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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE on Sunday, April 26th at 3:00PM  
      Cocktails, Klezmer Band, Dinner & the Sugar Loaf Performing Arts Academy Choir
       Anthony’s Pier 9, 2975 Rt. 9W, New Windsor     Valet Parking Available

The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County wishes to publicly express its gratitude to these outstanding 
community members for their commitment to the Orange County community.

Reservations required, $50 per person.   RSVP by April 16th.   Dietary Laws Observed.

Please consider placing an ad in our Journal or becoming an event sponsor. RSVP, Sponsorship and Journal 
information available online: www.jewishorangeny.org. Each sponsorship opportunity includes a full page Journal 
ad, a reserved table, additional publicity in our program, our website and all other Federation publications. Other 
Journal ad sizes available, see information online. Please call 845-562-7860 with any questions.

 Mrs. Paula Blumenau             Mr. David Laidlaw               Mr. Jus  n Rider  Ms. Debbie Sanford   Rabbi Rebecca Shinder

           Dr. Joe Birnbaum  Mrs. Lenore Ellish   Mrs. Shirley Gordon   Mr. George Handler

 Mrs. June Kreisberg              Senator William Larkin             Mr. Jacques Levine - Of Blessed Memory Mrs. Gert Mokotoff 
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WE ARE ONE, the newspaper of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County, is published three times a year 
and is available at temples, libraries, 
YMCAs, doctors’ offi ces, and other 
locations throughout Orange County. 
It can also be viewed on our Web site, 
JewishOrangeNY.org

WE ARE ONE does not accept 
ads or copy that we perceive to be 
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, Holocaust-
denying or in any way defamatory 
to the Jewish people. We reserve the 
right to reject an advertisement that 
is detrimental to any organization, 
institution, individual, or contrary to 
the interest of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County. 

For more information regarding 
advertising opportunities, or to 
contribute a story, letter or photo, 
please follow our submission 
guidelines in the news section of our 
Web site, JewishOrangeNY.org

Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
together with community members 
to build and support a strong Jewish 
community - enriching people’s lives, 
helping those in need, and embracing 
new Jewish families. Each year, our 
recipient organizations in Orange County, 
subsidized by generous Federation 
funding, help tens of thousands of people 
here at home. As part of the Jewish 
Federations of  North America, we 
support hundreds of thousands more with 
our humanitarian initiatives around the 
world. For additional information, visit 
JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
please contact our offi ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
Federation mission are appreciated. 

YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12th  1:00PM 

Mt. St. Mary College, Aquinas Hall
330 Powell Ave., Newburgh

He’s been called America’s greatest living tailor and the most interesting man in the world. 
Now, for the fi rst time, Holocaust survivor Martin Greenfi eld tells his incredible life story in 
his book, “Measure of a Man: From Auschwitz Survivor to Presidents’ Tailor.” Taken from 
his Czechoslovakian home at age fi fteen, arrested for being a Jew, and transported to the Nazi 
concentration camp at Auschwitz with his family, Greenfi eld came face to face with the Angel 
of Death, Dr. Joseph Mengele and was divided forever from his family. Greenfi eld overcame 
adversity and emerged with a dream of success. After arriving in the States and sweeping fl oors 
at a New York clothing factory, Greenfi eld ultimately founded America’s premier custom suit 
company. Still working at his Brooklyn factory, Greenfi eld continues to dress A-listers of D.C. 
and Hollywood, including Bill Clinton, Martin Scorsese, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Jimmy Fallon.

Co-sponsored by the Jewish Federation, the Newburgh Jewish Community Center and Mt. St. Mary College.

AUTHOR TIM TOWNSEND  March 10, 2015 at 
West Point Chapel. Mr. Townsend spoke about 
his book, Mission at Nuremberg - An American 
Army Chaplain and the Trial of the Nazis.

PHOTOS FROM PAST EVENTS

MAJOR GIFTS DESSERT RECEPTION - October 26, 2014
L-R: Honorees Alan & Raena Korenman, Speaker 
Jeremy Bash, David & Pam Levine, Honorees Doris & 
Steve Rubinsky

SUPER SUNDAY  January 25, 2015
Volunteer phoners busy at work.
L-R: Roberta Nakagawa, Irv Zuckerman & Jeff  Harmer

ORANGE COUNTY’S GOT TALENT 
MARCH 14, 2015 

Hosted by George M. Levy, pictured 
le  . Held at Kol Yisrael in Newburgh, 
this great evening of song and comedy 
featured some of our locals doing 
what they do best. Proceeds went to 
Yeladaynu, Jewish Family Service’s 
program for children with disabili  es.

BRUCE LIPMAN  RABBI GARRY LOEB ISABEL LAUFER ON VIOLIN

DARYL BAILIN  CHIP MURRAY         MERYL MIGDEL WITH RABBI GARRY LOEB

FORREST STRAUSS JOEL WEINTRAUB  GEORGE M. LEVY

Ligh  ng and sound provided by 
Jason Packer, Event Specialist.

Photography by 
Jodi Sander.
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APRIL 2015
April 2: Advanced Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
April 2: Daughters of Agudas Israel, 7PM at Cong. Agudas 
Israel 
April 4: Community Seder, 5PM at the Monroe Temple
April 4: Second Night Seder, 5PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
April 4: Sisterhood 2nd Night Seder, 5:30PM at Temple Beth 
Shalom
April 4: TBJ Community Seder, 5:45PM at the Temple Hill 
Tavern
April 7: Women with Wool, 10AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
April 8: JFS Jewish Roots, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
April 9: Passover Yizkor Service, 7:30PM at Temple Beth 
Jacob
April 10: Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:30PM at Cong. Agudas 
Israel
April12: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 12: Sisterhood Spring Bazaar, 10AM at Monroe Temple
April 12: Author Martin Greenfi eld, 1PM at Mt. St. Mary 
College, Aquinas Hall 
April 14: Women with Wool, 10AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
April 15: Yom Hashoah Service, 6:30PM at Monroe Temple
April 15: Yom HaShoah Service, 7PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
April 15: Yom HaShoah Service, 7PM at Temple Sinai
April 16: Advanced Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
April 18: “Rainbow” dinner, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom 
April 19: Blood Drive, 8:30AM at Temple Beth Jacob 
April 19: Blood Drive, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom 
April 19: Tricky Tray, 1PM at Temple Sinai
April 19: Eitz Chaim Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh, 7PM Location 
TBA
April 21: Women with Wool, 10AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
April 22: JFS Jewish Roots, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
April 24: Shabbat Dinner/Svc, 6:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel

April 24: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth 
Hillel
April 25: Men’s Club Shabbat, 9AM at Temple Sinai 
April 25:  TBS Serving Community Dinner, 4:30 at St. James 
Episcopal Church, Goshen 
April 25: Arts Light the Way, 7PM at the Monroe Temple 
April 26: Sisterhood Meeting, 9:45AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
April 26: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 26: Mother’s Day Plant Sale, 10AM at Temple Beth 
Shalom 
April 26: Mentsch Makers/Torah School Sunday Funday, 
10AM at Monroe Temple
April 26: Federation 8 Over 80/5 Under 50 Gala 3PM 
Anthony’s Pier 9, New Windsor
April 28: Women with Wool, 10AM at Cong. Eitz Chaim
April 29: Eitz Chaim Sisterhood Book Club, 7PM Location 
TBA
April 30: Advanced Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
April 30: Wine Glass Painting Class, 7PM at Temple Sinai        

MAY 2015 
May 8: Family Shabbat Service, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob 
May 9: Sisterhood Shabbat, 9AM at Temple Sinai
May 9: “It’s a Mom’s World After All,” 6PM at Temple Beth 
Shalom
May 14: Observant Life Discussion, 7PM at Cong. Agudas 
Israel
May 17: Rabbi & Aviva Schwab Celebration, 2PM at Temple 
Sinai
May 17: Classical Piano Concert, 2PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
May 22: Shavuot/Yiskor Service, 7PM at Cong. B’nai Torah
May 31: Celebrate Israel Parade in New York City

JUNE 2015
June 3: Noar Hadassah Dinner, 6:30pm at Kol Yisrael

June 7: TS Men’s Club Trip to Ellis Island, 8:15AM
June 7: Federation Annual Meeting/Volunteers of the Year, 
10AM at 290 North St., Newburgh
June 14: Yard Sale, 9AM at Temple Sinai 
June 20:  Sisterhood/WRJ Vacation Bonanza, 8:30PM at 
Monroe Temple
June 29: TS Open, 10AM at West Hills Country Club

Stay in the loop with our weekly WE ARE ONE eNews Edi  on email blasts. We feature news and upcoming events for the en  re Orange 
County Jewish community. Send your email address to sharon@jewishorangeny.org. We never share your email address with anyone!

UPCOMING EVENTS                                                                                    FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org

ONGOING EVENTS

Congregation Agudas Israel
• Learn to Chant Haftorah, Wednesdays at 11AM
• Ask the Rabbi, Fridays at 9:30AM at Starbucks
• Scrabble with Friends, Tuesdays at 11AM
• Crash Course in Jewish History, Tuesdays at 7PM
• Learning the Liturgy, Thursdays at 10AM
• Basic Hebrew Class, Tuesdays at 10AM
• Simchat Shabbat Kiddush Lunch; Saturdays, April 18th, May 

16th & June 13th 
• Tot Shabbat, Saturdays, April 18th, May 16th & June 13th 
• Daughters of Agudas Israel, Thursdays May 7, June 4, July 2 

& August 6 at 7PM

Congregation B’nai Torah
• Card/Game Night, every second week of the month
• Movie Night, every fourth week of the month

Temple Beth Jacob
• Torah Study, Saturdays at 9:30AM (9AM May 9th, 23rd & 

June 20th) 
• Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, Thursdays April 2, 16 & 30 

at 7PM
• Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, Saturdays April 25 & May 2 

at 10:30AM 
• Chai Mitzvah Meetings, April 25th, May 30th & June 13th 

at 1PM

DONT MISS THE CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE
SUNDAY, MAY 31ST 

11AM TO 4PM ON 5TH AVENUE FROM 57TH TO 74TH STREETS

The Jewish Federation will once again provide round trip transportation from 
Orange County. This year we are exploring ways to extend our time in the city 
with available cultural programs. Watch your email for detatils as the time 
draws near. This is the time for you to experience walking among thousands of 
Jewish people in support of the land of Israel!

SAVE THE DATE...CELEBRATION FOR RABBI JOEL AND AVIVA SCHWAB
Join us to celebrate, refl ect and say farewell after 33 years at 

Temple Sinai and the Orange County community.
SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015   2 PM   TEMPLE SINAI, MIDDLETOWN

RSVP by 4/30/15 price is $10/Adults, $5/Children    
RSVP after 4/30 price is $15/Adults, $10/Children
All reservations must be mailed to Lisa Miller, 75 Highland Ave., Middletown, NY 10940.

Place a message for Rabbi & Aviva in the “Refl ections Journal”
Please contact the temple offi ce 845-343-1861 for Journal advertising prices.

All messages, ads, & payments for the journal must be received by 
May 7, 2015. Email all submissions to laklein57@gmail.com.
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CONNECTING LIVES, STRENGTHENING TIES; 
HOW OUR ONGOING PARTNERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE
BY LIZ KADESH
SPECIAL FEATURE

ABOUT LIZ KADESH
Liz Kadesh, LCSW-R, has been with 
Jewish Family Service since its 
incep  on: as agency director for 24 
years and currently as Director of 
the Yeladeinu Program.  She lives in 
Chester and looks forward to bringing 
her three grandchildren to the golf 
ou  ng.

MY JOURNEY BACK TO ISRAEL: DISCOVERING MY ROOTS 
BY LINDA NAKAGAWA
JUMPING INTO LIFE

One of the joys of working with youngsters with 
disabilities is the opportunity to rejoice and kvell 
with each family as their child achieves important 

milestones. Such was the case on February 16th, when 
Program Coordinator, Paula Blumenenau, and I attended the 
bar mitzvah celebration of Gabe Nathan at Party USA, in 
Middletown.  
Gabe is a charming young man who has a sweet and gentle 
demeanor. He speaks few words that we can understand, but 
sometimes talks at length with great expression in his own 
language. Despite communication defi cits, Gabe’s wicked 
sense of humor and kindness shine through.  
Gabe and his family have been part of our Yeladeinu Program 
for Jewish children with any type of disability since its 
inception eight years ago. Many of the participants in our 
program, like Gabe, have autism spectrum disorders. 
Gabe loves to attend the Yeladeinu “Special Sundays” 
classes. Here he studies Jewish culture, ritual and prayer 
while practicing social and communication skills.  Gabe’s 
entire family attends many of our FamiliesConnect monthly 
social and recreational outings. He especially loves animals 
and enjoys our visits to shelters and farms.  
The highlight of our program for Gabe, and most of his 
peers, is our KidsConnect therapeutic summer day camp. It 
is held on the grounds of Braeside Camp in Middletown, at 
the end of the summer when most programs are on hiatus. 
KidsConnect provides a real camp experience in an idyllic 
setting and establishes a routine that eases the transition to 

the new school year.  It also provides a break for parents 
looking for structured activities for their children.  
Gabe’s older brother, Josh, was part of KidsConnect camp’s 
MIT (mentor in training) Program and also serves as a mentor 
in our Special Sundays program. As a more typical teen, 
Josh helps his peers and younger campers to make friends 
and practice social skills. The warm acceptance teens with 
disabilities experience in KidsConnect camp is a wonderful 
antidote to the social isolation and bullying that many of our 
teens experience in school.
Gabe and his family, and all of the participating Yeladeinu 
families, are teaching the community about the value of 
“inclusion” of those with disabilities in every aspect of 
Jewish life. This message certainly resonated with the 
supportive family and friends who came to celebrate Gabe 
becoming a bar mitzvah!
Note: We appreciate the ongoing support of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Orange County for this and many 
of the programs at JFS. However, the Yeladeinu Program 
has experienced a critical cut in funding from a private 
foundation that has been a major supporter. Jewish Family 
Service is holding a Mini-Golf fundraiser on Sunday, June 
14th, 10 AM, at the Castle in Chester, to make it possible 
to hold KidsConnect camp this summer. To attend the golf 
outing, to be one of our sponsors or to make a donation, 
contact Paula Blumenau at Jewish Family Service, 341-1173, 
extension 305 or visit jfsorange.org.

In the summer of 2011, I traveled to Israel, Prague, 
and Poland with my three best friends on a NFTY 
in Israel trip thanks to the generosity of the Jewish 

Federation's scholarship. I was lucky enough to return 
to Israel this winter on Taglit Birthright with these same 
travel companions. On a whirlwind journey throughout 
the country, I was able to connect with my roots and 
truly understand the words L'dor V'dor, from generation 
to generation. 
The trip began in the Golan Heights, with a hike in 
Gamla, an overlook at Lebanon and Syria, and a trip to 
the Golan Heights winery. From there our humorous 
tour guide took us throughout the country, stopping in 
the mystical cities of Tzfat, Shabbat in Jerusalem, an 
evening in Netanya and a day in Tel Aviv. We ducked 
through side streets and fl ea markets in the Old City 
of Jaffa and ate at the famous Doctor Shakshuka. An 
intense morning hike overlooking Jordan, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia led us into the frigid waters of the Red 
Sea, where we went snorkeling off a yacht, a welcome 
surprise to the group! 
We were fortunate to meet former president of Hillel 
International and Jewish Scholar, Avraham Infeld, who 
discussed with us the concept of Jewish identity and 
the importance of unity for the Jewish people and our 
culture. After this eye-opening dialogue, accompanied 
by our new friends, a group of Israeli soldiers our age, 
we experienced Yad Vashem and Har Herzl, the Israeli 
Holocaust museum and military cemetery. A mother 
stood by a grave and recalled her son's heartwarming 
story of his dedication and bravery with unwavering 
love and support for Israel despite her loss. 
Our trip would not be complete without a visit to the 
Kotel, where I placed prayers in the wall and found 
myself in awe of the majestic wall that is so holy to 

our people. Each day was a new adventure and I found 
myself falling in love with Israel all over again. 
My friends and I extended our Taglit trip for an extra 
week and stayed with my incredibly generous family, 
witnessing just how amazing Israeli hospitality truly is. 
I should tell you the back-story behind how I found out 
about my large Israeli family. In Israeli schools, each 
seventh grade student must complete a genealogy project 
that tracks their history back at least 3 generations. My 
cousin took the project to an entirely new level with 
the help of her father, Menachem, and discovered over 
10 generations and 3500 people for the family tree. 
Menachem reached out to my family seven years ago, 
explaining that he was my mother’s second cousin and 
clued us in on the hundreds of cousins in Israel that 
descend from the Navon family. We welcomed the news, 
as time had faded the closeness of the large family.
Different wars and perils dispersed my family members 
from Turkey and Greece. I spent my extension exploring 
Israel and traveling around the country to meet cousins 
for the fi rst time. I was able to look upon original 
documents from my great-great-great-grandparents 
and learn about my extensive family tree that includes 
the fi fth president of Israel, Itzhack Navon, the Israeli 
businessman, Joseph Navon, who commissioned the 
Jaffa-Jerusalem Railway in the 1800's and now has a 
square named after him and numerous other doctors, 
lawyers, judges, and esteemed offi cials. This trip to 
Israel was transformative, reaffi rming my strong beliefs 
in Judaism.  I can truly say that Israel is my home.
NOTE: The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County  is a funder of Birthright Israel and Youth to 
Israel Scholarships, proving once again, that your gift 
does a world of good.

Linda Nakagawa is currently a senior at Brandeis 
University, double majoring in psychology and poli  cs 
with a minor in social jus  ce social policy.  A  er she 
graduates, she hopes to pursue a Masters in Social Work 
with a dual degree in either Public Health or Business. 

Jerusalem in 2011 (top) and 2015 (bo  om)
Pictured from le   to right (bo  om picture): Phillip 
Kossover, Aliya Levinstein, Linda Nakagawa, and Adam 
Ross-Hirsch.
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NEVER AGAIN
BY ERIC DISTELBURGER
SPECIAL FEATURE

Recently, the world marked the 70th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz. As people all over 
the world, from all different races, religions and 

creeds came together to commemorate the horrors that 
befell the Jewish people 70 years ago, one thought kept 
running through my head: Does the world still mean it 
when it says “never again?” 
Although the answer may have seemed obvious even a 
few years ago, I am not so sure anymore. In France and 
Belgium and Denmark, Jews have been singled out and 
murdered simply because they were Jewish. During this 
past summer’s war between Hamas and Israel, chants 
of “death to the Jews,” “gas the Jews,” and “Hitler was 
right” echoed throughout Europe. And lest you think 
that these anti-Semitic incidents are confi ned to the same 
lands that once birthed Nazism, one need not look any 
further than U.S. college campuses where Swastikas are 
being etched into Jewish fraternity houses, and Jewish 
students are being assaulted and called murderers because 
of their (perceived) support for the Jewish State of Israel. 
Indeed, the New York Times recently exposed that a 
Jewish student was initially prevented from joining 
UCLA’s student body council solely because she was 
Jewish. This is not Europe in 1938. But in some respects, 
I can’t imagine it’s all that different. 
But what is different, what is true now that was not true 
when the world turned a blind eye to Hitler’s plans to 
exterminate the Jewish people more than 70 years ago, 
is that for the fi rst time in 2000 years the Jewish people 
have returned to their historic homeland. The Jewish 
people now have a state of their own - a state to represent 
their interests, a state to defend them, and, a state to offer 
Jews safe refuge. Israel was not founded because of the 
Holocaust - the dream and work for a sovereign Jewish 
state had begun long before Hitler assumed power - but, 
looking out onto the world today, I can hardly imagine 
saying the words “never again” and believing them to be 
true, if not for the existence of the Jewish State. 
The connection that I feel towards Israel is undeniable. I 
remember the fi rst time that I stood at the Western Wall, 
trembling at its awe as I prayed at the very same spot 
where my ancestors had stood in worship 2000 years 
earlier. I remember the fi rst time that I hiked Masada 
and saw the ancient fortress where 1000 Jewish zealots 
decided to take their own lives rather than become 

Roman slaves. I remember the fi rst time I swam in the 
Dead Sea, hiked through the Negev, or even just walked 
through the Jerusalem Shuk, and through it all I felt 
connected - to the land, to the people, to my heritage. 
The only way to understand the connection that I 
feel is to experience it for yourself. Israel too often is 
demonized in the news. Too often Israel is portrayed 
as the aggressor, without acknowledging that Israel 
is surrounded by enemies who wish to destroy it. Too 
often Israel is condemned for a disproportionate number 
of civilian deaths, without providing any context as 
to the asymmetrical battles that Israel fi ghts. And too 
often Israelis are labelled as “child murderers,” or 
“warmongers” or, perhaps in the cruelest twist of irony, 
compared to, and oftentimes called more brutal than, 
Hitler. 
But, that’s not the Israel that I know and love because 
that’s not the Israel that I have experienced. I’ve seen 
Israel for all of the wonder that it has to offer - a beautiful 
country in the middle of the desert; a vibrant democracy 
in the heart of the Middle East; a place of refuge for not 
just Jews, but also Christians and Muslims, and people of 
all religions worldwide. 
And I’ve also experienced some of the hardship that 
Israelis are forced to endure. I’ve met Israelis who 
anguish over loved ones lost to terror attacks; I’ve 
spoken with Israelis who have lost sons and daughters 
to battle and long for peace with their neighbors; and, 
I’ve personally experienced a suicide bombing outside a 
nightclub in Tel Aviv. 
Israel is not a perfect country. But I am also confi dent 
defending Israel when it is demonized because I have 
been there and know what it is really like. That  is why 
I think it is imperative that every single Jew be afforded 
the opportunity and be encouraged to travel to Israel. We 
cannot expect Jewish students to stand up on their college 
campuses if they do not fully grasp what they are fi ghting 
for. We cannot ask them to extol the virtues of the Jewish 
state when they have never experienced it for themselves. 
If we want our younger generations to be proud of their 
Jewish homeland and to defend it against those who seek 
to delegitimize it, then we need to send each and every 
single one of them to Israel to allow them to connect the 
same way that I and many others have. 

Birthright Israel offers that opportunity. Birthright 
allows the younger generations to go and fall in love 
with the land, the people and the culture. Birthright is 
fun and cool, and it gets Jews excited about Israel and 
excited about their Jewish roots in ways that a lecture or 
class never could. Even for those, like myself, who have 
previously been to Israel, Birthright offers the opportunity 
to reconnect in a deep and meaningful manner.  
In a volatile region, surrounded by enemies who wish 
to destroy her, Israel needs to project strength. And we, 
in turn, need to do everything we can to continue to 
strengthen the bond between American Jewry and the 
Jewish State, to show the world that America stands 
with Israel. 70 years ago, the world came together 
and in unison proclaimed: “Never Again!” I am not 
sure if I believe that the world still stands behind that 
proclamation, but so long as the Jewish people have a 
state of their own, I know that the world does not have a 
choice. 

NOTE: The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County  is a funder of Birthright 
Israel and Youth to Israel Scholarships, 
proving once again, that your gift 
does a world of good.

ABOUT ERIC DISTELBURGER

Eric Distelburger, the son of 
Federa  on President, Abbe 
and Joseph Distelburger, 
graduated from Cornell 
University and George 
Washington University School 
of Law.  He is an a  orney in 
NYC, prac  cing Labor Law for 
the fi rm Putney, Twombly, Hall 
and Hirson.

MEET OUR 2015 YOUTH TO ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
The Jewish Federation is proud to award Scholarships to these fi ne teenagers. This summer they will embark on a journey sure to 
change their lives. Most will travel with the Reform Movement’s NFTY program, “L’Dor V’Dor, spending time in Europe before 
arriving in Israel. Before they leave, each recipient must complete 15 hours of community service. Upon their return, each will write 
an essay about their trip, which we will be publishing in upcoming We Are One newspapers.
 
Pictured at left, Michael Levinstein of Newburgh received the Jack & Jessica Blinkoff Scholarship which covers the entire cost of 
his trip, not including spending money. Thanks to our generous donors, all the other teens’ scholarships will enable them to have 
the summer of a lifetime. Pictured below, left to right: Dovy Ehrenreich of Monroe, Derrek Elgarten of Warwick, Miranda Feeley 
of Highland Mills, Jared Kossover of Monroe and Aidan Spencer of Monroe. Visit www.jewishorangeny.org for more Scholarship 
information.

        DOVY    DERREK     MIRANDA           JARED           AIDAN
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Harold Levine Endowment Program
Make your memory last. 
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.

EVELYN & MARVIN 
ABRAMOWITZ

DDDDDDDDR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

GGGGGGGGGGEORGIA & DR. IRVING 
ANDERMAN

DR. JACOB & 
JACQUELINE BARIE

JESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF

CELIA & BERNARD 
BRICKMAN

PEARL COHN

ROSE COHEN

ANDREA DUBROFF

THE ENDICK-
KORENMAN FAMILY

TRUDY & LEO FLAX

THE GITTELSOHN 
FAMILY

AAAAAALFAA RED GOLDBERGER

THE GUTTERMAN- 
GOLDBERG FAMILY

LESLIE A. HANDLER

ELLELLELLIS IS HECHECCHTHT

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT

IRV KAPLAN

JUNE & GERALD 
KREISBERG

MARION R. & 
LAWRENCE LEVIN

MARION RIDER LEVIN

ESTHER & FALK 
LEVINE

FLORENCE & JACQUES 
LEVINE

CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE

HARRIET & JACK LEVY

ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN

DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ

LORE & RABBI DR. 
KURT METZGER

SYLVIA & MURRAY 
MINTZ

GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

EDITH & EUGENE 
MULULU LINLINNN

LEONA & HAROLD
NADLE

PEARL & NATHAN
OLIVER

PAUL ORNSTEIN

EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK

RACHEL & EMANUEL 
REISER

PATRICIA & DAVID
RIDER 

THE RIEGER FAMILY

STELLA RUBINSKY

LIBBY & MAT 
SCHLEIFER

CHARLOTTE & JOSEPHHHHHHHHHH 
SCHULHOF

GLORYA COVEL SMITHHHHHHHHHHHH

ESTELLE & MORRIS 
SPIVACK

THE SURESKY FAMILYYYYYYYYY 

FLORENCE & LEO 
SUSSMAN

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS

The Harold Levine Endowment Program 
of the Jewish Federa  on of Greater 
Orange County currently has more than 
forty endowments and con  nues to grow, 
ensuring our benefi ciary agencies the ability 
to con  nue to enrich our community’s 
future and to be there to help Jews facing 
hardships here and abroad.

A legacy gi   to the Harold Levine 
Endowment Program is your way to leave 
fi nancial resources to Jewish ins  tu  ons, 
enabling them to provide rescue, relief, 
support and educa  onal services here and 
in 60 countries worldwide.

A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish 
Federa  on can be your partner in planning 
a legacy gi   that is consistent with your 
other estate plans; or, you can contact a 
tax advisor or estate-planning a  orney for 
informa  on specifi c to your situa  on.
To arrange for a confi den  al mee  ng, 
please contact Mark Fink at 845 782-7651. 

ANNOUNCING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STELLA RUBINSKY MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND

STELLA RUBINSKY - AN UNASSUMING WOMAN 
BY STEVEN RUBINSKY
CREATING A LIVING LEGACY

Stella Rubinsky was an unassuming woman who was 
intelligent, an incredibly good listener and devoted to her 
family. Stella had a wonderful sense of humor. Everyone 

wanted to be her friend. 
Growing up, Stella had a passion for learning and dreamed 
about going to college. However, she gave up that dream so 
her brother could attend college. She and her husband, Herbert, 
lived in the Bronx and raised their son Steven and daughter 
Deborah. Financially, things were tough and while her children 
were still young, Stella found a position as a secretary in the 
main offi ce of Truman High School, where she was seen as 
an invaluable support to the administrators, teachers and the 
students of the school. 
Stella had a love for reading and for travel. During those 
occasions where she had an opportunity to travel, she would 
do considerable preparation and go with a full knowledge 
base about where she was visiting. One thing she always 
looked forward to was seeking out historical synagogues 
while traveling. She found them fascinating, especially as they 

revealed the respective local cultures of the Jewish citizens of 
the region.
Stella’s thirst for learning was a gift from which the entire 
family benefi ted. When she and Herbert retired, eight months 
out of the year, Florida was their home. Family would visit 
and be treated to a week of incredible fun. Stella enjoyed 
researching educational outings and always found great themed 
restaurants, with coupons! She got so much joy being with 
family.
There is so much that can be written about her wisdom, 
diplomacy and thoughtfulness. Stella was a genuinely sincere 
woman who is missed by all who knew her. The Stella
Rubinsky Endowment is a wonderful way to honor her!
Steve Rubinsky is a past president of The Jewish Federa  on of Greater 
Orange County. He is Deputy Execu  ve Director of ARC of Rockland, an 
agency suppor  ng individuals with intellectual disabili  es. 
Doris Rubinsky is program director for the Safety Net Program at 
Jewish Family Service of Orange County and an ac  ve member of 
many local service organiza  ons. They are members of Congrega  on 
Eitz Chaim in Monroe.

Top row le   to right: Stella's son Steve Rubinsky, Stella's granddaughter 
Erica Rubinsky, Cheryl's husband David Brass, Stella's granddaughter Cheryl 
Rubinsky Brass, Stella's grandson David Rubinsky and his girlfriend Bri  any 
Modlesky. Middle row standing: Stella's daughter-in-law Doris Rubinsky.  
Seated is Stella's husband Herbert Rubinsky and Martha Albert (Doris' mom) 
and standing are Stella's great grandchildren, Josh and Zach Brass.

Standing behind Herbert Rubinsky are Stella's son-in-law Chris Love, 
Stella's granddaughter Samantha Love and Stella's daughter Debbie 
Rubinsky Love.

Steve and Doris Rubinsky were honorees at the 
Jewish Federa  on’s Major Gi  s Dessert Recep-
 on in 2014.

You may make a dona  on or get more informa  on about this or any Endowment fund online at jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments.
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PASSOVER PROVISIONS 
BY MARGARET GILBERT & LORRAINE WERNOW
COOK’S CORNER 

Cream Cheese Cupcakes
3 eight ounce packages of cream cheese softened
1 cup of sugar
5 eggs
1 ½ teaspoons of vanilla fi lling mix
1 ⅔ cups of sour cream
¼ cup of sugar
¼ teaspoon of vanilla

Beat together top four ingredients until smooth. Place 24 mini cupcake papers 
in mini cupcake tins and fi ll each ⅔. Bake at 325 degrees for 40 minutes. 
Remove from oven and top each cupcake with about 1 tablespoon of sour 
cream fi lling. Then top each cupcake with about ⅛ teaspoon of raspberry jam 
or small pieces of fruit. Return cupcakes to oven at 325 degrees for 5 minutes. 

Mandelbrot
4 eggs well beaten
1 cup sugar
⅔ cup oil
Pinch salt
Add fi rst four ingedients and beat well for
10 minutes
1½ cups cake meal
2 tablespoons potato starch
Add to above mixture until well mixed
1½ cups kosher for Passover chocolate chips

Mix everything together, let sit for 20 minutes. Divide into halves or quarters. 
Oil hands and cookie sheet. Form into logs, sprinkle with sugar. Bake 20 
minutes. Remove and slice, wiping knife after each slice from the chocolate. 
Spread on cookie sheet. Bake 10-15 minutes more till baked thru and dry.

ABOUT LORRAINE WERNOW

Lorraine is a re  red social worker, an ac  ve member of
Temple Beth Jacob, the Newburgh Jewish Community Center, Rosh 
Chodesh Group and The Jewish Federa  on. She has three adult children 
and 4 grandchildren who live out of town.  Lorraine enjoys ea  ng in 
restaurants with friends, reading, baking and walking on the Walkway 
over the Hudson. This recipe originated from Lorraine’s friend Joan 
Piskun. 

ABOUT MARGARET GILBERT

Margaret Gilbert lives in Chester and is a member of the Monroe Temple. 
She is an avid cook who spends much of her free  me in the kitchen, when 
she’s not skiing, hiking or kayaking!  Cooking for the holidays is one of her 
most favorite, incorpora  ng many of the tradi  onal recipes her mother-in-law 
taught her long ago, especially homemade gifi lte fi sh.

“We want to ensure that this space is a blessing to everyone that walks 
in,” said Rabbi Philip Weintraub of Congregation Agudas Israel.
The rabbi spoke in front of an audience of more than a hundred 

people at the sprawling, new Kol Yisrael building on Sunday. The occasion marked 
the offi cial opening of the large, two-story building that now serves as the home of 
Congregation Agudas Israel, the Newburgh Jewish Community Center and Temple 
Beth Jacob of Newburgh.
“May this space be fi lled with every aspect of our tradition, with music, with art, 
with teaching, with prayer, with culture, with performances, with living, breathing, 
dynamic Jewish expression,” Weintraub said. 
In addition to new classrooms, offi ces and sanctuaries, the 30,000-plus-square-foot 
building includes a new gymnasium, art room, dance studio, Judaica gift shop and 
children’s library.
“A fi rst-fl oor addition and a new second fl oor was added on to the existing 
Congregation Agudas Israel synagogue, built in the late 60s-early 70s,” said Liscum 
McCormack VanVoorhis Senior Architect Don Petruncola. “Construction took about 
16 months to complete. The establishment of the second fl oor for religious studies 
was a big step,” Petruncola said. 
The three organizations came together to form Kol Yisrael over the course of about 
fi ve years, said Kol Yisrael President Jan Sosnick. “We have our own organizations,” 
Sosnick said. “We’re sharing a building and we’re sharing resources.”
The building project cost more than $3 million, he said, and much of the funding 
came from the Kaplan Family Foundations.
In the new lobby, Rabbi Weintraub and Rabbi Larry Freedman of Temple Beth Jacob 
wielded hand-held power drills while hanging a mezuzah on a doorframe. “Watch 
out, rabbis with hand drills,” joked Weintraub, shortly after reciting a prayer. 
The crowd clapped and sang in celebration after a ribbon-cutting ceremony in the 
lobby. A new 2,700-square-foot gymnasium teemed with children playing basketball. 
Upstairs, about a dozen women took part in a dance class held in a brand new dance 
studio. The new second fl oor of the building boasts several new classrooms. Third 
grade teacher Aileen Rein taught her fi rst class in one of them on Sunday. “It was 
great for the kids to have a space to study,” she said. 
A few doors down, longtime Temple Beth Jacob member and religious school 
Principal Nancy Bloom Gross stood in a new offi ce. “Basically, our family moved 
and joined a bigger family,” she said.
Local offi cials attending the open house included City of Newburgh Mayor Judy 
Kennedy and city councilwoman and Temple Beth Jacob member Genie Abrams. 
“I’m so thrilled that we’ve come together under one roof to create a true, united 
Jewish community,” said Abrams.

Kol Yisrael former President Alan Seidman thanked a collection of people, 
organizations and businesses for their efforts in the building project. “I can’t express 
my gratitude with the right words,” said Seidman.
In his closing remarks, Rabbi Weintraub spoke to the many people who came 
together to bring the project to fruition. “Your dream has matured,” he said. “Now we 
must work to ensure that it fl ourishes for generations to come.”
To learn more about Kol Yisrael, call 845-562-5516 or visit kolyisraelnewburgh.org. 

KOL YISRAEL UNVEILS NEW HOME
BY SHANTAL RILEY, sriley@tcnewspapers.com  MID HUDSON TIMES
SPECIAL REPORT

ABOVE L R: RABBI LARRY FREEDMAN AND RABBI PHILIP WEINTRAUB AFFIX THE MEZUZZAH TO THE 
ENTRANCE DOOR, ALAN SEIDMAN AND JAN SOSNICK ADDRESS THE CROWD

BELOW: OFFICIAL RIBBON CUTTING
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that 
serve greater Orange County’s 
thriving Jewish community. To 
help you find the congregation 
that best suits your lifestyle, we 
have provided a brief overview. 
For more detailed information, 
we invite you to contact each 
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah Congrega  on
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7565
Affi  lia  on: Orthodox

Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

THE BOTTOM LINE
BY RABBI  JOEL SCHWAB
PRACTICAL RABBI

If a totally unobservant Jew were to ask you what single ritual 
is the starting point for living a life as a committed Jew, what 
would you say? After thinking over that question for years, I 

have my answer. 
But fi rst, let me mention some very important mitzvot that didn’t 
make it to number one. Attendance at High Holiday services 
reminds us of our understandings about and our relationship 
with the Divine while getting us together with our fellow Jews. 
Pesach seders bring us family and focus on the history that 
makes us a people, but, like the High Holidays, cannot sustain 
our Jewish souls because they are once a year observances. 
Studies have shown that the observance of kashrut is the best 
predictor of a child’s future identity as a Jew, but keeping kosher 
becomes too automatic. Prayer is also a daily ritual but it is hard 
for a beginner to access, considering the need for Hebrew fl uency 
and constant focus.
It is clear to me that the number one ritual mitzvah in Judaism is 
Shabbat. Not just because it occurs regularly but because of the 
many ways Shabbat affects our lives.
First, observing Shabbat affects our awareness of G-d. When we 
pause each week to rest, we recall the story of Creation, the idea 
that there is a G-d behind the existence of the Universe. Shabbat 
is also “a remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt,” informing 
us that, unlike slaves, we have a divinely commanded day off.  
Shabbat gives us an opportunity to make G-d a signifi cant part 
of our consciousness, as the Creator of the world and as the 
liberator of our people.
Second, observing Shabbat affects our relationship with our 
community. The rest of the world is working; we’re resting. So 
we spend time together. We learn to care about each other; we 
notice who’s not there; we schmooze with each other at oneg or 
kiddush; we watch each other’s kids mature. I have no doubt that 
the growth and cohesion in traditional Jewish communities come 
primarily from the fact that the members of those communities 

share Shabbat together. Ahad Ha’am’s statement is so true: 
“More than the Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the 
Jews.” Shabbat is a glue that helps keep the Jewish community 
together.
Third, observing Shabbat affects relationships within the family.  
The complaint is that families never spend time together. Parents 
work all the time. Children have afterschool programs and 
friends they have to spend time with. Even when everyone is 
home, often each member of the family is glued to his/her own 
electronic device. But a traditional Shabbat excludes the use of 
electronics and of the vehicles that would take us shopping, and 
includes meals eaten together, requiring family members to relate 
to each other. There are opportunities to read to the younger 
set, to play with the older kids, to spend quality time with one’s 
spouse. Without the pressures of the usual rat race, parents have 
time to relate to their children and to each other. 
One last effect: on ourselves. How often do we take the time to 
think about our lives and what is truly most important to us?  To 
refresh our souls? To relate to G-d? How else are we going to 
remember that the spiritual is more important than the material?  
Are you burned out? Stressed out? I have a prescription: try 
Shabbat.  
I truly believe that the single most important Jewish act we 
Jews can perform will always be the observance of Shabbat, the 
Jewish answer to so much of life, the only ritual commandment 
in G-d’s Top Ten List. For centuries it has preserved the Jewish 
people and our sanity.  It is number one.
ABOUT RABBI SCHWAB

Rabbi Joel Schwab has been the spiritual leader of 
Temple Sinai in Middletown for over thirty years.  He 
serves on the Boards of Federa  on, Jewish Family 
Service and several others. Rabbi and his wife Aviva 
have two sons and fi ve grandsons. Sadly, Rabbi Schwab 
is re  ring this year but happily he and Aviva will be able 
to spend more  me with their family.
  THANKS, RABBI, FOR ALL YOU HAVE 
 DONE FOR  ORANGE COUNTY!


