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Voice

• rhythm and cadence

• vocabulary

• intonation and emphasis



Content

• early life/childhood before the war

• descriptions of the community they grew up in

• experiences during the Holocaust

• life immediately after liberation

• immigration and rebuilding life in a new country



Sample from Backgrounder Form

Survivor’s Name:  ______________________________________________

Name at birth:  _________________________________________________

Other names during the war: ______________________________________

Date of birth:  ___________________________________________________

Place of birth:  __________________________________________________

Place(s) grew up:  _______________________________________________



Arolsen Archives



From Memories in Focus by Pinchas Gutter (©Azrieli
Foundation, 2018).
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From A Lasting Legacy by Johnny Jablon (©Azrieli Foundation, 2018).



(©Azrieli Foundation, 2018)



Names of Nazi Camps 

Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazis established 
about 20,000 prison camps. 

These are often generalized and referred to as 
concentration camps, but the types of camp 
differed and often had a variety of functions. 

There were also transit camps, forced labour
camps, prisoner-of-war camps and death camps.  
Many survivors were in many different camps over 
the course of the war. Try to verify the names and 
types of camps your parent was in.



USHMM

• The first two volumes are free to download here: 
https://www.ushmm.org/research/publications/encyclopedia-camps-ghettos

Volume 1: Volume I: Early Camps, Youth Camps, and Concentration Camps and Subcamps under the 
SS-Business Administration Main Office
“This volume contains entries on 110 early camps, 23 main SS concentration camps (including 
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, and Dachau), 898 subcamps, 39 SS construction brigade camps, and three so-
called youth protection camps”

Volume II: Ghettos in German-Occupied Eastern Europe
“This volume provides a comprehensive account of how the Nazis conducted the Holocaust throughout 
the scattered towns and villages of Poland and the Soviet Union. It covers more than 1,150 sites. 
Regional essays outline the patterns of ghettoization in 19 German administrative regions. Each entry 
discusses key events in the history of the ghetto; living and working conditions; activities of the Jewish 
Councils; Jewish responses to persecution; demographic changes; and details of the ghetto's liquidation. 
Personal testimonies help convey the character of each ghetto, while source citations provide a guide to 
additional information. Documentation of hundreds of smaller sites—previously unknown or 
overlooked in the historiography of the Holocaust—make this an indispensable reference work on the 
destroyed Jewish communities of Eastern Europe.”

For Volume III, which covers regions and regimes aligned with Nazi Germany, you’ll be able to check the 
index of place names, and the table of contents.

https://www.ushmm.org/research/publications/encyclopedia-camps-ghettos


Photo by Marian Domanski, author of Fleeing from the 
Hunter (©Azrieli Foundation, 2010).



Courtesy of Marian Domanski, 1993. (©Azrieli Foundation)
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On Geography

It is possible to:

Have been born in Austria-Hungary,

Have been married in Czechoslovakia,

Have given birth in Hungary,

Have lived with your family in the Soviet Union,

Reside currently in Ukraine…

And never have left the city of Mukacheve.

From the dissertation Munkács: A Jewish World That Was by Anna Berger (2009)
[From Dorota Glowacka’s introduction to Helena Jockel’s We Sang in Hushed
Voices (Azrieli Foundation, 2014).]



Variant Spellings

• Mukačevo (Czechoslovak)

• Munkatsh (Yiddish)

• Munkács (Hungarian) 

• Mukachevo/Mukacheve Ukrainian.

• Semyatitch, Semiatych, Semiatich (Yiddish)

• Siemiatycze (Polish)



Narrative Structure

• Make a timeline

• Mark anything that seems out of place 
chronologically 

• Mark anything that needs fact-checking

• Mark anything that is not clear or is missing 



The timeline can help to: 
• find gaps in the narrative
• identify events that may need to be fact-checked and 

compared against events in the story

Problems with the chronology may be solved by
• researching dates of historically documented events
• asking family members for further details
• reorganizing the narrative to fit dates that can be verified

Narrative Structure 



Acknowledging the Gaps

Breaks in the narrative or chronology:

• Can you fill in the gap with your research?

• Can you find a testimony or another type of text 
from someone else who was there?

• Acknowledge your sources as well as the silences

• Acknowledge what you do not know


