Community
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE

2021

2020-2021
FOUNDATION
HIGHLIGHTS

16.7%

$127.6M

$40.0M

RETURN ON
INVESTMENT

IN
CONTRIBUTIONS

IMPAC T
THROUGH GRANT
DISTRIBUTIONS

$837.3M

2,218

139

IN T O TA L A SSE T S
AND PL ANNED
GIF TS

T O TA L #
OF FUNDS &
PL ANNED GIF TS

NEW DONORS TO
T HE F OUNDAT ION
FA MILY

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO IS A REGISTERED CANADIAN CHARITY
BN 108155797RR0002

PHILANTHROPY FOR
OUR SHARED FUTURE
Dynamic communities are built on solid foundations—and that's especially true in times like these. While
the past year has been a challenging one, the way Jewish Toronto has come together gives us every
confidence that we are set to emerge from this crisis stronger than ever. This remarkable achievement
would not be possible without you and your unparalleled dedication to our collective future.
That shared future, in many ways, will be shaped by our children and grandchildren. One of the things we
love most about working at the Jewish Foundation is having the opportunity to see families unite across
generational lines to map out their philanthropic vision together. For a growing number of families, the
Jewish Foundation has been instrumental in bringing tzedakah to life and demonstrating the powerful
impact it can have in making the world a better place. We are thrilled to be a part of these inspiring
journeys and invite you to reach out to us if you would like to learn more.
We are at an exciting moment in time at the Jewish Foundation. With planned gifts and assets now
totaling $837 million—and having achieved an annual return of 16.7% on our investments over
the past year and an 8.8% annualized return over the past 5 years, the Jewish Foundation is wellpositioned for continued stable growth and success. We hope you enjoy reading our Annual Report
to the Community and learning more about our collective efforts and their impact on the causes that
matter most.
We would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank Ronit Holtzman for her
dedicated leadership of the Jewish Foundation for the past fifteen years. Ronit has had an
extraordinary impact on our community and the broader Jewish world, and we wish her every success
in the next chapter of her career.

Keith Ray

Brett Henry

CHAIR,

VP, PHILANTHROPY & HEAD OF

JEWISH FOUNDATION

THE JEWISH FOUNDATION

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Thank you for your steadfast and generous support of, and trust in, the Jewish Foundation. We look
forward to seeing what we will achieve together in the year ahead.
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A MESSAGE FROM
UJA FEDERATION
The Jewish Foundation has served as a bedrock for Toronto’s Jewish community for over half a century.
As one of the oldest and largest Jewish foundations in North America, it has allowed generations of
community leaders to invest in our collective future, ensuring that Jewish life in Toronto remains vibrant,
welcoming, and safe.
Looking back on all that has transpired in the last year, we are reminded that in an uncertain world, one of the
few things we can truly count on is the power of community. Together with UJA Federation, the Jewish
Foundation was able to be there for the countless people, agencies, and institutions that depended on
us throughout the pandemic. Thanks to you, our Toronto Jewish community continues to be a shining
example within the Jewish world and beyond.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

As we look and plan towards a strong post-pandemic future, increased organizational integration and
collaboration will be a key priority. From the inspiring philanthropic leadership of our donors and fundholders,
to the strong expertise of the Jewish Foundation’s professional team and dedicated volunteers, we all play an
integral role in ensuring a vibrant Jewish future. On behalf of UJA Federation, thank you for everything
you have done to support our community during this challenging time.
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Linda Frum

Adam Minsky

CHAIR OF THE BOARD

PRESIDENT & CEO

LIFE IS BUILT
ON STRONG
FOUNDATIONS
The Jewish Foundation's experience and rich
community history give it the unique ability to
provide you and your family with valuable tools,
strategies and expertise to make charitable giving
easy, thoughtful and creative.

MISSION:
Partner with individuals, families, advisors, and
organizations to fulfill their philanthropic goals and
provide a positive impact on the community.

VISION:

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

To enhance Jewish life and to strengthen the
community, today and for generations to come.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE
AND RECOVERY
COVID-19 challenged us as individuals and as a community, but we
persevered. Together with our family of volunteers and donors, the
Jewish Foundation rose to action. Fundholders provided a ready
source of funds to programs in need and established the Community
Resilience Loan Fund.

SUPPORTED S ENIORS WITH KOS HER ME AL S ON WHEEL S

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the staff at Bernard Betel Centre made calls to hundreds of
seniors and Holocaust Survivors to check in, reassure them that help was available, and find out if they
had everything they needed. During these calls, they identified hundreds of additional seniors who
needed food. Thanks to incredibly generous Fundholders, combined with support from UJA's Annual
Campaign, the Bernard Betel Centre’s Kosher Meals on Wheels program, which provides meals to
our community’s vulnerable seniors, was able to double its capacity during the pandemic, and provide
approximately 2,400 meals each week to 700 seniors.
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“Through years of traveling, working with different
charities, and raising my children to love their Jewish
identities, I have come to appreciate the work that UJA
and the Jewish Foundation do for the Toronto Jewish
community. Hearing about the increased need for
Kosher Meals on Wheels during the pandemic, I knew
I had to help by donating to the Bernard Betel Centre
through my Fund. No one should have to worry about
where their next meal is coming from, especially seniors
and Holocaust survivors. My parents had big hearts and
I hope to pass that trait on to my own children. I always
tell them to be kind, generous, and a Jewish citizen of the
world by giving back as best they can.”
- FAITH GOLDMAN, FUNDHOLDER

E S TABLIS HED THE COMM U NIT Y RE SILIEN CE LOAN FU ND
The Community Resilience Loan Fund was established by some of our Fundholders to support Jewish
organizations struggling with cash shortages stemming from the pandemic. This interest-free loan provided
organizations with a safety net and gave them the lifeline needed to stay open after suffering massive
revenue losses.

“We are so fortunate that the Jewish Foundation
conceived such a brilliant plan, whereby we, who were
in a position to help, were able to do so by advancing
funds which were basically dormant. These funds are
now being repaid, and I am pleased to have been able to
assure the future of our community."
- WENDY SWITZER MYLES, FUNDHOLDER

SUPPORTED VACCINE TR ANS PORTATION

“The pandemic made it really hard for people to do
basic tasks, especially seniors with health challenges and
certain disabilities. When I learned that people were
able to make vaccine appointments but couldn’t get to
them, I was excited to be able to help. I think it’s a good
example of one person doing something small that can
have a much bigger impact on those who need a little
help from others. I was really happy to contribute and
have a positive impact on my community during such a
challenging time.”
- ETHAN SILVERBERG, GIVING FUND FUNDHOLDER

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

When a youth Giving Fund Fundholder heard that seniors and those with mobility issues
were struggling to get to their vaccination appointments due to a lack of transportation,
he immediately offered to help. Thanks to a donation from his Giving Fund at the Jewish
Foundation, UJA was able to ensure those who needed assistance getting to their vaccine
appointments could do so safely.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

1

The Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto experienced strong
results for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021.

$659.4M
ASSE TS UNDER
MANAGEMENT 2

16.7%

ASSE TS UNDER MANAGEMENT

126% increase
over 5 years

$ 659.4M
$ 4 89.8M
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$ 427.1M

INVESTMENT
RE TURN

$ 380.6M
$ 291.4M

$ 331.2M

$40.0M
GR ANT
DISTRIBUTIONS

$127.6M
CONTRIBUTIONS 4

2016

2017

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

G ROW TH SU MMARY 2020 –2021
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ASSETS UNDER MANAGEMENT

2018

2019

2020

(IN TH O U SA N DS)

JULY 1, 2020

$489,781
$127,601
($39,984)
$82,035

Contributions4
Grant Distributions
Investment Return
ASSETS UNDER MANAGEMENT 2

2021

JUNE 30, 2021

1

Preliminary unaudited figures.

2

Assets are comprised of $607.2 million in Jewish Foundation assets and $52.2 million in managed fund assets, which
are funds from other charitable organizations that are held and invested as part of the Jewish Foundation's portfolio.

3

The investment return reported is the return on the portfolio's pooled assets.

4

Contributions are comprised of $118.1 million to Jewish Foundation funds and $9.5 million to managed funds.

$659,433

INVE S TMENT MANAG EMENT & PHILOSOPHY
The Jewish Foundation carefully invests its pooled assets in accordance with an investment policy designed to
produce long-term returns commensurate with an appropriate level of risk. This approach balances the
need for stability in achieving the distribution objectives of the Foundation and generating sufficient return
in order to maintain its real purchasing power. The portfolio is structured to allow participation in rising
markets while minimizing losses during times of market distress.
The Foundation’s Investment Advisory Committee, with the assistance of its external consultant, Pavilion,
a Mercer Practice, meets regularly to review policies, set strategy, discuss performance and select investment
managers. The Investment Advisory Committee reports to the Foundation Trustees.

"The positive portfolio performance achieved this fiscal year is a reflection of the
Investment Advisory Committee's deliberate efforts to stay focused on the longterm while controlling and diversifying the portfolio's risk. As we look towards
the future, we will continue to seek out strategies that will allow the Jewish
Foundation's portfolio to thrive, thereby supporting our community’s wellbeing
for years to come. I am honoured to chair a committee of individuals who, like
myself, believe in the work that we do for the community and provide their
expertise and guidance so we can continue to enhance the quality of Jewish life
in Toronto."
- MARK CAPLAN, CHAIR, INVESTMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

16.7%

7.5%

8.8%

7.9%

1 YE AR

3 YE AR

5 YE AR

10 YE AR
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INVE S TMENT RE TURN: ANNUALIZED R ATES OF RE T URN
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GRANT DISTRIBUTIONS
The Jewish Foundation distributed more than $40 million to
over 580 organizations, projects, and programs locally,
in Israel and overseas.1

$13.5M

$14.0M

UJA CAMPAIGNS

OTHER JEWISH
ORGANIZATIONS

2

$40.0
MILLION

$6.0M

$6.5M

UJA AFFILIATED
AGENCIES

OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS

$187M DISTRIBUTED
OVER 5 YEARS

$ 42.2M

$ 4 0.0M

2020

2021

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

$ 37.4M
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$ 26.1M
$18.9M
2016
1

$ 22.5M
2017

2018

2019

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021. For a complete list of grant distributions please visit:
jewishfoundationtoronto.com/about-us/grant-distributions.

Comprised of $7.9 million to UJA's Annual Campaign and $5.6 million to UJA's Capital Campaign
and other UJA projects and initiatives.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT

ENSURING THE SAFE T Y
OF JE WIS H TORONTO BY
SUPPORTING UJA
COMM U NIT Y S ECURIT Y

HELPING ISOL ATED
S ENIORS FIND
COMFORT AND
COMPANY AT THE JCC

“The Farband of Lithuanian Jews is a mutual benefit society
that was established around 1910 by Jewish immigrants
from Vilna, Lithuania, and the surrounding region. It wasn’t
easy to start a new life in Canada, and our early mission
was to support and help settle our brethren who came from
the Vilna region. Over the years, our society expanded its
mandate as fewer immigrants came from Vilna, but our
mission still revolves around helping one another. Given
the recent surge of antisemitism in Toronto and around the
world, we felt it was important to support the expansion of
UJA’s Community Security through our Fund at the Jewish
Foundation. The partnership between UJA’s Community
Security and the Toronto and York Region Police has been
crucial in ensuring the continued security of the Jewish
community, and we know that our support will help keep
Toronto a safe place for Jews for generations to come.”

“Every year, our family looks to the Jewish Foundation
for guidance on where we can make a significant impact
in our community through our Fund. This year was no
different. With Ontario lockdown restrictions being
among the longest in the world, senior isolation and
mental health have been urgent priorities for our
community. We decided to support the work that the
Schwartz/Reisman Centre and the Prosserman JCC
have been doing, particularly with respect to helping
seniors. The JCCs have engaged isolated seniors by
providing them with opportunities to attend programs
and engage in informal online social activities. We are
so grateful to the Jewish Foundation for always sharing
their incredible expertise with us and supporting our family
as we make these important philanthropic decisions.”

- FARBAND OF LITHUANIAN JEWS IN TORONTO
AND ITS MASADA CHAPTER, FUNDHOLDER

- LONY AND RUTH GROPPER, FUNDHOLDERS

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Through the Jewish Foundation, our Fundholders can ensure their
dollars have a meaningful impact, address community challenges,
and help those in need.
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
The Jewish Foundation is always looking for ways to preserve and
strengthen Jewish life in Toronto, ensuring it helps maintain a strong
and dynamic Jewish community. With that in mind, the Foundation
is entrusted with three specialty Funds for high-priority community
campaigns: the Holocaust Survivors Support Fund, the Toronto
Holocaust Museum Fund, and the Generations Trust Scholarship Fund.
HOLO CAUS T SURVIVORS SUPPORT FU ND
Far too many Holocaust survivors continue to experience deprivation and poverty. There are an estimated
2,300 Holocaust survivors in the GTA today who struggle to afford basic necessities such as nutritious meals,
uncovered health and dental costs, personal care, and transportation. As they age, their health-related needs
only intensify, as does their debilitating isolation and the costs associated with caring for this population. The
Holocaust Survivors Support Fund, housed at the Jewish Foundation, seeks to raise the funds necessary to
allow Holocaust survivors to live the remainder of their lives in dignity and comfort.

YETTA AND SAM BROWN Z"L, MEL BROWN,
JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

GLENNIE MANDEL, AND MARILYN PACHT
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"Growing up, our parents Sam and Yetta Brown (z”l), who were
both Holocaust survivors, never really spoke to us about their
experiences during the Second World War. As we got older,
our father felt it was very important for us to know his survival
story, understand its significance, and why we must constantly
work to ensure that ‘never again’ actually means never again.
When we heard about the Holocaust Survivors Support Fund held
at the Jewish Foundation, we knew that we wanted to support this
important cause. There are so many survivors who are becoming
increasingly vulnerable, especially as they get older, and through
this Fund at the Jewish Foundation, we want to make sure that
survivors have the secure lives that they deserve and can live
out the rest of their lives in as much dignity as possible. Having
such a strong personal connection to the Holocaust, supporting
local survivors who have lived through some of history’s worst
atrocities is a critical priority for our family, and we hope to instill
these values in the next generation.”
- MEL BROWN, GLENNIE MANDEL, MARILYN PACHT

TORONTO HOLO C AUS T M US EU M FU ND
Passing on the memory of the Holocaust is a sacred responsibility of our community. It’s crucial not only for
our collective future as a civil society but also in our efforts to combat antisemitism and hate in all forms. This
is the mission of the renewed Toronto Holocaust Museum, scheduled to open in early 2023 in the Sheff Family
Building on the Sherman Campus. The renewed Museum will play a pivotal role in our efforts to preserve the
lessons and warnings of the Shoah and to ensure meaningful Holocaust education for future generations. The
Toronto Holocaust Museum Fund for this state-of-the-art facility is entrusted with the Jewish Foundation.

"The foundation of my family’s heritage is based on the fact that
all four of my grandparents survived the Holocaust and lost their
families. My parents, Malka and Harry, were both born in Post War
Europe and carried on the values, morals and memories of their
families when they immigrated to Toronto. It is an inherent obligation
to my sisters and myself to carry on and preserve our story and
maintain our identity as the descendants of Holocaust survivors.
The Toronto Holocaust Museum will encompass the living past and
will inspire and educate visitors of all backgrounds. The Museum
gives us the opportunity to share our history in a best-in-practice
and state-of-the-art facility. We hope that our leading gift will
encourage others to consider supporting this utmost necessity
in our community.”
- SHAEL ROSENBAUM, FUNDHOLDER, ON BEHALF OF HIS PARENTS,
HARRY AND MALKA ROSENBAUM AND HIS SISTERS, SHAYNA
THREE GENERATIONS OF THE ROSENBAUM

APPLEBY AND RENEE KAUFMAN

FAMILY

Created by a group of visionary
philanthropic leaders, UJA Federation's
Generations Trust Scholarship, housed at
the Jewish Foundation, offers day school
tuition relief for many families who would
otherwise not qualify for assistance. It
provides these families with the peace
of mind, knowing they can afford tuition
for the entire duration of the elementary
school experience. This bold new initiative
ensures that more members of our Jewish
community—now and in the future—will
benefit from a life-changing Jewish day
school education.

“We can attest to the power and strength of a Jewish day school
education, having seen first-hand how it strengthened the Jewish
identities and ties to Israel of our own children. That is why
supporting Generations Trust through our Fund at the Jewish
Foundation is about more than simply supporting families who
can’t afford Jewish day school tuition. It is about helping to foster
a meaningful connection to religion, culture, and Jewish identity in
the next generation. It is our honour and privilege to be a part of
this incredible and transformational initiative.”
- CAROL MITCHELL AND RICHARD VENN, FUNDHOLDERS

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

G ENER ATIONS TRUS T
SCHOL ARS HIP FU ND
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DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) offers cost effective, tax efficient, and
flexible ways to manage charitable giving. Whether establishing a
new Fund or transferring an existing private foundation to the Jewish
Foundation, there are many benefits to partnering with us.
PHIL ANTHROPY ACROSS G ENER ATIONS
The Jewish Foundation works with Fundholders to help encourage all
generations to get involved in their family’s philanthropic journey.

THREE GENERATIONS OF THE PAUL AND JUDITH BLOOM FAMILY

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

“We believe that to be a well-rounded person, one must give back to others. The true spirit of tzedakah is about giving
back—both with our time and financially. The power of giving back is a value we have instilled not only in our daughters,
Adina Bloom Somer and Sara Gottlieb, but in our grandchildren as well.
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Adina is the Chair of the youth Giving Fund Program at the Jewish Foundation and Sara is the Incoming Chair for
Women’s Philanthropy at UJA. Our grandchildren have their own youth Giving Funds—they are now the continuation
of a legacy of giving that has been integral in our family for generations and, we hope, will be the heart of our family
heritage for many generations to come!
We chose to house our family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto for a number of reasons, including
peace of mind knowing that its caretakers are dedicated volunteers and devoted professional staff. Truly a strong
Foundation for the future of our community, for so many families with a passion for Jewish continuity—including ours.”
- PAUL AND JUDITH BLOOM, FUNDHOLDERS

FOR A FULL LIST OF FUNDHOLDERS, PLEASE VISIT: JEWISHFOUNDATIONTORONTO.COM

"We have a responsibility to help build a safe, strong and
vibrant Jewish community. That’s why establishing our
Fund at the Jewish Foundation was an easy decision.
Through our Fund we can make a meaningful impact in
the community today and for the future. And for us, this
is just the beginning of our unfolding story, the story of
our family, and our community."
- JAY AND MARA KLEIN, FUNDHOLDERS

MARA AND JAY KLEIN WITH THEIR SON JAX

THREE GENERATIONS OF THE DIAMOND FAMILY

Opening a Donor Advised Fund at the Jewish Foundation was a "no-brainer", as it is an easy and safe way to plan and
support our family’s long-term charitable giving. Since the Funds are professionally managed, with excellent returns
and solid conservative money management, all you have to decide each year is where you want to donate and in what
amount. The Foundation team takes care of everything, which takes an enormous administrative load off us. And for
those who donate to UJA, having a Fund with the Jewish Foundation is very cost-effective since the Foundation does
not charge a fee for any fund supporting UJA. Moreover, if you would like to make a stock donation, (which is always a
good idea for stocks that have a low cost base) you can do so at the Foundation and then donate the funds over time.
Finally, when it comes to estate planning and thinking about your intergenerational transfer of funds, you can easily
transfer the responsibility to your children either while you are alive, or on your death, with guidelines and rules
attached. This way, you can ensure that philanthropy remains a family tradition for generations to come.”
- SHIRLEY AND EPH Z"L DIAMOND FAMILY, FUNDHOLDERS

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

“Altogether, we have five Donor Advised Funds established with the Jewish Foundation within the Diamond family.
We started off with one Fund for the entire family which was used to support UJA, as well as other Jewish and nonJewish charities. As our family grew, we added one Fund for each of the four families which comprise the second
generation, and now the younger generation is beginning to follow in our footsteps by setting up their own Funds.
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BENEFITS OF A
DONOR ADVISED FUND
Establishing a Donor Advised Fund at the Jewish Foundation
is easy and can be opened with a minimum of $10,000* from
cash, securities, or other assets.
BELOW ARE SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH US:
•

Confidentiality

•

Succession planning guidance

•

Ability to support charities in Canada and
abroad through Foundation partnerships

•

•

Ability to support any CRA registered charity

Community subject matter experts that can
bring Fundholders exclusive and impactful
projects and funding opportunities

•

Seamless set-up and reporting

•

Minimum grants of $100

•

Flexibility

•

•

Personalized approach to charitable giving

Offers a centralized resource
(a 'one-stop-shop') for year-end tax receipts

* Can be established with a minimum of $5,000 for those under 45 years of age.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

MERRICK Z"L, LYNDA, JEFFREY, AND CORINNE ENGEL
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"It has always been important to us to support the philanthropic causes we care about, which is why we started
our private family foundation many years ago. As time went on, we became worried about the future of our
private foundation and did not want to burden our children with the responsibilities and expenses of running it.
Learning about the Jewish Foundation came at the right time and was the perfect solution. The Foundation
offers low administrative fees, very good year-over-year investment returns, and is run by a team of first-rate
professionals. It was certainly an easy decision to transfer our private family foundation to them. We know that
our philanthropic interests and support, including the needs of the Jewish community, will live on through our
family’s Fund at the Jewish Foundation, without the administrative tasks of managing a private foundation."
- JEFFREY ENGEL, FUNDHOLDER WHO TRANSFERRED THEIR FAMILY FOUNDATION TO THE JEWISH FOUNDATION

THE GIVING FUND

ENGAGING
BUILDING
EMPOWERING

The Giving Fund Program is geared towards budding philanthropists
under the age of 25. Establishing a Giving Fund for as little as $500
in a child's honour is the perfect gift for any occasion, including Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs, milestones, graduations, birthdays, or the holidays. As the child
grows, so does their Giving Fund, ensuring a lifelong journey of tzedakah.
“I am honoured to chair the Giving Fund Program. Through the Giving Fund
initiative we are engaging youth in real-life decision making, building future
community leaders, and empowering them to give back. Both of my children
made the decision to open Giving Funds in honour of their Bar Mitzvahs, so I
know first-hand, that through these types of initiatives, we are teaching the
next generation about the importance of tzedakah and community.”
- ADINA BLOOM SOMER, CHAIR, THE GIVING FUND PROGRAM

CHASE FELDSTEIN

NANCY AND DR. ARTHUR AMEIS (STANDING), THEIR
DAUGHTER JENNIFER DAVIDSON, AND THREE

"Acts of kindness are our responsibility, and you should
do anything to make the world a better place. That's why
I wanted to give back and help the people around me.
My parents introduced me to the Giving Fund Program
when I started to think about what to do with a portion of
my Bar Mitzvah gifts. The staff at the Jewish Foundation
listened to the causes I was interested in and helped me
pick one that I could relate to. Knowing that I could help
others made my Bar Mitzvah even more special."
- CHASE FELDSTEIN, GIVING FUND FUNDHOLDER

"During one of our conversations with Jewish Foundation
professionals, we were told about the Giving Fund
Program. This led to our decision to create individual
funds for each of our grandchildren on their 13th
birthdays. By allowing each grandchild to be in charge of
their own Fund, we believe we have found a meaningful
way to acknowledge that they are well on their way to
becoming young adults!"
- NANCY AND DR. ARTHUR AMEIS, FUNDHOLDERS
AND PROUD GRANDPARENTS

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

GRANDCHILDREN BENJAMIN, ASHER AND JORDAN
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GIVING FUND PROGRAM, PLEASE VISIT: GIVINGFUND.CA

A PLANNED GIFT TODAY
SHAPES TOMORROW
A planned gift with the Jewish Foundation allows donors to leave
a lasting legacy and help build a stronger Jewish community for
generations to come. A planned gift is a charitable gift in the form of
life insurance, or a gift through a Will, that often has significant tax
benefits. Other giving vehicles can include Charitable Remainder
Trusts, and gifts of RRSPs and RRIFs.

PL ANNED GIVING HIG HLIG HTS
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747

$177.9M

NEW PL ANNED
GIF TS

T O TA L
PL ANNED GIF TS

E S T IM AT ED
VA L UE OF
PL ANNED GIF TS

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

WITH G R ATITU DE
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The Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto honours the memory of the following individuals who had the
vision and foresight to leave a planned gift.
Shmuel (George) Benedek z"l

Alfred Gaber z"l

Mollie Rothman z"l

Vivian Diana Campbell z"l

Helen Jarnicki z"l

Nancy Wilman Siller z"l

Diane Cristall z"l

Albert Krakauer z"l

Faina Sitzer z"l

Faye Fages z"l

Ruth Rayson z"l

Harry Strauss z"l

FOR A FULL LIST OF PLANNED GIVERS, PLEASE VISIT: JEWISHFOUNDATIONTORONTO.COM

BOOK OF LIFE
Established in 2003, the Book of Life is dedicated to recording
inspiring stories of donors who have left a legacy for the future
through the Jewish Foundation. The stories featured in the Book
reflect donors’ beliefs about tzedakah and the community. This
year, 10 new stories were added to the ever-growing Book of Life,
which now houses over 400 unique donor stories.
2021 HONOUREE S
We welcome the following individuals and families to the Book of Life:
Adina Bloom Somer and Jeff Somer

Jordan Novack and Jordana Kashin

George and Kay Goldlist and Family

John and Susie Rose

Karen Kaddish z”l

Brondell Shapiro

Mara and Jay Klein

Karen Simpson Radomski

Larry Mogelonsky and Maureen Wright

Aryella Weisz

- LORI ROSENTHAL, CHAIR, BOOK OF LIFE

TO READ THE STORIES THAT CONTINUE TO INSPIRE US, PLEASE VISIT: BOOKOFLIFE.CA

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

"For the last two decades, philanthropic leaders across our community have
shared their stories about family, Jewish values and charitable giving. While
each story is unique and inspiring, a common theme emphasized throughout
is the importance of togetherness and giving back to the community. This
year’s Book of Life stories are no different—honourees shared with us why
they support the Jewish community and discussed how their upbringings
and families inspired them to lead a life characterized by a commitment
to Jewish values and philanthropy. As we look and plan towards a strong
future for the next generation, it is important to hear the stories of past
leaders who have helped build our community into what it is today."
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ESTABLISHING
A UJA LEGACY GIFT
A UJA Legacy Gift at the Jewish Foundation is a permanent fund
or a future planned gift dedicated to ensuring that your gift to UJA's
Annual Campaign continues forever.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

“Growing up in Halifax’s small and committed Jewish
community, I learned early on that when the community
calls, you answer. I have carried this lesson throughout
my life, which is why after settling in Toronto, I became
increasingly involved with the Jewish Foundation as an
estate planner and eventually, as Chair of the Professional
Advisory Committee (2014-2015). It is essential to
nurture and support all aspects of Jewish life by giving to
Israel and to our community, living a life of Jewish traditions,
and always finding the time to give back—through
volunteering, philanthropy, and by sharing our expertise.
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I’ve reached a point in my life where, in addition to gifting
to the Annual Campaign, I am able to leave a gift in my
Will to the Jewish community. I know that this planned gift
to UJA’s Annual Campaign will help the community in
perpetuity, and transform lives for generations to come.
Through my UJA Legacy gift, I honour my parents, David
and Reni, and also create a meaningful legacy for my three
children, Ari, Noa, and Maytal.”
- JOEL CUPERFAIN, UJA LEGACY FUNDHOLDER

“If we had to use just one word to describe our most
important and shared value, it would be ‘family.’ And so,
after careful consideration and discussion, we felt it was
only fitting that we establish a joint family UJA Legacy
Fund at the Jewish Foundation. One of the main reasons
for our UJA Legacy gift is that we appreciate the scope of
UJA and all its affiliated agencies, both local and abroad.
Knowing that the reach is so broad ensures we are a part
of a greater group that can make a significant impact on
so many lives and communities. Our parents, Al and our
beloved late mother Faye z”l, instilled in us an emphasis
on both family togetherness and tikkun olam. Following
our parents’ wonderful example, we and our children are
individually involved in several charities, but even more
so, we are involved as an extended family.”
- AL MINTZ AND HIS CHILDREN: HARLEY MINTZ (AND
JUDY NYMAN), DON MINTZ (AND STACY TOBAN), RISA
MINTZ (AND GARY HIMEL), BONNIE JACKSON (AND
NICK JACKSON), AND STEVEN MINTZ (AND HEATHER
MINTZ), UJA LEGACY FUNDHOLDERS

$265.5M

601

UJA LEGACY GIF TS

UJA LEGACY GIF TS

LION OF JUDAH
ENDOWMENT
A woman’s Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE) is created to endow a
minimum annual gift of $5,000 to UJA's Annual Campaign. This is
accomplished by establishing an endowment fund or leaving a planned
gift with a minimum of $125,000. To date, close to 200 women in our
community have endowed their Lion of Judah gifts.
"The women who have endowed their Lion of Judah gifts
are true visionaries and leaders in our community. They are
ensuring their gift to UJA’s Annual Campaign will continue
to make a difference throughout their lifetime and for
generations to come. We are honoured to stand proudly with
all of these women."

“I have been engaged with Toronto’s Jewish community for
decades through volunteering and fundraising, and I have
seen what a blessing this community is and what can be
achieved when women come together for a good cause.
When I decided to endow my gift through the Jewish
Foundation, it was an easy decision. My Lion of Judah gift
is my family’s gift to the community as a way to ensure
its continuity. We all have a responsibility to make sure
our community’s future is secure for future generations.
This is my way of helping us to do that, just as my mother
did for the next generation, and whose Lion of Judah
endowment pin I now proudly wear."

"Ensuring the continuity of the Jewish people is of
paramount importance to me and my family. The role
that UJA plays, as a central body, is critical to ensuring
our community remains strong. Not only does UJA
address the community’s highest priority needs at any
given time, but it provides the ideal foundation for a
vibrant community for years to come. Through my
LOJE gift, I believe I am helping UJA and the Jewish
Foundation fulfill this mandate. I feel a sense of comfort
knowing my four children and their children will be set
up for the future, along with the rest of the community."
- SANDRA HERLICK, LOJE

- FRANCIE STORM, LOJE
FOR A FULL LIST OF WOMEN WHO HAVE ENDOWED THEIR LION OF JUDAH GIFT PLEASE VISIT:
JEWISHFOUNDATIONTORONTO.COM

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

- FELICIA POSLUNS & REESA SUD, LOJE CO-CHAIRS
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PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (PAC)
The Professional Advisory Committee (PAC) is comprised of lawyers,
accountants, wealth advisors, insurance and other professionals.
PAC works closely with the Jewish Foundation and demonstrates
the positive impact that advisors can have on their clients’ finances
and the community at large through charitable giving.

“It’s an honour and privilege to chair this committee that helps raise millions of
dollars in charitable gifts every year. These professional colleagues work with
the Jewish Foundation to make charitable giving easy, thoughtful, and creative
for clients and donors. As advisors, we help generous people achieve their
philanthropic goals in tax-efficient ways, and make an impact on the charitable
causes that matter most to them."
- MARK HALPERN, CHAIR, PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

S EMINARS & WEBINARS
Each year, the Jewish Foundation holds various educational seminars and
webinars covering current topics of interest and providing networking
opportunities for professional advisors.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

GIVING ADVICE NE WS LE T TER
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In an effort to provide advisors with up-to-date technical resources
to help them better understand the personal and financial benefits
of integrating philanthropy into their clients’ financial planning, PAC
distributes a bi-annual Giving Advice Newsletter, an electronic
newsletter written by advisors, for advisors.

PROFE SSIONAL ADVISORS AWARD OF
E XCELLEN CE RECIPIENT: ALI S PINNER
The Professional Advisors Award of Excellence honours professionals
who encourage their clients to consider charity as part of their estate
or financial planning process. They are the most ardent ambassadors
and champions of the Jewish Foundation and set a proud example for
other lawyers, accountants, and estate planners in our community.
Ali Spinner, Partner, Tax, Crowe Soberman LLP, is a champion of the
Jewish Foundation and this year's well deserving award recipient.
Ali Spinner is also the incoming PAC Chair.

REMEMBERING DAVID WM . BROWN Z " L

“Throughout his life, David was tremendously passionate about
philanthropy, and believed in the importance of investing in our
collective Jewish future for the next generation. He was a longstanding member of the Jewish Foundation’s Professional Advisory
Committee (PAC) and was deeply committed to furthering the Jewish
Foundation’s mission. He was instrumental in establishing numerous
charitable giving plans that have facilitated the donations of millions
of dollars to various organizations, both locally and internationally,
at hospitals, universities, arts and culture initiatives, and so much
more. His impact on Jewish Toronto through his work at UJA and
the Jewish Foundation will continue to transform countless lives
throughout the coming generations.”
- GOLDA BROWN, FUNDHOLDER

GOLDA BROWN, DAVID WM. BROWN Z"L (STANDING),
AL G. BROWN Z"L , AND SARAH BROWN (SITTING)

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

This past year, Toronto’s Jewish community lost David Wm. Brown z”l, a community leader, passionate
philanthropist, and longtime PAC member following in his father Al G. Brown's z"l footsteps. David
chaired PAC and was the winner of the PAC Award of Excellence in 2008, an award he shared with his
sister Golda Brown, who was also a committed PAC member for many years. He provided valuable advice
and support to Foundation professionals, facilitated many gifts to the Foundation and inspired other
professional advisors to do the same. Golda, and David’s daughter, Sarah, continue the family legacy of
community leadership and philanthropy. May his memory be for a blessing.
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JEWISH FUTURE PLEDGE
The Jewish Foundation and UJA Federation of Greater Toronto
are excited to partner with the Jewish Future Pledge, an
initiative that encourages forward-thinking philanthropy. The
Jewish Future Pledge is a commitment that upon passing, at
least half of the funds that an individual leaves to charity will be
earmarked to support Jewish causes and/or Israel. The Toronto
initiative, chaired by Warren and Debbie Kimel, will join a cohort
of 12 Federations across North America to encourage a culture
of legacy giving throughout the Jewish Diaspora.
"Our parents learned their Jewish values from their
parents and, in turn, passed them on to us through
the example of their daily life. Tzedakah, in particular,
was a core value, as we learned to take individual
responsibility for our giving while also appreciating
that giving collectively made for greater impact.
Our parents left an important legacy for our own
kids, grandkids and the community. By signing the
Jewish Future Pledge, we are making sure that their
lessons will continue to impact future generations for
decades to come."
- WARREN AND DEBBIE KIMEL,

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

TORONTO CHAIRS, JEWISH FUTURE PLEDGE
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"Jewish continuity is an important concern for us, and
we hope that by signing the Jewish Future Pledge, we
can contribute towards building a strong and vibrant
Jewish Toronto of tomorrow. It is our dream that our
future children and grandchildren will take pride
in continuing and nurturing our commitment to
the Jewish community and will remain strong in their
identities as Jews."
- JESSICA AND ROBBIE HANDELMAN, PLEDGERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE JEWISH FUTURE PLEDGE, PLEASE VISIT: JEWISHFUTUREPLEDGE.ORG/TORONTO/

LIFE & LEGACY®
The Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto has been selected to
partner with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation’s LIFE & LEGACY®
initiative to promote legacy giving. Through the program, participating
Toronto Jewish day schools are provided with training, support and
monetary incentives to integrate legacy giving into their philanthropic
culture in order to ensure vibrant Jewish life for future generations.
"My family and I have proudly made a legacy gift to support a Jewish
day school. While we will continue to support the school annually, legacy
giving means that we can help ensure that the day school will be funded
for generations to come. And to me, that is critical for a strong Jewish
community. I can think of no better way to ensure the future of our
community than to leave a gift in our Wills to a Jewish day school."
- LAURIE DAVIS, CHAIR, LIFE & LEGACY®

Associated Hebrew Schools of Toronto

Robbins Hebrew Academy

Bialik Hebrew Day School

TanenbaumCHAT

Bnei Akiva High Schools

The Joe Dwek Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School

Eitz Chaim Schools

The Leo Baeck Day School

Montessori Jewish Day School

The Toronto Heschel School

Netivot HaTorah Day School

Tiferes Bais Yaakov High School

Paul Penna Downtown Jewish Day School

Yeshiva Darchei Torah

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE LIFE & LEGACY INITIATIVE, PLEASE VISIT: LIFE-LEGACY.CA

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

WE ARE PROU D TO PARTNER WITH
14 JE WIS H DAY SCHO OL S IN THIS INITIATIVE:
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A GUIDE TO GIVING
There are many ways to make charitable giving easy and part of
a larger financial and tax planning strategy. Some allow for gifts to be
made today, while others help to plan for the future. Below are some
examples of ways to give.

GIF T OF CA S H
Gifts by cash, cheque or credit card are some of the simplest ways to give and are accompanied by a charitable
tax receipt to reduce the total tax payable in the year.

GIF T IN A WILL
A gift in your Will may indicate a specific donation amount, a residual percentage of your estate, or specific
assets, such as publicly traded securities. These gifts qualify for a charitable tax receipt to reduce taxes payable
by your estate in the year of death.

GIF T OF A LIFE INSUR AN CE POLIC Y
Gift of a New or Existing Policy: Designate the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto as owner and
beneficiary of a new policy, or transfer ownership of an existing policy and receive charitable tax receipts for
the ongoing premium payments. Receive a charitable tax receipt for the fair market value of an existing policy.
Beneficiary Gift: Designate the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto as beneficiary of the life insurance
policy. Your estate will receive a charitable tax receipt at the time the benefit is paid out.

RRS Ps , RRIFs, AND TFSA s

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

Designate the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto as beneficiary of your RRSP, RRIF or TFSA. Your estate
will receive a charitable tax receipt to reduce taxes payable upon death.
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FLOW-THROUG H S HARE S
This three-step process begins with the purchase of “flow-through shares”. You then donate these shares to
the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto, which sells the shares to a pre-arranged buyer. Working with your
financial advisor, this methodology can significantly reduce the after-tax cost of giving via tax deductions and/or
tax credits, making your charitable dollars go further.

PU BLICLY TR ADED S ECURITIE S
Transfer in-kind to the Jewish Foundation of Greater of Toronto publicly traded securities or employee stock
options which have significantly increased in value. This includes mutual funds, segregated funds and securities
that are traded on a designated exchange. Receive a tax receipt based on the fair market value of the shares
received and eliminate paying capital gains tax.
Donations can be made by individuals or Canadian Controlled Private Corporations (CCPCs). When donated
by a CCPC, the tax-free capital gain is added to the CCPC’s capital dividend account, potentially allowing for a
tax-free capital dividend to be paid to shareholder(s) in the future.

PRIVATE COMPANY S HARE S
Transfer in-kind private company shares to the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto at which point the shares
would undergo a fair market valuation and be redeemed for cash. The donor receives a tax receipt based on the
fair market value of the shares, and pays capital gains tax on any gain instead of potential deemed dividend tax,
which is at a lower rate.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WAYS TO GIVE AND THE VARIOUS TYPES OF FUNDS AVAILABLE AT THE JEWISH
FOUNDATION, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR AND THE JEWISH FOUNDATION: 416.631.5703 |
JEWISHFOUNDATION@UJAFED.ORG

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Donating the shares during the life of the taxpayer will avoid tax on death, probate fees, and any further estate
planning requirements with respect to the shares since the shares will not form part of the estate. If the donor
is a CCPC, the tax-free portion of the capital gain (50%) is added to the corporation’s capital dividend account,
potentially allowing for a tax-free capital dividend to be paid out in the future.
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THANK YOU
TO OUR LEADERSHIP
The Jewish Foundation thanks its Trustees and volunteers whose
time, dedication, and expertise assists us with our mission of helping
to secure the future of our community.

FOU NDATION TRUS TEE S
Keith Ray, Chair

Linda Frum

Melissa Muskat

Leonard Abramsky, Vice Chair

Joan Garson

Craig Rimer

Amy Baryshnik

Jordan Gnat

Ariella Rohringer

Stephen Bloom

Daniel Goodman

Shael Rosenbaum

Lindsay Brand

Mark Grammer

Anthony Sigel

Mark Caplan

Mark Halpern

Leah Silber

Joel Cuperfain

Robbie Handelman

Fern Simpson-Reich

Jessica Davis

Jay Klein

Ali Spinner

Richard Diamond

David Matlow

Mona Taylor

Jack Frieberg

Harley Mintz

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

INVE S TMENT ADVISORY COMMIT TEE
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Mark Caplan, Chair

Ira Gluskin

Keith Ray, Ex Officio

Leonard Abramsky

Mark Grammer

Stacy Rosen

Diana Avigdor

David Posluns

Michael Sacke

JE WIS H FUTURE PLED G E COMMIT TEE
Warren Kimel, Chair

Daniel Goldgut

Robyn Naiberg

Debbie Kimel, Chair

Michael Kalles

Keith Ray, Ex Officio

Dennis Bennie

Joanna Lindenberg

Jack Frieberg

Karen Morton

PROFE SSIONAL ADVISORY COMMIT TEE
Mark Halpern, Chair

Ashley Doidge

Norman Levine

Ali Spinner, Vice Chair

Paul Engel

Stephen Altbaum

Jessica Feldman Chittley

Jonah Mayles, Editor,
Giving Advice Newsletter

Eric Benchetrit

Matthew Getzler

Larry Berdugo

Daniel Glazerman

Mark Biderman

Michael Goldberg

Rachel Blumenfeld

Jamie Golombek, Chair,
Seminar Subcommittee

Jeffrey Brown
Sarah Brown
Jordan Caplan
Brian Cohen
Joel Cuperfain
Jessica Davis

Jordan Novack
Marni Pernica
Saul Plener
Meir Rotenberg

Robbie Handelman

Andrew Shalit

Eric Hoffstein

Brittany Sud

Raquel Kaplan Goldberg

Robin Turack

Robert Kepes

David Weinberg

Eli Leibowitz

Lorne Wolfson

Mark Levine

LION OF JU DAH END OWMENT (LOJE)

BOOK OF LIFE

Co-Chairs
Felicia Posluns
Reesa Sud

Lori Rosenthal, Chair

Incoming Co-Chairs
Judy Bronfman Bernick
Aryella Weisz

GIVING FU ND

LIFE & LEGAC Y ®

Adina Bloom Somer, Chair

Laurie Davis, Chair

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

David Wm. Brown z"l

Israel Mida
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THANK YOU TO OUR
PARTNERS
The Jewish Foundation thanks its strategic partners whose
generous financial support assists us with our mission.

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO

WE THANK OUR S TR ATEGIC PARTNERS
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CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON WHAT WE CAN DO TOGETHER.
416.631.5703 | jewishfoundation@ujafed.org
jewishfoundationtoronto.com

JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER TORONTO
Sherman Campus | 4600 Bathurst St | Toronto, ON | M2R 3V2
416.631.5703 | jewishfoundation@ujafed.org
jewishfoundationtoronto.com

