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7TH ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS...

This Fall, the Jewish Federation is proud to bring 
three wonderful fi lms to Orange County to be 
screened at two convenient locations. Admission is 

a suggested donation of $6 for adults, with children 14 and 
under free. All fi lms are shown with English subtitles.

Saturday, October 31st 7:30PM 
Downing Film Center, 19 Front St., Newburgh

 
ZERO MOTIVATION

  Hebrew 
97 minutes

A unit of female Israeli soldiers at a remote desert base 
bide their time as they count down the minutes until they 
can return to civilian life.

Saturday, November 7th  7:30PM
Monroe Theater, 34 Millpond Pkwy, Monroe

GETT: THE TRIAL OF 
VIVIANE AMSALEM

Hebrew, French, 
Arabic
115  minutes

In Israel there is neither civil marriage nor civil divorce. 
Only rabbis can legitimate a marriage or its dissolution. 
But this is only possible with full consent from the 
husband, who in the end has more power than the judges. 
Viviane Amsalem has been applying for divorce for 
three years. Her husband Elisha will not agree. His cold 
obstinacy, Viviane’s determination to fi ght for her freedom 
and the ambiguous role of the judges shape a procedure 
in which tragedy vies with absurdity and everything is 
brought out for judgment, apart from the initial request.

Saturday, November 14th 7:30PM
Monroe Theater 34 Millpond Pkwy, Monroe

GOD’S SLAVE

Spanish
90 minutes

Inspired by true events, “God’s Slave” is the story of 
Ahmed and David, two extremist characters, one Islamic 
and the other Jewish, who cross their paths while being in 
the opposite side of the confl ict in the A.M.I.A bombings 
that took place in 1994 in Buenos Aires.

The Jewish Film featival is made possible in part by a 
grant from Orange and Rockland Utilities.

As Campaign Chair and 1st Vice President of the 
Jewish Federation, I am delighted to invite you 
to our Major Gifts Dessert Reception on Sunday, 

October 25th at The Lodge at Stony Ford Golf Course in 
Montgomery, NY from 3 to 5PM. 

This year we 
are privileged 
to honor 
Marsha and 
Dr. Morris 
Sobel. 
Marsha is a 
past president 
of the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Orange County and future 
president of Temple Beth Jacob. She is a retired Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools in the Newburgh School 
District and has devoted many years of dedicated 
service to our Federation, Temple Beth Jacob, and to the 
community at large. Dr. Morris Sobel is a pediatric dentist 
serving Orange County for most of his career and a past 
president of the Newburgh Jewish Community Center and 
Congregation Agudas Israel. Marsha and Morris have two 
daughters and a son and reside in the town of Newburgh.

From Middletown, 
we honor Marty and 
Linda Dlugatz. 
Linda is a past 
president of Jewish 
Family Service. 
She was on the 
Temple Sinai 
Board of Trustees 

where she served as secretary and the Temple Sinai 
Board of Education where she served as chair. Linda’s 
community service also included the Middletown Day 

Nursery Board, the Orange County Arts Council and 
the Foundation Board of ORMC during the fundraising 
years. Marty Dlugatz has served on the Middletown 
School Board where he was president for two terms. 
The family business, Gilman’s Cleaners, is a third-
generation business that serves all of Orange County. 
Marty has also served on the Federation Board and the 
Little People Nursery school board. Marty commanded 
the National Guard in Middletown during the late 60s 
and early 70s, one of the last commanders before the post 
was transferred. Marty and Linda have 3 daughters, 4 
grandsons and 1 granddaughter. Both Marty and Linda 
graduated from Middletown High School.
The Sobel and Dlugatz families have dedicated their lives 
to community service.  Their service and commitment 
to The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County is 
far reaching and deeply moving.  Marsha Sobel said to 
me when I fi rst joined the Jewish Federation Board of 
Trusteest, “Through Federation at any hour of the day, 
you can be virtually anywhere on the globe, making a 
vital difference in Jewish lives at home, in Israel and in 
over 70 countries around the world. Through Federation 
you touch more Jewish lives than any other organization 
on the planet.” As a new Board member that left a big 
impact on me. 
The fi rst person who solicited me for Federation’s Annual 
Campaign was Marty Dlgutaz. He said, “Wherever there 
is a Jewish community, Federation is at work, rebuilding, 
supporting and strengthening Jewish life.”
Please join us on Sunday October 25th to honor the Sobel 
and Dlugatz families for their leadership in our Jewish 
community and the community at large.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and peaceful 
New Year. L’Shanah Tovah!  

AUTHOR SETH SIEGEL TO SPEAK 
AT MAJOR GIFTS EVENT 

A WATER CRISIS IS COMING.
WHAT CAN THE WORLD DO TO AVOID IT?

ISRAEL HAS THE ANSWER
If you are worried about global water shortages, and you 
should be, Seth Siegel brings an urgent message of how 
the world can save itself using remarkable techniques 
and technology developed in Israel. (Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg)
Israel's astonishing ingenuity for wresting abundance from 
drought is an inspiring and instructive blueprint for the 
planet. (Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.)
A really interesting account of the possibilities for 
technology to solve one of the greatest and underestimated 
challenges of our age. (Tony Blair)
Seth Siegel shows how Israel uses its water skills both to 
help developing nations and as a tool of diplomacy…. how 
Israeli specialists and NGOs greatly helped many Africans 
gain access to clean water. (Ruhakana Rugunda, Prime 
Minister of Uganda)
Reserve your spot now to 
hear author Seth Siegel’s eye-
opening account of the methods, 
techniques and the often off-beat 
inventors who have enabled 
Israel to turn adversity into a tool 
of diplomacy. Get a free book 
mailed to you on the release date, 
courtesy of Federation! LIMITED 
SUPPLIES AVAILABLE, 
RESERVE YOURS WHEN YOU 
RSVP  at www.jewishorngeny.org.
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Greater Orange County
292 North St. 2nd Floor
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PRESIDENT: Leslie Green
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Joyce Waschitz
PROGRAM COORDINATOR: 
Sharon Ball
OFFICE MANAGER: Georgia Mason                                                                                
CREATIVE DIRECTOR: Sharon Ball

WE ARE ONE, the newspaper of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County, is published three times a year 
and is available at temples, libraries, 
YMCAs, doctors’ offi ces, and other 
locations throughout Orange County. 
It can also be viewed on our Web site, 
JewishOrangeNY.org

WE ARE ONE does not accept 
ads or copy that we perceive to be 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, Holocaust-
denying or in any way defamatory 
to the Jewish people. We reserve the 
right to reject an advertisement that 
is detrimental to any organization, 
institution, individual, or contrary to 
the interest of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County. 

For more information regarding 
advertising opportunities, or to 
contribute a story, letter or photo, 
please follow our submission 
guidelines in the news section of our 
Web site, JewishOrangeNY.org

Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
together with community members 
to build and support a strong Jewish 
community - enriching people’s lives, 
helping those in need, and embracing 
new Jewish families. Each year, our 
recipient organizations in Orange County, 
subsidized by generous Federation 
funding, help tens of thousands of people 
here at home. As part of the Jewish 
Federations of  North America, we 
support hundreds of thousands more with 
our humanitarian initiatives around the 
world. For additional information, visit 
JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
please contact our offi ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
Federation mission are appreciated. 

AUGUST 2015
Aug. 3: Learning Liturgy, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 4: Basic Hebrew, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 4: Scrabble w/Rabbi Weintraub, 11AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 4: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Aug. 7: Ask Rabbi Weintraub, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 7: NJCC DooWop Shabbat, 5PM at 290 North St., Newburgh
Aug. 7: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Aug. 8: Luncheon for Rabbi Rubenstein, 9AM at Temple Sinai
Aug. 8: Shabbat service, 9:30AM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Aug. 9: Noar of Newburgh Hadassah Pool Party, 1PM at the home of 
Sharon Kelson 
Aug.11: Basic Hebrew, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug.11: Scrabble w/Rabbi Weintraub, 11AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug.11: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Aug 11: Dreaming of a Perfect World, The High Holidays 7:30PM at Cong. 
Agudas Israel
Aug 12: Lunch & Learn w/Rabbi Weintraub, 12:30PM at Nimai’s Bliss 
Kitchen
Aug. 13: Learning Liturgy, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 13: Observant Life, 7PM, location TBA
Aug. 14: Ask Rabbi Weintraub, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 16: Film- “Welcome to Kutchers,” 1PM at 290 North St.
Aug. 16: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh, 7PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Aug. 17-21: Creative Dance Camp ages 5-9 “Frozen,” 9AM at 290 North 
St., Newburgh
Aug. 17-21: Creative Dance Camp ages 10+ “Mary Poppins,” 1PM at 290 
North St., Newburgh
Aug. 18: Basic Hebrew, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 18: Scrabble w/Rabbi Weintraub, 11AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 18: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Aug. 18: Dreaming of a Perfect World, The High Holidays 7:30PM at Cong. 
Agudas Israel
Aug. 20: Learing Liturgy, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 21: Ask Rabbi Weintraub, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 23: Speaker, 10AM at Temple Sinai 
Aug 23: Movie, 7PM, “Crossing Delancy,” at Cong. B’nai Torah
Aug. 25: Basic Hebrew, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 25: Scrabble w/Rabbi Weintraub, 11AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 25: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim 
Aug. 27: Learning Liturgy, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 27: Book Club, “The Bus On Jaffa Road, 7: 30PM at Cong. Agudas 
Israel
Aug. 28: Ask Rabbi Weintraub, 10AM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Aug. 28: Community Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Aug. 30: Yard Sale, 9AM at 290 North St., Newburgh
Aug. 30: Eitz Chaim Sisterhood Bike Ride/Picnic, 10AM at the Heritage 
Trail, Goshen
Aug. 30: Youth Fair, 3PM at 290 North St., Newburgh

SEPTEMBER 2015
Sept. 1: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Sept. 8: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Sept. 12: Food Distribution, 8:30AM at Goshen Food Pantry 
Sept. 17: Hebrew School Begins, 4:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom Sept. 20: 
Religious School Opening Day & BBQ, 10AM Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 20: Building the Sukkah & Welcome Back Breakfast, 10AM at 
Temple Sinai
Sept 20: Sisterhood Decorates the Sukkah, 10AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Sept. 20: Federation/Jewish Book Council-Arlene Alda, 2PM at the Monroe 
Temple
Sept. 22: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Sept. 23: Break the Fast, after Ne’ilah at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 26: NJCC-NY Yankees Suite Event, 4PM vs Chicago at Yankee 
Stadium
Sept. 27: Blood Drive, 8AM at Monroe Temple
Sept. 27: Sukkot Family Service, 7PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Sept. 27: Sisterhood Meeting, 9:45AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Sept. 29: TBS Sisterhood Open House, 6:30 at the home of Robin Bordman

OCTOBER 2015
Oct. 2: Simchat Torah/Consecration, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Oct. 2: Hebrew School Shabbat Dinner, 6PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 2: Kiddush/Community Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 4: Sukkot Celebration, 10AM at Cong. Beth Hillel 
Oct. 5: First Grade Consecration, 7PM at Monroe Temple

Oct. 7: Golf Outing & Dinner, 11:30AM at Mansion Ridge
Oct. 7: JFS “Roots” Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 11: Federation/Jewish Book Council-Dan Ephron, 2PM at NFA North 
Oct. 13: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 13: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh, 7PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 16: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel 
Oct. 18: Eitz Chaim Sisterhhod Trip to Jewish Museum, 9AM
Oct. 18: Tricky Tray, 1PM, at Temple Sinai
Oct. 18: Crop Walk, 1PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Oct 18: JFS Dine Around, 4:45PM at various Goshen homes
Oct. 20: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 21: JFS “Roots” Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Oct. 23: Community Dinner/services, 6PM, at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 25-27: Torah School Book Fair, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Oct. 25: Holiday Fall Festival and Boutique, 10AM at Temple Sinai 
Oct. 25: Federation Major Gifts Event, 3PM at Stony Ford Lodge
Oct. 25: Free Movie, 7PM, “Woman in Gold” at Cong. B’nai Torah
Oct. 27: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Oct. 29: Sisterhood Wine & Design, 6:30PM at Monroe Temple 
Oct. 30: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Oct. 31: Federation Jewish Film Festival- “Zero Motivation” 7:30PM at the 
Downing Film Center, Newburgh

NOVEMBER 2015
Nov. 1: Federation/Jewish Book Council-Mordecai Dzikansky, 2PM at the 
Monroe Temple
Nov. 3: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov. 4: JFS “Roots” Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 6: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 6: BETY Spaghetti Dinner, 6:30PM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 7: Federation Jewish Film Festival- “Gett” 7:30PM at the Monroe 
Theater
Nov. 8: Penny Social, 1PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Nov. 10: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov. 11: NJCC School’s Out Program, 11AM at Tarsio Lanes, Newburgh
Nov. 12: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh, 7PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov.13: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Nov.14: Family Night, 7PM at Temple Sinai
Nov. 14: Federation Jewish Film Festival- “God’s Slave,” 7:30PM at the 
Monroe Theater
Nov. 14: Cocktail Party, TBA, at the Home of Diane & Marty Soss
Nov. 15: Federation/Jewish Book Council-Chef Rossi, 2PM TBA
Nov. 17: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov 18. 7: JFS “Roots” Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Nov 21: Comedy Night, 6PM at the Newburgh JCC
Nov. 22: Sisterhood/WRJ Holiday Bazaar, 9AM at Monroe Temple
Nov. 22: Sisterhood Meeting, 9:45AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov. 22: Sisterhood Holiday Boutique, 1PM at Temple Beth Shalom Nov. 
22: Free Movie, 7PM, “The Queen” at Cong. B’nai Torah
Nov. 20: Community Dinner/services, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Nov. 24: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Nov. 24: Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, 7PM at Cong. Beth Hillel

DECEMBER 2015
Dec. 1: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 2: JFS “Roots” Program, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
Dec. 4: Tot Shabbat, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 6: Chanukah Program, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Dec. 8: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 9: TBS Sisterhood Holiday Dinner, 6:30 location TBA 
Dec. 11: LatkeFest/Community Dinner, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom 
Dec. 11: Chanukah Celebration/Dinner, 6PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
Dec. 11: Hanukkah Family Service, 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Dec. 12: Chanukah Celebration, 6:30PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec.13: Hanukkah Party, 4PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
Dec. 13: Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh, 7PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 15: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 20: Screening “Crossing the Line 2” time and location TBA
Dec. 22: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
Dec. 25: Brunch, 11AM at the home of Judi & Marty Berman
Dec. 25: Volunteer at Our Father’s Kitchen, time TBA 
Dec. 27: Free Movie, 7PM, “The Lion King” at Cong. B’nai Torah
Dec. 29: Women with Wool, 4PM at Cong. Eitz Chaim

Stay in the loop with our weekly WE ARE ONE eNews Edi  on email blasts. We feature news 
and upcoming events for the en  re Orange County Jewish community. Send your email 

address tosharon@jewishorangeny.org. We never share your email address with anyone!

UPCOMING EVENTS                                             FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org



Are you expecting or know someone who is? Have you recently adopted a 
newborn or toddler? Our Shalom Baby welcome bag is fi lled with Jewish - 
themed gifts and resources. We would love to provide you with one of these gift 

bags compliments of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County and many of our 
Jewish community synagogues, agencies and schools.
Shalom Baby is designed to help Orange County, NY families; affi liated, non - affi liated 
or interfaith, celebrate the arrival of their Jewish newborn. Included is information from 
many different organizations in the Orange County Jewish community. Some of these 
organizations offer programs for infants and toddlers, from Jewish - pre school and 
beyond. 
The best way to get the word out about Shalom Baby is by word of mouth. Please let me 
know if you are aware of someone in our community that might enjoy getting a Shalom 
Baby basket. Maybe your Physical Therapist is Jewish or the Yoga teacher…

A PJ Library signup form along with an “OY BABY” 
DVD is one of the items from the Jewish Federation.  
The PJ Library is a Jewish family engagement 
program for children 6 months through 8 years of age. 
Families are able to explore the timeless core values 
of Judaism through books and music. Look for the 
brochure in the basket or go online to sign up today www.JewishOrangeNY.org. 
Whether it’s your fi rst born or your fi fth, Shalom Baby is ready, welcome bag in hand, to 
deliver to you! For more information, contact me at 845-562-7860 
or Joyce@JewishOrangeNY.org.
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ANTI-SEMITISM COMES TO CAMPUS
BY LESLIE GREEN
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

When it came time to research and visit potential colleges for our children, my 
husband and I limited ourselves to schools that we felt combined academic 
excellence with a strong, welcoming, and vibrant Jewish presence.  We had 

heard about the increasingly hostile, anti-Israel sentiment on campus. After two years 
of schlepping my eldest daughter Sarah to Columbia’s Kraft Center to the Write On For 
Israel program during her junior and senior years of high school, I had no doubt that she 
was secure in her knowledge of the confl ict and well prepared to be an engaged student.  
She arrived at Emory, became active in Hillel and was chosen as the Grinspoon Israel 
Advocacy Intern and eventually became President of Emory Students for Israel. But we 
were all stunned at how quickly she was put to the test when an undeniably anti-Semitic 
cartoon was published in the Emory University campus newspaper with the caption 
“Experience is the Best Teacher.”

Besides drawing a false moral 
equivalence between the 
defensive wall built by Israelis to 
keep out terrorists and the Nazi’s 
concentration camps and ghettos 
built to annihilate an entire race; 
the student cartoonist shockingly 
trivialized the Holocaust by 
inverting it; portraying Israel, 
Israelis and Jews as Nazis. 
In the past few years, the hostile 
environment on campuses has 
increased. Jewish students at 
NYU, Northeastern and Harvard 

University wake up to fi nd mock eviction notices slid under their doors, accusing Israel 
of ethnically cleansing its Arab inhabitants. Swastikas are spray painted on the houses of 
the traditionally Jewish fraternity AEPi at Vanderbilt, UC Davis, University of Oregon, 
Emory and Berkley.  At UCLA and Stanford, Jewish students running for elections have 
had their qualifi cations challenged on the grounds that previous travel to Israel and their 
Jewish identity might disqualify them as candidates. At the University of Santa Barbara, 
fl iers with a large Jewish star printed on them declaring, “9-11 was an inside job” were 
handed out.  These are but a few of the many recent incidents that distressingly show 
how anti-Semitism, under the pretext of anti-Zionism, has made its way onto U.S. 
college campuses.
To be sure, American campuses are welcoming to Jews and it is important not to equate 
every anti-Zionist retort with anti-Semitism. These incidents are coming from a small 
(but increasing) percentage of campuses. Gone are the days of Jewish quotas. Many 
faculty and University Presidents are Jewish. Jewish life fl ourishes on most campuses, 
with vibrant Hillels, Chabads and admired Jewish studies programs. That being said, 
the liberal atmosphere on campus provides fertile ground for unquestionably accepting 
simplistic premises about Zionism. Half-truths and obfuscation abound, often springing 
from the honorable but mistaken motive of advocating for the perceived long-suffering 
underdog.
Trinity College just released an in-depth survey of 1,157 self-identifi ed Jewish college 
students from across the nation. An alarming 54% of students reported that they had 
been subjected to or witnessed instances of anti-Semitism during the 2013-2014 school 
year. Unexpectedly, the survey showed that Conservative and Reform Jewish students 
were more likely than Orthodox to report instances of anti-Semitism. 

Unfortunately, Jewish students are not always sure how to respond. When confronted 
with “die ins” where pro-Palestinian students play dead in protest of the most recent 
Gaza War, or mock check points where students are stopped and asked for their ID, it 
may be diffi cult to counter or feel equipped to handle the one-sided hate-fest directed 
against Israel. If you are a young, impressionable Jewish student unsure of what is true 
and what isn’t, you may begin to question your beliefs and bonds with Judaism and 
Israel.
It behooves us to make sure that our students arrive at college armed with the 
knowledge and the facts as pertains to the confl ict and peace talks. 
To help our synagogues meet the challenge of empowering Orange County Jewish 
students before they enter the politicized campus environment, Jewish Federation 
has purchased Jerusalem U’s Step Up for Israel course. We are making it available 
to each synagogue and Hebrew School free of charge, to use in the manner that 
they feel best suits their curriculum.  This phenomenal, powerful, educational tool 
for students in grades 8-12 honestly grapples with the complex problems that modern 
Israel deals with on a daily basis. The curriculum uses dynamic movie clips and fi lms, 
taught by world-renowned educators and historians. The course covers many varied 
topics from the founding of the state in 1948, the opposing narratives surrounding both 
Palestinian refugees and Jewish refugees from Arab nations, the often biased role the 
media plays in shaping global opinions about Israel and the strengths that enabled the 
Israelis to turn a desert into one of the most vibrant, innovative and open democracies 
on the planet. 
Jews in America have made too much headway over the last century to cause us 
to overreact. However, we must address these issues now. If this is a subject that 
concerns you, you won’t want to miss Federation’s screening of “Crossing the Line 
2” on December 20th. Make sure to save the date. This powerful new documentary 
reveals the rise of anti-Semitic Israel activity and anti-Zionist rhetoric on campus. The 
movie will be followed by a panel discussion and a question and answer session with 
students and activists. Be sure to bring your high school and college aged children and 
grandchildren with you.

“SHALOM BABY” WELCOMES NEWBORNS
BY JOYCE WASCHITZ
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Joyce Waschitz is the Execu  ve Director of 
the Jewish Federa  on and past president of 
Monroe Temple Beth El. Joyce and her husband 
Gary have lived in Orange County for over 30 
years and have two children.

ABOUT LESLE GREEN

Leslie Jakoby Green grew up in Brooklyn, the daughter of Holocaust survivors.  
She moved to Orange County wen she married Glenn, who was born and raised in 
Newburgh and whose family were among the founding members of Congrega  on 
Agudas Israel. Leslie graduated from Boston University School of Medicine and 
prac  ces ophthalmology in Warwick, Goshen, Monroe and Port Jervis. She lives 
in Chester and is the proud mother of 3 children; Sarah, an art director who lives 
and works in New York City, Michael who will begin Medical School this fall and 
Beth who is a junior at Barnard.



David Neves, from Port Jervis, shared how 
volunteering for Jewish Family Service’s 
Friendly Visitor Program has enriched his life.

  In 2008, he was involved in a very bad car accident. By 
looking at photos, people fi nd it hard to believe that David 
survived. Survived, he did indeed! David has a disability 
which keeps him from being employed, but once he 
recovered, he knew that he had to give of himself in some 
way.  He was not one to sit in front of the TV all day.  
Rabbi Schwab suggested to Doris Rubinsky that she give 
David a call.  
When asked why he volunteers, David didn’t hesitate.  
“I’m obligated to help people. It’s not even an option; I 
need to help as much as I can. As far as chores go, I like to 
drive. Knowing I help people means a lot.” We wondered 
what David enjoys about driving people to medical 
appointments. “I enjoy the company. People who I take, 
I strike up a conversation. I see them frequently enough, 
I get to know them. I am helping people who really need 
the help. It’s a two way street.”  And on a very practical 
level, David let us know, “to get to a doctor or specialist’s 
appointment from Port Jervis to Goshen, a cab ride could 
cost $80. That would be impossible for some to afford.  
As people get older, they need more medical care; the 
Friendly Visitor Program is the only way that some people 
can get the medical care they need.”  
One neighbor that David has given rides to for years 
shares that, “David has been super. We both have 

disabilities. It means the world to me that even though 
he is in pain, he gives me rides to my doctors every other 
week.” This certainly validates David’s comment 
about volunteering being a “two way street.” 
As far as volunteer recruitment is concerned, David 
is one of our best voices. He shared what he tells 
others, “If you don’t have a job, and are basically 
inactive, this will work for you. You can pick and 
choose your hours. It will give you something to 
do. And we would rather do something that makes 
a difference; otherwise we’ll be bored out of our 
minds.”  
It was clear from our talk that while David is so 
giving of himself, his life has much more meaning.
Now, for a little plug! If you’d like to give of 
yourself by volunteering and have your life enriched 
at the same time, know that we are looking for volunteers. 
While the need is great county-wide, there is a big gap 
currently in the Port Jervis area. Don’t hesitate to give the 
JFS offi ce a call at 845-341-1173 ext. 313. Many thanks 
to the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County who 
helps make the Friendly Visitor Program, along with other 
programs at JFS, possible.
Elise Gold has been the Execu  ve Director of Jewish 
Family Service of Orange County for three years.  She 
lives with her family in New Paltz, NY.
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CONNECTING LIVES, STRENGTHENING TIES; 
EACH ONE OF US CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY ELISE GOLD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SPECIAL FEATURE

 MY AMAZING SUMMER EXPERIENCE
BY TYLER GLICK
JUMPING INTO LIFE

When my parents were completing the 
paperwork for the NFTY in Israel journey, it 
never dawned on me that this would turn out 

to be the “experience of a lifetime.” I would like to thank 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, Jewish 
Community Center, The Monroe Temple and Camp 
Eisner. Due to their generosity, I was able to experience 
a 5-week journey to the Czech Republic, Poland, 
Amsterdam and fi nally to Israel.
In Prague, we visited the synagogue where the Golem 
story originated. We learned about how Hitler preserved 
Prague’s Jewish culture. Then we headed towards Krakow 
in Poland and stopped at the Terezin concentration camp 
in the Czech Republic. On the bus ride to Krakow, we 
watched the movie, Schindler’s List, then later, we visited 
Schindler’s factory which was turned into a museum. 
In Krakow, we toured Auschwitz I and II. Although the 
weather was sunny, we couldn’t stop but to think about all 
of the souls that were taken off the earth there.
After a long fl ight, our plane arrived in Israel and we 
slept in our fi rst kibbutz. We awoke for brunch and I did 
eventually get used to the Israeli food. In Tel-Aviv, we 
went to the Mediterranean Sea and then off sightseeing 
in the city.  Then, off to a vigorous day hiking in the 
mountains in the Negev Desert.   
We traveled towards Southeastern Israel to the Dead Sea 
and to Mt. Masada. At fi rst, everything was fi ne, then I 
remembered a few cuts (you never knew about until it 
was too late). With only 3 hours of sleep, we ventured up 
to Mt. Masada to watch the sunrise. The scenic view from 
the top was beautiful and then we hiked down the other 
side to have breakfast at the hotel.
We went to Northern Israel and my group stayed at 
another kibbutz. While in the city of Tiberius, we 

enjoyed the Sea of Galilee. I loved riding on the banana 
boats. My fi rst choice for my mini adventure was to 
take part in the Archeology group. Unfortunately, that 
was canceled due to its proximity near Gaza. My next 
choice was Community Service. Our group spent our 
time volunteering at a tomato farm, a school for children 
with Cerebral Palsy, collecting waste at a dirty beach and 
working at a factory with adults with special needs.
We were told that one of our Israeli Counselors, Nitzah, 
had to report back to the Israeli army. After we were done, 
everyone got back together at a new kibbutz in Northern 
Israel.  An Israeli school had a program that allowed their 
students to become part of the group for a few days. 
In Jerusalem, we went to the Western Wall and the Old 
Jewish Quarter. At the Wall, we were separated by gender 
as we observed the Jewish people religiously praying 
there. My mom had written a prayer which I placed in 
a crack in the Wall. Afterwards, we went to the outdoor 
market where our group had a lunch picnic. Afterwards 
we proceeded to the Dead Sea Scrolls Museum.  
Back in Jerusalem, we proceeded to the Israeli Holocaust 
Memorial. It was extremely moving to really see and 
understand what our Jewish ancestors went through 
during the reign of Hitler. Nitzah came back during a 
Shabbat service and everyone rushed to hug him. The last 
thing I can remember is touring the Israeli National Court.  
Sadly we got ready to leave for our transatlantic fl ight.
This awesome experience will stay with me forever. The 
sights were breathtaking and to share this with other 
Jewish teenagers was just wonderful. I wish to thank all 
of these individuals for their references; Liz Kaddish from 
JFS, Rabbi Garry Loeb, Cantor Elena Schwartz and Anna 
Gordon from the Moffat Library.

Tyler Glick is going into his senior 
year at Washingtonville High 
School and will be a  ending the 
BOCES culinary arts program 
in prepara  on of going to a 
Culinary Arts college. Over the 
years he a  ended cooking classes 
reinforcing his desire to become 
a chef and run his own restaurant 
one day. Tyler is a caring and 
compassionate young man. When 
he sets his mind on something...
he never gives up.

LEFT: 
A ghe  o 
train car at 
Auschwitz II

BELOW:
Shabbat 
service in 
a shopping 
center parking 
lot in Poland

Pa  y Hinck, JFS Friendly Visitor Transporta  on Coordinator with David.

F  V  P  T  S   
Chester Town Hall                            August 4th                       10AM
Newburgh Town Hall                       August 5th                       10AM
JFS Offi  ce Middletown                    August 19th                     10AM
Empowering  Port Jervis                 September 9th                10AM
Montgomery Town Hall         September 9th                10AM
Blooming Grove  Town Hall            September 11th             11AM       
JFS Offi  ce Middletown                   October 8th                     10AM        
Newburgh Town Hall                      October 21st                   10AM 
Warwick Senior Center                   October 22nd                  10AM 
Montgomery Town Hall                  November 5th                 10AM                     
Blooming Grove Town Hall         November 13th               11AM
 JFS offi  ce Middletown                    December 1st                  10AM
Newburgh Town Hall                       December 3rd                 10AM     
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Congregation Agudas Israel – Newburgh
Ernie Strauss moved to New Windsor in 2007 when he married Dr. Carol 
Frankel. A long time Manhattan resident, Ernie was an active member/
volunteer with several organizations including the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue and the Central Park Medical Unit. Now (mostly) retired 
Ernie was an IT consultant on Wall Street for many years and later 
became an accountant. The Strausses enjoy travel, especially cruises and 
wine festivals of all sorts.The couple joined Congregation Agudas Israel 
in 2012 and are active in many programs. Ernie and Carol have three 
sons and a daughter, and seven grandchildren (and counting). Ernie is 
always fi rst in line to help with everything and anything. Congregation 
Agudas Israel can count on his help.
Congregation Beth Hillel – Walden
Sandy Damon has lived in Orange and Ulster counties since the 1970s 
and feels like a native! She worked for Federation, implementing 
the senior citizens’ lunch program there and at Temple Sinai.  Now, 
as a recent retiree, she spends much of her time participating in 
community organizations.  Sandy volunteers at her local library, is a 
local election offi cial for her town, and is a member of the local arts 
council.  Retirement has also provided Sandy with more time to devote 
to Congregation Beth Hillel.  She currently serves on the Board of 
Trustees as Financial Secretary; in our recent election, the membership 
voted her to serve as Vice President. She has three grown children; a 
daughter lives Texas, one son lives just up the road from her in Pine Bush 
and her youngest son lives with his companion in NJ. Though Sandy 
often speaks of the pleasure she gains from her temple participation, 
volunteering for our varied events, dinners, and holiday programs, we are 
the ones who have benefi tted the most from her involvement.
Congregation B'nai Torah - Greenwood Lake
Gary Birnberg originally from Brooklyn, earned a doctorate in organic 
chemistry from The Ohio State University in 1974. He worked as a 
medicinal chemist at Lederle (then Wyeth) for 34 years and retired in 
2008. He and his wife, Joanne, and daughter, Sarah, have been members 
of Congregation B’nai Torah for twenty years. Not only has he been 
Treasurer for several years, but he’s also the Gabbai, “go-to” guy 
whenever there are problems with the synagogue that need to be solved 
and he edits the newsletter. Finally, he makes wonderful challah that the 
members enjoy following every Friday night service.
Congregation Eitz Chaim – Monroe
Paul Siegel is a retired math teacher who enjoys utilizing his time 
repairing, constructing, and painting as needed at Eitz Chaim. Other 
interests include racquetball, biking, hiking, and really any sport that 
challenges him to excel. Paul recently became a grandfather and is 
presently training for a 100-mile kayak trip this summer. Tirelessly and 
always with a smile, Paul will tackle everything and anything that needs 
to be done in the synagogue. We so appreciate his hard work and are very 
appreciative to honor him in front of our Jewish community.
Congregation Eitz Chaim Sisterhood
Rochelle Marshall, long time member of Eitz Chaim, is our dynamo, 
outspoken, no holes barred fund raising chairwoman, who, with fervent 
passion, often single handedly, creates events, which not only support 
Sisterhood but also benefi t our entire congregation. In particular, this 
year’s “Ida’s 100th Birthday Party” and our on-going Solar City Panels 
Installation have been our most successful fi nancial endeavors ever! 
Rochelle keeps us informed of social and political happenings which 
impact the entire Jewish community. Her personal pursuit of higher 
learning, particularly Torah, inspires us all. Among Rochelle’s own 
proudest accomplishments is her 16 years of volunteer work on Israeli 
army bases through Volunteers For Israel. 
Jewish Family Service
Joel Weintraub is eager, committed and always generous with his time. 
Warm and sweet are adjectives we would use to describe him. Joel 
“offi cially” started volunteering as a friendly visitor in 2010 when he 
went through the agency’s training. However, he had unoffi cially been 
visiting on his own for many years. Joel has logged over 200 volunteer 
hours; the more accurate number is probably over 600 hours.  He is 
a good friend to older adults who are no longer able to get out into 
the community. He is also giving of himself when people need rides 
to outings. For those who he visits, he’s been a reassuring source of 
stability and cherished companionship. Joel’s volunteer efforts have had 
an impact on the lives of the people he has touched. What a remarkable 
person he is and so deserving of this award.
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County
Lorraine Wernow is a retired social worker, an active member of Temple 
Beth Jacob, the Newburgh Jewish Community Center, Rosh Chodesh 
Group and The Jewish Federation. She has three adult children and 4 
grandchildren who live out of town. Lorraine enjoys eating in restaurants 
with friends, reading, baking and walking on the Walkway over the 
Hudson. For many years, Lorraine has been schlepping her laptop to 
Federation’s Super Sunday to research bad phone numbers. She comes to 
the Federation offi ce on a weekly basis to help out with clerical duties.
Kol Yisrael
Alan Seidman, a graduate of Emerson College and the current Executive 
Director of the Construction Contractors Association of the Hudson 
Valley, has been active in the Jewish Community since 1986. A past 
member of Congregation Agudas Israel, the current Temple Beth Jacob 
President and member of the Newburgh JCC, Alan has worked tirelessly 
on the board for Kol Yisrael since 2011. If you know Alan, you know he 
has quite a long list of community and professional activities. Alan is a 

past legislature in Orange County District 12, a member of the Cornwall 
Fire Department, Cornwall Lions Club and Rotary Club and sits on 
numerous boards including; The National Purple Heart Association, 
Military Appreciation Day Committee, Orange County Partnership, 
Pattern for Progress and many more. Alan is married to Robin and has 
three children.
Monroe Temple Beth-El
Maris Waltzer Tuite has been a member of Monroe Temple since 2003. 
Married to Kevin Tuite, she has 3 sons.  She  is celebrating her youngest 
son's Bar Mitzvah in the fall of 2015 as her eldest son begins his fi rst 
year of college. Maris has been very involved as a volunteer with 
Monroe Temple over the years. She served a two year term on the Board 
of Trustees and has been on a number of committees. Maris has been  
Co-Chair of the Torah School Committee the last two years. She also 
volunteers her time teaching in Torah School. Currently, Maris teaches 
the ninth grade Academy Class on Modern Israel.  Maris has a strong 
love for Israel, where she lived in the early 1990’s. Traveling to Israel 
to visit with friends remains one of her great pleasures. Maris believes  
continuing Jewish  adult education is also very important. In the future, 
she would love to see an Ulpan here in Orange County. She currently 
speaks basic Hebrew, but would enjoy the opportunity to improve. 
Stefanie Schanzer-Melillo resides in Monroe with her husband, Joe and 
two children, Joey and Alana.  The Melillo family joined the Monroe 
temple in 2006 when her children fi rst entered Mentsch Makers pre-
school. Through the amazing staff and guidance of her children, both 
Stefanie and her husband found a love and strong desire for providing 
a solid foundation of a Jewish upbringing. Stefanie has served on the 
Sisterhood board of trustees for the last 4 years and has co/chaired 
Torah School for the past 2 years. Over these years, Stefanie has lent 
her support to various programs and fundraisers for Mentsch Makers, 
Torah School, Bikkur cholim and various Sisterhood functions. She is 
motivated by her children’s enthusiasm and love for the temple. With the 
support and love of her family, she is able to balance both working full 
time as Director of Business Development for MASS communications 
and supporting Monroe Temple Beth El as it continues to grow and 
become their home away from home.
Monroe Temple Beth-El Mens Action Club
Dr. Eric Evans is a tireless, selfl ess worker and supporter of Monroe 
Temple Men's Action Club and Monroe Temple as a whole. Currently 
serving as Vice President of the Men’s Action Club, he will be assuming 
the role of Co-President for the 2015-2017 term. Eric is always there do 
donate his time to almost every MAC Event; from the Sukkah Build, to 
Curb Appeal to the Superbowl Fundraising to all the Spirit Tasting Series 
and Men's Health Events. Additionally Eric has served on the Temple 
Board of Trustees, the Membership Committee, the Trustee Search 
Committee and numerous other activities and events at the Temple. He 
is always willing to help out with Torah School and BETY events with a 
helping hand or as a chaperone or whatever needs to be done to help out 
the Temple and its many sub-organizations that need a helping hand.
Monroe Temple Beth-El Sisterhood
Wendy Balentine lives in Harriman NY with her husband, Doug, 7th 
grader Kylie (age 13) and 3rd grader Douglas Hao Bei (age 9). Prior 
to moving to Orange County in 2004, they resided in The Hague, 
Netherlands for 4 years for her husband’s employment. Wendy was an 
active volunteer with the American Women’s Club of The Hague and 
truly enjoyed international living and the travel opportunities it afforded. 
Numerous moments throughout Wendy’s life planted the seed in her 
soul to learn more about Judaism. In 2008, she came to Judaism on her 
own when she attended Kabbalat Shabbat for the fi rst time at Monroe 
Temple Beth-El. Two years later, Wendy (now “Eliana Ruth”) offi cially 
and joyfully joined The Tribe after a formal conversion. Rabbis Loeb, 
Larry Friedman and Joel Schwab were members of the Beit Din. She 
jumped feet fi rst into volunteering at Monroe Temple right from the get 
go. She was vice president of programs for SH/WRJ for a few years 
before becoming co-President with Sondra Sussman in 2013. She also 
volunteers as an aide in Torah School on Sunday mornings.  Monroe 
Temple Beth-El is her spiritual home and her congregation is her Jewish 
family.
Sondra (Sandy) Sussman is currently co-President of Monroe Temple 
Sisterhood along with partner, Wendy Balentine. She and husband, 
Stan, moved to Monroe in 1998 after Stan’s retirement as a school 
administrator in New Jersey. They immediately joined and became 
active in the Monroe Temple Beth El joining in many temple activities. 
As part of the Adult Ed Committee she and Stan helped to write the 
play, “Elementary My Dear Matzon” and bring Diane Cypkin (as Molly 
Picon) for a Temple program.  Sandy says she is a “has been.” She has 
been Ways & Means Chair for SH/WRJ as well as a member of temple 
choir. She is also Bulletin Editor and Ways & Means Chairperson 
for Monroe Hadassah.  She “has been” president of Caldwell, N.J. 
Sisterhood and Hadassah and “has been” an elementary and nursery 
school teacher in New Jersey as well as a Certifi ed Financial Para-
planner for Summit Financial Resources in Parsippany, N.J. She hopes 
to continue in SH/WRJ as advisor and give help wherever needed to the 
new group of offi cers.   
Newburgh Jewish Community Center
Michael Goldin is part of the wonderful Board of the Newburgh JCC, 
most of whom usually do not get the recognition they deserve. This 
past year (actually few years) Michael and a few of our board members 
volunteered to sit on the newly formed Kol Yisrael Board. Michael’s 
family has been active in the JCC since 1960. When asked about the JCC 

and Kol Yisrael, Michael says, “I fi nally saw a chance to give something 
back based on my skills and interests. I really enjoyed the “design” 
work.” We want to personally thank Michael on behalf of the JCC, for 
his time ( a lot of time) and dedication to not only the JCC but to Kol 
Yisrael.
Noar of Newbugh Hadassah
Rochelle Timperio has been a dedicated supporter of Hadassah for many 
years. She has served as co-president, chaired many successful events, 
and is currently the chapter's co-treasurer. Inspired by the important work 
of Hadassah, she is extremely devoted to its mission and is a true asset 
to the Noar of Newburgh Chapter. Rochelle is married to Lou and is the 
devoted mom of Jeremy and Russell.
Temple Beth El – Port Jervis
Emily Bernthal, Natalia Kaledzi and Reis Schiff met while taking a class 
together. They then began their own Jewish Studies group and also began 
attending Friday night and holiday services at Temple Beth El. They 
became regulars and simultaneously began helping set up and clean up 
from Oneg Shabbats and Holidays.  Most of all they bring their sincere 
enthusiasm for their religion to services weekly.
Temple Beth Jacob – Newburgh
Marsha Sobel was born and raised in Astoria to a family who was always 
involved in the community.  Her parents served on several boards and 
often volunteered at their synagogue. When she and Morris moved to 
the Hudson Valley getting involved in the community seemed like the 
natural thing for them to do. She has volunteered for many organizations 
including the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, Temple Beth 
Jacob, Newburgh Jewish Community Center, Congregation Agudas 
Israel, Hadassah, Habitat for Humanity, Newburgh Armory Unity 
Center, where she sat on Boards and became an offi cer of many as well. 
Marsha’s professional life allowed her to help others as well, since she 
was in education her entire career, starting as teacher then becoming a 
principal and retiring as an Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Instruction. Marsha is much more than a volunteer, she is a great leader 
as well. Temple Beth Jacob is proud to have Marsha as our volunteer of 
the year.
Temple Beth Shalom – Florida
The Temple Beth Shalom Education Committee brings a collective 150+
years of teaching experience to their commitment to help make education 
at the Temple engaging and signifi cant.
Robin Bordman and her family have been members of Temple Beth 
Shalom for 13 years. She is currently President of the Sisterhood, while 
her husband is a past President of the Temple. She is a reading specialist 
in the Pine Bush School District.
Roberta Frischman has been a member of the Temple for about 50 years. 
She and her late husband, a past President of Temple, spent some of 
those years teaching Sunday School as their 3 children became B’nai 
Mitzvah and were confi rmed there.
Sharon Halper, an allegedly retired Jewish Educator, has been a member 
of the Temple for 6 short years, ever since moving to Orange County. 
Imagine how surprised she was to wake up from retirement and fi nd 
herself teaching 7th grade Hebrew.
Rita Laskin, Chairperson of the Committee, and her family have been 
Temple members for 37 years, during which time Rita spent 5 years 
teaching in the Religious School. Both of her children became B’nai 
Mitzvah there and her husband is a past President of the Temple.
Lynne Schroh and her family have been members of Temple Beth 
Shalom for 14 years, during which her children celebrated their B’nai 
Mitzvah. She was a member of the religious school faculty for several 
years and has been teaching for twenty years at the Tuxedo Park School.
Temple Beth Shalom Men’s Club 
Eric Goodman and his family have been members of Temple Beth 
Shalom since 2009. Eric has been President of the TBS Men's Club for 
the past 4 years, and he takes a lot of pride in the family, community 
service and brotherhood related activities he has organized for TBS 
members throughout the past four years. Some of Eric's creative and 
fun activities have included West Point sporting events, bowling, 
billiards night, BBQs, temple restoration projects, and Sunday morning 
breakfasts.  Eric is committed to TBS and its members, and he 
understands the importance of keeping the TBS community engaged, 
happy and united.
Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood
Sisters Beth Gottlieb and Lisa Perez may be members of Temple Beth 
Shalom for a only a few years yet they have contributed immensely to 
our TBS community. Lisa and Beth both live in Westtown with their 
extended families and have included Temple Beth Shalom in their family. 
Both have been instrumental in securing many donations for Sisterhood 
events and fundraisers and are always willing to pitch in whenever and 
wherever. We thank Lisa and Beth for their efforts. Through their love of 
Jewish tradition and Temple Beth Shalom, Beth and Lisa remind us how 
important our Jewish community is to us all.
Temple Sinai – Middletown
Stephen Sturman, co-owner of Transformations Hair Salon in 
Middletown is a national educator, past artistic director and creative 
director of textures, Italy Hair Fashion of North America. He is also 
a past president, Middletown Cosmetology Association, past director, 
NYS Cosmetology Association, past director and chairman, NYS Artistic 
Design Team and the past director, Hair America. Temple Sinai is proud 
to honor Stephen for his dedication and commitment to our Kehillah, and 
for his exemplary sense of community and positive spirit.

2014 - 2015 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR...THOSE WHO CAN, DO. 
THOSE WHO CAN DO MORE, VOLUNTEER. 
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Harold Levine Endowment Program
Make your memory last. 
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.

EVELYN & MARVIN 
ABRAMOWITZ

DDDDDDDDR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

GGGGGGGGGGEORGIA & DR. IRVING 
ANDERMAN

DR. JACOB & 
JACQUELINE BARIE

JESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF

CELIA & BERNARD 
BRICKMAN

PEARL COHN

ROSE COHEN

ANDREA DUBROFF

THE ENDICK-
KORENMAN FAMILY

TRUDY & LEO FLAX

THE GITTELSOHN 
FAMILY

AAAAAALFAA RED GOLDBERGER

THE GUTTERMAN- 
GOLDBERG FAMILY

LESLIE A. HANDLER

ELLELLELLIS IS HECHECCHTHT

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT

IRV KAPLAN

JUNE & GERALD 
KREISBERG

MARION R. & 
LAWRENCE LEVIN

MARION RIDER LEVIN

ESTHER & FALK 
LEVINE

FLORENCE & JACQUES 
LEVINE

CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE

HARRIET & JACK LEVY

ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN

DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ

LORE & RABBI DR. 
KURT METZGER

SYLVIA & MURRAY 
MINTZ

GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

EDITH & EUGENE 
MULULU LINLINNN

LEONA & HAROLD
NADLE

PEARL & NATHAN
OLIVER

PAUL ORNSTEIN

EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK

RACHEL & EMANUEL 
REISER

PATRICIA & DAVID
RIDER 

THE RIEGER FAMILY

STELLA RUBINSKY

LIBBY & MAT 
SCHLEIFER

CHARLOTTE & JOSEPHHHHHHHHHH 
SCHULHOF

GLORYA COVEL SMITHHHHHHHHHHHH

ESTELLE & MORRIS 
SPIVACK

THE SURESKY FAMILYYYYYYYYY 

FLORENCE & LEO 
SUSSMAN

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS

The Harold Levine Endowment Program 
of the Jewish Federa  on of Greater 
Orange County currently has more than 
forty endowments and con  nues to grow, 
ensuring our benefi ciary agencies the ability 
to con  nue to enrich our community’s 
future and to be there to help Jews facing 
hardships here and abroad.

A legacy gi   to the Harold Levine 
Endowment Program is your way to leave 
fi nancial resources to Jewish ins  tu  ons, 
enabling them to provide rescue, relief, 
support and educa  onal services here and 
in 60 countries worldwide.

A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish 
Federa  on can be your partner in planning 
a legacy gi   that is consistent with your 
other estate plans; or, you can contact a 
tax advisor or estate-planning a  orney for 
informa  on specifi c to your situa  on.
To arrange for a confi den  al mee  ng, 
please contact Mark Fink at 845 782-7651. 

HOW TO PAY YOUR PLEDGE 
WITH THE SALE OF STOCK
HOW IT WORKS
• You transfer appreciated stocks, bonds or mutual fund shares you have 

owned for one year or more to Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County. 

• The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County sells your securities 
and uses the proceeds to support the program you wish to gift with your 
support.

BENEFITS
• You receive an immediate income-tax deduction for the fair market 

value of the securities on the date of transfer, no matter what you 
originally paid for them. 

• You pay no capital gains tax on the transfer.
Giving appreciated stock could be more benefi cial than giving cash.

RESTORE HOPE
33%, ⅓ of Ukraine’s Jews live below the poverty line.
Federations are providing aid to over 70,000 people.
AWAKEN IDENTITY
Half of a generation, 400,000 young Jews have been on Birthright trips. They continue to enrich 
our community. Your donations fund this life changing experience.
FIND THE ISRAEL WITHIN
Now look inside yourself. Whether you are secular or religious, Orthodox, Conservative or 
Reform, look at the one value that as Jews we all share. 15,000 Israelis received trauma support 
during the Gaza confl ict thanks to you and your Federation donations.
SHOW SOLIDARITY
At over 550 universities, Federation-supported Hillel builds lasting connections with young 
Jewish Adults.

THROUGH FEDERATION, YOU 
CAN DO GOOD EVERYWHERE, 
FROM  ANYWHERE.

1ST ANNUAL COMMUNITY JEWISH YOUTH FAIR
BY MARSHA SOBEL
JEWISH FAMILY LIFE

Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 30th at 3PM, and head 
over to 290 North Street in Newburgh for the First Annual 
Community Youth Fair.

Temple Beth Jacob, Congregation, Agudas Israel and the Newburgh Jewish 
Community Center will show you what’s available for youth programming.  

We offer Tot Shabbat (for the pre-school set), Religious School, Youth 
Groups, Bar/Bat Mitzvah training among lots of other activities.  

At the fair, you can enjoy games, refreshments, a ‘Dunk the Rabbi’ booth 
and lots of fun! At the PJ Library area your littles can listen to a story.

We welcome all families, members and  non-members. We especially 
welcome interfaith families. 

Please come by and see what we have to offer…. And don’t forget to bring 
the kids.

This event is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, 
Temple Beth Jacon and Congregation Agudas Israel.

For more informa  on, please contact Joyce Waschitz, Execu  ve Director, The Jewish Federa  on of Greater Orange County
292 North St. 2nd Floor  Newburgh, NY 12550 845-562-7860 www.jewishorangeny.org

HADASSAH HONORS SPECIAL
EDUCATORS AT ANNUAL DINNER
BY GAIL OLIVER

The Noar of Newburgh Chapter of Hadassah recently honored 
Tobey Zodikoff and Cheryl Lachant for their outstanding 
contributions to Hadassah and Special Education at its Annual 

Dinner. The dinner, chaired by 
Sharon Kelson, raised funds 
to benefi t Hadassah's Youth 
Aliyah program, providing 
education and special services 
to at-risk youth in Israel.
Tobey is a special education 
teacher in the Newburgh 
Enlarged City School district 
and served at the Chair of 
the District's Committee 
for Special Education at Heritage for fi ve years. She is currently the 
membership VP of our Hadassah Chapter.
Cheryl has spent her career working with Special Needs Pre-K students 
and has taught for the last 16 years at Orange County AHRC where she 
serves on the Evaluation Team and several committees. She is currently 
the Fundraising VP for the Noar of Newburgh Hadassah Chapter. 
The speaker at the event was Benita Ross, Hadassah's National Chair for 
the Youth Aliyah program.
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JEWISH BOOK COUNCIL IN FULL SWING
FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR
SPECIAL FEATURE

Arlene Alda - “Just Kids From The Bronx”
Sunday, September 20th, 2PM at the Monroe Temple
In sixty-two brief conversational interviews, essays, and an engagingly relevant 
map, author-photographer Arlene Alda (yes, she is his wife) gathered enough 
Bronx-identifying contemporaries to fi ll a book. In a happy and occasionally 
poignant collection of reminiscences, the twentieth-century Bronx takes shape 
again in memories of the distinguished, the well-known, and an extended circle 
of those who have had tangential or intersecting relationships with Alda, herself 
Bronx-born and raised. Their ages range from 23 to 92; their careers from 
professional athlete to physician, all enlivened by photographs taken as children 
and teenagers.

Mordecai Dzikansky - “Terrorist Cop”
Sunday, November 1st, 2PM at the Monroe Temple
A fascinating memoir by a Jewish, Brooklyn born, recently retired NYPD 
detective. Dzikansky, the kippah wearing son of a rabbi, had a typical modern 
Orthodox upbringing, including a year of study in Israel, then decided to become 
a New York City cop. Dzikansky reported to Ground Zero on 9/11 and then to the 
Medical Examiner’s “tent city,” where victims’ remains were identifi ed. When he 
was offered an assignment in Israel in 2003 to learn as much as possible to aid New 
York City’s defense against terror, Dzikansky signed on. The on-site information 
he gathered was critical in providing New York City with signifi cant ways to deal 
with and prevent terror threats. Dzikansky writes in a matter of fact way about the 
grisly events he witnessed, discusses post traumatic stress disorder, and lists lessons 
learned from his career.

Chef Rossi - “Raging Skillet”
Sunday, November 15th, 2PM location TBA
When the microwave replaces her mother’s slow–cooked, 
traditional Hungarian dishes with meals from a box, Rossi 
takes to the kitchen, and a chef is born. This heartfelt, gritty, 
and hilarious memoir takes us on the wild ride of Rossi’s 
life, from her Passover seders spent in the family camper to 
her 1980s Crown Heights adventures as a “wayward” girl 
living in a Chasidic rabbi’s home to her observation of the 
High Holidays at Ground Zero as she served as a cook for 
fi rst responders in the days just after 9/11. The Raging Skillet 
shows us how the creativity of the kitchen allows us to give a 
nod to where we come from while simultaneously expressing 
everything that we are. Includes unpretentious recipes for real 
people everywhere.

Rebecca Ann Alexander - “Not Fade Away”
Sunday, January 24th, 2PM at Kol Yisrael
Born with a rare genetic mutation called Usher Syndrome 
type III, Rebecca Alexander has been simultaneously 
losing both her sight and hearing since she was a child, 
and was told that she would likely be completely blind 
and deaf by age 30. Then, at 18, a fall from a window left 
her athletic body completely shattered. Her book is both 
a memoir of the senses and a unique look at the obstacles 
we all face; physical, psychological, and philosophical, 
exploring the extraordinary powers of memory, love, and 
perseverance. It is a gripping story, an offering of hope 
and motivation, and an exquisite reminder to live each 
day to its fullest.

There will be more interesting author events coming up in 
the Spring, watch your emails for exciting updates. For more 
information about these or future events, contact Joyce; 845-
562-7860 or joyce@jewishorangeny.org.

Welcome administrators, faculty, staff, 
parents, families, and the class of 2015.
When things get rough, my father likes 
to say “what doesn’t kill you makes you 

stronger.” During my freshman year, I unfortunately heard 
him repeat this to me more times than I care to remember, 
but I did not believe him; for a 14 year old in the midst of 
transferring from a small school where I was one of only 
thirty graduates to the confi nes of Goshen High School, I 
did not believe that there would ever be a light at the end 
of my very dark tunnel.  
My transition wasn’t easy. I arrived here knowing things; 
that I was admittedly shy, admittedly insecure, that though 
I grew up just about a mile from where I am standing 
right now, I was a virtual stranger and that teenagers, 
myself included, can be tough. While anticipating some 
challenges, I wasn’t expecting the incivility I encountered; 
being continually jabbed in the back day after day, being 
told to move to another table after fi nding an empty chair 
in a freshman art class, being told I couldn’t sit at a lunch 
table, having pennies thrown at me.  And these things 
happened during just my fi rst month at Goshen, during a 
time that I kept mostly to myself and had hardly spoken 
a word.  I soon became mired in a profound depression, 
every day was a struggle. The idea of four years in Goshen 
was almost too much to bear. The summer after freshman 
year couldn’t come fast enough. Looking back, it’s a bit of 
a personal miracle that I am standing here today and not 
graduating from another high school from another town.

During my sophomore year, the awkwardness of the 
previous year began to fade. There were many factors; 
maybe age, maybe I grew thicker skin, maybe time has a 
way of making us get used to our surroundings, maybe I 
just began to not care. I’m not sure, but one thing that I do 
know made a difference was those of you who reached out 
to me.  I’m not exaggerating when I say that you threw me 
a life line. You didn’t realize what you were doing; after 
all they were simple gestures; you were just saying hello, 
just sending a text message, just including me to hang 
out on a Friday night. I’m standing here because of your 
kindness, and you should be standing with me. You saved 
me, and for that I thank you.
I emerged that year a different person. There are elements 
of life that I didn’t fully appreciate. While I thought that 
I knew what it meant to be a good person, I didn’t. I 
didn’t know what it meant to say “hi” to a lonely stranger. 
I didn’t know the power of a smile or a friendly hug. I 
didn’t know what it meant to get to know someone before 
judging them, or more importantly, to not even feel the 
need to judge another in the fi rst place. And I didn’t 
appreciate my friends the way I should have, or the loyalty 
friends can show.  
Class of 2015, as our time in Goshen High School comes 
to a close, we will be embarking on new journeys; some 
will be joining the military, others the work force, and 
others yet are headed off to college. And as we leave for 
these new adventures, many will be doing something 
brand new, leaving their comfort zones. They won’t fi nd 

themselves in the nurturing surroundings that come from 
being with the same group of kids for 12 years. They 
won’t encounter familiar, inviting faces. I’m here to tell 
you that this can be intimidating. So please, treat others 
well. Look others in the eye and say hello. Smile. Try to 
get to know that wallfl ower or that quiet soul – he or she 
might end up one of your closest friends. None of us are 
perfect, but we all have the ability to treat people the same 
way we’d like to be treated. 
“What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” I think that’s 
only partly true.  I think that perhaps it makes us better 
human beings.
Thank you for listening. Congratulations class of 2015, 
and Good Luck. 

“WHAT DOESN’T KILL YOU MAKES YOU STRONGER”
BY DANIEL SOLOMON, GOSHEN HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2015 VALEDICTORIAN SPEECH
JUMPING INTO LIFE

Dan Ephron- “Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin and the Remaking of Israel”
Sunday, October 11th, 2PM at Kol Yisrael
The assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin by Orthodox Jew 
Yigal Amir remains the single most consequential event in the country’s 
recent history. Killing a King relates the parallel stories of Rabin and Amir 
over the two years leading up to the assassination, as one of them plotted 
political deals he hoped would lead to peace and the other plotted murder. 
Dan Ephron, who served as the Jerusalem bureau chief for Newsweek 
Magazine, covered both the rally where Rabin was assassinated and the 
subsequent murder trial.

Daniel Solomon, 
a graduate of 
Goshen High School, 
will be a  ending 
Cornell University 
in the fall.  He is 
the son of Ellen & 
Stephen Solomon.
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that 
serve greater Orange County’s 
thriving Jewish community. To 
help you find the congregation 
that best suits your lifestyle, we 
have provided a brief overview. 
For more detailed information, 
we invite you to contact each 
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah Congrega  on
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7565
Affi  lia  on: Orthodox

Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

מזמרו שיר חנכת הבית
A SONG UPON THE DEDICATION OF MY (NEW) HOME
BY RABBI  MARCUS RUBENSTEIN
PRACTICAL RABBI

Shalom Aleichem! I would like to introduce myself. I am Rabbi 
Marcus Rubenstein and I'm extremely excited to begin serving as 
the spiritual leader of Temple Sinai of Middletown. This past year 

has been an exciting one for me to say the least. Not only was I ordained 
a rabbi from Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies but I also asked my 
best friend, Rachel, to marry me. (Don't worry she said yes if you were 
wondering).  Although I've been in school in Los Angeles and Jerusalem 
for 6 years, I was, am, and will continue to remain a New Yorker at heart. 
I grew up in New Hyde Park, Long Island, my mother is from the Five 
Towns and my father is from Brooklyn. Since I was a child my family has 
been vacationing in the Catskills at the different big hotels (the Concord, 
the Nevele, the Raleigh). My parents now enjoy their weekends on a 
regular basis (and I've enjoyed many myself) in their house in Livingston 
Manor. This area of the country and of NY is signifi cant for me and holds 
a dear place in my heart.
In this time period in the Jewish year, our minds turn to the many 
catastrophic destructions in our history. On the ninth of the Hebrew month 
of Av, this year July 26th, marks the date in which both Holy Temples were 
destroyed as well as many other tragedies in our Jewish collective memory.  
Sometimes it can be hard for us incredibly lucky Jews of 21st century 
America to remember what such destruction is like. We are incredibly 
blessed to live in a time when once again, Jewish people live and thrive 
in a Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel. It can be diffi cult to 
commemorate this day when we have trouble relating to the religious 
practices of the Temple. Slaughtering animals on an alter is no longer the 
way we connect to our Creator.
Regardless, God, through Jewish tradition, still commands us to remember 
and mourn the national destructions of our past, in particular the 
destruction of our holy Temple(s). So then...what are we mourning? We 
read in Eichah, "Gone from the daughter of Zion,  is all her splendor, Her 
ministers are like stags without a place to fi nd pasture, they wander without 
strength, before the pursuer." (Eichah 1:6) Sure there is great mourning, but 
within that great mourning is a feeling of great yearning for the ethereal 
tranquility of a place to pasture, a place where one can fi nd their strength 
and rejuvenation. We are all constantly seeking and needing that place to 
escape, that place in which we can fi nd sanctuary from what pursues us. 

Our search for this community, this place, 
can sometimes be painful. It is not always 
easy making community and fi nding a place 
for spiritual connection in our 21st century 
world in which we are tied to our pursuers 
(in the form of iPhones) or sometimes 
in the form of the 10 spies who in their 
hopelessness, could not see the potential 
dwelling in the holy land (the Pew Report).
King David also went through many trying 
times where he thought he was nearly lost. 
One of the most terrible of those times was 
when he was hiding form his son Absalom, 
who in his hunger to usurp the throne 
of Israel, barbarically scoured the land 

to murder his own father.  Our scripture ascribes a psalm to King David 
at this time, Psalm 3. The Psalm begins "a song by David, when he was 
fl eeing from his son Absalom: God, how great is my troubles, so many rise 
against me!" (Psalms 3:1, 2) The psalm expresses so beautifully David's 
tremendous pain and his crying out to God. The medieval commentators 
ask the question, if this so obviously is a lamentation, why is the fi rst word 
Mizmor meaning, a song. The Metzudot David, a commentary by the 18th 
century Biblical commentator R. David Altshuler wrote that even through 
David's travail, he could envision the return of his kingship and a better 
future, therefore he prayed in song. 
 We too can fi nd God in the present by seeing the potential all around us. 
I pray that we can continue to fi nd moments to be present, to be in a space 
in which we can see the potential for a bright future even in a turbulent 
present. This is only the beginning of what we can do as an Orange County 
Jewish community. We must constantly strive to see the future in our 
present moments and come together to build the Temple, the sanctuary we 
seek for ourselves, our families, our community and our world. Together, 
I pray, we will continue to build and facilitate more space where Holiness 
can dwell in our world and in our lives.  I look forward to participating in 
making this holy sanctuary with you.


