
March 2026 adar/nisan 5786 

See Page 3 for full order form! 

https://www.jewishorangeny.org/-stop-hate-challenge
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar/fundraiser-kedem-winery
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/scholarships-grants
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544A5AC2CA1FDC25-62134723-shabbat


JewishOrangeNY.org │ 2 

Purim was this week, Passover is coming. That means it’s almost spring! I’m 
looking forward to seeing the crocuses and daffodils pop their little heads 
out of the snow to remind us that warmer days are coming. 

If you were able to join us this past Sunday for the county-wide Purim 
celebration, supported by our partner clergy, I’m sure you had a good time! 
It is always so wonderful to get together as a community, especially with so 
many children running around expressing their Judaism so joyfully! Many 
thanks to the folks at the Monroe Temple of Liberal Judaism and Beit Sefer 
of Orange County for hosting this celebration of Jewish resilience. 

As you prepare your Passover table, or prepare to travel to someone else’s Passover table, remember to 
order your Kosher for Passover wine from Kedem! You’ll find details below. Not only will you find delicious 
choices (far broader than your grandparents’ Kedem or Manischewitz!) from our neighbors at Kedem 
Winery in Montgomery, NY, but a portion of your purchase will help to support our work for the Orange 
County Jewish community. 

One of the ways we support the local Jewish community is through scholarships for Jewish summer camp, 
trips to Israel, other Jewish experiences, or religious school. Remember that the application deadline for 
summer programs is March 31 – you’ll find info on that below as well. Applications for programs at other 
times during the year are accepted on a rolling basis. 

I look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood, and learning how else we can support your Jewish 
journey. 

With gratitude, 

Wendy Cedar Executive Director  
Director@JewishOrangeNY.org | 845.562.7860 

A Message From Wendy Cedar,  

mailto:Director@JewishOrangeNY.org
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 This Program Is Made Possible By A Grant From 

Get Ready For Passover!  
 

Order your Kosher for Passover Wine 
through our Kedem Winery Fundraiser NOW! 

 
A portion of all proceeds support the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Orange County.  
 

To help us defray costs, will you add $1 to orders of 
3-6 bottles, for the reusable bag in which they will 

be packaged?  
 

 ACCESS ORDER FORM HERE: 
 jewishorangeny.org  

or by clicking the Image.  
 

 Order: Email: Director@JewishOrangeNY.org or Mail 
order form to 292 North St, Newburgh, NY 12550. 

 Pay by check: Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County (Include Order Form) 

 Pay online: JewishOrangeNY.org (note: web payment 
on order form) 
 

Orders will be available for pick-up at select 
locations beginning  

March 26th 
Note: Other wines are available upon request, call Tara at Kedem at 

845.236.4000 Ext. 105. 

https://jewishorangeny.regfox.com/elizabeth-r-hyman
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar/fundraiser-kedem-winery
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar/fundraiser-kedem-winery
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar/kedem-wine-passover-fundraiser
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar/kedem-wine-passover-fundraiser
mailto:Director@JewishOrangeNY.org
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/donate/donate-now
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Rabbi’s Blog 

What is Mishloach Manot? 
In Megillat Esther, Haman describes the Jewish people to King Ahasuerus as being 
“scattered and dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your 
realm” (Esther 3:8). While the p’shat (simple meaning) is describing the Jews living 
geographically all over the kingdom, Rabbinic commentators have read into this that 
the Jews were spiritually vulnerable. They were divided, and that division weakened 
them. It was this division that provided an opportunity for Haman to try to destroy 
us. 

In this context, the Purim story is not just about political salvation. It becomes a story 
of repairing a community. Esther gathers the people to fast together. Mordechai 
unites them with a purpose. And after defeating Haman, the celebration they 
establish is not only about feasting and rejoicing, but about strengthening the bonds 
that keep us together as a community. 

Mordechai prescribes that Purim will be a day for “feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts 
to the poor” (Esther 9:22). This command, halachically speaking, is easy to do. You send two ready-to-eat foods to 
one friend as a gift. And you give two coins to the poor. (It’s great to do a whole lot more, but that’s the minimum!) 

Now food and gifts are practical. Purim includes a festive meal, the Seudat Purim. By sending food to one another 
and giving charity, we ensure that everyone has what they need to celebrate. Purim joy is not meant to be private. It 
is shared at the table. 

But the symbolism runs deeper. Haman’s accusation was that we were “scattered and dispersed.” Mishloach Manot 
is the antidote. It transforms a community of individuals into a network of connections. Each gift says: You matter to 
me. Our joy is intertwined. 

Unlike matanot la’evyonim, gifts specifically designated for those in need, mishloach manot is exchanged among 
friends, neighbors, and fellow congregants. It strengthens bonds across the community. 

And the word mishloach means sending. So, these gifts actually involve three parties: the giver, the recipient, and the 
one who delivers the gift. It’s not just about giving or receiving food. It’s about strengthening relationships. It’s about 
the experience of building a community. 

I want to encourage you to participate in this important mitzvah. On Purim day, take some hamantaschen, some fruit 
or any of your favorite foods, wrap them up, and have someone deliver this to a friend on your behalf. It’s such a 
powerful experience for a child to be that shaliach, the one who delivers the food. 

Doing this shows that we refuse to be scattered. We will draw those who are dispersed closer to us. We will heal the 
fractures in our community. 

Happy Purim!! 
Cantor Carl Sayres, Congregation Agudas Israel, Newburgh 
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My Tree In Israel 
 

Support an Israeli Farmer and Receive From Their 
Bounty, Your Own  
Private-Label: Olive Oil, Kosher Wine or Whisky! 
 
 Wine (Private Label from Jezreel Valley Winery) July 
13 | Delivery Rosh Hashanah 

 Wine (Avivim | Located on the northern border) March 5| Delivery 
Passover 

 Whiskey | May 3 | Delivery June (Father's Day) 

 Olive Oil | November 6 | Delivery December  
Order: Use the QR Code   
Learn More: Jewishorangeny.org   
Need Help Ordering? Call: 845-562-7860. 

Hear from a survivor of the 2022 Colleyville, TX, hostage crisis. 
What does "fight" really mean in Run/Hide/Fight? 
Thursday, March 5th, 2026 | 4:00 - 5:00 PM EST 
 
Presented by: Jeff Cohen, Colleyville Hostage Survivor | Topic: How we used our resources to fight back and free  
ourselves from the crisis. 
 
Moderated by: Brad Orsini, National Security Director, CSI Former FBI Special Agent and Director of Security for 
the Pittsburgh Federation. 
 
This is a continuation of CSI's monthly training series 
(generally every first Tuesday of every month) providing 
varied and timely training topics.  
 
See our archive of past trainings here: https://csiny.org/
online-and-webinar-training/ 

Register Here! 

https://www.jewishorangeny.org/
https://www.mytree.org.il/partnership-1/federation-orange-county-ny
https://csiny.org/online-and-webinar-training/
https://csiny.org/online-and-webinar-training/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0IJRM9g2RkCKFIh_RpVS2Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0IJRM9g2RkCKFIh_RpVS2Q#/registration
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Gift of Life Marrow Registry believes every person battling blood cancers, and a hundred other diseases, deserves a second chance at life — 
and we are determined to help make it happen. Many of our donors have been found as a result of the swabbing drives we have held on 
local college campuses, in fitness centers, and at festivals and events. Visitors to our swabbing tables are able to join the registry on the spot 
with a quick swipe inside their own cheeks with a cotton swab. Every donor who joins the registry has the potential to save someone’s life 
If you are available to help out at a donor recruitment drive, even for a couple of hours, please contact Sherrill Lazarus 
smlazarus@yahoo.com | Gail Oliver gailao777@aol.com, You can request a swabbing kit at home, www.giftolife.org.   

Upcoming Swabbing Drives:  

 Thursday March 5 | 11am -2pm | Dutchess Community College - Greenspan Cafeteria, Drumlin Hall, 47 Gallery Circle, Poughkeepsie 
 Wednesday, March 11 |   5-8pm | Gold’s Gym— 15 Racquet Rd. Newburgh 
 Thursday, March 19 | 11am-2pm | Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine, 60 Prospect Ave, Middletown 
 Thursday, March 26 | 10am -2pm | SUNY Orange Middletown -Shepard Student Center, Fireplace Lounge(2nd floor) 
 Tuesday, April 14 | 11am-1pm Mount Saint Mary College -Aquinas Hall: The View 
 Tuesday, April 21 | 10am- 2pm | Iona College 715 North Ave, New Rochelle 
 Wednesday, April 22 | 11am-3pm | SUNY Orange Middletown -TBD (Rowley Lobby or on the Green with the Picnic) 

GIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRY  
TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! 

WOO HOO!! Match #184! It's time for another happy dance!! 

The Harold Levine Named Endowment Fund Program 
The Harold Levine Endowment Program of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County currently has 65 Endowments 
with a principle of over $5,000,000. These funds can be established with any amount of money. The interest is reinvested in 
the funds until they reach a corpus of $5,000, at which time distributions can be made to named charities.  
All endowment funds must designate a minimum of 30% of the interest earned to the Jewish Federation Annual Campaign. 
Arrange a confidential meeting to make a charitable gift as part of your estate plan. Call the Federation office 845-562-7860 
for more information.  
Read more here: jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments 

mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=r20.rs6.net&t=h.eJxNkUtzokAUhf9KysWsBmgamoZUUYlMFAxoROIDNhSPBkWh5dGKTM1_H9llees75yy--3fCmsvk9WVy7Lpr-yoIDQR80yp8RTqhq_iivb5lOgBiua_FS0TPg-nPiPlhQC0wFne4PZ9X_dxwNtwOQSbXe1r54cMP3PrDkvb5cHuCr4g401rdH6WZB5Y7XxxOPVpsOMf
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments
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Household Items: 
 Toilet Paper 
 Paper Towel 
 Garbage Bags 
 Storage bags/new containers of all sizes 
 Paper goods; plates, napkins, cups 
 Cleaning supplies 

 Laundry detergent/softener 
 Bleach 
 Sponges 

 
 
 

Personal Care Items: 

 Bar/Liquid Soap 
 Shampoo & Conditioner 
 Moisturizer & Hand Cream 
 Tooth Brushes 
 Personal Care Wipes 
 Store Gift Cards Are Accepted  
 

Jewish Family Service-
Support for Holocaust 
Survivors is collecting the 
following items (below). 
 
These household items 
can be dropped off at 
JFS: 720 Route 17M 
Middletown, NY 10940 or 
pick-up can be arranged 
by calling  845-341-1173 
ext. 306  If you would like 
to make a monetary 
donation, please 
go jfsorange.org/donate/
donate-online 

JFS Senior Independence Program  
register for the training or for more information about services available for older 
neighbors throughout Orange County call or email | 845-341-1173 | 
volunteer@jfsorange.org  

Help Beth Israel Rebuild 

 
Jewish Federations are raising funds 
to support Beth Israel Congregation 
in Jackson, Mississippi, following an 
arson attack that caused significant 
damage to this historic synagogue. 
Gifts to this fund will provide critical 

resources for rebuilding and recovery, helping ensure the 
congregation can continue to 
serve as a center of Jewish life.  
Read our full statement on the 
attack.  

New Training  
Dates TBA:  

Watch our Weekly E-
Blast for Updates on 

Thursdays! 

Stay connected with us through our monthly We Are One 
and our Weekly We Are One Newsletter E-Blast  
(sign up by emailing office@jewishorangeny.org  

or Call 845.562.7860  
-provide your email address), or online at  

Jewishorangeny.org,  
Follow us on Instagram at JFedOC_NY or Facebook at 

Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, NY 

https://jfsorange.org/donate/donate-online
https://jfsorange.org/donate/donate-online
mailto:volunteer@jfsorange.org
https://jfnamarketing.cmail19.com/t/j-l-ydtryhly-dhojtmkt-y/
https://jfnamarketing.cmail19.com/t/j-l-ydtryhly-dhojtmkt-y/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/260106539018957
mailto:volunteer@jfsorange.org
mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/
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Through Federation, You Can Do Good That Goes Everywhere  
DONATE NOW 

While you're reading this, your gift is impacting Jewish lives around the world. From 
North America to Ukraine to Israel and across 70 other countries - your gift impacts 

lives around the world. 

 

 

 
 

Any incident impacting the Jewish community always provides us with learning 
opportunities. Regardless of outcomes, we should endeavor to learn from incidents, and 
identify which policies and procedures may or may not have impacted a similar event in 
our area. As a point of discussion, we consider the vehicle ramming attack at Chabad 
headquarters in Brooklyn (770) in January. In this case, no one was injured, and an arrest 
was made as the incident unfolded. We learned two things in the aftermath of this 
incident. 

The first was that there was a gate or other means of hostile vehicle mitigation set further back from the doors with 
which the vehicle made contact. At the time of this attack, however that mechanism was unlocked. It had been 
unlocked for a functional purpose relative to building operations but was not re-secured following its use. We 
implement physical security upgrades which are necessary. However, the best equipment that isn't used, pales in 
comparison to modest or outdated equipment that is used effectively. It is important that policies and procedures 
inform physical upgrades. Even a 50 year old door with weak hinges serves as a deterrent when it is kept closed, and 
locked when not in use. Understand your potential vulnerabilities. If you have not had a vulnerability assessment 
done in the past three years, request one. 

The second lesson that emerged from the 770 incident was that the subject who did the vehicle ramming was not 
only at Chabad Headquarters several days earlier, but had appeared in at least one synagogue in New Jersey in the 
weeks preceding the attack. Immediately prior to his trip to 770, he was asked to leave a synagogue in New Jersey 
and became upset. By all accounts, including his prior visit to 770, he was not threatening in any manner during his 
appearances, claiming to be seeking faith. Many observers, however, did report that something seemed “off”. This 
highlights the difficulty in balancing the mission of being open and welcoming, with protecting an organization and 
its congregants. It is unrealistic that all unknown people that show up at any synagogue should be turned away. 
However, this incident highlights the need for screening, and identifying every unknown visitor, ideally with a 
photograph of their ID and a picture. Most importantly, if something feels “off”, take note of that and immediately 
report that to CSI. Reporting things that may seem “off” helps CSI connect similar occurrences around the region to 
help the Jewish Community and Law Enforcement understand when there might be a problem. The only information 
that is irrelevant is information that is not reported. Screening is a critical component of house of worship safety. 
Guides such as “The Power of Hello”, or any of CSI’s security and or screening related trainings can help enhance any 
institution’s collective awareness. 

For any security related questions, to report an incident, or to discuss trainings or vulnerability assessments, contact 
your CSI Regional Security Director. 

Patrick Regan 
Senior Regional Security Director – Greater Hudson Valley 
Community Security Initiative | 520 8th Avenue Suite 1400 | New York, NY 10018 
Office: 212-983-4800 ext 109 | Mobile: 929-302-9550 |  reganp@csiny.org | www.csiny.org 

https://form.jotform.com/220544248885968?utm_source=web&utm_medium=banner
mailto:reganp@csiny.org
http://www.csiny.org


Please Support Our Sponsors 

Advertise your business here. 
Business card ads: $10/month or $100/year.  
¼ page(4.5x3.5”): $15/month or $150/year.  

Purchase for the year, and you will receive 2 free months for 
whichever size ad placed. 

 Call 845-562-7860 or email 
office@jewishorangeny.org  
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Try it Before  
You Buy It! 

 
Call Me First! 

 

Martin Hochhauser 
 

914.456.4050 
 

MHochhauser@yahoo.com 

A Publication of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County | 292 North St., Newburgh, NY 12550—www.jewishorangeny.org 
 

If you would like a copy of the We Are One mailed to you monthly, for a donation of $36 for the year, please email Pam: 
office@jewishorangeny.org  

or Call 845-562-7860 

mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
mailto:MHochhauser@yahoo.com
http://www.jewishorangeny.org
mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
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Upcoming Dates:  
 March 15 | April 12 

Meeting in the Children’s Library 

 

March 8th | April 16th | May 14th 

mailto:joangarry893@gmail.com
mailto:wwayman5285@gmail.com
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7 PM CLASS DATES ARE:  
APRIL 23 | JUNE 18 

March 27th * 

Jews & Brews 
Join us for our final Jews & Brews 

of the winter! 
 

Billy Joe’s Ribworks  
Thursday, March 5 | 5-7:30 pm 

 
Enjoy great conversation, tasty 
bites and as always, your first 
drink is on us! After this we will 
take a pause until the warmer 

months, so please don’t 
miss it! 

 
Family friendly,  

No RSVP required! 

mailto:bnaitorahshul@gmail.com
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/gh92ar8?source_id=1c8fda3f-1616-4c38-ac23-e61f34546a06&source_type=em&c=UPI1AmOgvgpcfSJWED_myy7_I1PcpCE7owc-XMWApmoQJyTbl0baBg==
mailto:leslyej21@gmail.com
mailto:leslyej21@gmail.com


Read Full Details on our 2025/26 JBC Authors on our Calendar at 
jewishorangeny.org/calendar, and look for event info in our upcoming 

weekly We Are One E-Blast. 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available to Help Support The JBC: Author 
Series at:  

jewishorangeny.org/donate/donate-now  
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 March 8 | Understanding: Temple Board 

Meeting 

 March 29 | How to: Community Seder 

 April 12 | Understanding Temple Budget/

Financing 

 April 26 | Deeper Meaning: Israel In 

Community 

 

Sundays | 10:30am – 12:00pm  
Come to any or several sessions | No Experience Needed! 

 

TBJ Movie & Matzah Night – 
Saturday, March 28 | 7pm 

Join us for a viewing of “Streit’s: 
Matzo and the American 

Dream” movie. The history of 
the Streit's Matzo factory on 
New York's Lower East Side. 
Opened in 1925, it sat at the 
heart of the nation's largest 
Jewish immigrant community. 

Today it remains the last family 
owned matzo factory in 

America. 

https://www.jewishorangeny.org/calendar
jewishorangeny.org/donate/donate-now
https://jewishorangeny.regfox.com/molly-jong-fast


The Albert Wisner Public Library, 1 McFarland Road , Warwick NY 10990 will show the movie "Voyage of the 
Damned" in  observance of Yom Hashoah, on Monday, April 13,2026 at  1PM at their weekly "Monday Afternoon at the  
Movies.” 

Linda Dubin will introduce the movie and explain why it is being shown at this time., why we observe Yom Hashoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) and the meaning of the Holocaust. 

The movie is a 1976 film with an all star cast including Faye Dunaway, Oskar Werner, Lee Grant, Max Von Sydow. The 
story is based on a historic event, the 1939 voyage of the German ship, the MS St Louis, which departed from Hamburg , 
Germany carrying 937 Jewish passengers bound for Havana, Cuba .This movie is almost 50 year old and has not been 
shown in many years. 

Did the passengers depart the ship at Havana, Cuba? What happened to the 937 passengers of the St. Louis.?/ 

Please come to the Albert Wisner Library on April 13 at 1 PM to find the answers to these questions. 
The movie is Open to the Public. 

Jennifer Younghans, teacher of College American History and Holocaust & 
Genocide Studies in the Middletown Enlarged City School District, shared 
that on January 28,, four scholars from Mrs. Younghan’s Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies course at Middletown High School designed and led 
ceremonies throughout the day to commemorate International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. 

Mia White, Lindsay Lopez Morales, Firdes Kaba and Messia Vasquez led 
scholars in Global History and Geography II classes through the ceremony that highlighted excerpts from 
the diaries of three Jewish teenagers living in Poland and Hungary, as well as poems read by scholars in the audience. The 
ceremony also included a historical overview of the Holocaust and International Holocaust Remembrance Day, as well as 
opportunities for engaging with an interactive timeline, listening to survivor testimonies, and creating a memorial candle. Mia, 
Lindsay, Firdes, and Messia designed this ceremony to teach their peers about the atrocities of the Holocaust and help ensure a 
tragedy like this never happens again. 
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