and accountable to its members. Our goal is 
to improve the quality of life for the Jewish residents of Orange County and to serve 
those in need.  At the top of our agenda for 5778 are communal security and combatting 
Anti-Semitism, access to quality Jewish education and engagement programs, investing 
in local synagogues and Jewish agencies and strengthening our connection to Israel, 
which is celebrating its 70th anniversary in 2018. In each of these areas, we will be 
introducing new initiatives and programs to accomplish this important and timely work.  
Over the past year, I have had the pleasure of getting to know some of you and have 
been inspired by your commitment to Judaism and the Jewish Federation.  I want to 
thank each and every one of you, our Federation family, for supporting us in this time 
of organizational change.   

Across the United States, and particularly in rural communities such as ours, the Jewish 
communal landscape is changing.  In order to meet these challenges, we need to think 
and act a little diff erently.  We need you to help us chart a new course. The more deeply 
committed you are, the better the outcome for all of us. Beginning in November, I will 
have open offi  ce hours Tuesdays 10am-12pm. Please drop in and share your ideas, 
concerns or just schmooze over a cup of coff ee. I’d love to hear from you.   Together, 
we can accomplish great things in 5778 and beyond. 
L’Shana Tova U’Metukah!

                                                                             ABOUT SUZANNE LEON
    Ms. Leon resides with her husband, Dennis, 
    and son, Samuel, in the Hudson Valley. 
    The family enjoys travel, hiking, and the 
    outdoors, as well as the arts and Jewish culture.

Contact Suzanne Leon - suzanne@jewishorangeny.org
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“DO NOT SEPARATE YOURSELF FROM THE COMMUNITY”
              -MISHNAH   
BY SUZANNE LEON
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

SPEAK OUT AGAINST HATE
BY CARLA WISE
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

ABOUT CARLA WISE

Born and raised in New York City, Carla Wise moved to
Orange County as a young adult, taught special educa  on 
at Orange Ulster BOCES, and raised two wonderful 
children here. A  er staying home for a few years, Carla 
returned to teaching at Goshen High School, and then le   
teaching for law school. Now the grandmother of four, 
Carla has been a matrimonial and family law a  orney for
over 25 years, is a member of Temple Sinai, has been on
the Federa  on Board for over 10 years and now serves as 
president.
Contact Carla Wise -  wiseowl6@gmail.com

We wish to thank our Orange County friends for their generous contribu  ons to JFNA’S Hurricane Harvey Disaster Relief Fund

Paul & Linda Bauer 
Howard Bloom
Linda and Mar  n Dlugatz 
Sherri Donnell 
Roslyn Donofrio 
Elaine Fried 
Lisa Friedman

A Goldberg 
Jerome Goldberg 
Gail Green 
Judy Green 
Nava Herzog
Howard Ingber 
Ava and Larry Kravitz 

Gwen Lerman 
Gail Liebschner 
Alyse Matsil 
Paul Pomerantz 
Judy Ronay 
Naomi Sagiv 
Sally and Mark Schulberg 

Marilyn Schwartz 
Jon Shafran
Penny Shirazi 
Terri Small 
Harriet Spevack 
Gail Sullivan
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Films will be shown at 8PM at The Monroe Theater, 34 Millpond Pkwy. 
Suggested dona  on $10 per adult, children 14 and under are free. 

Please consider sponsoring the Jewish Film Fes  val! 
Personal and Business sponsors needed!

Go here: jewishorangeny.org/2017FilmFes  valSponsorship       
M
S , N  11
Within Brooklyn’s ultra-orthodox Jewish community, a widower battles 
for custody of his son. A tender drama performed entirely in Yiddish, the 
fi lm intimately explores the nature of faith and the price of parenthood.
Yiddish with English subtitles, 82 minutes

“...Here is a fi lm dedicated to recognizing our most common 
obstacles, its quiet storytelling largely accompanied by those 
feelings at the bottom of anyone’s gut: guilt, shame, defeat. 
‘Menashe’ is a gorgeous ode to everyone’s inner screw-up.”  
                                                                                   - Roger Ebert

A ’  S
S , N  18
Izak Szewelwicz was born in the 
Bergen-Belsen displaced persons 
camp in 1945 and sent for adoption 
in Israel. Decades ago, Izak found 
and formed a relationship with his 
birth mother, but was told that his 
father had died in the war. In 2013, 
everything he knew changed when 
he tracked down his adoption fi les and uncovered that his father was alive 
after the war and divorced his mother. Seeking more answers, Izak located his birth 
certifi cate in Germany. He was shocked to discover another birth certifi cate of a brother
he never knew existed. Hebrew with English subtitles, 95 minutes

Winner – Jury Prize for Best Documentary, 2017 Atlanta Jewish Film Festival 
Winner – Audience Award, 2017 Miami Jewish Film Festival 
Winner – Audience Award, 2016 Tel Aviv’s DocAviv International Film Festival 

T  W ’  B
S , D  2

When the women’s balcony in an 
Orthodox synagogue collapses, it 
leaves the rabbi’s wife in a coma 
and the rabbi in shock. Charismatic 
young Rabbi David appears to be a 
savior after the accident, but slowly 
starts pushing his fundamentalist 
ways and tries to take control. 
This tests the women’s friendships 
and creates a rift between the 
community’s women and men.

Hebrew with English subtitles 96 minutes 

New York Times & Los Angeles Times critics pick!
Israel’s #1 Film of the Year! Nominated for 5 Israeli Academy Awards
Winner - Audience Award New Jersey Jewish Film Festival 2017

“C   W    I  O : 
A J  A   P   S  C ”

D  J
S , D  17 , 2017

A   2017-2018 L  F  S  S  

David Jaff e is a rabbi, writer and social worker. He’s organized homeless men in San Francisco, built refugee 
camps in Eastern Congo and reconnected Boston’s suburban Jewish community to its urban roots through 
social justice partnerships. He is a nationally recognized practitioner and teacher of Mussar, the school of 
applied Jewish spirituality and ethics. Chanukah candle lighting and reception to follow.

D  F    “T  B  S ”
S , M  18 , 2018

N  L   “E    R ”
S , J  21 , 2018

“A human being is part of the whole called by 
us ‘Universe,’ a part limited in time and space. 
He experiences himself as something separate 
from the rest - a kind of optical delusion of his 
consciousness.” When Rabbi Naomi Levy read this 
poignant letter by Einstein it shook her to her core. 
Levy leads us on a breathtaking journey full of 
insight empathy and humor, challenging us to wake 
up and heed the voice beckoning us to become who 
were born to be. Named in Newsweek’s top 50 

rabbis in America she’s appeared on Oprah Today NPR and was featured in Parade Self TIME 
and Good Housekeeping. Naomi was in the fi rst class of women to enter JTS Seminary.

The nearly unbelievable story of ghetto 
residents who rescued thousands of rare 
books and manuscripts, fi rst from the Nazis 
and then from the Soviets, by hiding them 
on their bodies burying them in bunkers 
and smuggling them across borders. It is a 
tale of heroism and resistance, of friendship 
and romance, and of unwavering devotion, 
including the readiness to risk one’s life to 
literature and art. Based on Jewish German 

and Soviet documents, including diaries, letters, memoirs, and the author’s interviews with 
several of the story’s participants, The Book Smugglers chronicles the daring activities of a 
group of poets turned partisans and scholars turned smugglers in Vilna.

A       3   T  S . T       
L  F ,         .
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A journey I’ll never forget. A life-changing 
experience. These are only two ways to describe 
my 5-week trip in the Czech Republic, Poland, 

and Israel.
On this trip I joined a huge collection of other Jewish 
teens like me to visit historical Jewish sites and 
experience the culture of these places. Being with so 
many other Jewish teenagers was so cool because there 
aren’t many Jewish teens in my area, let alone, Jews 
period. Not only was being with so many American Jews 
so amazing, but when I arrived In Israel, it was a feeling 
unlike any other. People told me it would be a truly 
special feeling being in a country where the majority 
of people are Jewish. Man, were they more than right! 
Between being in the small villages and big cities, I had 
a fi rst-hand view and was a part of this culture. A part of 
the trip was that 6 Israeli teens would join my group of 
about 25 kids for a week. They went everywhere with 
us, ate with us, did everything with us, we even roomed 
with them. Learning about their views and interests was 
certainly a highlight of the trip.
Throughout the trip I learned so much Jewish history 
and visited so many sites. I was fascinated at what I was 
seeing and learning each day. It was amazing knowing 
that I was standing where important history happened. 
Sometimes it was very depressing thinking about how 
people died where I was, such as Auschwitz. That alone 
was an emotional experience, but I’m glad I saw it. 
Jerusalem was one of my favorite places because there 
was so much to see and learn. One thing I will always 
remember happened when I was walking through the 
streets of the Old City. I saw a huge group of people 
celebrating a boy’s Bar Mitzvah on the side of the road, 
something I’ve never seen before.

It was shocking to see how such a small country could 
be so diverse. There are so many diff erent landscapes of 
Israel with many diff erent features and things to off er. I 
saw dozens of breath-taking views. Hiking and camping 
out in the Negev Desert was one of my favorite parts of 
the trip and changed me for the better. I am not much of 
a camper. I don’t camp much. But in the Negev desert, 
we had no electricity, no phone service, slept in sleeping 
bags on the hard rocks, and could barely see. But I loved 
every second of it. It was so amazing sleeping under 
the stars while the cool breeze went by, lying down 
next to all my friends. I climbed Mt. Shlomo, which, if 
you don’t know, is a huge mountain in the Negev with 
a view of 4 countries. Waking up incredibly early for 
a few days and preparing meals with each other, was 
such a unifying and unique experience. Swimming in 
the beautiful Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, and Dead Sea 
were all so nice. Swimming, or should I say fl oating, in 
the Dead Sea was something unlike any other.
None of this once-in-a-lifetime trip would have been 
remotely possible if it weren’t for the Jewish Federation 
and the Blinkoff  Family. I will be forever grateful. My 
appreciation goes out to everyone who helped make this 
trip possible for me and helped me get on it. It was a 
dream come true and an experience I’ll never forget.
Logan Murillo is 16 years old and going into 11th grade at Newburgh 
Free Academy. Logan’s family is affi  liated with Temple Beth Jacob 
and Congrega  on Agudas Israel in Newburgh, as well as Chabad of 
Eastern Orange County in New Windsor. Logan is ac  ve in his Jewish 
community. The Murillo family lives in New Windsor.

MY ISRAEL JOURNEY
BY LOGAN MURILLO
2017 JACK & JESSICA BLINKOFF SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

LEFT: 
The front building of 
Auschwitz II-Birkenau 
Concentra  on Camp in 
Poland

BELOW: 
Logan, a  er riding a 
camel while staying in 
the Bedouin Tents in the 
Negev Desert

BELOW FAR LEFT: 
View of Tel-Aviv

BELOW CENTER: 
View of the Old City, 
Jerusalem with the 
Golden Dome and the 
Western Wall

BELOW RIGHT:
Logan and two friends
in the Mediterranean 
Sea a  er a long bike ride

FEDERATION SCHOLARSHIPS MADE SUMMER CAMP A REALITY FOR 17 CHILDREN
Statistics have shown that a attending a Jewish summer camp will strengthen a child’s sense of Jewish identity.

These are the families we helped this summer, some of whom have shared their pictures. 

Not pictured: 
Barbara Taubes - URJ Mitzvah Corps Jaida & Zachary Smatt - Six Points Sports Academy Jacob Forman - USY Classis Wheels
Amy Heimowitz - URJ Kutz Camp  Jillian & Ethan Meyers - Six Points Sports Academy Steven Tirado - Camp L’man Achai

Hannah Weintraub - Ramah Day Camp

Above: Jacob Shinder(in hat) - 
Six Points SciTech

Le  : Samuel Launer(center) - 
Tranquility Camp

 Right: Noa Snyder -  
 Ramah Day Camp

Sam & Nathaniel Maddalena - Six Points Sports

Jacob & Allison Teshome - Crane Lake

Hannah Shinder - Camp Harlam
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WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY PRESENTS
A SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN THE GARDEN WITH ORLI AUSLANDER
BY PAM SHANKER

On Sunday, July 23rd, Dr. Leslie Green opened her home to over 35 women in 
Orange County to hear author and illustrator Orli Auslander discuss her new 
publication. 

I Feel Bad: All Day. Every Day. (Random House, 2017) is a compilation of over 200 
illustrations that Ms. Auslander created to explore the psychology of guilt and shame she 
felt in everyday situations. The local author fi rst spoke about her background and family, 
having been raised in a traditional Jewish home in London by Middle Eastern parents. 
In her early twenties, she moved to New York where she devoted herself to her art and 
married author Shalom Auslander, whose writings are also notably written from a Jewish 
perspective.  A lively conversation ensued with program attendees interested to know 
more about Ms. Auslander’s perspective where she duly noted that “Guilt is not limited 
to Jewish women, rather men and women of all faiths feel guilt.” 
 

Right: 
Author Orli Auslander

Below far le  , l-r :
Federa  on Execu  ve Director, 
Suzanne Leon, Federa  on 
President, Carla Wise, Dr. Leslie 
Green and Orli Auslander

Below center: 
Dr. Green’s lovely garden

The recent events in Charlottesville left us all 
reeling. Watching hate groups bubble up and 
spew Anti-Semitic and racist lines in the national 

spotlight under the guise of fi rst amendment rights was 
heartbreaking. 
When I was younger an event like this would make me 
want to go underground, lick my wounds and quietly 
wait for those hate symbols to march on their way before 
reappearing and owning my Judaism in any public 
capacity. I was scared.
I am not scared anymore.
I know the only way to combat this is to show up and 
fi ght. First, I joined the board of Jewish Federation 
whose work was helping to combat stereotypes and now 
I am the program director for The Newburgh Jewish 
Community Center which is the welcome offi  ce for All 
Access.  
Our community is strong. We need to be stronger, still.
Right now, unique to this community, The Jewish 
Federation is off ering something called the All Access 
Pass to households/individuals in Orange County. A 
$100 purchase is good for one full year of benefi ts 
including free event passes, “Ask a Rabbi” sessions 
where you can ask (almost) anything, High Holiday 
passes from participating synagogues and much more. 
Whether you are culturaly, socialy or spiritualy Jewish 
there is a place for YOUR Judaism here in Orange 
County. 
All Access Pass is here. Sign up today! Simply visit 
jewishorangeny.org/AllAccessPass to register. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Congregation Agudas Israel, Newburgh 
-Guest High Holiday tickets
-Private meeting with Rabbi Philip
 Weintraub
-Welcome to weekly services followed by our kiddush
-Simcha Shabbat once monthly celebrating congregation 
birthdays and anniversaries with a lavish kiddush lunch    
-Two complementary invitations to a monthly Friday 
night Shabbat dinner
Congregation B’Nai Torah, Greenwood Lake 
-All Access members may attend any event
Congregation Eitz Chaim, Monroe
-All Access members may attend any event
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County
-Two complementary tickets to the Film Festival
-Two complementary admissions to a Big Nosh/Jewish 
Food Experience event
Monroe Temple Beth El, Monroe
-Complementary guest attendance at our Little Latkes 
Shabbat program which includes dinner
-Complementary guest attendance at our Shabbat Shirim 
which includes dinner.
Newburgh Jewish Community Center, Newburgh    
-Passover potluck
-Fall Mixer
-Free orientation to All Access program
Temple Beth Jacob, Newburgh
-$100 for fi rst year of religious school (save $400)    
-30 minute Q&A with Rabbi Larry Freedman

-High Holidays are free -- must RSVP in advance
Temple Beth Shalom, Florida
-Free HHD tickets
-Free admission to our Passover Second Night Seder    
-Discounted introductory membership rate
Temple Sinai, Middletown
-Free tuition for fi rst year of religious school (new 
families only)
-A Shabbat Dinner at the Rabbi’s house
-Monthly musical family Shabbat Friday night services

ALL ACCESS AVAILABLE NOW
BY STEFANIE KOSTENBLATT
SPECIAL FEATURE



7www.JewishOrangeNY.org We Are One | FALL 2017
ELUL  TEVET

INTRODUCING PJ PLAY – NEXT LEVEL ENGAGEMENT 
FOR JEWISH FAMILIES IN ORANGE COUNTY 
BY RACHEL RUBENSTEIN
SPECIAL FEATURE

MEET RACHEL RUBENSTEIN, 
OUR NEW PJ LIBRARY COORDINATOR
I am so excited to join the staff  of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County as the new PJ Library Coordinator! 
I am passionate about making Jewish life in Orange County 
fun, engaging, and accessible to all. I believe that the best 
way to learn Judaism is to do Judaism, and I am excited to 
bring more opportunities to do Jewish to Orange County! 
I can’t wait to meet all of you and learn and grow together. 
I’d love to hear from you, so please feel free to reach out 
to me at 845-562-7860 or Rachel@jewishorangeny.org!  
And don’t forget to connect with us on PJ Library Greater 
Orange County, NY on Facebook to learn more about these 
exciting new programs.

“T  S  Q ” 
S  D  3   11AM 

T  B  S , F
F   B  $40  

The Sturgeon Queens tells the story 
of four generations of the Russ family 
and how they took their business from 
a tiny storefront stocked with herring 
barrels to the famed smoked fi sh 
emporium it is today. 

M   B  L  
D  T  B  A

S   L    $40  

Frimet Brach is the 10th child of 
13 born locally in Orange County.
You’ve heard of the Yiddish 
phrase “bubbe meise,” which 
roughly translates as a tall-tale. 
This is her “babka meise,” the 
history of how The Babka Lady 
came to be.  She is a formally 
educated, modern writer and 
creative producer, and the 
balabusta who loves, above all, to 
feed people. Although no longer 

part of the shtetl in which she was raised, she fi lls her own freezer 
with Hungarian goodies of all kinds. So, submit to your cravings, and 
indulge the Hungarian Jewish mother in Frimet by letting her feed 
you.

Since 2008, the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County and the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation have co-sponsored over 500 local 

families in the PJ Library program. Today, more than 
200 Jewish children ages 6 months to 8 years in Orange 
County receive a Jewish children’s book every month 
thanks to this partnership. That is 200 Jewish children 
who are learning about the Jewish holidays, Jewish 
values, and the beauty and diversity of living a Jewish 
life thanks to our program. 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County has 
also partnered with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
to off er Jewish content to older children who have aged 
out of PJ Library through the PJ Our Way Program. Each 
month children ages 8 ½ to11 can choose for themselves 
a Jewish book from a selection that has been reviewed by 
a panel of PJ educators, parents, and kids (that’s 12 free 
Jewish books every year!)

And it doesn’t end there. Delivering high-quality Jewish 
books to your home is an important fi rst step in creating 
a Jewish home for your child to thrive. But we know that 
Jewish life is lived in the home and also in community. 
We are committed to helping our families fi nd and 
create Jewish communities of young families in their 
neighborhoods through our PJ Play program, a monthly 
playgroup for children ages 3-5. Each month families 
will gather with an experienced Jewish educator to sing, 
play, and learn together. In this way, families can meet 
other young families who live nearby and be connected 
with the wonderful Jewish communities and resources in 
their areas. Our new PJ Playgroups will be off ered in 
Newburgh (Kol Yisrael), Temple Sinai (Middletown) 
and Monroe Temple Beth El (Monroe) starting in 
November. 
In addition to our local PJ play communities, we also 
love to gather as a county-wide community to celebrate 

together as an Orange County Jewish community. From 
pre-Rosh Hashanah apple picking to a rock and roll 
Hanukkah party, we hope you’ll join us in these fun and 
vibrant Jewish celebrations!
To sign up for PJ Library visit pjlibrary.org
To sign up for PJ Our Way visit pjourway.org
To learn more about PJ Play and other great PJ 
programming in Orange County, visit jewishorangeny.
org and like us on Facebook at PJ Library Greater 
Orange County, NY. 

PROGRAMS OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION 
OF GREATER ORANGE COUNTY
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org
Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

Emek Gifts “The Best in the Valley”
Unique Judaica and Giftware

Kol Yisrael
290 North St.

Newburgh, NY
845-562-5604

SEPTEMBER 2017
Sept.   9: 70th Anniversary Gala, 4PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 10: Open House/BBQ, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 10: Torah School Begins, 10AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 10: Religious School Begins, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 10: Author Shannon Sarna, 2PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Sept. 11: Mentsch Makers Begins, 10AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 12: Mommy & Me, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 14: WRJ Mah Jongg, 7PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 16: Learn New High Holiday Melodies, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 17: PJ Library Apple Picking, 2PM at Lawrence Farms
Sept. 17: Meaningful HHD Prayers, 7PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Sept. 19: JFS Lunch Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 21: Taschlich, 1:30PM at Waterstone Blvd. Wharf, Grw. Lake
Sept. 21: Taschlich, 4PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 26: Mommy & Me, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 27: Torah School Academy, 10AM at Monroe Temple
Sept 27: Coff ee & Conversations, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai

OCTOBER 2017
Oct.   1: Build the Sukkah, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Oct.   4: Pizza in the Hut, 6PM at Monroe Temple
Oct.   4: Pot Luck Dinner in the Sukkah, 6PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct.   5: Sukkot morning service, 9:45AM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct.   6: Sukkot Under the Stars, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct.   6: Sukkot Dinner, 7PM at Congregation B’nai Torah
Oct.   7: Dine Around, 6PM sponsored by Temple Beth Jacob
Oct.   8: Breakfast in the Sukkah, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Oct.   8: Sukkot family program, 10AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Oct.   8: Movie & Dinner, 2PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Oct.   8: Sisterhood Tea in the Sukkah, 2PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct.   9: Lunch & Learn in the Sukkah, 12:30PM at the NJCC
Oct. 10: Mommy & Me, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 10: Chanukkah Puppet Show, 11:30AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Oct. 11: Simchat Torah Celebration, 6PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct. 11: 1st Grade Consecration, 6:30 at Monroe Temple
Oct. 12: Simchat Torah Dinner/Service, 6PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Oct. 13: Simchat Torah Celebration, 6:30PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 13: Simchat Torah Shabbat, 7PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct. 13: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Oct. 15: Take Down the Sukkah, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 15: TBS Men’s Club trip to Tenement Museum, TBA
Oct. 15: Meet Hen Rachamem, 1PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 16: WRJ Paid up Membership Dinner, 6P at Monroe Temple
Oct. 16: Burgers & Brew Dinner, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 17: Paint & Sip, 6PM at the NJCC
Oct. 18: JFS Roots Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 21: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct. 22: Tricky Tray, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 22: Torah School Car Wash, 11AM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 22: Federation Major Gifts Reception, 3PM at Powelton Club
Oct. 24: Mommy & Me, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 24: JFS Lunch Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 24: MAC Hard Cider Tasting, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 25: Coff ee & Conversations, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 26: Game Day, 12PM at Temple Sinai

Oct. 27: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Oct. 27: Family Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 29: Film-Women in Gold, 2PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 29: Study of Krystallnacht, 7PM at Congregation B’nai Torah

NOVEMBER 2017
Nov.  1: JFS Roots Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Nov.  1: Rosh Chodesh, 7PM at Monroe Temple
Nov.  4: Pajama Havdalah, 4:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov.  4: Progressive Dinner, 5PM sponsored by TBS
Nov.  5: Vendor Fair, 11AM at the NJCC
Nov.  5: Hadassah Vendor Fair, 11AM at New Windsor Comm. Ctr.
Nov.  5: Sisterhood Torah Fund, 1PM at Temple Sinai
Nov.  5: Federation Ant-Semitism Program, 3PM at NFA North
Nov.  6: Family Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Nov.  9: WRJ Mah Jongg, 7PM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 11: Shabbat morning services, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 11: Federation Film Festival-Menashe, 8PM Monroe Theater
Nov. 12: Penny Social, 1PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 12: Author Jen Glantz, 2PM at Congregation Agudas Israel
Nov. 15: JFS Roots Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 17: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Nov. 18: Fed. Film Festival-Aida’s Secret, 8PM Monroe Theater
Nov. 21: Thanksgiving Interfaith Svc, 6:30PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Nov. 29: JFS Roots Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 29: WRJ Hanukkah Program, 7PM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 29: Coff ee & Conversations, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai

DECEMBER 2017
Dec. 1: Kabbalat Shabbat 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Dec.  2: Pajama Havdalah, 4:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec.  2: Fed. Film Festival-Women’s Balcony, 8PM Monroe Theater
Dec.   2: Kugel Cook Off /Pot Luck Dinner, 6:30PM at TBJ
Dec.   3: Federation Big Nosh-The Sturgeon Queens, 3PM, TBA
Dec.   6: Family Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Dec.   6: JFS Roots Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Dec.   8: Havdalah/ Hanukah Party, 5:30PM at Cong. B’nai Torah 
Dec. 12: JFS Lunch Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 14: PJ Library Chanukah, 4PM at Mentsch Makers
Dec. 15: Shabbat Chanukah Latkefest, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 15: Hanukkah Family Service, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Dec. 17: Family Chanukah program, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 17: Levine Speaker Series-David Jaff e, 3PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 17: Hanukkah Party/dinner, 4:30PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
 

UPCOMING EVENTS                                             FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org


