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MAJOR GIFTS DESSERT RECEPTION TO KICK-OFF 2017 CAMPAIGN
SPECIAL FEATURE

Y

ou are invited to an afternoon of food, friends and
inspiration. Please join us on
Sunday, October 9th, 3PM on the lawn at Kiloran,
the Kaye family estate in Blooming Grove. The event is
hosted by the Kaye Family Charitable Trust in memory of
Cantor S.M. and Mrs. Rose Kaye.
This year we proudly honor Dr. Suzanne and Jack
Berkowitz along with Gail and Ken Oliver for their work
within our Jewish community. Special guests are Alla and
Boris Lipkin.
Gail Oliver is a past president of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Orange County and a member of the current
board. An active and involved member of Temple Beth
Jacob, Hadassah and
the Newburgh Jewish
Community Center, Gail
has chaired a wide variety
of projects through the
years. She is co-chair of
the Jewish Federation’s
Salute to Veterans Event on November 13th, as well as
the South Florida Steps for Life 5K Event for the Gift
of Life Marrow Registry. Gail is a certiﬁed health coach
with Take Shape for Life. Ken Oliver, an attorney, is
the past president of the Newburgh Jewish Community
Center, as well as the Orange County Bar Association.
He has been involved in many programs which assist
people throughout Orange County including Cub’s Place
and Hoops Express, after school programs which serve
children with special needs. Ken and Gail have two
children, Nathaniel and Heather.

Jack Berkowitz is a past president of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Orange County and Temple Sinai
and numerous other local organizations. He is treasurer
of the Community
Foundation of Orange and
Sullivan, on the Board of
the METNY District of
the United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism and
the Orange County Land
Trust. Jack established
his public accounting practice in 1991 and is a solepractitioner specializing in accountancy and taxation for
small businesses, start-up companies and high net-worth
individuals. Jack and Suzanne reside in Warwick with
their sons Bryant, 14, Adam, 12 and their dog, Mickey.
Dr. Suzanne Brown Berkowitz, a radiologist, is a partner
at Hudson Valley Radiology Associates and on staﬀ at
Nyack Hospital. Her biggest pleasure is watching Bryant
and Adam develop into proud and thoughtful Jews.
Suzanne is looking forward to a year ﬁlled with bar
mitzvahs and USY events.
Boris and Alla Lipkin, Concert Pianist
to Entertain and Speak
Federations across the country began to welcome and
host Soviet Jewish immigrants to their communities
and our Orange County Federation dedicated itself to
resettling a new family from the Ukraine, helping them
adjust to life in the United States. Alla and Boris Lipkin
arrived in Newburgh in 1978 with their son Dmitry.
Initially, life was not easy for the Lipkins, as they had

to adapt to a new culture
and a new life. Alla was
an accomplished concert
pianist and began teaching
privately, ultimately
becoming a music professor
at SUNY, Ulster. Boris was
an electrical engineer in
Russia and obtained his ﬁrst job in America in a factory
assembling transformers. In 1992, Boris accepted an oﬀer
to become VP of a semiconductor company in Silicon
Valley, California where the family moved. In 2005, Boris
was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, presented
each year to a foreign born US citizen for extraordinary
service to the United States and the international business
community. We are proud of the Lipkin family and the
commitment they have made to support Jewish Family
and Children’s Services of San Francisco and other
charitable organizations.
Babysitting available. Dietary laws observed.
There will be an opportunity to make your gift to the
2017 Annual Campaign, minimum suggested donation
$613. Business casual attire.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM TO HONOR ALL JEWISH VETS
SPECIAL FEATURE

O

n Veterans Day, in communities large and small, Americans will pause to praise
the brave men and women who served in the United States or Israeli military.
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County is recognizing many of the
soldiers in our community who volunteered to keep America and Israel secure and protect
freedom and liberty throughout the world.

They are ordinary people who accomplished extraordinary things.
Let’s Celebrate and Remember
Sunday, November 13, 2016 at 12 noon
Kol Yisrael, 290 North St., Newburgh
Luncheon Couvert - $18.00 per person
Dietary Laws Observed
Just as all of our distinguished veterans have worked to keep us safe, Federations work
to strengthen Jewish life in the United States, in Israel and around the world.
TO RSVP OR PLACE AN AD HONORING VETERANS IN THE
COMMEMORATIVE JOURNAL PLEASE GO TO: https://orangeny.securefedweb.jewishfederations.org/page/contribute/jewish-veterans-salute. We welcome
camera ready artwork or we will typeset your message. Feel free to include a photo to
be scanned and inserted into the ad, (¼ page minimum). Please send a self-addressed
envelope if you would like the photo returned. All ads and RSVPs must be in and paid for
no later than October 25th.

Special Guest Speaker Paul Kaye
In 1947, after completing his World War II service in the
United States Navy, Paul was clandestinely recruited by
the Masad Haganah and sailed as an oﬃcer on the Exodustype ship “Hatikvah.” He was captured along with ﬁfteen
hundred displaced persons and detained in a British prison
camp in Cyprus. That’s only the beginning of Paul’s story…
Right: Survivors arriving in
Haifa on illegal immigrant ship

If you are a US veteran or a veteran of the IDF,
or if you know someone who is, we want to
include you and them in this celebration. Please
send your contact info or the contact info of
another veteran to sharon@jewishorangeny.
org or call the Federation oﬃce at 845-562-7860.
Printed invitations are in the mail. If you did not
receive one, please let us know.

Stay in the loop with our weekly WE ARE ONE eNews Edi on email blasts. We feature news and upcoming events
for the en re Orange County Jewish community. Send your email address to sharon@jewishorangeny.org.
We never share your email address with anyone!
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SEPTEMBER 2016
Sept. 6: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 10AM in Middletown
Sept. 6: Family Shabbat Dinner, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 9: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 11AM in Blooming Grove
Sept. 9: Kosher Empty Nesters(KEN)Dinner, 6PM location TBA
Sept. 9: Shabbat Services resume, 7PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 9 to Sept.11: Scholar in Residence at Temple Beth Jacob
Sept. 9: Installation of Rabbi Gallop, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 11: Torah School Begins, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 11: Religious School Begins, 9AM at Temple Beth Jacob
Sept. 11: Religious school begins, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 11: Hebrew School Begins, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 11: Author Jeﬀrey Yoskowitz, 2PM at the home of Drs. Green
Sept. 12: Board of Trustees, 7PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Sept. 16: Services/Community Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Sept. 16: Shabbat Shirim Dinner/Services, 6PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 13: Hebrew School restarts 4:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Sept. 14: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 10AM in Montgomery
Sept. 16: Musical Shabbat/Dinner, 6PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Sept. 16: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Sept. 18: Maccabeats Live, 2PM at Kol Yisrael
Sept. 20: TBS Sisterhood Meet & Greet, 6PM location TBA
Sept. 20: TBJ S/H Education Program, 7:30PM at Kol Yisrael
Sept. 21: Adult Ed/Forgiveness, 12PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 22: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 10AM in Monroe
Sept. 23: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 24: TBS Selichot/Tashlich, 5PM location TBA
Sept. 24: Selichot service, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Sept. 25: Temple Sinai Mens Club trip to see Fiddler on the Roof
Sept. 25: Blood Drive, 8AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 25: Torah School Car Wash 11AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 25: Author Louis Grumet, 2PM at the Monroe Temple
Sept. 25: Free Movie, 7:30PM at Congregation B’nai Torah
Sept. 27: JFS Lunch w/Friends Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 27: Noar Hadassah Book Signing, 7PM in Newburgh
Sept. 28: Coﬀee & Conversation, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai
OCTOBER 2016
Oct. 7: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 10AM in Warwick
Oct. 8: Lunch & Learn, 12:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct. 9: Sukkah Build 1, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 9: Federation Major Gifts Reception, 3PM at Kiloran
Oct. 10: Board of Trustees, 7PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Oct. 13: JFS Friendly Visitor Training, 10AM in Newburgh
Oct. 14: Kosher Empty Nesters(KEN)Dinner, 6PM location TBA
Oct. 16: Sukkah Build & Breakfast, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 16: Sukkah Build 2, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 16: PJ Library/Sukkot, 1PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct. 16: Pizza in the Hut, 5:30PM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 21: Sukkot/Community Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 18: Sisterhood Wine and Dine, 7PM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 18: TBJ S/H Education Program, 7:30PM at Kol Yisrael
Oct. 20: Sukkot Celebration, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 21: Family Shabbat Dinner, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 21: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 22: Casino Night, 7PM at the American Legion in Monroe
Oct. 22: Jewish Film Festival, 8PM at the Monroe Theater
Oct. 23: Sukkot celebration, 10AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Oct. 24: Simchat Torah Dinner/Service, 6PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Oct. 25: Simchat Torah, 9:15AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 25: Simchat Torah/Yiskor Service, 7PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 26: Coﬀee & Conversation, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 29: Mini Concert- Alan Goodis, 5PM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 29: Jewish Film Festival, 8PM at the Monroe Theater
Oct. 30: Sukkah Removal 9AM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 30: Free Movie “The Terminal,” 7:30PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
NOVEMBER 2016
Nov. 4: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 4: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
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FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org
Nov. 5: Jewish Film Festival, 8PM at the Monroe Theater
Nov. 6: Author Maggie Anton, 2PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 6: Centennial Gala Celebration, 4PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 10: Kristallnacht Program, time TBA at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 11: Kosher Empty Nesters(KEN)Dinner, 6PM location TBA
Nov. 11: Shabbat Dinner/Service, 6PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Nov. 11: Family Shabbat Dinner, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 12: Motyl Chamber Ensemble, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Nov. 13: Sisterhood Mahjong Tournament, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 13: Honoring All Veterans, 12PM at Kol Yisrael
Nov. 13: Penny Social, 1PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 13: Journal Dinner, time TBA at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 15: Adult Ed, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 15: JFS Lunch w/Friends Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 18: Services/Community Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Nov. 18: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 22: Thanksgiving Interfaith service, 7PM TBA Walden
Nov. 22: Grnwd Lake Comm. Ecumen. Serv., Time/Location TBA
Nov. 23: Florida Comm. Interfaith Serv., 5:30PM. location TBA
Nov. 27: Free Movie “Marty,” 7:30PM at Congregation B’nai Torah
Nov. 30: Coﬀee & Conversation, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai
DECEMBER 2016
Dec. 2: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 2: Proneg & Olive Oil, 6:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 4: Holiday Boutique, 10AM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 4: Community Menorah Lighting, time TBA at Ambulance
Corps building, Greenwood Lake
Dec. 5: Board of Trustees, 7PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Dec. 9: Chanukah Celeb/Comm. Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Dec. 9: Kosher Empty Nesters(KEN)Dinner, 6PM location TBA
Dec. 9: Family Shabbat Dinner, 6PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 9: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Dec. 11: Sisterhood Holiday Bizarre, 8AM Monroe Temple
Dec. 11: Author Jeﬀ Konis, 2PM at Monroe Temple
Dec. 16: Tot Shabbat/Hanukkah Service, 6PM Monroe Temple
Dec. 17: Latkes & Vodka, 4:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 18: Hanukkah Prog/Latkefest, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 18: Sisterhood Cookie Decorating, 11AM Monroe Temple
Dec. 18: PJ Library/Chanukah, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 20: JFS Lunch w/Friends Program, 12PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 21: Hanukkah Party, 2PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 24: “Share the Lights,” 6:30PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 25: Free Movie “Arranged,” 7:30PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Dec. 28: Hanukkah Party, 5:30PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Dec. 28: Coﬀee & Conversation, 7:30PM at Temple Sinai

ONGOING:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scrabble, Tuesday 11AM at Congregation Agudas Israel
Coﬀee with Rabbi Weintraub, Wednesday 9AM at Two
Alice’s Coﬀee Lounge
Learning Liturgy, Thursday 10AM at Congregation Agudas
Israel
Torah Study, Saturday 9:30AM at Temple Beth Jacob
Pickleball, 6:15PM Monday/Wednesday, 9AM Thursday/
Friday, 9AM Sunday at the NJCC
Walk Live Class, 6:30PM Monday, 10:15AM Thursday at
the NJCC
Women With Wool, 12PM Tuesday at Congregation Eitz
Chaim

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

GOODBYE FOR NOW...

As I write to say goodbye for now, I am really writing to just say thank you. In this
role, I have met and worked with the most wonderful volunteers and people in the
world. The people of Orange County and JFOGOC have created the most special
community that I have ever been a part of and choosing to leave was not a decision
I came to easily. The thing that kept pulling me back was you - the people in our
wonderful community. You are thoughtful, caring, dedicated, hardworking, passionate,
sophisticated and so many more wonderful adjectives with which I could continue to
ﬁll this column. You make good things great and lift each other up when things are
not so great. A wise friend once told me there is a time to not make you crazy. It is
now time to heed that advice. In this hyper-connected world, let's just say, “I'll see
you on Facebook!” Please be in touch. Thank you for letting me into your wonderful
world.

BY JOYCE WASCHITZ

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

D

ear Friends,

After nineteen years in the Federation system, I write my last message as
Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County (JFOGOC).
I feel so fortunate to have been a part of the incredible work which you help to make
possible. In my time at the Jewish Federation, I traveled throughout the U.S. and
around the Jewish world, experiencing the power of this organization. I was able to
see for myself, and to show others, how our collective acts of kindness can make
an impact on the lives of members of our community. Working with JFOGOC has
truly been a gift for me. While I have met politicians, journalists, and celebrities, the
responsibility I will always treasure the most is the opportunity I had to work with
each one of you. In the last several years, I have coordinated programs large and
small and together we raised a lot of money for the most vulnerable members of
our community, which is what has fueled my passion. Throughout all of this, I have
collected many stories along the way. Internally, we joke about writing chapters for
our book. The story below is my favorite and I just can't leave without sharing it
with you while I have you as a willing audience.

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE: With
dear friend Ellen Newman
at the 2014 Celebrate Israel
Parade, Joyce and Gary on a
recent voyage to Alaska, at
the 8 over 80 Gala with oﬃce
staﬀ Georgia Mason and
Sharon Ball, at the Gluten
Free Baking Workshop.

My ﬁrst Annual Meeting for the JFOGOC was in June, 1997 at Temple Sinai in
Middletown. Mona Rieger was the new president and I was the new Executive
Director. I was given a list of approved caterers by the oﬃce of Temple Sinai. The
food was dropped oﬀ, the meeting was all set and it went great. After the meeting,
Rabbi Joel Schwab asked me who the caterer was. I told him and he turned bright red.
The caterer I had chosen was supposed to prepare the food in the kitchen of Temple
Sinai, but no one had told me that. Rabbi Schwab was beside himself because the
food was prepared outside of the synagogue. Mona Rieger and Rabbi Schwab, who
had been great friends for years, had a very colorful conversation that afternoon!
Rabbi Schwab turned out to be a great Federation friend and conﬁdant. That man
worked hard for Federation and the Orange County Community. I would love to say
I never made a mistake like that again, but I have. Thankfully I always managed to
learn from them.

JOYCE WASCHITZ is re ring as the Execu ve Director of the Jewish
Federa on. She is a past president of Monroe Temple Beth El. Joyce and her husband Gary have lived in Orange
County for over 30 years and have two married children.

The truth in our work – as crazy as it sounds – is that we really are repairing our
broken world. We are a part of the narrative of our global Jewish family.

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ORANGE COUNTY
APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SPECIAL FEATURE

T

he Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County
is pleased to announce that Suzanne Leon has been appointed Executive
Director eﬀective September 26, 2016. Ms. Leon replaces Joyce Waschitz
who is retiring after nineteen years of service to the community.

Ms. Leon resides with her husband Dennis and
son, Samuel, in the Hudson Valley and enjoys
travel, hiking and the outdoors, as well as the
arts and Jewish culture.

Ms. Leon is the former Director of Development of the YIVO Institute for Jewish
Research, a world renowned archive and library of East European Jewish history
and culture. Since 2003, Suzanne was involved in all aspects of YIVO’s operations
and programs where she was instrumental in launching the YIVO Vilna Collections
Digitization Project, the critically acclaimed video art exhibition, Letters to Afar, and
the Shine Online Educational Series.
Prior to YIVO, Ms. Leon was a program oﬃcer for Holocaust education, archives and
research at the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. She began
her career at Credit Suisse First Boston in 1990, working for nearly a decade in project
ﬁnance and syndications in New York.

Donate your vehicle to
The Jewish Federa on of Greater Orange County
Vehicle Dona on Program
•
•
•

Free pick-up
Tax receipt given
No smog required

Easy and
Convenient!

Call today, toll free: 866 - 532 - 2771
866 - JF - CARS - 1

www.JewishOrangeNY.org
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WITH MISHPACHA (FAMILY) LIKE THIS WHY BE JEWISH?
BY LESLIE GREEN

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

am a Zionist and my love aﬀair with Israel knows
no bounds, but I uphold the right of any Jew to
be critical of her. Recently, there seems to be no
shortage of Jews, who, from the comfort of their safe
homes in the diaspora, loudly excoriate Israel as a racist,
colonial, oppressive state.
What I ﬁnd more discouraging, however, is the
increasingly harsh, unyielding group of fundamentalist
Jews that are gaining more and more control over
religious life in Israel and the manner in which they
speak about other Jews who do not follow their brand
of “true” Judaism. It is a painful and uncomfortable
subject to talk about, this Jew-against-Jew contempt and
estrangement, but the fact is that in order to keep fragile
political coalitions together, the Israeli government,
seeking to appease the ultra-Orthodox parties that now
make up a key part of Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing
coalition, continues to empower and grant concessions to
right wing fundamentalists.
Here are just a few incidents of many, that are occurring
with more disturbing frequency:
• The Ultra-Orthodox Mayor of Rehovot canceled a
b’nai mitzvah ceremony for autistic children who spent
6 months studying with special educators. Why? The
children were educated by a Rabbi associated with a
Masorti (Conservative) Synagogue, where the ceremony
was scheduled. President Rivlin seemingly worked out a
compromise allowing the ceremony to take place at his
residence but then reneged at the last moment, insisting
that an Orthodox Rabbi completely unknown to the
children oﬃciate and that the Conservative Rabbi who
was responsible for the chidren’s education program be
excluded.
• Education and Diaspora Aﬀairs minister, Naftali
Bennet, visited the Solomon Schechter School of
Manhattan, speaking with the pupils and joining in a
Hebrew singing session with them. Mr. Bennet tweeted
about the school, “What love of Israel, what love of
Judaism.” But Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David Lau
condemned the visit as “unacceptable” and the school
as a place “where the education distances Jews from
tradition, from the past, and from the future of the Jewish
people.’”

• For years a multi-denominational group, Women of
the Wall, is physically and verbally abused at the Kotel
by Haredim. The group’s only desire is to be allowed
to pray and read from the Torah in the Women’s section
of Judaism’s holiest site. Finally, this past January a
compromise was reached. The group and all those who
desire to pray in an egalitarian fashion were promised
an area near Robinson’s Arch, adjacent but separate
from the Kotel. Within months, the same fundamentalist
religious authorities that agreed to the compromise
suddenly reversed their decision and decided to wage
a war of religious control over a space that they were
never interested in before. Furious over the possibility
of opening Robinson’s Arch to egalitarian prayer, the
Sephardic Chief Rabbis called those Jews “wicked
people,” a reference to Korach who rebelled against
Moses. He also suggested that if the Jewish lineage of
non-Orthodox individuals were scrutinized “they would
ﬁnd themselves outside Judaism.”
• Rabbi Yigal Levenstein, head of a government premilitary academy, labeled the Reform movement a
“Christian Movement” and calls gay members of the IDF
“perverts.”
• Finally, lest you think that the Modern Orthodox
movement is beyond their critical eye, a conversion
performed by Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, one of the most
respected Orthodox rabbis in the United States (who
converted Ivanka Trump), was declared invalid by a
Beit Din empowered by the Rabbinate. This group has
a stranglehold over the subject of who is a Jew in Israel,
alienating millions of Israelis.
Rabbinic sages teach us that words have the ability to
destroy the world. Does leading a life of Torah values
not include loving and respecting those who lead lives
diﬀerently than yours?
The miracle of the rebirth of a Jewish homeland after
2,000 years is not only her creation, but also the sense
of shared community and destiny among all Jews. Our
beloved Israel is facing a huge challenge from outside
forces both at her borders and from around the world,
how can we not see that sinat chinam, senseless hatred,
which lead to her destruction in 70 CE, could sow the
seeds of her destruction again? If Israel is truly going

Anat Hoﬀman, who will be speaking at Temple Sinai on Saturday, December
17th, being arrested a er reci ng the Shema Yisrael prayer aloud.
Rabbi Larry Freedman of Temple
Beth Jacob, back row, second
from le at Robinson’s Arch.

4

We Are One | SUMMER 2016
TAMMUZ 5776 TEVET 5777

to be a homeland for all Jewish people, it is time for the
government of Israel to take responsibility.
If you agree with me, you will be excited to learn that
with a grant from the Levine family of Middletown, our
Federation has begun a speaker series, Ignite Your Soul.
Judaism should inspire us to “godliness” to be good and
see the beautiful in everyone and everything. As made
evident by Rabbi Akiva, who only began to learn the
Hebrew alphabet at age 40, it is never too late to learn
and be inspired by Jews who make Judaism the center of
their lives.
Among the individuals you will have a chance to hear
from is Anat Hoﬀman, founder of Women and the Wall.
She is also executive director of the Israeli Religious
Action Committee (IRAC) whose recent campaigns
include an eﬀort to ban gender segregation on Israeli
public buses, campaigning against ultra-religious groups
who insist on removing women’s images from public
billboards and a lobbying campaign in defense of human
rights organizations operating in Israel. Despite being
spat upon, arrested and cursed at, she perseveres. What is
it about Judaism and prayer that she is willing to endure
this abuse in order to advocate so that all can practice
their religion freely, as they see ﬁt?
You’ll also hear from Rabba Sara Hurwitz, the ﬁrst
Orthodox female to receive smicha in the United States
and Dean of Yeshivah Maharat.
She was born into a traditional but non-Orthodox family,
and underwent a diﬀerent religious journey. Rabba
Hurwitz, along with her mentor Rabbi Avi Weiss, have
taken on the Orthodox establishment in the United States,
challenged the status quo because of her passion and love
for Judaism and her desire to lead her community despite
her gender.
So stay tuned and I hope to see you at our speaker series,
generously sponsored by the Levine family, where you
will be inspired by those who dare to think diﬀerently,
dare to feel diﬀerently and Ignite Your Soul!
ABOUT LESLE GREEN
Leslie Jakoby Green grew up in Brooklyn,
the daughter of Holocaust survivors.
She moved to Orange County when she
married Glenn, who was born and raised
in Newburgh and whose family was among
the founding members of Congrega on
Agudas Israel. Leslie graduated from Boston
University School of Medicine and prac ces
ophthalmology in Warwick, Goshen, Monroe
and Port Jervis. She lives in Chester and is the
proud mother of Sarah, Michael and Beth.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

CONNECTING LIVES, STRENGTHENING TIES: JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE
OF ORANGE COUNTY AWARDED A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE PEOPLE
WITH ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND THEIR CAREGIVERS
BY ELISE GOLD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SPECIAL FEATURE

S

usan phoned our oﬃce. Her mom was recently
diagnosed with early stages of dementia. It is
mild at the moment, but Susan understandably
is concerned with what is the road ahead. How does
the family plan for the future? How do they handle
behavioral problems? Susan’s brother is not on the
same page and she has expressed extreme frustration as
he is not willing to be involved as their mom is facing
ongoing changes.
Jewish Family Service is now in the position to oﬀer
a diﬀerent level of service. Earlier this year, we were
awarded a grant from the Hudson Valley Chapter of
the Alzheimer’s Association. On the national level,
there is heightened awareness that increased services
need to be provided. In order to have a grasp of actual
services needed nationwide, funds have been provided
for agencies such as ours to perform detailed in-home
assessments. The purpose of our visits is to get statistics
regarding demographics so that funding sources
(including the government) will have a better sense of
the needs.
Gleaning demographic information provides the
backdrop of the time our licensed social worker spends
with a family. While Vicki Bedford, LMSW, is doing a
comprehensive evaluation, she is well equipped to oﬀer
supports and suggestions. Vicki has her ﬁnger on the
pulse of resources in the community; she matches the
family’s needs with what services are accessible. There
is always time for questions and answers. Families
are very comforted by the time they spend with Vicki.

They learn about services currently appropriate and
some that they may need in the future. Vicki includes a
thorough assessment on safety measures in place. She
looks at ways to prevent slips and falls; she reviews
whether or not the doors can be locked to prevent
wandering. Talking about a family’s spiritual and
cultural traditions too, is a great way to ﬁnd out about
the family. All of this information helps her to ﬁnd
ways to oﬀer supports and strength to the family. After
the in depth visit, the family receives a plan. This acts
as a guide to resources available.
When a person with Alzheimer’s is aware of their
diagnosis, they can be quite upset. For this reason, we
have found that it is not always in their best interest to
participate in the entire assessment. We’ve also learned
that doctors are at times reluctant to give a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease. To that end, we are able to
oﬀer services if symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease are
exhibited.
You may be wondering about Susan and her situation.
Given the family dynamics, it was evident that Susan
was her mom, Pearl’s, major source of support. Along
with all of the other roles she played, Susan oﬀered
her mother companionship. The caregiver should not
be the exclusive source of socialization. Susan could
beneﬁt from some respite and Pearl could beneﬁt
from increased socialization. A Friendly Visitor was
recommended and a terriﬁc match was made. The
friendly visitor sees Pearl once a week. This was
one of the recommendations speciﬁc to Susan and

Pearl’s circumstance. Other supports
recommended could include support
groups, learning coping skills for the
caregivers, discussing various living
situations, educational workshops
and more. The ongoing support of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange
County makes it possible for us to run this special
service and all of our programs. Please call JFS
Orange if your family could beneﬁt from an in-home
assessment. Vicki’s direct line is: 341-1173 ext. 395.
Elise Gold is the Execu ve Director of Jewish Family Service of
Orange County. She lives with her family in New Paltz, NY.

Vicki Bedford started out
as a graduate level intern
at JFS Orange.
She now is the lead
therapist in our
homebound counseling
program; runs support
groups and is the care
consultant for our
Alzheimer’s disease
program.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH 2PM
Congregation Eitz Chaim, 1465 Orange Tpke., Monroe
MAGGIE ANTON
“FIFTY SHADES OF TALMUD”
What the First Rabbis Had to Say About You-Know-What
A lighthearted, in-depth tour of sexuality
within the Talmud. Eavesdrop on the ﬁrst
rabbis as they discuss every aspect of
sexual relations; how, when, where, with
whom, often in startlingly explicit fashion.
Ms. Anton reveals how Jewish tradition
is progressive in many respects, and more
bawdy, than one might think. The novelist’s
ﬁrst foray into nonﬁction is likely to leave
her fans going OMG, WTF, and even LOL.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 2PM
Monroe Temple, 314 N. Main St., Monroe
LOUIS GRUMET
“THE CURIOUS CASE OF KIRYAS JOEL”
As the key player in the ﬁght to prevent
the formation of the Kiryas Joel school
district the author will discuss the
fascinating political maneuvering of key
elected oﬃcials and how a small, insular,
but politically savvy group was able
to grasp legal and political power. An
excellent lesson in the ongoing debate of
separation of church and state.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 2PM
Monroe Temple, 314 N. Main St., Monroe
JEFF KONIS
“THE CONVERSATIONS WE NEVER HAD”
The dream of a grandson who has an
opportunity to learn about his family from
the only person in the world who knew
them. His father never asked any questions
about his parents. He never asked the
questions his father never asked. This book
is a chronicle of his time spent with his
Grandma and tells the stories she might
have shared had he asked the questions.
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LOOKING AHEAD
•

Sunday, February 5, 2017, 2PM at the Monroe Temple
“Sew Jewish” - Maria Bywater: After converting to Judaism in her mid20s, and while living in North Africa, the Persian Gulf and London, the author
became inspired to explore Jewish cultures and traditions through needle crafts.

•

Saturday, February 11, 2017, 7:30PM at Kol Yisrael
“The Bible Doesn’t Say That” - Joel M. Hoﬀman: Seeks to clarify some of
the thorniest misinterpretations, which the author suggests are the products of
“ignorance, accident, culture gap, mistranslation, and misrepresentation.” He
tackles subjects in both the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) and the New Testament, such
as evolution, Jesus’s death, keeping kosher, and homosexuality.

•

Sunday, May 7, 2017, 2PM at the Newburgh Jewish Community Center
“Solved! Curing Your Medical Insurance Problems” - Adria Gross: Too
often, consumers ﬁnd themselves paying much more than they expected, getting
much less than they bargained for. Medical care is no exception. This book will
show readers how to spot over-charges by providers, under-reimbursements by
insurers, and inappropriate denials by insurers and government employees. Ms.
Gross is a member of the Jewish Federation Board of Trustees.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

PRESENTING OUR 8TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
SPECIAL FEATURE
All ﬁlms will be shown at The Monroe Theater, 34 Millpond Pkwy, Monroe
Suggested donation $10 per adult, children 14 and under are free.
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Based on the international best-seller by Amos Oz, A Tale of Love and
Darkness is the story of his youth, set against the backdrop of the end
of the British Mandate for Palestine and the early years of the State of
Israel. The ﬁlm details the young man’s relationship with his mother
and his beginnings as a writer, while looking at what happens when the
stories we tell, become the stories we live.
In Hebrew with English subtitles, 95 minutes.
“Inspiring work by Natalie Portman” - Chicago Sun Times
“Natalie Portman work a triumph” - Newsday
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After years away, Ariel returns to Buenos Aires
seeking to reconnect with his father Usher,
who founded a charity foundation in Once, the
city's bustling Jewish district where Ariel spent
his youth. In the process of trying to meet his
father and getting entangled in his charitable
commitments, Ariel meets Eva, whose
independent spirit motivates Ariel to come to
grips with the traditions that once divided him
and his father. Romantic comedy, 2016 Tribeca
Film Festival Award Winner. In Spanish with
English subtitles, 82 minutes.
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A young child’s gift for poetry makes him an
object of fascination for his kindergarten teacher.
Her desire to protect and nurture his talent from
a world that bulldozes purity leads her to claim
some of his work as her own.
In Hebrew with English subtitles, 119 minutes
New York Times critic pick.
“Engrossing” - Variety
“Fascinating” - The Guardian

ATTENTION ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!
Earn Scholarship Money and enhance your academic resume on your college application!

ANNOUNCING THE 2017 STOP HATE ESSAY CONTEST
This year our contest focuses on the doomed voyage of the pre-World War II Jewish refugees on the St. Louis,
pictured left and the plight of contemporary Syrian refugees, pictured right.
PRIZES:
Grades 7 to 9 - $200
Grades 10 to 12 - $300

Packets with application forms and other information will be available online at jewishorangeny.org and in all Orange County Middle and High
Schools as well as private schools by early September.
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www.JewishOrangeNY.org

Families who are expec ng or have recently celebrated the arrival of a baby can receive a
Complimentary Gi Basket, which includes special baby items from the Jewish Federa on
and our Jewish community partners.
Rabbi Philip and Rebecca Weintraub welcomed
baby Eliana in April. As you can see, Eliana is a pre y
snazzy dresser, wearing the bib included among the
Shalom Baby basket items!

REGISTER YOURSELF

Eliana and her big sister, Hannah are already receiving
PJ Library books. See info below about PJ Library
and how your child can receive free Jewish media
every month.

REGISTER A FRIEND

Call 845-562-7860 or email joyce@jewishorangeny.org

IF you have a child, 6 months to 8 years of age, and you live in Orange County,
please go online to www.jewishorangeny.org and sign up for the PJ Library
program. There is no cost or obliga on to you.

T

hrough the simple gift of children’s books and music delivered at no cost to
hundreds of thousands of families every month, PJ Library has identiﬁed a new
pathway to enhance Jewish identity, increase engagement in Jewish life, and
contribute to a more vibrant North American Jewish community.

Olivia and Emma who live in Slate Hill,
enjoying their PJ Library books.

PJ Library transforms families raising Jewish children
•

85% report that they discuss Jewish concepts or values from PJ Library books as a
family.

•

73% say PJ Library creates opportunities for their children to ask questions about
being Jewish.

•

58% say that PJ Library inﬂuenced their decision to build upon or add a Jewish
tradition to their home life.

•

62% report that PJ Library has increased their family’s positive feelings about
being Jewish.

CURRENT PJ LIBRARY FUNDERS

PJ Library sparks connections between families and the Jewish community.
•

ANN & MARK FINK

PAM & DAVID LEVINE

JANE FRIEDLAND

SHEILA LEVINSTEIN

SHARON & JEROME GOLDBERG

GERALDINE & STEVEN LULOFF

LESLIE & GLENN GREEN

DORIS & STEVEN RUBINSKY

RAENA KORENMAN

CHERYL & ELLIOT TETENBAUM

67% of families cite PJ Library as helping them feel more connected to their local
Jewish communities.

•

89% of PJ Library community partners report they are more focused on outreach
to families raising Jewish children since launching PJ Library.

•

80% of PJ Library families say they are now attending local Jewish community
events, an increase from 21% three years ago.

To date, nearly 225,000 families across North America have participated in PJ
Library, representing an extraordinary level of Jewish engagement.

To support the PJ Library program in our community, please visit
jewishorangeny.org/jewish-life/engaging-our-youth/pj-library.

UPCOMING PJ LIBRARY EVENTS
SPECIAL FEATURE
I T

S

-S
T
13 R

,O
B
S

16

1

A ., F

Build a graham cracker sukkah, shake the etrog, smell the lulav, decorate a sukkah, read
a PJ Library book and learn about Sukkot. This program is FREE and open to the entire
community.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org
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Seth Dale started in magic at age 8 and has been
delighting audiences ever since. Combining
magic, mentalism, comedy and lots of audience
interaction Seth’s show is sure to entertain
everyone. Light the candles, play dreidle,
eat some latkes and read a PJ Library book.
This program is FREE and open to the entire
community.
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ROSH HASHANA RECIPES
FROM THE WORLD FAMOUS GEFILTERIA AND AUTHORS OF THE GEFILTE MANIFESTO

COOK’S CORNER
Come see the Brooklyn Duo who made Bubbe and Ashkenazie cooking hip at our BIG NOSH event on September 11th.
Space limited so register ASAP via email to sharon@jewishorangeny.org.
T
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Yield: About eight, three-ounce appetizer servings of geﬁlte
Broth Ingredients:
4 quarts water
Heads, bones and tails from ﬁsh
Note: A ﬁshmonger can save these for you if he/she sells you ﬁsh as a ﬁlet, just ask.
3 teaspoons salt
3 onions, peeled and roughly chopped (reserve skins)
4 medium carrots
3 tablespoons sugar
Fish Ingredients:
1 medium onion, peeled and roughly chopped
12 ounces whiteﬁsh
4 ounces pike
¼ cup sugar
1½ teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon white pepper
2 eggs
2 tablespoons oil; vegetable or olive oil
To make broth:
Place ﬁsh bones, vegetables, salt and sugar in a large stock pot and bring to a boil.
Lower heat to simmer and cover until geﬁlte is ready to be cooked. Skim oﬀ any
foam that comes to the surface. The broth can also be made without the ﬁsh parts.
To make ﬁsh:
Place onions in food processor and pulse until completely ground. Add whiteﬁsh and
pike ﬁlets, sugar, salt, white pepper, eggs and oil to the bowl of the food processor
and continue to grind, using a rubber spatula or spoon between pulses to make sure
that ingredients are evenly distributed. Pulse in food processor until mixture is lightcolored and evenly textured throughout. Scoop mixture into a bowl. Wet your hands
and form ﬁsh into balls, according to your size preference. They should be a little
bigger then a walnut but smaller then a matzo ball. They will expand as they cook.
Place them one by one into the broth. When all eight servings are in the pot, make
sure heat is low and place top on the pot. Cook geﬁlte in the pot for 30 minutes.
Remove geﬁlte with a slotted spoon and place in a bowl or deep serving dish. Spoon
broth over the geﬁlte and let cool somewhat before placing in the refrigerator. Remove
carrots from broth and cut into rounds ¾ inch thick. Serve geﬁlte with carrot pieces
and fresh horseradish and get creative with your plating!
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The plums add a tartness and sweetness that complement the creamy kugel, and give
this classic casserole an elegant ﬂourish. If you are planning to serve this for a dinner
party or brunch, prep this the day before and bake it right before your guests arrive
Serves 12 as an appetizer
8 ounces egg noodles
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, at room temperature, plus more for greasing the pan
1 cup small curd cottage cheese
8 ounces cream cheese, cut into pieces at room temperature
2 cups whole milk
¼ cup sour cream
3 large eggs
½ cup pure maple syrup or granulated sugar
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
1 ½ pounds plums, pitted and sliced
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
6 tablespoons light brown sugar
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Cook the noodles just until tender, about
5 minutes. Drain and transfer to a bowl. Add the butter and stir gently to coat the
noodles, set aside. In a large bowl with high sides, whisk together the cottage cheese
and cream cheese until ﬂuﬀy. You may also use a hand mixer. One at a time, add the
milk, sour cream, eggs, maple syrup or sugar and vanilla, whisking to incorporate
after adding each ingredient. Add the cottage cheese mixture to the bowl, with the egg
noodles and gently combine. Pour the mixture into a greased 9X13 baking pan. Cover
the pan and refrigerate for at least one hour and up to overnight.
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Bake the kugel uncovered for 45 minutes. Then top
decoratively with the plums and sprinkle with the cinnamon and brown sugar. Bake
for 30 minutes more until the fruit has softened and released its juices. Remove from
oven and let sit for at least 30 minutes before slicing and serving. Eat the kugel warm
or at room temperature.
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Yields about 24 oz.

serves 4-6

Ingredients:
1 lb. carrots, washed, peeled, and trimmed
½ lb. horseradish root, washed, peeled, and trimmed
½ cup sugar
½ cup kosher for Passover white vinegar
1 cup water
3 ½ tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon grated lemon zest
1½ teaspoon salt

2 cinnamon sticks
2 teaspoons whole cloves
1 tablespoon coriander seeds
teaspoons whole black peppercorns
6 cups fresh or frozen blueberries
¼ cup honey
4 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
1 cup cold water
2 egg yolks, lightly beaten
2 teaspoons lemon zest, plus more for garnish
Sour cream or plain yogurt, for serving

To make:
Place carrots in a saucepan and ﬁll with enough water to cover them. Boil carrots
until lightly cooked but not mushy (about 5 minutes, although times vary depending
on thickness of carrots), drain and set aside. In a separate saucepan, combine water
with the sugar and vinegar. Heat until mixture arrives at a slow boil, stirring until
sugar is dissolved. Remove from heat and set aside. Place horseradish root in food
processor with cooked carrots, lemon juice, lemon zest and salt. Pulse processor,
pouring vinegar solution into the processor gradually, making sure to stir ingredients
between pulses. You do not want the mixture to be soupy, so add liquid only until the
carrot-horseradish mix is fully coated, shiny and moist. Be careful not to put your face
too close to the processor while taking the top oﬀ. It will be intense! Place horseradish
in a sealed container. Add more vinegar solution if mixture looks dry. Let it sit in the
refrigerator for at least 24 hours before eating.
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Tie the cinnamon sticks, cloves, coriander seeds, and peppercorns in a square of
cheesecloth for easy removal later. In a medium saucepan, combine the blueberries,
honey, lemon juice, spice bundle, and cold water. Bring to a boil over medium-high
heat, then reduce the heat to maintain a simmer and cook for about 8 minutes. The
berries will break down quite quickly and release a good deal of liquid. Remove the
pot from the heat. Very slowly spoon 3 tablespoons of the hot blueberry liquid into the
egg yolks, 1 tablespoon at a time to avoid curdling the egg yolks. Whisk with a fork
until thick, 1 to 2 minutes, then return the blueberry-egg mixture to the pot and return
the soup just to a boil. Immediately reduce the heat to maintain a simmer and cook for
3 minutes more, until the soup has thickened. Remove from the heat, then immediately mix in the lemon zest. Serve hot, cold or room temperature, garnished with sour
cream and lemon zest.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

INTRODUCING
FORMALLY “THE JEWISH FOOD EXPERIENCE”

SPECIAL FEATURE
The Jewish Food Experience is now THE BIG NOSH!
Bringing our community together through the universal language of Jewish food,
inﬂuenced from the many places Jews have lived throughout the centuries.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH
2PM at the home of
Drs. Leslie & Glenn Green
Author & Cooking Demo - $18
JEFFREY YOSKOWITZ
“THE GEFILTE MANIFESTO”

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30TH
5PM at Kol Yisrael

New Recipes for Old World Jewish Foods

290 North St., Newburgh

TED MERWIN
“PASTRAMI ON RYE”
An Overstuﬀed History
of the Jewish Deli
Author & Food - $25

Wondering why Gefilteria peeps Jeﬀrey Yoskowitz
and Liz Alpern are sporting protective eyewear?
It has to do with the horseradish and grater we
cropped out of the photo!

Enjoy a delicious kosher deli sandwich with all the ﬁxings while Professor Ted
Merwin explores the rise and fall of the Jewish delis in New York. Pastrami on
Rye is the 2015 Jewish Book Award winner.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2017
7PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
1465 Orange Tpke., Monroe
DINNER & FILM - $25
“IN SEARCH OF ISRAELI CUISINE”

DECEMBER DATE AND TIME
TO BE ANNOUNCED
FOOD & FILM - $25
“THE STURGEON QUEENS”
100 years, 4 generations and 1,800,000 lbs. of pickled
herring, Russ and Daughters is still going strong. Enjoy
a dinner of what Zagat calls”smoked ﬁsh like your
grandparents remember” and The New Yorker raves,
“For food to eat with bagels, nobody beats Russ and
Daughters.” Watch The Sturgeon Queens, the delightful,
funny ﬁlm chronicling this New York institution. The New York Daily News
asks, “How did old Jews get to be so cool (and) who would have thought that
listening to old ﬁshmongers could be so interesting and mouth watering?”

The ﬁlm, In Search of Israeli Cuisine
presents a diverse portrait; proﬁling chefs,
home cooks, vinters, cheese makers - all told through the personal language of
food. The ﬁlm’s guide, Michael Solmonmov, is the James Beard Award winning
chef and co-owner of acclaimed Zahav in Philadelphia. The event will be
accompanied by a food tasting, catered by Allan’s Falafel, from recipes drawn
from Solmonov’s new book, Zahav.

MACCABEATS TO PERFORM LIVE IN NEWBURGH
SPECIAL FEATURE

U

sing nothing more than the unadulterated human voice, a clean-cut presentation, and a little
Jewish humor, this unique group of singers is able to connect with fans of all backgrounds and
ages. This talent has caught the eye of the world with their explosion of success on YouTube
and in publications across the world.
Originally formed in 2007 as Yeshiva University’s student vocal group, the Maccabeats have recently
emerged as both Jewish music and a cappella phenomena, with a large fanbase, more than 20 million
views on YouTube, numerous TV appearances, and proven success with four albums. Though the
Maccabeats aren’t your grandfather’s synagogue choir, their ideology and identity play an important
part in what they do. Strongly committed to the philosophy of Torah u-Madda, the integration of
traditional and secular wisdom, the Maccabeats perform an eclectic array of Jewish, American, and
Israeli songs. Their breakthrough piece, Lecha Dodi, is the epitome of this synthesis, combining some
of the most beloved words of Jewish liturgy with Leonard Cohen’s meaningful and melodic Hallelujah.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH 2PM
KOL YISRAEL
290 North St., Newburgh 845-562-5604
ADVANCE TICKETS - $25

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

AT THE DOOR - $35

VIP - $36
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PULLING WEEDS FOR A CAUSE
BY HALANA DESIERVO

JUMPING INTO LIFE

I

n the past I have always seen the summer as an
oﬀ season, a time where my days would consist of
lying around, going on vacation, and ultimately just
ﬁnding things to do that could pass the time until the
next school year. This summer I changed all that. I knew
that I wanted to do something that would have a positive
inﬂuence on the world, but I wasn’t sure how to go about
that until I heard about Mitzvah Corps. I was able to
travel to the Paciﬁc Northwest, more speciﬁcally Seattle,
and witness how local communities handle their social
and economic struggles in a way that is both digniﬁed
and realistic.
The focus of the program that I was lucky enough to
service was environmental justice, as it relates to urban
farming, food justice, and environmental sustainability.
Most of my days were spent in the dirt pulling weeds.
Now that may not seem ideal, but understanding
the chain reaction of how you are helping others is
motivating. It leaves you with a sense of satisfaction,
knowing that you did something good. Pulling weeds
sounds annoying, I know. But you recognize that the
weeds you pull help the plant to grow organic food, and
that the food you helped grow will then feed someone
who may not otherwise have the ability to access such
food. There’s a notion that there is nothing else you’d
rather be doing.

might think “duh,” as someone who has never truly
been exposed to alternate ways of life besides my own,
it was a moment that changed me and increased my
awareness of the realities that others face. In addition to
helping others, we were taught an immense amount of
information that could be used in our own communities.
Coming home was an entirely diﬀerent trip than going
there. On the plane to Seattle, all I could think about was
making friends in a new city and meeting all new people
and how was I going to handle those types of things. I
knew that I was on my way to do mitzvot but yet that
wasn’t at the forefront of my thoughts. However, thanks
to my experience with Mitzvah Corps, my ﬂight back
was ﬁlled with excitement in knowing that I had the
tools to help others. Tikkun Olam is deﬁned by acts of
kindness performed to perfect or repair the world. Being
that I am just one person and cannot and do not intend
to ‘repair the world’ on my own, I am inspired to help
others if even just a small amount.

Halana Hoyt
DeSiervo resides
in Newburgh
with her mom,
dad, and
sister where
they a end
Temple Beth
Jacob. Halana
is a student at
Newburgh Free
Academy. Her
interests include
ac ng as the
Vice President
of Key Club as
well as playing
golf.

Visiting a tent city was one of the most powerful
experiences that I encountered. A tent city is a new
concept to me but talking to some of the people there
has completely changed my perspective of the homeless.
The gist of my takeaway is that one who is homeless is
just that; a person without a home. It’s not something
to be ashamed of and it is a situation that can happen
to anyone in the blink of an eye. While my elders

Harold Levine Endowment Program

EVELYN & MARVIN
ABRAMOWITZ

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT

LEONA & HAROLD
NADLE

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS

DR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

IRV KAPLAN

GEORGIA & DR. IRVING
ANDERMAN

THE KAYE FAMILY

PEARL & NATHAN
OLIVER

The Harold Levine Endowment Program
of the Jewish Federa on of Greater
Orange County currently has more than
forty endowments and con nues to grow,
ensuring our beneﬁciary agencies the ability
to con nue to enrich our community’s
future and to be there to help Jews facing
hardships here and abroad.

DR. JACOB &
JACQUELINE BARIE
JESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF
CELIA & BERNARD
BRICKMAN
PEARL COHN
ROSE COHEN
THE DLUGATZ FAMILY
ANDREA DUBROFF
THE ENDICKKORENMAN FAMILY

MARION R. &
LAWRENCE LEVIN
MARION RIDER LEVIN
ESTHER & FALK
LEVINE
FLORENCE & JACQUES
LEVINE

PAUL ORNSTEIN
EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK
RACHEL & EMANUEL
L
REISER
PATRICIA & DAVID
RIDER
THE RIEGER FAMILY
STELLA RUBINSKY

CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE

LIBBY & MAT
SCHLEIFER

HARRIET & JACK LEVY

CHARLOTTE & JOSEPH
H
SCHULHOF

ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN

GLORYA COVEL SMITH
H

DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ

THE GITTELSOHN
FAMILY

LORE & RABBI DR.
KURT METZGER

ALFRED GOLDBERGER

SYLVIA & MURRAY
MINTZ

THE SURESKY FAMILY
Y

GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

FLORENCE & LEO
SUSSMAN

EDITH & EUGENE
MULLIN

CREATE YOUR
FAMILY’S LEGACY
HERE
HER
ET
TODA
ODA
AY!

LESLIE A. HANDLER
ELLIS HECHT
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JUNE & GERALD
KREISBERG

TRUDY & LEO FLAX

THE GUTTERMANGOLDBERG FAMILY
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BELOW: Oxbow Farms, the last farm visited

ABOUT HALANA DESIERVO

While partnering with the “behind the scenes”
organizations, the farms and gatherers of the food
such as Seattle Tilth, we also saw the ways in which
our work was directly helping the new community
we were graciously welcomed into. Whether it was
helping package bags with Jewish Family Service or
volunteering at the St. James Cathedral Soup Kitchen,
we were helping others in ways we may not have even
been previously aware of.

Make your memory last.
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.

ABOVE: Farm at Sea le Tilth, one of the ﬁrst places
visited

Thank you again to the Jewish Federation of Greater
Orange County for enabling me to participate in this
experience. It has been life changing.

THE SOBEL FAMILY
ESTELLE & MORRIS
SPIVACK

A legacy gi to the Harold Levine
Endowment Program is your way to leave
ﬁnancial resources to Jewish ins tu ons,
enabling them to provide rescue, relief,
support and educa onal services here and
in 60 countries worldwide.
A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish
Federa on can be your partner in planning
a legacy gi that is consistent with your
other estate plans, or you can contact a
tax advisor or estate-planning a orney for
informa on speciﬁc to your situa on. To
arrange for a conﬁden al mee ng, please
contact Jack Berkowitz, 845-615-1111.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

LEVINE FAMILY SPEAKER SERIES
SPECIAL FEATURE

A

waken to a Judaism that will infuse your life with purpose and meaning! Come hear speakers, the
movers and shakers in the Jewish world, who have undergone spiritual journeys that will inspire
and excite your hearts, minds and souls. We thank the family of the late Jacques, Florence and
Harold Levine for their generosity and kindness. This series is FREE and open to the entire community.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17th 7PM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st 8PM

Temple Sinai, 75 Highland Ave. , Middletown

Monroe Temple, 314 N. Main St., Monroe

ANAT HOFFMAN
Dont miss the opportunity to hear
the Israeli activist, Executive
Director of the Israel Religious
Action Center and the director of
Neshot HaKotel, Women of the
Wall. The Jerusalem Post listed
her ﬁfth among its list of 50
Most Inﬂuential Jews forcefully
and successfully bringing the
issue of women’s rights at the Kotel to the “forefront of the
consciousness of world Jewry.”

JOYCE & FRED CLAAR
“VALUES AND ETHICS - THROUGH A JEWISH LENS”

How as parents, grandparents and
teachers do we serve as role models
to our children and integrate Jewish
ethical values into our daily lives?
How do we prepare our youth to
deal with the pressures and moral
ambivalence, which characterize
today’s society? In less than 30
seconds the topics in their book will empower you to create
meaningful discussions that will touch the lives of your
loved ones and teach Jewish values and ethics.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 7:30PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 4th 8PM

Temple Sinai, 75 Highland Ave., Middletown

Monroe Temple, 314 N. Main St., Monroe

ABIGAIL POGREBIN
“MY JEWISH YEAR: 18 HOLIDAYS ONE WONDERING JEW”

RABBA SARA HURWITZ
Rabba Sara Hurwitz received the ﬁrst ordination
in America’s Orthodox community. Despite the
ﬁerce backlash that Hurwitz’s unprecedented
ordainment caused in the Orthodox community,
she maintained her title and her leadership
position. Seeing the hunger of other women to
follow her path to the rabbinate, she helped
found Yeshivat Maharat. What gave her the
strength and nerve to continue on? Come hear her
speak and ﬁnd out.

When Jewish journalist Abigail Pogrebin heard about
the much dissected Pew Study revelation that most
Jews did not ﬁnd a connection to Judaism, it occurred
to her that perhaps they hadn’t looked deeply enough.
She will discuss her unpredictable foray into religious
life, strictly
observing
and learning
about every
Jewish holiday and fast, no matter how
minor. In the process she found a depth of
inspiration and community that she did not
expect. You will be provoked, moved and
entertained.

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT ALL ACCESS PASS?
BY STEFANIE PEARL KOSTENBLATT

SPECIAL FEATURE

Referring person/Organization _________________________________

L

Name of referral ____________________________________________

Each local house of worship and Jewish culture has agreed to oﬀer a set of wonderful
beneﬁts to participants in order to provide them with an uninhibited view of
the sights Jewish life in Orange County has to oﬀer. Participating organizations
include: Congregation Agudas Israel-Newburgh, Congregation Beth El-Port Jervis,
Congregation Beth Hillel-Walden, Congregation B’nai Torah-Greenwood Lake,
Congregation Eitz Chaim-Monroe, Monroe Temple of Liberal Judaism-Monroe,
Temple Beth Jacob-Newburgh, Temple Beth Shalom-Florida, Temple Sinai-Middletown
and The Newburgh Jewish Community Center.

Mail to: AllAccess Pass, 292 North St., Newburgh NY 12550

Together with my co-creator, Dr. Lisa Korenman, we’re asking YOU to let us know
about that friend or family member who is no longer attending a synagogue but is
Jewish in practice or at heart and help us get in touch with them to discuss the All
Access Pass program which begins in January, 2017.

ABOUT STEFANIE AND LISA

ast Spring I had the honor of introducing All Access Pass to the attendees at
Federation’s Annual Meeting. We broke bagels together and shared the vision for
this partner plan which unites all of Orange County’s Jewish organizations in the
spirit of engaging unaﬃliated Jews in the area.

Participants will receive a welcome package introducing them to the beneﬁts, an
onboarding session with a Jewish life coach to discuss needs and steer participants in the
right direction, as well as special programming and admission to Federation events.
The passes also include open-access to High Holiday services county-wide.
The future of Jewish life in our community is in our hands. Help us make this new
program a huge success.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

Phone number_________________ Email________________________
Address: __________________________________________________

We promise to keep this information conﬁdential.
Prefer email? Contact reconnect@jewishorangeny.org
Join our facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/AllAccessPassOC

Stefanie Kostenbla , pictured le is
a long me member of Temple Beth
Jacob, a religious school teacher,
community builder and founder
of HappyHudsonValley.com. She
looks forward to her new role as
Programming Director of the
Newburgh JCC.
Lisa Korenman, pictured right, a
Newburgh na ve, is an Assistant
Professor of Psychology at the US
Military Academy, West Point.
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LOCAL
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that
serve greater Orange County’s
thriving Jewish community. To
help you find the congregation
that best suits your lifestyle, we
have provided a brief overview.
For more detailed information,
we invite you to contact each
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah Congrega on
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7565
Aﬃlia on: Orthodox
Congrega on Agudas Israel
Loca on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
congrega onagudasisrael.org

Congrega on Beth Hillel
Loca on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
congrega onbethhillel.org

TORAH - OUR MOST PRECIOUS GIFT
BY RABBI PHILIP WEINTRAUB

PRACTICAL RABBI

I

magine a world where each day you received the most
precious gift in the world. What would it look like? It
might look just like this one. In our lives, we have the
gift that is renewed each day - Torah. Through the lens of
our rabbinic commentaries and our own imaginations and life
experiences, we can ﬁnd that Torah has something to say about
almost everything in the world. As this summer has been a
scorcher, perhaps not in temperature, but in human tensions, I
think to one of my most favorite texts.
The Mishnah of Sanhedrin was written two thousand years
ago describing an idealized and yet very real justice system.
While not how we always live our jurisprudence, the ideas
that permeate it are so relevant today. For many people today
#blacklivesmatter is a complicated and challenging statement.
Some read it as “(only) #blacklivesmatter” as opposed to
“because of systemic racism and the continued violence and
oppression against too many people of color, we all need to be
reminded that #blacklivesmatter, too.”
Selections from Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5:
For this reason humanity was created as one individual, Adam,
to teach you that anyone who destroys a life is considered by
Torah to have destroyed an entire world; and anyone who saves
a life is as if they have saved an entire world.
And also to promote peace among all humanity, that no
individual can say to another: “My ancestor was greater than
yours.”

We have all heard the ﬁrst part before, yet do we really let it
sink in? Do we truly understand that the loss of any individual,
regardless of faith, is not just a human tragedy but a Divine
one?
The next part is equally important though, a very universalistic
message in a rabbinic text. No one’s ancestor is greater than
another’s. We are all the children of Gd. We live in a society
that desires to be equal, yet has a LONG way to go. Are
we working towards improving society or are we looking
backwards?
In our work through the Jewish Federation, I think we are
looking forward. May that always be true!
ABOUT RABBI WEINTRAUB
For the last ﬁve years, Rabbi Philip
Weintraub has served Congrega on
Agudas Israel in Newburgh.
Educated at Brandeis and the Jewish
Theological Seminary, he strives to
bring an egalitarian, welcoming,
rabbinic perspec ve rooted in
Jewish law and tradi ons. He loves
learning with and teaching people
of all backgrounds. His primary goal
is to help individuals discover the
holiness in their lives and to help
them be their best selves through
Torah and Jewish tradi on.

Congrega on B’nai Torah
Loca on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

Congrega on Eitz Chaim
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of
Liberal Judaism
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Aﬃlia on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Aﬃlia on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Aﬃlia on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
templesinaimiddletown.com
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