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THREE COUNTRIES, 5 WEEKS
BY SAMANTHA GOTTLIEB

SPECIAL FEATURE

T

here’s always the quote of expecting the unexpected.
During my time in the Holy Land this summer, I
came to realize how much more this can be applied in
conjunction with the escalation of the Arab-Israeli conflict and
the initiative of Operation Protective Edge.
When we entered Israel, we spent four days and three nights
in the Negev, where we began our historical education of
Israel itself with Am Yisrael and began our daily excursions
into Israeli life. Of course we all knew about the Arab-Israeli
conflict before entering, for how can you be a Jewish teen
and not know anything? Well, one way or another, everyone
found out things they wouldn’t have imagined this summer,
especially with the acceleration of the war. It was honestly the
strangest thing to physically be in the land that is always on the
news, the land that is a place of solitude for the basis of three
monotheistic religions and the place that is always sought to
be destroyed; yet it stays. To be in this land that is the talk of
the world is a peculiar feeling because instead of being on the
viewing end of it, for once we are the people on the receiving
or producing end of it.
Of course we had other things than the conflict to focus on
during our trip, like the fabulous time that we’d be spending
shopping at shuks or Israeli malls. Just kidding of course that
isn’t all! We were constantly looking for a way to contact
with our friends and family, searching through Israeli news,
purchasing gifts for our friends and family as well as ourselves
(some pampering every now and then can be good for anyone),
going on educational trips, and getting to know one another and
more.

This summer included traveling experiences to not only one,
but THREE countries and for someone who hadn’t been on
a plane except to Florida, this was a lot to take in. The first
8 hour plane ride to the 3 hour, to the 7 hour and all over
again for our ride home was absolutely insane. The running
from airport to airport, moving from hotel to hotel, kibbutz
to kibbutz, bus ride to bus ride and home to home has been
my summer. NFTY’s L’dor V’dor Program has given me
the experiences that I never thought I would have. The trip
itself was almost dream-esque, with my memories and photos
serving as proof. My sincere thanks to the Jewish Federation
of Greater Orange County and the Jack and Jessica Blinkoff
Scholarship Fund for helping me to get to each place that I
traveled. Europe to Israel, hotel to hotel, kibbutz to kibbutz,
concentration camp to Beit Kenesset to the Kotel; תודה רבה לך
Thank you so much!
Sincerely, the girl with an extremely strong
desire to travel again, Samantha Gottlieb.
SAMANTHA GOTTLIEB
is an 11th grade student
at Chester Academy.
She and her family
are members of
Temple Beth
Shalom in
Florida, NY.

NFTY Group 11 at the Ahava statue

Ben Nakagawa, Chanel
Shirazi & Samantha at the
Dead Sea

Atop Har Shlomo

The Kotel

FEDERATION GRANTS OVER $159,400 FOR LOCAL PROGRAMMING

I

srael is still in crisis. Our solidarity as a global Jewish community is more
vital than ever. As the summer moves along too quickly, the teens that went
to Israel early this summer have returned, the Jewish Summer Campers are
home and all are getting ready to go back to school.
Each of the funded programs on the right reflects our Federation’s mission of
enhancing Jewish life in Orange County, NY. We strive to be a good community
partner and through our granting process we can help to ensure that quality
Jewish programs are available to all.
In order to be considered for a grant, an organization must complete a grant
application and fulfill specific qualifications. For further information, please
contact Joyce Waschitz at Joyce@JewishOrangeNY.org or call 845-562-7860.

ORGANIZATION

AMOUNT GRANTED

Jewish Family Service

6,900

Orange County Synagogues

6,500

PJ Library

7,000

6 months to 7 years

Jewish Summer Camp
Jewish Day School Scholarships

8,000
22,000

Birthright Israel

10,000

•

Lag B’omer

•

Celebrate Israel Parade/Film Festival

•

Yom Moreh for our Hebrew school teachers

NextGEN, Young Leadership
Jewish Book Council
TOTAL
Celebrate Israel Parade

14,000

Youth to Israel
Community Activities

Lag b’Omer at Rosmarins Day Camp

$77,000

Newburgh Jewish Community Center

4,000

2,000
2,000
$159,400

AN ALL-CONSUMING WAR
BY ABBE DISTELBURGER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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t was the middle of June and I easily transitioned into the
second half of my term as President. Our planning committee
had met a couple of times and I was quite pleased with all
of the diversified events that we were scheduling for the year.
Little did I know that any sense of complacency would soon be
shattered by the horrific events of June 12th, when three Israeli
teens were kidnapped by Hamas. As hours turned into days
and then weeks, initial optimism, if any, for their safe return
turned into dread, and then sheer horror when the bodies of Eyal
Yifrach, Naftali Fraenkel and Gilad Shaar were found underneath
a pile of rocks on June 30th. We joined Jews all over the world
expressing our outrage over this most heinous and despicable act.
Unfortunately, this situation escalated, with rockets being fired
from Gaza with increasing intensity as well as having the ability
to reach Tel Aviv for the first time. Thankfully, the Iron Dome
defense system has been 85% effective in obliterating those
missiles destined to hit a viable target. It is so hard for us Jews
here in America to imagine the fear that those Israelis in the
hardest hit areas such as Ashkelon, Sderot and Be'er Sheva are
feeling and the ways that their lives have been so radically
altered.
I personally was consumed by the war in Gaza, as I am sure many
of you were, spending much of my waking time listening to the
news and then reading as much as possible. I was even more
fearful once a ground offensive was launched, knowing too well
that there would be more fatalities incurred by the IDF. I even
felt guilty going about my life as usual, knowing how much our
brothers and sisters in Israel were suffering. I was fueled by anger
over the barrage of attacks from the media and public opinion
worldwide equating Israel to Hamas and blaming Israel for the
loss of innocent lives in Gaza. It was so gratifying to attend the
Pro Israel Rally in NYC on July 29th (see pictures on next page)
with 15,000 others and listen to our Congressmen and women
along with Senator Charles Schumer, promising US money for
the Iron Dome as well as assurances that this country was still
Israel’s strongest ally.

Even more gratifying though, was the immense sense of pride
that I felt being a part of the Jewish Federation of North America.
I was so impressed with the immediate call to action to send
$8.5 million to Israel and I was dually impressed with our
partnering agencies on the ground in Israel, who knew just how
and where to appropriate the money. From the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee; with its network of hundreds of
emergency teams, social workers, volunteers and professionals
reaching 10,000 elderly and people with disabilities ensuring their
basic needs, to the Jewish Agency for Israel reaching out to new
immigrants (5,000 French Jews are expected to immigrate by the
end of 2104), to the Israel Trauma Coalition in Sderot and the
Gaza region providing counseling for children and families along
with World Ort, providing respite for hundreds of people from
the South by bussing them to safe neighborhoods, JFNA was
there and will continue to have a vital presence.
Last of all, I am overwhelmed by the response from our local
community. At the time of writing this article, we raised
over $24,000 for the Stop the Sirens Emergency Campaign.
Never have I been prouder to be at the helm of this wonderful
organization that I am so passionate about. May we all pray for a
peaceful and satisfactory resolution!
ABOUT ABBE DISTELBURGER
Abbe Distelburger grew up in Bal more and
moved to Orange County in 1985 when she
married Joe, whose family were long me,
ac ve members of Temple Sinai. Abbe has a
B.A. in Biology from SUNY Albany and a B.S.
in Medical Technology from the University of
Maryland. She has been a licensed Real Estate
Broker since 1996 and currently works for Real
Estate Solu ons. She and Joe live in Goshen,
belong to Temple Sinai and are the proud
parents of two grown children, Eric and Betsy,
both currently residing in NYC.

We are proud to begin our second year of bringing
notable authors to the Orange County community.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014 11AM at Temple Sinai, 75 Highland Ave., Middletown
In 1944, 18 year old Englewood, NJ native Al Moskin was drafted into the US Army, where he served until
1946. As part of General George Patton’s 3rd Army, Mr. Moskin fought in combat through France, Germany and
Austria. He was recently inducted into the NYS Veterans’ Hall of Fame. At this event, co-sponsored by Temple
Sinai, Mr. Moskin will speak about his experiences as as combat soldier and Concentration Camp liberator.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2014 7:30PM at NFA North Campus, 301 Robinson Ave., Newburgh
Martin Fletcher is the author of four books, most recently Jacob’s Oath. A five-time Emmy-winning television
news correspondent who has worked for decades as the NBC News Bureau Chief in Tel Aviv, he is currently a
Special Correspondent for NBC News. In 2010, Mr. Fletcher won a National Jewish Book Award for his book
Walking Israel.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014 2PM at Monroe Temple Beth-El, 314 N. Main St., Monroe
As the population of Hasidim mushrooms to astonishing proportions, The Pious Ones by veteran New York Times
journalist Joseph Berger takes us inside their insular world to explore their origins, beliefs, and struggles - and
the implications of their expanding presence in America. The book also delves into the spate of controversies that
have embroiled Hasidim, from sexual abuse to financial scandals to conflicts over housing and gender roles to the
tension between Hasidic needs and the civil liberties of other Americans.
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 at West Point Chapel, 750 Merritt Rd., West Point
Powerful and harrowing, Tim Townsend’s Mission at Nuremberg - An American Army Chaplain and the Trial
of the Nazis, offers a fresh look at one of the most horrifying times in human history, probing difficult spiritual
and ethical issues, forcing us to confront the ultimate moral question: Are some men so evil they are beyond
redemption?
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2015 1PM at Mt. St. Mary College, 330 Powell Ave., Newburgh
He’s been called America’s greatest living tailor and the most interesting man in the world. In his book, Measure
of a Man: From Auschwitz Survivor to Presidents’ Tailor, Martin Greenfield tells his incredible life story. Taken
from his Czechoslovakian home at age fifteen, arrested for being a Jew, and transported to the Nazi concentration
camp at Auschwitz with his family, Greenfield came face to face with the Angel of Death, Dr. Joseph Mengele
and was divided forever from his family. Presented in conjunction with the Newburgh JCC and Mt. St Mary.
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LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY
BY JOYCE WASCHITZ

W

e would like to recognize and thank those who have made the most
personal and thoughtful gift of all; a commitment to the Jewish Federation
through a will, trust agreement, prepaid life insurance policy or other estate
planning vehicle.

Andrea Dubroff

George Handler

Raena Korenman

“Charity is when you write checks for someone who comes to the door. Philanthropy
is when you set priorities and make a plan over a long period of time.”
Donna Hall
What is a bequest? It is a gift through your will. A Last Will and Testament is a legal
document that an individual creates during their lifetime to designate the distribution
of their assets after death.
A will is important for a number of reasons:
•

The individual can control where and how their estate will be distributed.

• The individual can make specific bequests to family members and other people
who are important to their lives.
• It may save taxes and control unnecessary expenses in the administration of the
estate.

Introducing the
GEORGE HANDLER LEGACY SOCIETY
Gifts can include: money, stocks, real estate, insurance polices and/or a home.
These gifts can make a dramatic and lasting impact on the Orange County Jewish
community.
Some things about Jewish life change. But one thing has always stayed the same.
It is the way each generation has planned and built for the next, making sure the
foundations of Jewish life were strong and could respond to evolving needs. By
creating a Jewish legacy, you join this chain of builders. A legacy gift is an enduring
statement of your values. It ensures that what you cherish about Jewish life remains
vibrant and strong, sustaining and enriching generations.
As stated by Raena Endick Korenman, “As good as it feels to receive a special gift;
those of us who are philanthropic also know how good it feels to give.”
The George Handler Legacy Society includes bequests. Please contact me, Joyce
Waschitz at 845-562-7860 if you have made a bequest in your will, insurance policy or
retirement fund OR if we happened to have missed you.
ABOUT JOYCE WASCHITZ
Joyce Waschitz is the Execu ve Director of the Jewish Federa on and past
president of Monroe Temple Beth El. Joyce and her husband Gary have
lived in Orange County for 33 years and have two children.

ABOUT GEORGE HANDLER
One of 11 siblings who lost their
parents very young, George
Handler worked in insurance sales
and investments. For 43 years he
coached basketball at the Newburgh
JCC and St. Pa ck’s High, winning
more than 700 games, 6 state tles
and a na onal tle. It was not what
he coached, but how. He didn’t just
touch people, he brought them
together. Father of 2 and husband to
Lois, George says, “My will contains
a bequest to the Jewish Federa on
of Greater Orange County’s Harold
Levine Endowment Program, in the
hopes of con nuing the important work Federa on does for
the Jewish people locally, na onally and overseas, especially in
Israel.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 2014
Sept. 2: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 5: Kosher Empty Nester Dinner 7PM Location TBA
Sept. 9: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 9: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Sept. 10: Solar City Party 7PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 12: Kabbalat Shabbat Live 6PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 14: Welcome Back Breakfast 9:30AM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 14: Men’s Club Book Signing 10AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 16: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 16: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Sept. 21: Blood Drive, 10AM at the Monroe Temple
Sept. 21: Men’s Club Comedy Night 1PM at Temple Sinai
Sept. 21: Solar City Party 1:30PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 21: NJCC Chai Singles Dinner 6PM at Gasho of Japan
Sept. 23: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 25: Tashlich Walk 5 PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 30: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Sept. 30: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
OCTOBER 2014
Oct. 5: Building of the Sukkah 9:30AM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 5: Temple Beth Shalom Applefest Fundraiser 10AM in Warwick
Oct. 7: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Oct. 7: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct. 10: Temple Beth Shalom Shabbat Sukkot and new member
Shabbat 7PM location TBA
Oct. 11: Hebrew School Shabbaton Overnight at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 14: Federation Lion of Judah Dinner 6PM at the home of Abbe
Distelburger
Oct. 14: Sisterhood Sukkot Program 6:30PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 12: Sukkot celebration 10:30AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Oct. 12: Federation Concert: Kol Rinah 2PM at the Monroe Temple
Oct. 16: Hebrew School Dancing with the Torah 5PM at Congregation
Eitz Chaim
Oct. 17: Shabbat Simchat Torah and Confirmation 7PM at Temple Beth
Shalom
Oct. 19: Jewish Living program 10AM at Congregation Beth Hillel

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

PRO ISRAEL RALLY ͳ NYC ͳ JULY 29, 2014
Pictured below le to right: Michael Gi elsohn, Gregory Skibinsky,
Arlene Cohen, Sherrill Murray Lazarus, Seymour Kaplan, Rachael
Pictured below le to right: Sherrill Murray Lazarus,
McKible, Gail Oliver, Mona Rieger, Deborah Freedman, David
Michael Gi elsohn, Gregory Skibinsky, Gail Oliver
Glowgower, Ellen Glogower Newman, Rabbi Larry Freedman

FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org
Oct. 19: Noar of Hadassah Celebrates Fatherhood 1PM location TBA
Oct. 21: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Oct. 21: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Oct. 22: Scholastic Book Fair begins at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct. 25: Federation Jewish Film Festival 7:30PM location TBA
Oct. 26: Federation Major Gifts Reception 3PM at the Seligman Estate,
Sugar Loaf
Oct. 26: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh 7PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Oct. 26-28: Scholastic Book Fair, at the Monroe Temple
Oct. 28: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Oct. 28: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
NOVEMBER 2014
Nov. 1: Shabbat Walk with Rabbi Loeb 10AM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 1: Annual Dinner- time TBA at Temple Sinai
Nov. 1: Federation Jewish Film Festival 7:30PM location TBA
Nov. 2: Temple Sinai Trip to Ellis Island & 9/11 Memorial 8:15AM
Nov. 4: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 4: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Nov. 7-9: Monroe Temple 70th Anniversary Celebrations
Nov. 9: Congregation Eitz Chaim Sisterhood Trip TBA
Nov. 9: Penny Social 1 PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 10: Jewish Living program 10AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Nov. 11: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 15: Federation Jewish Film Festival 7:30PM location TBA
Nov. 16: Jewish Book Council-Al Moskin, WWII Liberator 11AM at
Temple Sinai
Nov. 18: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 18: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Nov. 21: Sisterhood Community Dinner 6PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov. 22: Jewish Book Council-Martin Fletcher, Jacob’s Oath 7PM at
North Junior High
Nov. 23: Federation Dollar A Day 2PM at the home of Nadine Pulver
Nov. 23: Sisterhood Holiday Fair 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 23: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh 7 PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 25: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Nov. 26: Interfaith Thanksgiving Program 6PM location TBA
Nov. 26: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob

Nov. 30: NJCC Hanukkah Palooza Vendor/Craft Fair 10AM at 290
North Street
DECEMBER 2014
Dec. 1: Sisterhood/WRJ Hanukkah Program 7PM at Monroe Temple
Dec. 2: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 2: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 7: Holiday Boutique 10AM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 7: Jewish Book Council-Joseph Berger, The Pious Ones 2PM at
the Monroe Temple
Dec. 9: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 9: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 16: Adult Hebrew Class 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Dec. 19: Shabbat Hanukkah/Consecration 7PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 20: Share the Lights 7-9PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 21: Chanukah Party 4:30PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Dec. 22: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh 7PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 23: Sisterhood Latkas & Vodka 7-9PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 23: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 25: Berman Brunch 11AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 30: Women with Wool 10AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Dec. 29-31: NJCC Lego Camp; grade 1-3 9AM, grade 4-6 1PM at 290
North Street

ONGOING EVENTS
-Imma, Abba & Me: every other Sunday 10-11AM at
Temple Beth Shalom
-Temple Tots: alternate Sundays 10AM-Noon at
Temple Beth Shalom
-Adult Bat Mitzvah Group: Thursdays 10AM at
Congregation Agudas Israel
-Scrabble with Rabbi Weintraub: Tuesdays 11AM at
Congregation Agudas Israel
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VOLUNTEERS – A GIFT TO THE COMMUNITY
SPECIAL FEATURE

T

wenty special Volunteers of the Year were
honored by their respective synagogues or
organizations at the Jewish Federation’s Annual
Meeting at the Monroe Temple in June.
Congregation Agudas Israel – Newburgh
Sheila Lakritz has been a member of Congregation
Agudas Israel all of her life. Sheila has been a member
of the CAI Board of Trustees since 2008 and was
recording secretary for the past 3 years. She helps out
in the kitchen when needed to prepare for dinners at
the synagogue and is currently in charge of the newly
created scrip fundraising program.
Congregation Beth Hillel – Walden
Marilyn & Fred Nelson joined Congregation Beth
Hillel in 1995. Fred became involved with the Board of
Trustees and soon found himself a member of the House
Committee. Shortly thereafter, he became a member
of our Cemetery Committee. Marilyn quickly found
a home for herself with the women in the kitchen and
has recently agreed to take charge of maintaining and
keeping our kitchen and pantry stocked.
Congregation B’nai Torah - Greenwood Lake
Marilynn Potter was chosen because she’s been a very
active volunteer and member of the synagogue. She’s
always quick to offer any assistance she can; she bakes
great desserts (especially her cinnamon chip cookies),
is an excellent photographer and has a lot of energy and
great ideas.
Congregation Eitz Chaim – Monroe
Beth Marks and Steve Moses have been members of
Eitz Chaim for many years. They are an ever present
presence and very active volunteers for synagogue
events. Steve is currently on the executive board as
recording secretary. Beth is a trustee on the board and
as B’Kor Cholim is sure to contact members to check
in with them due to illness, surgery or if they just need
a phone call. Beth gives the best D’Var torahs and has
made sure that each week a wonderful drash is given.
Congregation Eitz Chaim Sisterhood
Paula Spector’s work as a volunteer is much to be
grateful for. Paula coordinates our Saturday Kiddush.
She is a member of our Education Committee, Religious
Committee, and is a trustee on our Board. Paula also
serves on the B’kor Cholim Committee which has
been formed to offer support to our Eitz Chaim family.
Together with her husband Jerome, Paula coordinates the
Snack Program which provides healthy, nutritious snacks
for children of low income families within the Monroe
School District.
Jewish Family Service
David Bechtle has been volunteering for the JFS
Friendly Visitor Program since 2005. In the past nine
years, he has logged in over 1100 hours. Residents rely
on David for rides to their medical and other important
appointments. David also picks up grocery lists and
shops for residents or drives and assists them in the
grocery store.
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County
Susan Notar is currently education chair of Newburgh’s
Hadassah chapter, and Secretary and CRC chair of the
Federation of Greater Orange County. She is a past
president of the Newburgh Jewish Community Center.
Most importantly, Susan is a student and a teacher of
Holocaust Studies. She believes that if another event
like the Holocaust is to be prevented, teachers and
community leaders must make others aware of the need
for tolerance and respect for the diversity of all people.
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Monroe Hadassah
Jane Kleiman has been a life member of Hadassah
for six years and is currently serving as treasurer of the
Monroe Chapter of Hadassah. Jane is always “on hand”
to help where needed and they are thankful that she has
become a vibrant part of the chapter.
Monroe Temple Beth-El
Dorothy and Marty Schulman are truly dedicated
to Monroe Temple Beth-El. They chaired the very
successful Shalach Manot fundraiser for many years.
They also oversee weekly Friday night onegs, shopping
for the food and making sure that there is a beautiful
spread after services. In addition, Marty co-chairs the
temple’s Ritual committee.
Monroe Temple Beth-El Men’s Action Club
Herb Simon has 6 years of dedicated service to The
Men’s Action Club, keeping it going and Herb continues
to dedicate himself to the MAC, constantly supporting
all the events and activities. Additionally Herb is always
there for the Temple - seemingly putting the Temple first,
be it his participation in the planning and volunteering
at Festival of Flavors, his organizing the Temple Golf
Outing, his continued support and appearance at Friday
evening and Shabbat morning services or his time as a
Temple Trustee.
Monroe Temple Beth-El Sisterhood
Marcie Weisberg joined Monroe Temple Beth-El in
2007 and has been an active member of sisterhood/
WRJ serving as trustee, VP Membership and VP
Programs. She not only planned two successful paid-up
membership dinners, she created the temple’s “Little
Pink Book” members’ directory. Marcie regularly
participates in “The Arts Light the Way” fundraiser;
she is a passionate artist and together with her husband,
Richard, serves on the MTBE Interfaith Outreach
Committee.

committee, budget, nominating, ritual and cemetery. He
has chaired or co-chaired many of their most successful
fundraisers as well as working on both Rabbi and
Cantorial search committees.
Rachelle Harmer joined Temple Beth Jacob in 1980.
Rachelle was asked to join the temple board in 1985.
When she joined the board, she was asked to be the
secretary, she told them she did not take shorthand or
know Robert’s Rules, but was told “not to worry.” That
advice served her well, as she was secretary for 25 years.
Temple Beth Shalom – Florida
Sharon Halper has been in Jewish education for
thirty years, having served both in congregational and
communal settings. After moving to Warwick five years
ago, she brought that experience to Temple Beth Shalom,
where she continues to enjoy teaching Hebrew, doing
special programs and being unretired!
Temple Beth Shalom Men’s Club
Dave Kohn is a shining example of how the Men’s
Club of Temple Beth Shalom should operate! Dave has
brought his personal hobby as a Master Beer Brewer
to our events. The end product of ‘He-Brew’ has both
enlightened and enhanced Men’s Club events such as fan
favorite BBQs! In addition, Dave has always attended
Men’s Club events and donates much of his time towards
other Temple projects such as website development!
Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood
Lynne Schroh is an active member of Temple Beth
Shalom. She has been involved in many aspects of
Temple life. Lynne taught in our religious school for
many years. She is currently on the Board of Education
as well as on the Temple Board. Lynne is always willing
to pitch in and volunteer for the many temple and
sisterhood events. She is committed to see Temple Beth
Shalom continue to grow strong.

Newburgh Jewish Community Center
Jan Sosnick has been nominated as Volunteer of
the year for his dedication and support of the JCC
Annual Golf Outing, the JCC’s larget fundraiser. The
Golf Outing funds our Camp Scholarship program
for underprivileged kids and funds the Senior Lunch
Program. Jan has spearheaded the golf outing committee
for over 12 years.

Temple Sinai – Middletown
Josephine Bloomfield has assisted with many successful
fund-raisers to support both the Temple and the Men’s
Club, including a Fashion Show and 2 Comedy Night
Performances. Josephine has been involved in many
community-related ventures including Immediate
Past President of the Minisink Valley Rotary Club,
and Executive Producer of and actor in two local film
productions.

Noar of Newbugh Hadassah
Merna Mendelson has worked as a volunteer her entire
life. When she moved to Newburgh, Merna became
active at Temple Beth Jacob and served for many years
on their scrip committee. Merna has proven to be an
exceptional volunteer for the Noar of Newburgh Chapter
of Hadassah. She has served as their membership vicepresident and currently serves as their treasury co-chair.

Temple Sinai Mens Club
Ed Bloomfield is President of the Temple Sinai Men’s
Club, Executive Board Treasurer of Temple Sinai,
Disaster Relief trainee for the American Red Cross, and
a past Director of the Otisville Little League. He has
been an active member of Temple Sinai in Middletown
since 2002.

Temple Beth El – Port Jervis
Susan Serlin has agreed to take on the position of
director on the executive board of sisterhood for the
upcoming year. Now she will be a director on the
sisterhood board and trustee on the temple board.
Gerry Serlin contributes to the Shabbat service when
the rabbi is not present, is knowledgeable in Hebrew
and makes a great seltzer! Jerry is a very active
participant in the congregation and provides leadership
through his can-do, let’s make it happen attitude.
Temple Beth Jacob – Newburgh
Ron Sacks has been a member of Temple Beth Jacob
for 35 years, serving as a board member for 31 of those
years and treasurer for 12. Ron has also served on every

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers!

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY MEGAN CONROY

SPECIAL FEATURE

T

hough her family was very involved and attentive,
Laurie was concerned with how she would be able
to get to her cancer treatment five times a week for
six weeks. Family members were able to adjust their work
schedules in order to take Laurie every Wednesday, but the
rest of the week would be challenging to coordinate on their
own.

medical appointments, some of the same volunteers from the
Friendly Visitor Program would be happy to share a ride with
her again.

“Here for You” is a partnership between Jewish Family
Service and the Saint Luke’s Cornwall Hospital. It is through
this partnership that JFS arranges rides for patients to their
treatments at the Littman Cancer Center. When learning of
Laurie’s needs, we were able to organize volunteers from
both the American Cancer Society and the Friendly Visitor
Program to ensure that Laurie got to her treatments during
the rest of the week. When volunteers were not available, a
cab would pick Laurie up for her treatments at no cost to her.
All of the volunteers who gave Laurie a ride found her to be
inspiring and delightful; some would call to offer to drive her
without even being asked. Laurie was able to successfully
finish her treatments and is now on her way to recovery. She
was so pleased with the service and knows that for future

“Here for You” is part of the Friendly Visitor Program. It
is one of many programs at Jewish Family Service that the
Jewish Federation supports. Learn more about other stories
and events by liking us on Facebook at “JFS Orange”. To
volunteer or for more information, please call 845-341-1173.
ABOUT MEGAN CONROY
Megan Conroy is a graduate
from the Human Services
Program at SUNY New Paltz.
She lives in Warwick with her
family. Megan is a Friendly
Visitor Coordinator at JFS.

MITZVOT IN MOLDOVA
BY DOVY EHRENREICH

JUMPING INTO LIFE

W

hen I first heard that my close friend Emma
was planning on traveling to Moldova
over the summer with an amazing group of
people to teach kids in need the art of Tae Kwon Do
and enrich their knowledge of their Jewish heritage, I
was immediately jealous. Turns out I was extremely
welcome to join the trip, so I decided to take this once in
a lifetime opportunity.
One day it seemed months away and the next we were
landing in what seemed like a whole new world. We
were introduced to Moldavians who would be traveling
with us. They were all thrilled to see some familiar faces
from past trips, as well as newcomers like us. For the

next couple of days, our group toured all around the
cities, visiting Jewish temples, markets, and historic
landmarks. It didn’t take long for Emma and I to bond
with our North Carolina traveling partners. We really
felt like we were in a home away from home.

as well. Seeing them so enthusiastic with reference to
learning more about their Jewish religion and heritage
was extremely uplifting and inspiring. Some of them
successfully became a Bar or Bat Mitzvah while we
were there.

Finally we arrived at Camp Delet where once again
we were welcomed with open arms and cheers.
Here, I honestly met some of the most amazing and
inspirational people; campers, counselors and translators
alike. To our genuine surprise, with only a tiny amount
of help from the translators, kids of all ages were able
to understand and execute the Tae Kwon Do techniques
Emma and I taught them. We had loads of fun with them

It meant so much to me to know I really made a
difference in the lives of these impoverished kids who
were clearly so amazed that actual Americans cared
enough to come to their own country. By the end of the
trip I truly cared for every person I met and we were
all very emotional and reluctant to leave. I know I will
never forget this life and perspective-changing journey.
Thank you.

ABOUT DOVY EHRENREICH
Joseph Dov-Behr Ehrenreich (Dovy) was named for his two
great uncles who perished in the Shoah. He is entering
11th grade at Monroe Woodbury High School. Dovy was the
school’s only 10th grader in Honors physics last year. He
was part of the last gradua ng class at Reuben Gi elman
Day School and was recently confirmed at Monroe Temple
Beth El, where he is con nuing this year as an oﬃcer in the
temple's con nuing program. Dovy’s grandfather was Jonah
Ehrenreich, and his Bubbe is Ruth Sussman, of Congrega on
Eitz Chaim and Monroe Temple Beth El. Jake and Lisa
Ehrenreich are proud to be Dovy’s parents.

T

he Greensboro Jewish Federation has created
a cultural life-line for hundreds of Jews in the
Former Soviet Union through their GreensboroBeltsy Partnership and Jewish Summer Camp, CAMP
DELET. Each year, teens and adults from across the
eastern United States join Jewish teens and adults from
the small Jewish community of Beltsy, Moldova in the
Former Soviet Union. This year they are celebrating
their 14th summer.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

For the American team, visiting and working in
Moldova, offers a “hands on” global leadership service
opportunity to make a powerful difference in the lives
of Jews in the Former Soviet Union. Volunteers serve as
Madrichim (counselors) and act in a leadership capacity
at camp. They take part in 5-6 pre-trip Leadership/
Service sessions and then teach a skill or subject area.

Dovy Ehrenreich and Emma Crouchen traveled to the
Republic of Moldova to teach Tae Kwon Do. Where
is Moldova? The Republic of Moldova is a country in
Eastern Europe located between Romania to its west and
Ukraine to its north, east and south.
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MAJOR GIFTS RECEPTION TO HONOR TWO PAST PRESIDENTS
SPECIAL FEATURE

Y

ou Are Cordially Invited to Join Us for
an Afternoon of Food, Friends and an
Inspiring Program.

Sunday, October 26, 2014 at 3:00PM at the Seligman
Center at the Citizens Foundation, 23 White Oak Drive,
Sugar Loaf, NY. This year we proudly honor Raena &
Alan Korenman and Doris & Dr. Steven Rubinsky.
Our honored guest speaker will be Jeremy Bash. Mr.
Bash was the Chief of Staff at the U.S. Department
of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency. As a
senior advisor to
Leon Panetta in both
roles, he worked
on a number of key
initiatives, including
the creation of a new
defense strategy,
formation of two
defense budgets,
counterterrorism
operations, a new
cyber strategy,
and a range of
sensitive intelligence
operations.
Jeremy Bash is
currently a Managing Director at Beacon Global Strategies
LLC, which he founded with partners Michael Allen,
Philippe Reines, and Andrew Shapiro in 2013.
Raena and Alan Korenman have been married for many,
many years. Alan is now a retired pharmacist and Raena is
a retired school administrator. Both have always thought
of volunteerism as a priority and a way of giving back to
the community.
Alan was a board member at Temple Beth Jacob and
the Newburgh JCC. He is also one of the official
photographers for the Jewish Federation. Now he
constantly volunteers to help Raena in whatever fundraiser
she is doing, and realizes that behind every good
fundraiser is a supportive husband!

Harold Levine Endowment Program
Make your memory last.
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.

Raena has been doing volunteer work since the age of
13, starting as a candystriper at Jewish Chronic Disease
Hospital in Brooklyn. The rest is history, as Raena plans
events
and raises
money for
the Heart
Association,
Miles of
Hope Breast
Cancer
Foundation,
the
Newburgh
Family
Health
Center, the
Littman
Cancer Center and most of all the Jewish Federation of
Greater Orange County.
While president of the Federation, Raena championed
Women’s Philanthropy and Jewish continuity. Two years
ago she was received the Wilson-Kipness award presented
by the Lions of Judah. Raena and Alan are very proud that
their daughter Lisa is one of our Federation’s newest board
members and young leaders. Their daughter Randi lives in
Maryland and is also involved with Federation and with
raising money for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation.
Most importantly, they have two beautiful grandchildren
in their lives, Maren and Lily. And having them around
makes every effort absolutely worth doing!
Doris Rubinsky was born in Wantagh, Long Island, one
of four girls and lived in Queens for 18 years. She was
a medical assistant before taking some time off to raise
a family. Twenty-three years ago she joined the staff of
Jewish Family Service as coordinator for the Friendly
Visitor Program and presently has the position of Program
Director for the Safety Net programs. She has a passionate
interest in environmental issues, is an avid bicyclist and
she loves to cook.

Steven has held volunteer senior leadership positions
with Jewish Federation, Congregation Eitz Chaim and
Hazon. He shares Doris’ interest in the environment. “We
do enjoy biking together but Doris does not share my
enthusiasm for attacking a hill!”
They are the proud parents of three children, Cheryl, Erica
and David, their son-in-law David, and two grandchildren,
Zach and Josh. Steven & Doris are members of
Congregation Eitz Chaim in Monroe, NY.
Both Steven and Doris agreed to accept the honor today
so they could establish an endowment in the name of
Steven’s mother, Stella. She was intelligent, had an
incredible sense of humor, was an outstanding listener and
warm friend to all.
There will be an opportunity to make your gift to the 2015
Annual Campaign. Minimum suggested donation is $613.
Dietary laws observed. RSVP by October 20th to 845-5627860. Need a ride? Let us know.

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT

EDITH & EUGENE
MULLIN

DR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

IRV KAPLAN

GEORGIA & DR. IRVING
ANDERMAN

JUNE & GERALD
KREISBERG

LEONA & HAROLD
NADLE

JESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF

MARION R. &
LAWRENCE LEVIN

CELIA & BERNARD
BRICKMAN

MARION RIDER LEVIN

ROSE COHEN
ANDREA DUBROFF
THE ENDICKKORENMAN FAMILY
TRUDY & LEO FLAX
THE GITTELSOHN
FAMILY
ALFRED GOLDBERGER
THE GUTTERMANGOLDBERG FAMILY
LESLIE A. HANDLER
ELLIS HECHT
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Steven was
an adjunct
professor at
New York
University,
having
received
his doctorate in the area of rehabilitation counseling.
His professional career with both non-profit and State
government has been concerned with advancing the
rights and choices of individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. He is Deputy Executive
Director for ARC of Rockland in Congers, NY.

EVELYN & MARVIN
ABRAMOWITZ

PEARL COHN
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As if you could not tell by his accent and his lack of
landscaping skills, Steven Rubinsky was born and raised
in the Bronx. He attended Herbert Lehman College and
it was
there that
a college
newspaper
friend
introduced
him to
Doris.

ESTHER & FALK
LEVINE
FLORENCE & JACQUES
LEVINE
CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE
HARRIET & JACK LEVY
ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN
DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ
LORE & RABBI DR.
KURT METZGER
SYLVIA & MURRAY
MINTZ
GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

PEARL & NATHAN
OLIVER
PAUL ORNSTEIN
EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK
RACHEL & EMANUEL
REISER
PATRICIA & DAVID
RIDER
THE RIEGER FAMILY
LIBBY & MAT
SCHLEIFER
CHARLOTTE & JOSEPH
H
SCHULHOF
GLORYA COVEL SMITH
H
ESTELLE & MORRIS
SPIVACK
HELEN & HAROLD
SURESKY
FLORENCE & LEO
SUSSMAN

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS
The Harold Levine Endowment Program
of the Jewish Federa on of Greater
Orange County currently has more than
forty endowments and con nues to grow,
ensuring our beneficiary agencies the ability
to con nue to enrich our community’s
future and to be there to help Jews facing
hardships here and abroad.
A legacy gi to the Harold Levine
Endowment Program is your way to leave
financial resources to Jewish ins tu ons,
enabling them to provide rescue, relief,
support and educa onal services here and
in 60 countries worldwide.
A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish
Federa on can be your partner in planning
a legacy gi that is consistent with your
other estate plans; or, you can contact a
tax advisor or estate-planning a orney for
informa on specific to your situa on.
To arrange for a confiden al mee ng,
please contact Mark Fink at 845 782-7651.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org

THINKING OF SELLING OR TRADING
THAT CAR, BOAT, MOTORCYCLE OR RV?
•
•
•
•

Support a worthwhile cause
Receive tax benefits.
Free pick-up
No smog required

EASY & CONVENIENT
Call today, toll free:
www.EitzChaimHebrewSchool.com

VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org or call 845-562-7860 for more informaƟon.

CURRENT PJ LIBRARY FUNDERS
JANE FRIEDLAND

GERALDINE & STEVEN LULOFF

SHARON & JEROME GOLDBERG

DORIS & STEVEN RUBINSKY

RAENA & ALAN KORENMAN

CHERYL & ELLIOT TETENBAUM

866-532-2771
866-JF-CARS-1

SHEILA LEVINSTEIN

WHAT IS NEXTGEN?

SAVE THE DATE!

NextGen: The Next Generation of Leadership is the Young Adult
Division of Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County. The
name, NextGen, reflects our desire to create a lasting commitment,
among younger Jews to ensure the future of our Jewish community.
We believe that by creating a culture of engagement, we cultivate
an active and vibrant Jewish community locally and allow for the
empowerment of tomorrow’s Jewish leaders everywhere. Events
and activities include community-wide
programming, social events, Israel advocacy
and education, and lectures. Our first event
will be Saturday, October 18th 8PM at
Palaia Vineyards Winery, 10 Sweet Clover
Rd., Highland Mills.
WATCH FOR YOUR INVITATION.

Jewish Federation
Women’s Philanthropy
DOLLAR A DAY EVENT
“Eating Disorders in the
Jewish Community”
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD
At the home of Dr. Seth & Nadine Pulver, Highland Mills. “Hungry to be
Heard” is an absorbing documentary that focuses on the rising rates of anorexia,
bulimia and other eating disorders in the Jewish community. It is aimed at
providing education regarding awareness, prevention, and treatment of these
disorders. We will be meeting filmmaker Leta Lenik, as well as several others
whose work and lives have been impacted by this growing problem.
WATCH YOUR MAIL & EMAIL FOR AN INVITATION

ESSENTIAL EATING
BY ROZ PORTNOY

COOK’S CORNER
DELICIOUS BAKED CHICKEN

SWEET AND SOUR MEATBALLS (handed down by my mother)

One chicken cut into eighths with skin removed. Crushed Rice Krispies; put
some in a plas c bag and use a rolling pin to crush. Pour about 1/3 cup corn
oil into a pie plate sized dish;
add more oil as needed.Sprinkle
garlic powder and oregano flakes
into the oil, according to taste.
Dip chicken into oil mixture then
coat with crumbs. Cover chicken
with foil. Bake at 350 degrees for
about 30 minutes, remove foil
and bake for about another 15
minutes or un l crumbs appear
crisp.

1 pound ground beef
2 tablespoons matzo meal
2 tablespoons water
1 tablespoon grated onion
1 egg
1 teaspoon salt
⅛ teaspoon pepper

3 tablespoons Nyafat
1 cup chopped onions
1 can Rokeach Tomato Sauce with mushrooms
½ cup honey
½ cup boiling water

Combine first 7 ingredients. Shape beef into 1 inch balls. Heat Nyafat in deep
heavy skillet. Add meatballs and chopped onions. Meanwhile combine remaining
ingredients. Pour over meat. Cover and
cook for one hour. Serves 4.

ABOUT ROZ PORTNOY
Roz has been re red 14 years from Rockland County Dept. of Social Services, having been
a caseworker for Child Protec ve Services. She has three children; Sharon, Deborah and
Ma hew and seven grandchildren. Roz is a member of Hadassah, Congrega on Agudas
Israel, Orangetown Jewish Center and Young at Heart. She volunteers her me at CAI and
OrangetownJewish Center. Roz enjoys doing various ac vi es with her grandchildren.
Roz especially enjoys hos ng holiday dinners and par es for her family where she shares
the cooking and prepara ons with son-in-law Todd’s mother, Paula Kelson, who recently
became a member of the Newburgh community.

www.JewishOrangeNY.org
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LOCAL
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that
serve greater Orange County’s
thriving Jewish community. To
help you find the congregation
that best suits your lifestyle, we
have provided a brief overview.
For more detailed information,
we invite you to contact each
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah CongregaƟon
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7565
Aﬃlia on: Orthodox
CongregaƟon Agudas Israel
Loca on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
congrega onagudasisrael.org

CongregaƟon Beth Hillel
Loca on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
congrega onbethhillel.org

CongregaƟon B’nai Torah
Loca on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

THE ROCKETS FLY...
BY RABBI LARRY FREEDMAN

PRACTICAL RABBI

T

his summer we are in anguish over
an attack on Israel. Two attacks,
actually. There is the attack of
rockets landing in Israel and tunnels
delivering terrorists into Israel. And then
there is the attack on truth.
This attack is more difficult. Convincing
the world that Israel is engaging in a
just war because Hamas is firing rockets
into its sovereign territory ought to be
the easiest sell in the world. Yet it has
become very difficult to explain that one
territory isn’t free to shoot at another
territory.
Hamas is a clever enemy. Their fighters,
when caught on camera (few of them
are because press photographers are
threatened to point the lens the other
way) wear blue jeans. Meanwhile the
Israelis are kitted out in full battle regalia.
The world sees civilians verses soldiers
and assume that Israel is oppressing the
Gazans.
The world sees dead and injured children.
Horrible! What the world won’t see or
will refuse to see is how many of these
children are placed in harm’s way on
purpose. I’ve seen one video where a
dead child is posed for three separate
photo opportunities. Grisly. There are
open areas for launching rockets in Gaza
but nothing gets the world’s attention like

injured children and flattened houses.
And while we’re on that subject, do I
have to actually say that no decent human
being wants to see children harmed in
war? Why is it that Jews feel obligated
to offer any defense of Israel with, “of
course I deplore the pain of the Gazans?”
Does the world think that unless we
specifically decry dead civilians we
actually applaud it?
Here is where you come in. You, the
person reading this, must speak up and
defend Israel’s just cause. You do not
have to defend every Israeli policy. You
do not have to sacrifice your values. You
do not have to adapt a foolish love-Israelright-or-wrong attitude. You just have to
repeat whenever you can that thousands,
thousands of rockets fall on Israel sent by
Hamas. You have to repeat at every water
cooler and summer picnic that the tunnels
are filled with bombs and are designed
not to smuggle in food but weapons and
to deliver Hamas terrorists into Israel.
(The tunnels used for smuggling food
go to Egypt). You have to be the very
calm, very kind yet very firm voice that
says, “no” when someone tries to end the
conversation by saying something like,
“well it’s a cycle of violence.” No, it’s
not a cycle of violence. The rockets fly
and Israel builds shelters. The rockets fly

and the Israelis, with the US, develop the
Iron Dome system. The rockets fly and
Israel tries some targeted assassinations.
The rockets fly and so finally Israel
attacks back. It’s not a cycle of violence.
And then, calmly, sweetly, ask your
friend, “What would you do?” Ask them:
What would you do if some country
tossed rocket after rocket after rocket on
our country?
This is your role. You need to defend
Israel’s right to exist and right to selfdefense. It’s a simple and clear message.

ABOUT RABBI FREEDMAN
Rabbi Larry Freedman
began his tenure at
Temple Beth Jacob in July
2008. Rabbi Freedman
served four years as
associate rabbi at Temple
Sinai of Roslyn, N.Y., then
as associate rabbi and
educator at Temple Sinai
of Pi sburgh for 10
years. Rabbi Freedman is
an 11-year veteran of
Eisner Camp and served
as faculty at Kutz Camp, Camp George in Ontario
and Goldman Union Camp in Indianapolis. Rabbi
and his wife Deborah have two sons.

CongregaƟon Eitz Chaim
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of
Liberal Judaism
Loca on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Aﬃlia on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Aﬃlia on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Aﬃlia on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Aﬃlia on: Conserva ve
templesinaimiddletown.com
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