
NATIONAL
HOUSEHOLD

SURVEY

PART 7
THE JEWISH POPULATION

OF YORK REGION

THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY
OF TORONTO

BY CHARLES SHAHAR
& SANDI PELLY

APRIL 2015



 



 

 

 

 

 

2011 National Household Survey Analysis 
The Jewish Community of Toronto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 7 
The Jewish Population of York Region 

 
 

 

 

 
By 

Charles Shahar 
& 

Sandi Pelly  



 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
 

Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA would like to thank Marc Pagé of Statistics Canada for his 

expertise and meticulous attention to detail. Without his assistance this report would not be 

possible. 

 

The researchers would like to express appreciation to Daniel Held for contributing his 

knowledge and insights about the Toronto Jewish community, and to Howard Driman for his 

careful review of this document. 

 

Finally, a special acknowledgment is extended to Duy Bach Nguyen for his diligent work in the 

extraction and verification of statistical data. 

 

All data in this report are adapted from: 

Statistics Canada, special order tabulations for Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA and  

UJA Federation of Greater Toronto, CO-1583.

 ii 



Highlights 

 
• The Jewish population of York Region numbers 70,270 individuals. The Jews of York 

Region constitute more than a third (37.2%) of the total Jewish population within the Toronto 

Census Metropolitan Area (188,715). 

 

• Almost half (44.9%) of the Jewish population of York Region lives in Southern Vaughan, 

comprising 31,555 individuals. About one in five Jews in York Region (19.2%) reside in 

Central Vaughan, comprising 13,495 persons. 

 

• Richmond Hill comprises 16.7% of York Region's Jewish population, or 11,735 individuals. 

Markham includes 11.3% of the Jews in York Region, or 7,960 individuals. 

 

• The area with by far the highest Jewish population density in York Region is Southern 

Vaughan, with Jews comprising almost half (46.6%) of its total residents. In fact, Southern 

Vaughan has the third highest Jewish population density in Canada. 

 

• The Jewish population in Southern Vaughan decreased by 1.4% between 2001 and 2011, a 

loss of 450 people. It appears that the Jewish population of Southern Vaughan has reached a 

"saturation point", and has begun to decline in numbers. 

 

• The area showing the largest relative gain of Jews in York Region is Central Vaughan. The 

Jewish population here increased by 614% in the last decade, a gain of 11,605 individuals. 

 

• The area that has shown the largest Jewish population decline in York Region is Markham, 

diminishing by 30.4% between 2001 and 2011, a loss of 3,470 people. 

 

• The age distribution of the Jewish population in Southern Vaughan peaks in the 15-24 and 

45-54 cohorts. This suggests that there is a significant proportion of middle-aged parents with 

teens or young adults living at home.  
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• The Jewish population of Central Vaughan is dominated by younger families, with children 

under 15 years, and parents between 25 and 44 years. The number of Jewish children here 

has increased dramatically from 575 to 4,285 between 2001 and 2011. 

 

• The Jewish populations with the youngest median ages include those in Central Vaughan 

(31.3 years) and Northern Vaughan (32.5 years). In fact, these two areas have the lowest 

median ages for Jews of any area in greater Toronto. At the other end of the distribution, 

Markham has the oldest median age for Jews (52.9 years) of any area in York Region. 

 

• The area with the highest median income for Jewish households is Markham ($103,082), 

followed by Central Vaughan ($101,291). The lowest median incomes are registered by 

Jewish households in Aurora ($85,170) and Southern Vaughan ($87,831). 

 

• The median income for Jewish households in York Region ($95,119) is significantly higher 

than the median income for Jewish households in the City of Toronto ($82,002) and the 

Toronto CMA ($87,383). However, the median income of Jewish households in York Region 

has decreased by $11,820 between 2001 and 2011. 

 

• The largest percentage of unemployed Jews is found in Markham (6.1%), followed by 

Southern Vaughan (5.2%). In absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the largest 

number of unemployed (1,340). 

 

• The largest percentage of inactive individuals (those not in the labour force: including 

students, homemakers or pensioners) is found in Southern Vaughan (33.7%). In fact, a third 

of all Jewish adults in this area are inactive, representing 8,680 individuals. 

 

• In terms of individuals relying on social welfare or disability payments, the highest 

percentages are found in Northern and Central Vaughan (14.6% and 11% respectively). 

However, in absolute terms, the largest number is found in Southern Vaughan (2,085), and 

there is also a significant representation in Central Vaughan (945). 
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• The highest median worth of dwellings owned by Jews is found in Northern Vaughan 

($699,465), followed by Central Vaughan ($648,886), Richmond Hill ($599,018), Southern 

Vaughan ($580,856), and Markham ($580,102). The lowest dwelling values among Jewish 

households are found in Aurora ($450,162) and Newmarket ($400,857). 

 

• There is a large number of Jewish poor residing in Southern Vaughan (3,615). There are also 

noteworthy contingents of Jewish poor in Central Vaughan (1,705) and Richmond Hill 

(1,140). York Region has about a third (33%) of all the Jewish poor living in Greater 

Toronto. It has only about half as many Jewish poor as does the City of Toronto.  

 

• In the case of Southern Vaughan, poverty levels have been increasing steadily, both in term 

of percentages and absolute numbers. In Central Vaughan, the number of Jewish poor 

increased dramatically from 160 to 1,705 between 2001 and 2011. 

 

• In Southern Vaughan, there is a significant number of individuals living in poor Jewish 

families (1,525). There are also significant numbers of poor Jewish children (600) and poor 

individuals living in lone parent families (630). In terms of Central Vaughan, there is a 

significant number of Jews living in poor families (1,095), as well as a noteworthy number of 

poor Jewish children (420). 

 

• Richmond Hill has the largest number of Jews living in intermarried households (1,460). 

Relatively large numbers of intermarried are also found in Central Vaughan (1,275) and 

Southern Vaughan (995). 

 

• There are 20,060 Jews of Core FSU extraction living in York Region (the term “Core” is 

defined in the text). They represent 55.7% of the total 35,995 Core FSU Jews living in the 

Toronto CMA. 
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• The largest relative percentage of Core FSU Jews is registered in Northern Vaughan, where 

almost half (47.4%) of the Jewish population is of FSU extraction. Central Vaughan also has 

a significant proportion of Core FSU Jews (41.8%).  

 

• In absolute terms, the largest number of Core FSU Jews is located in Southern Vaughan 

(7,620), followed by Central Vaughan (5,640) and Richmond Hill (4,035).   

 

• The largest representation of Israelis is located in Southern Vaughan (3,870), followed by 

Central Vaughan (2,520) and Richmond Hill (1,165). 

 

• There are more Israelis residing in York Region (9,030) than in the City of Toronto (8,180). 

About half (50.8%) of 17,770 Israelis residing in the Toronto CMA live in York Region. 
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2011 National Household Survey Analysis  
Part 7: The Jewish Population of York Region 

 
 
This report presents a comprehensive 

analysis of the Jewish population in the 

Regional Municipality of York (or York 

Region) based on the 2011 National 

Household Survey (NHS). It is the seventh 

part of a series of profiles outlining the 

demographic characteristics of Jews living 

in the Greater Toronto Area. 

 

The Jews of York Region represent a sizable 

proportion of the Jewish community 

residing within the Toronto Census 

Metropolitan Area (CMA). York Region has 

seen significant growth in the size of its 

Jewish population in the last three decades. 

The Jewish community here is vibrant and 

thriving, vitalized by a large immigrant 

population, and younger Jewish couples who 

have decided to raise their families in this 

milieu because of high housing costs in 

Toronto, services available and an 

abundance of young families.  

 

However, not all Jewish populations within 

the various areas of York Region have 

grown with the same vigour. For instance, 

certain districts of Vaughan have seen 

significant increases in their Jewish 

population in the last decade, whereas other 

areas in this municipality have shown little 

gains in their numbers of Jews. The Jewish 

community of Markham has experienced a 

striking decline in its Jewish population, 

whereas the community of Richmond Hill 

has shown only a moderate increase in the 

last 10 years.  

 

The current analysis will attempt to shed 

further light on such changing demographic 

trends, as well as provide an in-depth 

investigation of the composition of York 

Region's Jewish community. It is hoped that 

it will serve as an informative tool for use by 

community planners and service-providers 

alike. 

 

The topics covered in this presentation 

include basic population and age 

breakdowns, historical perspectives, 

economic and family data, intermarriage 

statistics, as well as immigration and 

language breakdowns, all in the context of 

the York Region Jewish population. 
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Table 1A 
Jewish Population Distribution 

York Region 
 

 Jewish 
Population 

% of Total 
Jewish 

Population in 
York Region 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 44.9 

Central Vaughan 13,495 19.2 

Northern Vaughan 1,655 2.4 

Western Vaughan 435 0.6 

(Total Vaughan) (47,140) (67.1) 

Aurora 1,335 1.9 

Richmond Hill 11,735 16.7 

Markham 7,960 11.3 

King 270 0.4 

Newmarket 1,010 1.4 

Rest of York Region 820 1.2 

Total York Region 70,270 100.0 
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All of the statistical tables presented in this 

report will include a breakdown across 

specific municipalities located within York 

Region. The city of Vaughan is divided into 

four major areas: Southern, Central, 

Northern and Western Vaughan. The street 

boundaries that define these areas are the 

following (see also Appendix 4):  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the geographic units contained in 

each table include the municipalities of 

Aurora, Richmond Hill, Markham, King and 

Newmarket. Also presented is a general area 

called "Rest of York Region", which 

includes the towns of East Gwillimbury, 

Georgina, and Whitchurch–Stouffville.  

 

Each table will also include statistics for the 

entire York Region Jewish population. For 

the purpose of comparison, figures for the 

City of Toronto, and for the total Toronto 

Census Metropolitan Area, will be presented 

as well. 

 

A number of important appendices are 

included at the back of this report. Appendix 

1 is a discussion of methodological 

considerations related to the National 

Household Survey, and their implications 

for interpreting the data presented in this 

study.  

 

A detailed explanation of the definition used 

to identify Jewishness in this report is 

presented in Appendix 2. A description of 

changes to the Jewish definition is also 

discussed here. 

 

Appendix 3 is a description of the “Low 

Income Cut-Offs” formulated by Statistics 

Canada, and how they were used to define 

poverty. Issues related to difficulties in 

defining economic disadvantage are  

discussed in this appendix as well.  

 

Southern Vaughan 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Yonge Street 
Northern Boundary: Highway 7 
Southern Boundary:  Steeles Avenue  
  
Central Vaughan 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: Major Mackenzie 
Southern Boundary: Highway 7 
  
Northern Vaughan 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: King / Vaughan 
Road Southern Boundary: Major 
Mackenzie 
  
Western Vaughan 
The rest of the west from Highway 400 
westward 
 

3 
 



   
 
 
 

Table 1B 
Jewish Population Densities 

York Region 
 

 Total 
Population 

Non-Jewish 
Population 

Jewish 
Population 

% Jewish 

Southern Vaughan 67,710 36,155 31,555 46.6 

Central Vaughan 59,780 46,285 13,495 22.6 

Northern Vaughan 41,630 39,975 1,655 4.0 

Western Vaughan 117,190 116,755 435 0.4 

(Total Vaughan) (286,300) (239,165) (47,135) (16.5) 

Aurora 52,385 51,050 1,335 2.5 

Richmond Hill  184,370 172,635 11,735 6.4 

Markham 300,135 292,175 7,960 2.7 

King 19,755 19,485 270 1.4 

Newmarket 78,920 77,910 1,010 1.3 

Rest of York Region 102,355 101,535 820 0.8 

Total York Region 1,024,220 953,955 70,265 6.9 
     

City of Toronto 2,576,025 2,464,960 111,065 4.3 

Total Toronto CMA 5,521,235 5,332,520 188,715 3.4 
 

4 
 



Appendix 4 is a description of the 

geographic boundaries that make up the four 

areas of Southern, Central, Northern and 

Western Vaughan. A map showing these 

areas is also included in this appendix. 

Finally, Appendix 5 presents additional data 

tables relevant to this report.  

 

The reader should note that any minor 

discrepancies found when totalling columns 

or rows in the tables are due to random 

rounding of data. Such rounding up or down 

is built into the Statistics Canada processing 

and cannot be avoided. These rounding 

errors are minor, with minimal impact on the 

overall interpretation and reliability of the 

data. 

 

Basic Population Distributions 
 

According to Table 1A, the total Jewish 

population of York Region is 70,270. The 

Jews of York Region constitute more than a 

third (37.2%) of the total Jewish population 

within the Toronto Census Metropolitan 

Area (188,715). 

 

Almost half (44.9%) of the Jews in York 

Region live in Southern Vaughan, 

comprising 31,555 individuals. About one in 

five Jews in York Region (19.2%) live in 

Central Vaughan, comprising 13,495 

persons. The Jewish populations of Northern 

and Western Vaughan have much smaller 

representations of Jews (1,655 and 435 

respectively). 

 

Richmond Hill comprises 16.7% of York 

Region's Jewish population, or 11,735 

individuals. Markham includes 11.3% of the 

Jews living in York Region, or 7,960 

individuals. 

 

All the other areas described in Table 1A 

have fairly small numbers of Jews. For 

instance, Aurora has a Jewish population of 

1,335 individuals, Newmarket has 1,010 and 

King has 270. The "Rest of York Region" 

has 820 Jews. 

 

Table 1B shows the distribution of Jewish, 

non-Jewish, and total populations in various 

areas of York Region. It also shows Jewish 

population density, which is defined in this 

report as the percentage of Jews relative to 

the total residents in a given area. 

 

The area with by far the highest Jewish 

population density in York Region is 

Southern Vaughan, with Jews comprising 

almost half (46.6%) of its total residents. In  
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Table 2A 

Historical Summary 
Jewish Population of York Region 

 

 2011     
Population 

2011-2001      
% Difference 

2001     
Population 

2001-1991      
% Difference 

1991     
Population 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 -1.4 32,005 +53.0 20,920 

Central Vaughan 13,495 +614.0 1,890 +3,336.4 55 

Northern Vaughan 1,655 +379.7 345 +137.9 145 

Western Vaughan 435 +117.5 200 +17.6 170 

(Total Vaughan) (47,135) (+36.9) (34,435) (+61.7) (21,290) 

Aurora 1,335 +8.1 1,235 +171.4 455 

Richmond Hill  11,735 +6.2 11,050 +37.2 8,055 

Markham 7,960 -30.4 11,430 -12.7 13,090 

King 270 +8.0 250 +51.5 165 

Newmarket 1,010 +37.4 735 +79.3 410 

Rest of York Region 820 +51.9 540 +66.2 325 

Total York Region 70,265 +17.7 59,680 +34.2 44,485 
      

City of Toronto 111,065 -3.4 114,965 +0.6 114,260 

Total Toronto CMA 188,715 +4.4 180,710 +10.5 163,470 
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fact, examining the distribution of 

population densities across Canada, it is 

apparent that Southern Vaughan has the  

third highest Jewish population density in 

the country, only behind the municipalities 

of Hampstead (75.2%) and Cote St. Luc 

(62.1%) in Montreal.  

 

Central Vaughan also has a relatively high 

density of Jews (22.6%). In all the other 

areas of York Region, the Jewish population 

comprises less than 10% of the total. For 

instance, Jews comprise relatively small 

minorities in Richmond Hill (6.4%) and 

Northern Vaughan (4%). They register even 

lower densities in Markham (2.7%), Aurora 

(2.5%), King (1.4%), Newmarket (1.3%) 

and Western Vaughan (0.4%).  

 

The Jewish population density is 16.5% for 

the entire municipality of Vaughan, and 

6.9% for York Region. In comparison, it is 

4.3% for the City of Toronto, and 3.4% for 

the Toronto metropolitan area.  

 

An Historical Perspective  
 

The Jewish population of York Region 

experienced remarkable growth throughout 

the 1970s and 1980s. In 1971, there were 

1,485 Jews in York Region. The Jewish 

population here reached 11,890 individuals 

in 1981, an increase of 700.7%. In 1991, the 

Jewish community numbered 44,485 in 

York Region, an increase of 274.1% in the 

intervening decade. 

 

Table 2A examines Jewish population 

distributions for the last two decades (from 

1991 to 2011), for areas within York 

Region. It is important to investigate such 

historical trends, not only to develop an 

understanding of the evolution of Jewish 

populations in this region over time, but also 

to get a sense of their demographic outlook 

in the coming years.  

 

In general terms, of the ten York Region 

areas examined in this table, eight have 

shown gains, and two have shown Jewish 

population losses in the last decade. The 

area that has shown the largest decline is 

Markham. The Jewish population here 

diminished by 30.4% between 2001 and 

2011. This follows a loss of 12.7% between 

1991 and 2001. In short, the Jewish 

population here has declined significantly in 

the last 20 years. 

 

The only other area to show a loss (albeit a 

small one) was Southern Vaughan. The  
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Table 2B 
Gains and Losses Between 2001 & 2011 

Jewish Population of York Region 
 

 2011-2001    
# Difference 

2011     
Population 

2001     
Population 

Central Vaughan +11,605 13,495 1,890 

Northern Vaughan +1,310 1,655 345 

Richmond Hill +685 11,735 11,050 

Rest of York Region +280 820 540 

Newmarket +275 1,010 735 

Western Vaughan +235 435 200 

Aurora +100 1,335 1,235 

King +20 270 250 

Southern Vaughan -450 31,555 32,005 

Markham -3,470 7,960 11,430 

(Total Vaughan) (+12,700) (47,135) (34,435) 

Total York Region +10,585 70,265 59,680 
    

City of Toronto -3,900 111,065 114,965 

Total Toronto CMA +8,005 188,715 180,710 
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population here decreased by 1.4% between 

2001 and 2011. In the previous decade 

(1991-2001), the number of Jews in this area 

increased by 53%, after registering 

remarkable gains throughout the 1980s. In 

short, it appears that the Jewish population 

of Southern Vaughan has reached a 

"saturation point", and has begun to decline 

in numbers. It is difficult to say whether this 

trend will continue in the current decade. 

 

The area showing the largest relative gain in 

York Region is Central Vaughan. The 

Jewish population here increased by 614% 

in the last decade. Between 1991 and 2001 

the Jewish population of Central Vaughan 

showed a striking gain as well. Of all the 

areas in York Region, the statistical trends  

suggest that the Jewish population in Central 

Vaughan has the strongest momentum for 

growth. 

 

There have been significant relative gains in 

Northern and Western Vaughan (379.7% 

and 117.5% respectively), although in 

absolute terms, the gain in Western Vaughan 

has not been remarkable, amounting to only 

235 individuals.  

 

The size of the Jewish population in 

Richmond Hill grew by only 6.2% between 

2001 and 2011, after increasing by 37.2% 

between 1991 and 2001. There seems to be 

continued momentum for growth for the 

Richmond Hill Jewish community, albeit not 

as remarkable in vigour as that of Central 

Vaughan. 

 

The municipality of Newmarket has seen a 

gain of 37.4% in the size of its Jewish 

population between 2001 and 2011. 

However, in absolute terms, this gain has 

represented only 275 individuals.  

 

The Jewish communities of Aurora and 

King have both seen relative growths in the 

size of their Jewish populations (8.1% and 

8% respectively); but in absolute terms, 

these increases have only been minor (100 

and 20 individuals respectively). In fact, 

given the small numbers involved, it is 

difficult to say to what extent sampling 

errors impacted on these figures.  

 

The Jewish population of York Region has 

increased by 17.7% in the last decade, with 

most of the growth transpiring in Central 

Vaughan. This growth in the number of 

York Region Jews has been significantly 

more robust than that for the entire Toronto 

CMA (+4.4%). The Jewish population of the  
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Table 3A 

Age Breakdowns 
Jewish Population of York Region 

(Column %) 
 

 
Total 0-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 

# % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,560 44.9 5,765 40.2 5,685 52.7 5,430 34.2 10,335 48.2 4,345 55.7 

Central Vaughan 13,490 19.2 4,285 29.9 1,460 13.5 4,500 28.3 2,770 12.9 475 6.1 

Northern Vaughan 1,660 2.4 360 2.5 260 2.4 580 3.6 400 1.9 60 0.8 

Western Vaughan 440 0.6 95 0.7 40 0.4 135 0.8 130 0.6 40 0.5 

(Total Vaughan) (47,150) (67.1) (10,505) (73.3) (7,445) (69.0) (10,645) (67.0) (13,635) (63.7) (4,920) (63.1) 

Aurora 1,335 1.9 285 2.0 245 2.3 295 1.9 445 2.1 65 0.8 

Richmond Hill 11,735 16.7 2,410 16.8 1,560 14.5 3,020 19.0 3,520 16.4 1,225 15.7 

Markham 7,965 11.3 715 5.0 1,160 10.8 1,430 9.0 3,205 15.0 1,455 18.7 

King 220 0.3 0 0.0 105 1.0 0 0.0 115 0.5 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,005 1.4 225 1.6 180 1.7 290 1.8 255 1.2 55 0.7 

Rest of York Region 825 1.2 195 1.4 90 0.8 215 1.4 245 1.1 80 1.0 

Total York Region 70,235 100.0 14,335 100.0 10,785 100.0 15,895 100.0 21,420 100.0 7,800 100.0 
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City of Toronto has declined by 3.4% in the 

last decade.  

 

Table 2B is a summary of Jewish population 

gains and losses across various areas within 

York Region between 2001 and 2011. This 

table is rank ordered by descending values. 

It can be seen that Central Vaughan had an 

increase of almost nine times as many 

individuals as the Jewish community with 

the next highest level of growth. Central 

Vaughan increased by 11,605 Jews in the 

last decade.  

 

Central Vaughan accounted for 80% of the 

total gain (not counting losses) of 14,510 

Jews for the entire York Region. Further 

calculations reveal that Central Vaughan 

accounted for 56.3% of the total gain (not 

counting losses) of 20,620 Jews for the 

Toronto metropolitan area. In short, the gain 

in the Jewish population of Central Vaughan 

was significant even in the context of the 

wider Toronto Jewish community.   

 

Northern Vaughan had the next highest 

increase (1,310 individuals), followed by 

Richmond Hill (685). All the other areas had 

increases of less than 300 Jews (or they 

experienced losses). For instance, "Rest of 

York Region" had an increase of 280 Jews 

in the last 10 years, Newmarket had a gain 

of 275, Western Vaughan had an increase of 

235, and Aurora had a gain of 100. 

 

The Jewish community in the municipality 

of King experienced the least change in size, 

with a net gain of merely 20 individuals 

between 2001 and 2011.  

 

Finally, the Jewish community with the 

most significant decline in the last decade 

was Markham, with a decrease of 3,470 

persons. Southern Vaughan had a loss of 

450 Jews between 2001 and 2011. 

 

York Region had a net gain of 10,585 Jews, 

more than the gain for the entire Jewish 

population of the Toronto CMA (8,005). 

This is because losses of Jews were larger in 

areas outside of York Region. For instance, 

the City of Toronto lost 3,900 Jews in the 

last decade.  

 

Age Breakdowns 
 

Table 3A compares the proportions of age 

groups across various areas in York Region. 

For instance, by looking at the column 

percentages in this table, we can see where 

the largest proportions of Jewish children,  
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Table 3B 

Age Breakdowns  
Jewish Population of York Region 

(Row %) 
 

 
Total 0-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 

# # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,560 5,765 18.3 5,685 18.0 5,430 17.2 10,335 32.7 4,345 13.8 

Central Vaughan 13,490 4,285 31.8 1,460 10.8 4,500 33.4 2,770 20.5 475 3.5 

Northern Vaughan 1,660 360 21.7 260 15.7 580 34.9 400 24.1 60 3.6 

Western Vaughan 440 95 21.6 40 9.1 135 30.7 130 29.5 40 9.1 

(Total Vaughan) (47,150) (10,505) (22.3) (7,445) (15.8) (10,645) (22.6) (13,635) (28.9) (4,920) (10.4) 

Aurora 1,335 285 21.3 245 18.4 295 22.1 445 33.3 65 4.9 

Richmond Hill 11,735 2,410 20.5 1,560 13.3 3,020 25.7 3,520 30.0 1,225 10.4 

Markham 7,965 715 9.0 1,160 14.6 1,430 18.0 3,205 40.2 1,455 18.3 

King 220 0 0.0 105 47.7 0 0.0 115 52.3 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,005 225 22.4 180 17.9 290 28.9 255 25.4 55 5.5 

Rest of York Region 825 195 23.6 90 10.9 215 26.1 245 29.7 80 9.7 

Total York Region 70,235 14,335 20.4 10,785 15.4 15,895 22.6 21,420 30.5 7,800 11.1 
            

City of Toronto 111,075 18,460 16.6 12,940 11.6 27,475 24.7 29,770 26.8 22,430 20.2 

Total Toronto CMA 188,720 34,185 18.1 24,645 13.1 45,220 24.0 53,705 28.5 30,965 16.4 
 

12 
 



young adults and elderly reside in the entire 

York Region.  

 

As Table 3A shows, Southern Vaughan has 

the largest number of Jewish children 

younger than 15 years (5,765), or 40.2% of 

total Jewish children in York Region. In 

other words, more than one in three Jewish 

children in York Region reside in Southern 

Vaughan. 

 

Central Vaughan has the next largest 

number (4,285), or 29.9% of all Jews 0-14 

years in York Region. In short, Southern and 

Central Vaughan have 70.1% of all Jewish 

children residing in York Region. 

 

Richmond Hill has 2,410 Jewish children, or 

16.8% of all Jewish children in York 

Region. Markham has 715 Jewish children 

or 5% of the total. All the other areas have 

less than 400 Jewish children, and less than 

3% of the total in York Region. 

 

In terms of Jewish teenagers and young 

adults (15-24 years), the largest number 

resides in Southern Vaughan (5,685), or 

52.7% of the total for this age group in York 

Region. Richmond Hill has the next highest 

figure in this cohort (1,560), or 14.5% of the 

total. Central Vaughan also has a significant 

representation in the 15-24 year age group 

(1,460). Markham rounds out the areas in 

York Region that have at least 1,000 Jews in 

the 15-24 cohort, with 1,160 individuals. 

 

Regarding the economically productive 

cohort of 25-44 years, Southern Vaughan 

again has the highest figure with 5,430, or 

34.2% of the total for this age group in York 

Region. Central Vaughan follows closely 

with 4,500, or 28.3% of the total. Significant 

numbers of Jews in the 25-44 cohort can 

also be found in Richmond Hill (3,020) and 

Markham (1,430). 

 

Southern Vaughan also has the largest 

number of Jews in the 45-64 age group 

(10,335), or 48.2% of the total for York 

Region. There are 3,520 individuals between 

45-64 years in the Richmond Hill; 3,205 in 

Markham; and 2,770 in Central Vaughan. It 

can be expected that as these Baby Boomers 

enter their senior years, Southern Vaughan 

particularly will begin to see more swelling 

in the ranks of its Jewish elderly by the next 

National Household Survey in 2021. 

 

Finally, Southern Vaughan has by far the 

largest number of Jewish seniors, with 

4,345, or 55.7% of the total Jewish elderly  
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Table 3C 

Detailed Age Breakdowns  
Jewish Population of York Region 

 

 Total 0-4 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+ 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 1,415 4,350 5,685 2,555 2,870 5,255 5,080 2,205 1,495 640 

Central Vaughan 13,495 1,735 2,550 1,460 1,890 2,605 1,695 1,080 295 150 30 

Northern Vaughan 1,655 190 170 260 305 275 235 165 50 0 0 

Western Vaughan 435 35 65 40 85 55 55 70 35 0 0 

(Total Vaughan) (47,135) (3,375) (7,135) (7,440) (4,835) (5,800) (7,235) (6,395) (2,600) (1,655) (670) 

Aurora 1,335 85 200 250 95 205 290 155 0 20 0 

Richmond Hill 11,735 640 1,765 1,565 1,190 1,825 1,785 1,730 880 275 60 

Markham 7,960 135 585 1,165 940 490 985 2,220 1,040 335 75 

King 270 0 0 105 0 0 80 30 0 0 0 

Newmarket 1,010 85 140 180 120 175 160 90 45 0 0 

Rest of York Region 820 80 110 85 130 85 130 110 45 30 0 

Total York Region 70,265 4,400 9,950 10,790 7,340 8,580 10,670 10,740 4,640 2,340 830 
            

City of Toronto 111,065 6,935 11,515 12,940 14,885 12,590 13,845 15,925 10,755 7,760 3,915 

Total Toronto CMA 188,715 11,775 22,410 24,645 23,060 22,160 25,895 27,805 15,895 10,235 4,835 
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population in York Region. There are also 

significant Jewish elderly populations in 

Markham (1,455) and Richmond Hill 

(1,225). 

 

Table 3B shows the percentages of age 

cohorts within a certain geographic area. 

Using this table, we can determine the 

“relative” proportion of children, young 

adults or elderly residing in a given area. 

Because the cell sizes are small for some 

areas, only those that have a total Jewish 

population of at least 1,000 individuals will 

be considered in the following analysis. 

 

Almost a third (31.8%) of the Jewish 

population in Central Vaughan comprises 

children 0-14 years. This finding suggests 

that this area has a large proportion of 

younger Jewish families. In fact, Central 

Vaughan has the largest percentage of 

Jewish children 0-14 years of any area in 

Greater Toronto. 

 

All the other major areas in this table 

(except Markham) have a fairly narrow 

range of percentages (18.3% to 22.4%) for 

the 0-14 cohort. The Jewish community of 

Markham has by far the lowest level of 

children in York Region (9%). In fact, with 

the exception of the Downtown Core and 

Finch-Steeles area, the Markham Jewish 

population has the lowest percentage of 

children of any major area in the Toronto 

CMA. 

 

In terms of Jewish teens and young adults 

15-24 years, the largest percentage is found 

in Aurora (18.4%), followed by Southern 

Vaughan (18%) and Newmarket (17.9%). 

The lowest proportion of Jews 15-24 years 

is found in Central Vaughan (10.8%). 

 

Regarding the economically productive age 

group of 25-44 years, the highest percentage 

is found in Northern Vaughan (34.9%), 

followed closely by Central Vaughan 

(33.4%). The lowest relative percentages of 

Jews 25-44 years are found in Southern 

Vaughan (17.2%) and Markham (18%). This 

is because of the dominance of individuals 

45+ years in the age distribution of these 

latter areas. 

 

In terms of the 45-64 age group, the highest 

percentages are found in Markham (40.2%), 

Southern Vaughan (32.7%), and Richmond 

Hill (30%). Further analysis reveals that the 

Jewish community of Markham has the 

highest percentage of middle-aged Jews of 

any area in Greater Toronto. The lowest  
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Table 3D 

Age Breakdowns  
Jewish Population of York Region 

Historical Summery 
 

 
0-14 Years 15-24 Years 25-44 Years 

2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 

Southern Vaughan 5,765 8,265 7,415 5,685 5,065 2,185 5,430 8,085 8,000 

Central Vaughan 4,285 575 10 1,460 265 0 4,500 690 20 

Northern Vaughan 360 90 50 260 25 20 580 145 45 

Western Vaughan 95 75 45 40 10 15 135 80 65 

(Total Vaughan) (10,505) (9,010) (7,510) (7,445) (5,360) (2,225) (10,645) (8,995) (8,135) 

Aurora 285 425 175 245 120 35 295 445 205 

Richmond Hill 2,410 2,755 2,690 1,560 1,555 960 3,020 3,545 3,265 

Markham 715 1,840 4,045 1,160 2,555 2,110 1,430 2,170 4,480 

King 0 65 65 105 25 10 0 50 55 

Newmarket 225 190 165 180 80 50 290 275 175 

Rest of York Region 195 155 70 90 45 25 215 145 140 

Total York Region 14,335 14,435 14,785 10,785 9,750 5,445 15,895 15,635 16,665 
          

City of Toronto 18,460 19,695 18,480 12,940 13,015 13,540 27,475 29,580 35,065 

Total Toronto CMA 34,185 35,490 34,755 24,645 23,470 19,615 45,220 47,005 53,640 
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proportion of Jews 45-64 years is found in 

Central Vaughan (20.5%). 

 

Finally, Markham has the highest proportion 

of Jewish seniors (18.3%), somewhat above 

the level of elderly Jews in the Toronto 

CMA generally (16.4%). The Jewish 

population with the lowest proportion of 

seniors is Central Vaughan (3.5%). Northern 

Vaughan likewise has a particularly low 

percentage of Jewish seniors (3.6%). 

 

What do these age distributions indicate 

about the demographic profiles of the Jewish 

populations living in these various areas of 

York Region? It appears that the Jewish 

population of Central Vaughan is dominated 

by younger families, with children under 15 

years, and parents between 25 and 44 years. 

These young families will likely be looking 

for opportunities to connect through cultural, 

social and recreation programs. They may 

also be looking for formal and informal 

educational programs that meet their needs.   

 

The Jewish community of Markham is at the 

opposite end of the age spectrum, with a 

significant bulge of middle-aged Jews, and a 

large proportion of seniors as well. The 

needs of this much older population will 

differ significantly from Central Vaughan. 

The breakdowns in the following table will 

yield more information about these different 

age profiles for various municipalities and 

districts. 

 

Table 3C presents detailed age breakdowns 

for Jewish populations within different areas 

of York Region. The age distribution of 

Jews living in Southern Vaughan peaks in 

the 15-24 and 45-54 cohorts. This suggests 

that there is a significant proportion of 

middle-aged parents with teens or young 

adults living at home.  

 

The Central Vaughan Jewish community 

shows a bulge of children 5-14 years, and 

adults 35-44, again suggesting that younger 

Jewish families dominate the demographic 

landscape of Central Vaughan.  

 

The Richmond Hill Jewish population does 

not have a particularly dominant age cohort, 

although there are higher levels between 5-

24 years, and 35-64 years. In short, the 

Richmond Hill community is more varied in 

terms of its age composition than the other 

areas considered in this analysis. 

 

Finally, the Markham Jewish population 

peaks at 15-24 and 55-64 years. This 

community is dominated by middle-aged  
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Table 3D 
Age Breakdowns  

Jewish Population of York Region 
Historical Summery 

(Cont'd) 
 

 
45-64 Years 65+ Years 

2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 

Southern Vaughan 10,335 7,940 2,400 4,345 2,650 910 

Central Vaughan 2,770 335 25 475 30 0 

Northern Vaughan 400 70 35 60 20 0 

Western Vaughan 130 30 40 40 0 0 

(Total Vaughan) (13,635) (8,370) (2,500) (4,920) (2,700) (915) 

Aurora 445 230 40 65 15 0 

Richmond Hill 3,520 2,700 960 1,225 490 185 

Markham 3,205 4,275 2,165 1,455 585 295 

King 115 100 20 0 15 15 

Newmarket 255 140 25 55 50 0 

Rest of York Region 245 140 80 80 55 10 

Total York Region 21,420 15,960 5,965 7,800 3,910 1,630 
       

City of Toronto 29,770 29,460 23,910 22,430 23,210 23,265 

Total Toronto CMA 53,705 47,125 30,570 30,965 27,620 24,885 
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individuals who still have young adults 

living at home, or whose adult children have 

left the household. By the time of the next 

National Household Survey in 2021, the 

Markham Jewish population will be 

dominated by seniors 65-74 years, assuming 

that they will continue to reside in this area. 

 

Briefly examining the age distributions of 

other Jewish communities within York 

Region, it is noteworthy that the Northern 

Vaughan distribution peaks at 25-34, 

suggesting that Jewish young adults 

dominate this distribution (although there 

are much fewer here than in Southern and 

Central Vaughan).   

 

The Aurora Jewish population peaks at 15-

24 and 45-54 years. The Newmarket Jewish 

community has a similar age distribution. 

 

Table 3D is an historical summary showing 

age distributions for 2011, 2001 and 1991 

across various areas in York Region. Due to 

the large number of columns, Table 3D 

spreads out over two pages. Only four areas 

will be considered in the following analysis: 

Southern Vaughan, Central Vaughan, 

Richmond Hill and Markham. 

 

In terms of Southern Vaughan, the number 

of children 0-14 years has decreased 

significantly in the last decade, from 8,265 

in 2001 to 5,765 in 2011. The number in the 

15-24 cohort has increased slightly from 

5,065 to 5,685. The number of Jews between 

25-44 years has declined significantly in the 

last 10 years, from 8,085 to 5,430 

individuals. However, the number of 

middle-aged Jews 45-64 years has increased 

significantly, from 7,940 to 10,335 persons. 

Finally, the number of seniors has also 

increased significantly in the last decade, 

from 2,650 to 4,345 individuals.  

 

The Central Vaughan Jewish community has 

experienced a reverse trend in terms of the 

0-14 cohort, compared to Southern 

Vaughan. The number of children has 

increased dramatically here from 575 to 

4,285 individuals between 2001 and 2011. 

The number of Jews between 15-24 years 

has likewise increased from 265 to 1,460. 

Another dramatic increase has been among 

Jews 25-44 years, from 690 to 4,500 

persons. The size of the 45-64 year cohort 

increased from 335 to 2,770 between 2001 

and 2011. Finally, there has been only a 

moderate increase of seniors, from 30 to 475 

persons. 
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Table 3E 
Median Ages for Jewish, Non-Jewish & Total Populations 

York Region 
 

 Median Age 
Total Pop 

Median Age 
Jews 

Median Age 
Non-Jews 

Southern Vaughan 42.4 41.6 42.8 

Central Vaughan 35.1 31.3 36.3 

Northern Vaughan 34.8 32.5 35.0 

Western Vaughan 38.1 36.6 38.1 

(Total Vaughan) (37.7) (36.4) (37.9) 

Aurora 39.2 36.7 39.2 

Richmond Hill  39.7 39.3 39.7 

Markham 39.5 52.9 39.2 

King 43.2 30.6 43.2 

Newmarket 38.8 34.1 38.9 

Rest of York Region 40.1 34.0 40.1 

Total York Region 39.0 38.4 39.1 
    

City of Toronto 38.8 42.1 38.7 

Total Toronto CMA 38.3 40.6 38.2 
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The Richmond Hill Jewish community has 

experienced only a slight decline in the 

number of children 0-14 years, from 2,755 

in 2001 to 2,410 in 2011. In fact, the 

numbers here have remained fairly steady 

for the last two decades. The number of 

individuals in the 15-24 cohort has been 

quite level in the last decade. There has been 

a slight decline in the number of persons 25-

44 years, from 3,545 to 3,020 individuals 

between 2001 and 2011. There has been an 

increase in middle-aged Jews in the last 

decade, from 2,700 to 3,520. There has also 

been a significant increase of seniors in the 

last decade, from 490 to 1,225. 

 

Finally, the number of children 0-14 years 

has decreased significantly in Markham, 

from 1,840 to 715 persons between 2001 

and 2011. Note the striking decrease in the 

size of this cohort between 1991 and 2001. 

There has also been a decrease in the 15-24 

year cohort, from 2,555 to 1,160 individuals. 

The 25-44 age group has likewise seen a 

decrease, from 2,170 to 1,430 individuals. 

Again, note the striking decrease in this 

cohort between 1991 and 2001. There has 

been a decrease in the size of the middle age 

cohort in the last decade, from 4,275 to 

3,205 individuals. Jewish seniors have been 

the only age group to show an increase in 

Markham, from 585 to 1,455 persons 

between 2001 and 2011.  

 

Table 3E looks at median ages for Jewish, 

non-Jewish and total populations across 

various areas in York Region. Only areas 

with at least 1,000 Jews will be considered 

in this analysis. 

 

The Jewish populations with the youngest 

median ages include those in Central 

Vaughan (31.3 years) and Northern 

Vaughan (32.5 years). In fact, these two 

areas have the youngest median ages for 

Jews of any area in Greater Toronto. The 

median age for Jews residing in Newmarket 

is also quite low (34.1 years). 

 

At the other end of the distribution, 

Markham has the oldest median age for 

Jews (52.9 years) of any area in York 

Region. This figure is much higher than that 

for the Jewish population of the Toronto 

CMA (40.6 years).  The Southern Vaughan 

Jewish community has a median age of 41.6 

years, which is comparable to that of the 

City of Toronto (42.1 years).  

 

All in all, the median age of Jews living in 

York Region (38.4 years) is below that of  
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Table 3F 
Median Age  

Jewish Population of York Region 
Historical Summery 

 

 Median Age 
2011 

Median Age 
2001 

Median Age 
1991 

Southern Vaughan 41.6 34.6 29.5 

Central Vaughan 31.3 29.6 45.1 

Northern Vaughan 32.5 31.3 25.7 

Western Vaughan 36.6 32.2 28.9 

(Total Vaughan) (36.4) (33.9) (29.4) 

Aurora 36.7 29.7 29.7 

Richmond Hill  39.3 32.6 29.2 

Markham 52.9 39.2 28.8 

King 30.6 43.0 32.3 

Newmarket 34.1 32.9 23.8 

Rest of York Region 34.0 34.7 33.8 

Total York Region 38.4 34.1 29.6 
    

City of Toronto 42.1 42.0 39.9 

Total Toronto CMA 40.6 39.3 36.4 
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the entire Jewish population living in the 

Toronto CMA (40.6 years), and that of Jews 

residing in the City of Toronto (42.1 years). 

 

An examination of the distribution of 

median ages for Jews relative to total 

populations reveals that Jews are older, on 

average, in only one area, namely Markham. 

The discrepancy between the median age of 

Jews and that of the total population in 

Markham is a striking 13.4 years. 

 

Jewish populations are younger than the 

totals in the other six areas of York Region 

under consideration in this table. The largest 

discrepancy between the Jewish and total 

populations is in Newmarket where Jews are 

4.7 years younger than the total. The next 

largest discrepancy is in Central Vaughan 

where Jews are 3.8 years younger than the 

total. The smallest discrepancy is in 

Richmond Hill, where Jews are only 0.4 

years younger than the total. 

 

Table 3F examines the median ages of Jews 

from an historical perspective. Only the 

seven areas with populations of at least 

1,000 Jews will be examined.  

 

The median ages of all the Jewish 

communities in York Region have increased 

in the last decade. The largest increase was 

for the Jewish population of Markham 

(+13.7 years). A similarly striking increase 

in the median age of the Markham 

community took place between 1991 and 

2001 (+10.4 years). 

 

The median ages of the Jewish populations 

of Southern Vaughan and Aurora increased 

by 7 years between 2001 and 2011. The 

median age of Jews living in Richmond Hill 

increased by a similar amount (6.7 years) in 

the last decade. All of these are aging 

communities that are not necessarily being 

replenished by younger Jews. 

 

On the other hand, the Jewish populations of 

Central Vaughan (+1.7 years), Newmarket 

(+1.2 years) and Northern Vaughan (+1.2 

years) have shown only small increases in 

their median ages between 2001 and 2011. 

These communities have seen an infusion of 

younger families in the last decade. 

 

Economic Characteristics 
 

Table 4A examines the labour force activity 

of Jewish adults (15+ years). Only Jewish 

populations with at least 1,000 Jewish adults 

are examined in the following analysis.  
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Table 4A 
Labour Force Activity 

Adult Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Employed Full 

Time 
Employed Part 

Time Unemployed Not in Labour 
Force* 

# # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 25,785 11,605 45.0 4,160 16.1 1,340 5.2 8,680 33.7 

Central Vaughan 9,200 5,435 59.1 1,390 15.1 430 4.7 1,945 21.1 

Northern Vaughan 1,295 835 64.5 160 12.4 55 4.2 245 18.9 

Western Vaughan 345 185 53.6 30 8.7 45 13.0 85 24.6 

(Total Vaughan) (36,630) (18,060) (49.3) (5,735) (15.7) (1,875) (5.1) (10,960) (29.9) 

Aurora 1,050 645 61.4 160 15.2 45 4.3 200 19.0 

Richmond Hill 9,325 5,185 55.6 1,335 14.3 385 4.1 2,420 26.0 

Markham 7,245 3,540 48.9 1,330 18.4 445 6.1 1,930 26.6 

King 255 150 58.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 105 41.2 

Newmarket 785 435 55.4 155 19.7 50 6.4 145 18.5 

Rest of York Region 630 360 57.1 60 9.5 50 7.9 160 25.4 

Total York Region 55,920 28,375 50.7 8,780 15.7 2,850 5.1 15,915 28.5 
          

City of Toronto 92,610 43,095 46.5 14,010 15.1 3,935 4.2 31,570 34.1 

Total Toronto CMA 154,530 74,915 48.5 23,605 15.3 7,090 4.6 48,920 31.7 

Note: This breakdown does not include individuals under 15 years. 
  *Includes students, homemakers, pensioners, and persons who could not work because of a long term illness or disability. 
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Northern Vaughan has the highest relative 

percentage of individuals working full-time 

(64.5%), followed by Aurora (61.4%). The 

lowest percentage of full-time workers is 

found in Markham (48.9%).  

 

There is a slightly higher percentage of Jews 

employed full-time in York Region (50.7%) 

than in the City of Toronto (46.5%) or the 

entire Toronto metropolitan area (48.5%). 

 

In absolute terms, by far the largest full-time 

workforce is found in Southern Vaughan 

(11,605). There are 5,435 full-time workers 

in Central Vaughan and 5,185 in Richmond 

Hill. 

 

Markham has the largest percentage of adult 

Jews working part-time (18.4%). However, 

the largest number is again found in 

Southern Vaughan (4,160). 

 

The largest percentage of unemployed is 

found in Markham (6.1%), followed by 

Southern Vaughan (5.2%). In absolute 

terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the 

largest number of unemployed individuals 

(1,340).  

 

The percentage of unemployed in York 

Region (5.1%) is above the level for the 

Jewish population in the City of Toronto 

(4.2%) and for Jews living in the Toronto 

CMA (4.6%). 

 

Finally, the largest percentage of inactive 

individuals (those not in the labour force: 

including students, homemakers or 

pensioners) is found in Southern Vaughan 

(33.7%). In fact, a third of all Jewish adults 

in this area are inactive, representing 8,680 

individuals. Since 3,210 are between 15-24 

years and 3,260 are 65+ years, it is evident 

that most of these inactive individuals are 

either students or pensioners.  

 

A comparison of the labour force activities 

of Jews and total populations across York 

Region is presented in Table 11A, Appendix 

5. 

 

Table 4B examines the major income source 

of Jewish adults in York Region. This 

variable refers to that income source that 

makes up the largest proportion of an 

individual's total income. Only areas with at 

least 950 Jewish adults are considered in the 

following analysis.           

 

Note that the total number of adult Jews 

under consideration in this table is different  
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Table 4B 
Major Income Source 

Adult Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Wages & Salaries Self-Employment Employment 

Insurance 
Government 

Pensions 
Other Government 

Sources* 
Other Sources 

# # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 24,390 13,155 53.9 3,120 12.8 345 1.4 2,270 9.3 2,085 8.5 3,415 14.0 

Central Vaughan 8,600 5,690 66.2 1,230 14.3 150 1.7 130 1.5 945 11.0 455 5.3 

Northern Vaughan 1,165 745 63.9 135 11.6 45 3.9 25 2.1 170 14.6 45 3.9 

Western Vaughan 315 185 58.7 15 4.8 50 15.9 30 9.5 35 11.1 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (34,475) (19,775) (57.4) (4,500) (13.1) (590) (1.7) (2,455) (7.1) (3,235) (9.4) (3,920) (11.4) 

Aurora 990 715 72.2 95 9.6 0 0.0 45 4.5 70 7.1 65 6.6 

Richmond Hill 8,820 5,425 61.5 1,105 12.5 120 1.4 525 6.0 630 7.1 1,015 11.5 

Markham 7,040 4,010 57.0 845 12.0 100 1.4 530 7.5 470 6.7 1,085 15.4 

King 175 175 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Newmarket 720 500 69.4 80 11.1 0 0.0 30 4.2 65 9.0 45 6.3 

Rest of York Region 585 345 59.0 70 12.0 0 0.0 30 5.1 45 7.7 95 16.2 

Total York Region 52,900 30,945 58.5 6,700 12.7 855 1.6 3,610 6.8 4,530 8.6 6,260 11.8 
              

City of Toronto 89,290 44,425 49.8 11,230 12.6 1,025 1.1 8,890 10.0 6,740 7.5 16,980 19.0 

Total Toronto CMA 147,860 78,990 53.4 18,430 12.5 1,995 1.3 12,785 8.6 11,825 8.0 23,835 16.1 

Note: This breakdown does not include individuals under 15 years and those classified as "not applicable" by Statistics Canada. 
*Includes social welfare & disability payments. 
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from the breakdown for labour force activity 

(Table 4A). This is because individuals who 

did not earn any income were not included 

in this table. 

 

The area with the highest percentage of 

wage & salary earners is found in Aurora 

(72.2%), followed by Central Vaughan 

(66.2%). However, in absolute terms, 

Southern Vaughan has by far the largest 

number of wage & salary earners (13,155). 

 

The largest proportion of self-employed 

individuals is located in Central Vaughan 

(14.3%); although in absolute terms, 

Southern Vaughan again has the highest 

number (3,120).  

 

The percentage of self-employed individuals 

in York Region (12.7%) is very similar to 

that of adult Jews living in the City of 

Toronto (12.6%) and those residing in the 

Toronto CMA (12.5%). 

 

The percentage of individuals relying on 

employment insurance is quite low across 

the various areas under consideration, with 

the highest percentage found in Northern 

Vaughan (3.9%). In absolute terms, 

Southern Vaughan has the largest number of 

Jews relying on employment insurance 

(345).  

 

There is a slightly higher percentage of Jews 

relying on employment insurance in York 

Region (1.6%), compared to the City of 

Toronto (1.1%) and the Toronto CMA 

(1.3%). 

 

In terms of individuals relying on 

government pensions, the largest proportion 

is evident in Southern Vaughan (9.3%), 

followed by Markham (7.5%). There are 

very low percentages of Jews relying on 

government pensions in Central and 

Northern Vaughan (1.5% and 2.1% 

respectively).  In absolute terms, Southern 

Vaughan has by far the greatest number of 

individuals relying on government pensions 

(2,270), followed by Markham (530) and 

Richmond Hill (525).  

 

The percentage of individuals relying on 

government pensions is lower in York 

Region (6.8%) than that for the Jewish 

populations of the City of Toronto (10%) or 

the total Toronto CMA (8.6%). 

 

In terms of income from “Other Government 

Sources”, such as social welfare or disability 

 

27 
 



 
 

Table 4C 
Household Income 

Jewish Households in York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total  

Jewish 
Households 

Under $25,000   $25,000 - 
$49,999 $50,000 - $99,999   $100,000 or 

more 

# % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 10,820 1,255 11.6 1,795 16.6 2,895 26.8 4,875 45.1 

Central Vaughan 4,180 360 8.6 545 13.0 1,100 26.3 2,175 52.0 

Northern Vaughan 540 100 18.5 45 8.3 130 24.1 265 49.1 

Western Vaughan 200 0 0.0 45 22.5 50 25.0 105 52.5 

(Total Vaughan) (15,755) (1,730) (11.0) (2,425) (15.4) (4,180) (26.5) (7,420) (47.1) 

Aurora 585 55 9.4 65 11.1 230 39.3 235 40.2 

Richmond Hill 4,390 465 10.6 570 13.0 1,290 29.4 2,065 47.0 

Markham 3,220 255 7.9 440 13.7 850 26.4 1,675 52.0 

King 65 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 65 100.0 

Newmarket 450 55 12.2 50 11.1 135 30.0 210 46.7 

Rest of York Region 435 25 5.7 75 17.2 100 23.0 235 54.0 

Total York Region 24,935 2,595 10.4 3,635 14.6 6,795 27.3 11,910 47.8 
          

City of Toronto 54,305 8,520 15.7 9,125 16.8 13,580 25.0 23,080 42.5 

Total Toronto CMA 83,120 11,440 13.8 13,320 16.0 21,455 25.8 36,905 44.4 
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payments, the highest percentages are found 

in Northern and Central Vaughan (14.6% 

and 11% respectively). However, in absolute 

terms, the largest number is found in 

Southern Vaughan (2,085), although there is 

also a significant representation in Central 

Vaughan (945). The significant number of 

very low income individuals in Southern 

Vaughan will have ongoing implications for 

Jewish communal agencies supporting the 

most vulnerable members of the community. 

 

The percentage of Jews collecting payments 

from “Other Government Sources” is 

slightly higher in York Region (8.6%) 

compared to those living in the City of 

Toronto (7.5%) or the Toronto CMA (8%). 

 

A comparison of the major income sources 

of Jews and total populations residing within 

York Region is presented in Table 11B, 

Appendix 5. 

 

Table 4C examines household income 

across various areas within York Region. A 

household is considered to be a Jewish one 

if at least one of the primary household 

maintainers is identified as a Jew according 

to the Revised Jewish Definition (see 

Appendix 2). Only areas with at least 500 

Jewish households are considered in the 

following analysis. 

 

The area with the highest percentage of 

Jewish households earning a total income of 

under $25,000 is Northern Vaughan 

(18.5%). Markham has the lowest 

percentage of Jewish households earning 

under $25,000 (7.9%). In absolute terms, by 

far the largest number of households earning 

under $25,000 is located in Southern 

Vaughan (1,255).  

 

There is a smaller proportion of Jewish 

households earning under $25,000 in York 

Region (10.4%) than in the City of Toronto 

(15.7%) or the total Toronto CMA (13.8%). 

 

In terms of Jewish households earning 

$25,000-$49,999, the largest percentage is 

located in Southern Vaughan (16.6%), and 

the lowest percentage is in Northern 

Vaughan (8.3%). Southern Vaughan has by 

far the largest number of Jewish households 

earning $25,000-$49,999 (1,795).  

 

The percentage of Jewish households 

earning $25,000-$49,999 is lower for York 

Region (14.6%) than for those in the City of 

Toronto (16.8%) or the total Toronto CMA 

(16%). 

29 
 



 
 
 

Table 4D 
Detailed Household Income  

Jewish Households in York Region 
 

 
Total 

Jewish 
Hslds 

Under 
$15,000 

  $15,000 
- $29,999 

  $30,000 
- $49,999 

  $50,000 
- $69,999 

  $70,000 
- $99,999 

  $100,000 - 
$149,999 

$150,000 - 
$249,999 

  $250,000 
or more 

Southern Vaughan 10,820 590 1,200 1,265 1,235 1,660 2,010 1,805 1,060 

Central Vaughan 4,180 270 185 450 500 605 1,035 820 320 

Northern Vaughan 535 70 35 35 70 60 125 110 30 

Western Vaughan 215 0 20 0 0 40 70 30 0 

(Total Vaughan) (15,755) (935) (1,445) (1,775) (1,820) (2,365) (3,240) (2,770) (1,415) 

Aurora 585 0 45 55 120 110 145 55 35 

Richmond Hill 4,390 195 365 475 605 690 835 925 305 

Markham 3,225 135 280 280 320 535 595 620 460 

King 90 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 40 

Newmarket 450 40 20 45 70 65 85 95 25 

Rest of York Region 435 15 15 70 35 65 140 60 30 

Total York Region 24,935 1,345 2,175 2,710 2,970 3,830 5,060 4,525 2,315 
          

City of Toronto 54,305 3,440 7,085 7,120 6,400 7,185 7,775 7,730 7,570 

Total Toronto CMA 83,125 4,965 9,485 10,310 9,755 11,700 13,775 12,985 10,145 
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In terms of Jewish households earning 

$50,000-$99,999, the largest proportion is 

found in Aurora (39.3%), and the smallest is 

in Northern Vaughan (24.1%). However, in 

absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has the 

largest number of households earning 

$50,000-$99,999 (2,895).  

 

There is a higher percentage of Jewish 

households earning $50,000-$99,999 in 

York Region (27.3%) than in the City of 

Toronto (25%) or the Toronto CMA 

(25.8%). 

 

Finally, the highest percentages of Jewish 

households earning $100,000 or more are 

found in Central Vaughan and Markham 

(both 52%). These two areas have the largest 

proportions of high-income households, at 

least from a relative standpoint. In absolute 

terms, Southern Vaughan has the largest 

number of high income households (4,875), 

although there are also significant 

representations in Central Vaughan (2,175) 

and Richmond Hill (2,065).  

 

The percentage of Jewish households 

earning at least $100,000 is higher in York 

Region (47.8%) than in the City of Toronto 

(42.5%) or the Toronto CMA (44.4%). 

 

Table 4D is a detailed breakdown of 

household income for Jewish households 

located in various areas of York Region. 

Only four areas with at least 1,000 Jewish 

households will be considered here.  

 

Looking first at Southern Vaughan, it is 

apparent that the household income 

distribution peaks at $100,000-$149,999. 

The household income distribution in 

Central Vaughan also peaks at $100,000-

$149,999.  

 

The Richmond Hill community peaks at 

$150,000-$249,999. Finally, the household 

income distribution of Markham likewise 

peaks at $150,000-$249,999. 

 

In Table 4E, the researchers have assigned 

five labels to various income levels, to make 

the statistical breakdowns more intuitively 

understandable. They are: "Low Income" 

(Under $29,999), "Low-Middle Income" 

($30,000-$49,999), "Middle Income" 

($50,000-$99,999), "High-Middle Income" 

($100,000-$149,999), and "High Income" 

($150,000 or more). Only areas with at least 

500 Jewish households will be considered in 

this analysis. 
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Table 4E 
Household Income Categories 

Jewish Households in York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total 

Jewish 
Hslds 

Low Income Low-Middle 
Income Middle Income High-Middle 

Income High Income 

# % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 10,820 1,790 16.5 1,265 11.7 2,895 26.7 2,010 18.6 2,865 26.5 

Central Vaughan 4,180 455 10.9 450 10.8 1,105 26.4 1,035 24.7 1,140 27.2 

Northern Vaughan 535 105 19.6 35 6.5 130 24.3 125 23.4 140 26.2 

Western Vaughan 215 20 12.5 0 0.0 40 25.0 70 43.8 30 18.8 

(Total Vaughan) (15,755) (2,380) (15.1) (1,775 (11.3) (4,185) (26.5) (3,240) (20.6) (4,185) (26.5) 

Aurora 585 45 8.0 55 9.7 230 40.7 145 25.7 90 15.9 

Richmond Hill 4,390 560 12.7 475 10.8 1,295 29.5 835 19.0 1,230 28.0 

Markham 3,225 415 12.9 280 8.7 855 26.5 595 18.4 1,080 33.5 

King 90 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 25 38.5 40 61.5 

Newmarket 450 60 13.5 45 10.1 135 30.3 85 19.1 120 27.0 

Rest of York Region 435 30 7.0 70 16.3 100 23.3 140 32.6 90 20.9 

Total York Region 24,935 3,520 14.1 2,710 10.9 6,800 27.3 5,060 20.3 6,840 27.4 
            

City of Toronto 54,305 10,525 19.4 7,120 13.1 13,585 25.0 7,775 14.3 15,300 28.2 

Total Toronto CMA 83,125 14,450 17.4 10,310 12.4 21,455 25.8 13,775 16.6 23,130 27.8 

Key: Low Income (Under $29,999), Low-Middle Income ($30,000-$49,999), Middle Income ($50,000-$99,999), High-Middle Income ($100,000-
$149,000), and High Income ($150,000 or more). 
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The area with the highest percentage of low 

income Jewish households is Northern 

Vaughan (19.6%), whereas Aurora has the 

smallest proportion of low income 

households (8%). However, in absolute 

terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the 

largest number of low income Jewish 

households (1,790), and this will have the 

most significant impact on the social service 

system.  

 

The percentage of low income Jewish 

households in York Region (14.1%) is 

below that of the City of Toronto (19.4%) 

and the Toronto CMA (17.4%). 

 

Southern Vaughan has the highest 

percentage of low-middle income 

households (11.7%), whereas Northern 

Vaughan has the lowest percentage (6.5%). 

In terms of absolute numbers, Southern 

Vaughan has by far the lowest number of 

low-middle income Jewish households 

(1,265).  

 

York Region has a lower percentage of low-

middle income Jewish households (10.9%) 

than the City of Toronto (13.1%) or the 

Toronto CMA (12.4%). 

 

Aurora has by far the largest proportion of 

middle income Jewish households (40.7%) 

than any other area in York Region, whereas 

Northern Vaughan has the lowest percentage 

(24.3%). Southern Vaughan has the largest 

number of middle income Jewish  

households (2,895), followed by Richmond 

Hill (1,295).  

 

York Region has a larger proportion of 

middle income Jewish households (27.3%) 

than the City of Toronto (25%) or the 

Toronto CMA (25.8%). 

 

The area with the highest percentage of 

high-middle income Jewish households is 

Central Vaughan (24.7%), whereas 

Markham (18.4%) and Southern Vaughan 

(18.6%) have the lowest percentages. 

Southern Vaughan has the highest number 

of high-middle income households (2,010), 

but Central Vaughan also has a prominent 

representation (1,035).  

 

York Region has a significantly higher 

percentage of high-middle income Jewish 

households (20.3%) than the City of Toronto 

(14.3%) or the entire Toronto CMA 

(16.6%). 
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Table 4F 
Household Income 

Jewish Households in York Region 
Historical Summery 

(%) 
 

 
Under $25,000   $25,000 - $49,999 $50,000 - $99,999   $100,000 or more 

2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 

Southern Vaughan 1,255 700 310 1,795 1,130 510 2,895 2,765 1,895 4,875 5,170 3,210 

Central Vaughan 360 40 0 545 60 10 1,100 225 15 2,175 265 20 

Northern Vaughan 100 0 0 45 10 0 130 60 0 265 70 40 

Western Vaughan 0 0 10 45 10 0 50 50 10 105 25 40 

(Total Vaughan) (1,730) (735) (325) (2,425) (1,215) (510) (4,180) (3,095) (1,915) (7,420) (5,525) (3,305) 

Aurora 55 0 0 65 30 10 230 120 50 235 305 115 

Richmond Hill 465 180 85 570 415 90 1,290 1,230 710 2,065 1,880 1,480 

Markham 255 185 85 440 320 195 850 930 975 1,675 2,320 2,480 

King 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 20 20 65 95 35 

Newmarket 55 15 15 50 40 0 135 125 80 210 155 65 

Rest of York Region 25 15 20 75 50 0 100 95 90 235 80 85 

Total York Region 2,595 1,125 610 3,635 2,090 930 6,795 5,615 3,940 11,910 10,370 7,640 
             

City of Toronto 8,520 8,495 7,540 9,125 9,965 9,485 13,580 14,415 14,855 23,080 21,660 20,530 

Total Toronto CMA 11,440 9,790 8,175 13,320 12,445 10,535 21,455 21,090 19,520 36,905 33,515 29,430 
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Finally, Markham has the highest percentage 

of high income Jewish households (33.5%). 

In other words, a third of Jewish households 

in Markham are at the highest income level 

under consideration in Table 4E. The lowest 

percentage of high income Jewish 

households is found in Aurora (15.9%).  

 

The percentage of high income Jewish 

households in York Region (27.4%) is lower 

than in the City of Toronto (28.2%) and 

comparable to the figure for the entire 

Toronto CMA (27.8%). 

 

Table 4F presents an historical summary of 

Jewish household incomes for the years 

1991, 2001 and 2011. The 1991 and 2001 

income figures are expressed 

in 2010 constant dollars to account for 

inflation. 

 

In terms of Southern Vaughan, the number 

of Jewish households earning under $25,000 

has increased in the last decade, from 700 to 

1,255. The number of households earning 

$25,000-$49,999 has increased as well, from 

1,130 to 1,795. On the other hand, the 

number of households earning $50,000-

$99,999 has remained fairly steady, whereas 

the number earning $100,000 or more has 

decreased from 5,170 to 4,875 in the last 

decade. In short, the number of lower 

income Jewish households has increased in 

Southern Vaughan between 2001 and 2011, 

whereas the number of higher income 

households has decreased. 

 

In Central Vaughan, the numbers of Jewish 

households have increased across all income 

categories in the last decade. However, the 

most dramatic increase has been for Jewish 

households earning $100,000 or more, from 

265 to 2,175 between 2001 and 2011. 

 

Regarding Richmond Hill, the number of 

Jewish households earning under $25,000 

has increased from 180 to 465 in the last 

decade. The number earning $25,000-

$49,999 has increased as well, whereas the 

number earning $50,000-$99,999 has 

remained fairly steady. Jewish households 

earning $100,000 or more have increased in 

Richmond Hill, from 1,880 to 2,065 

between 2001 and 2011. In short, at least in 

the case of household income levels, the 

Jewish community in Richmond Hill has 

become more polarized. 

 

Finally, the number of Jewish Households 

earning under $25,000 has increased slightly 

in Markham, as has the number of those 

earning between $25,000-$49,999. On the  
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Table 4G 
Median Household Income 

Total, Jewish & Non-Jewish Households 
York Region 

 

 

Median 
Income 
Total    

Households 
($) 

Median 
Income 
Jewish    

Households 
($) 

Median 
Income 

Non-Jewish   
Households 

($) 

Southern Vaughan 84,632 87,831 81,130 

Central Vaughan 97,346 101,291 95,082 

Northern Vaughan 96,394 91,960 96,409 

Western Vaughan 96,573 94,082 96,591 

(Total Vaughan) (93,816) (93,254) (93,958) 

Aurora 101,923 85,170 102,300 

Richmond Hill  87,388 93,167 87,096 

Markham 86,022 103,082 85,396 

King 96,500 143,139 96,323 

Newmarket 88,084 95,179 87,983 

Rest of York Region 82,109 102,861 81,881 

Total York Region 89,100 95,119 88,702 
    

City of Toronto 58,381 82,002 57,485 

Total Toronto CMA 70,365 87,383 69,866 
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other hand, there was a slight decrease of 

Jewish households earning $50,000-

$99,999. The most dramatic change was a 

decline in the number of Jewish households 

earning $100,000 or more, from 2,320 to 

1,675 in the last decade. 

 

Table 4G examines the median household 

incomes of Jewish, non-Jewish and total 

households across different areas of York 

Region. Only areas with at least 500 Jewish 

households are considered in the following 

analysis. 

 

In terms of Jewish households, the area with 

the highest median income is Markham  

 ($103,082), followed by Central Vaughan 

($101,291). The lowest median incomes are 

registered by Jewish households in Aurora 

($85,170) and Southern Vaughan ($87,831). 

 

The median income for Jewish households 

in York Region ($95,119) is significantly 

higher than the median income for Jewish 

households in the City of Toronto ($82,002) 

or the Toronto CMA ($87,383).  

 

Of the six relevant areas examined in Table 

4G, four have median Jewish household 

incomes that are higher than the total: 

Southern Vaughan, Central Vaughan, 

Richmond Hill and Markham. The largest 

discrepancy between Jewish and total 

median household incomes is for Markham, 

with Jewish households earning a striking 

$17,060 more than total households. 

 

The two areas where Jewish households 

have a lower median income than total 

households are Northern Vaughan and 

Aurora. In fact, Jewish households earn 

$16,753 less than total households in 

Aurora. 

 

Jewish households earn $95,119 in York 

Region as a whole, compared to $89,100 for 

total households. In other words, Jewish 

households earn $6,019 more than total 

households in York Region.  

 

Table 4H is an historical summary of 

median incomes for Jewish households 

across York Region, for the years 1991, 

2001 and 2011. The 1991 and 2001 figures 

were adjusted for inflation and displayed as 

2010 constant dollars. 

 

The median income of Jewish households in 

Southern Vaughan has seen a dramatic 

decrease in the last decade, from $104,830 

in 2001 to $87,831 in 2011. This represents  
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Table 4H 
Median Household Income 

Jewish Households in York Region 
Historical Summery 

 

 2011 
Median ($) 

2001 
Median ($) 

1991 
Median ($) 

Southern Vaughan 87,831 104,830 106,668 

Central Vaughan 101,291 93,641 89,585 

Northern Vaughan 91,960 98,095 209,459 

Western Vaughan 94,082 84,310 119,595 

(Total Vaughan) (93,254) (104,041) (107,041) 

Aurora 85,170 119,935 118,187 

Richmond Hill  93,167 100,758 119,969 

Markham 103,082 130,179 127,631 

King 143,139 155,278 169,997 

Newmarket 95,179 93,747 88,516 

Rest of York Region 102,861 72,133 83,805 

Total York Region 95,119 106,939 111,922 
    

City of Toronto 82,002 78,325 78,157 

Total Toronto CMA 87,383 87,132 88,582 
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a noteworthy decline in the median income 

of Jewish households located in Southern 

Vaughan of $17,000 in the last 10 years. 

 

Jewish households in Central Vaughan have 

seen an increase in their median household 

income, from $93,641 in 2001 to $101,291 

in 2011, a gain of $7,650. This is the largest 

increase of Jewish household income for any 

of the six major areas considered in this 

analysis. 

 

In Northern Vaughan, Jewish households 

have seen a decrease in their median income 

in the last decade, from $98,095 to $91,960, 

a difference of -$6,135. However, the 2011 

median income for Jewish household is still 

higher in Northern Vaughan compared to 

Southern Vaughan, but lower than the figure 

for Central Vaughan. 

 

The median income for Jewish households 

in Aurora has decreased precipitously in the 

last 10 years, from $119,935 in 2001 to 

$85,170 in 2011. This represents the largest 

decrease of income among Jewish 

households across York Region (-$34,765).   

 

In terms of Richmond Hill, the median 

income of Jewish households has likewise 

decreased, from $100,758 to $93,167 

between 2001 and 2011. This represents a 

decrease of $7,591 in the last decade. 

 

Finally, the median income of Jewish 

households in Markham has declined from 

$130,179 to $103,082 between 2001 and 

2011, a significant decrease of $27,097. 

 

It should be noted that the median income 

for Jewish households in York Region had 

decreased by $11,820 between 2001 and 

2011. It had increased by $3,677 in the City 

of Toronto, and had remained quite steady 

for Jewish households in the entire Toronto 

CMA. On the other hand, the median 

income for Jewish households in York 

Region ($95,119) remains higher than that 

of the City of Toronto ($82,002) and the 

entire Toronto CMA ($87,383). 

 

Table 4I examines the value of dwellings 

across various areas in York Region. Only 

households that are owned by their 

occupants, and in which at least one of the 

primary household maintainers is Jewish, 

are included in this breakdown. The 

following analysis will describe dwelling 

values for seven areas: Southern, Central 

and Northern Vaughan, Aurora, Richmond 

Hill, Markham and Newmarket.  
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Table 4I 

Value of Dwelling 
Jewish Households in York Region 

(Row %) 
 

 
  Under $250,000 $250,000 - 

$374,999 
$375,000 - 
$499,999 

$500,000 - 
$749,999 

$750,000 - 
$999,999 

$1,000,000 or 
more 

# % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 540 1.9 2,790 9.7 5,570 19.3 11,870 41.2 5,475 19.0 2,595 9.0 

Central Vaughan 105 0.8 140 1.1 1,950 15.4 6,970 55.0 3,045 24.0 470 3.7 

Northern Vaughan 85 5.2 50 3.1 200 12.3 530 32.6 660 40.6 100 6.2 

Western Vaughan 0 0.0 65 16.3 135 33.8 180 45.0 0 0.0 20 5.0 

(Total Vaughan) (735) (1.7) (3,050) (7.0) (7,850) (18.0) (19,550) (44.9) (9,180) (21.1) (3,180) (7.3) 

Aurora 15 1.2 255 20.4 440 35.2 390 31.2 70 5.6 80 6.4 

Richmond Hill 290 2.7 800 7.5 2,210 20.8 4,540 42.8 2,085 19.7 685 6.5 

Markham 190 2.6 895 12.4 1,115 15.4 3,215 44.5 1,190 16.5 615 8.5 

King 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 20 9.3 15 7.0 180 83.7 

Newmarket 55 6.0 345 37.9 315 34.6 195 21.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Rest of York Region 60 7.7 220 28.4 245 31.6 205 26.5 25 3.2 20 2.6 

Total York Region 1,355 2.1 5,570 8.6 12,190 18.9 28,120 43.5 12,575 19.5 4,795 7.4 
             

City of Toronto 3,140 3.9 7,850 9.7 8,790 10.9 19,750 24.4 14,975 18.5 26,325 32.6 

Total Toronto CMA 5,015 3.3 15,190 10.0 22,535 14.9 49,340 32.5 28,115 18.5 31,430 20.7 
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Dwellings located in Southern Vaughan 

have the largest representation between 

$500,000-$749,999 in terms of their value 

(41.2%). The next highest representations 

are for values between $375,000-$499,999 

(19.3%) and $750,000-$999,999 (19%). 

Southern Vaughan has the highest 

percentage in York Region of dwellings that 

are worth $1,000,000 or more (9%). 

 

In Central Vaughan, dwellings likewise have 

their highest representation in the $500,000-

$749,999 range (55%), followed by the 

$750,000-$999,999 range (24%). 

 

The value of dwellings in Northern Vaughan 

has its highest representation between 

$750,000-$999,999 (40.6%) On the other 

hand, Northern Vaughan also has the largest 

proportion of dwellings that are worth under 

$250,000 (5.2%) in York Region. 

 

Dwellings located in Aurora have their 

highest representation in the $375,000-

$499,999 range (35.2%), followed by those 

in the $500,000-$749,999 range (31.2%). 

 

The largest representation of dwellings in 

Richmond Hill is between $500,000-

$749,999 (42.8%). In Markham, the largest 

representation is likewise between 

$500,000-$749,999 (44.5%).  

 

Finally, in Newmarket, the largest 

representation of dwelling value is between 

$250,000-$374,999 (37.9%). In fact, 

Newmarket has the largest proportion in this 

range of any area in York Region. 

 

The largest representation of dwelling value 

for the total York Region is between 

$500,000-$749,999 (43.5%). There is a 

significantly larger proportion of dwellings 

whose worth falls in this range than for the 

City of Toronto (24.4%) or the entire 

Toronto CMA (32.5%). On the other hand, 

the City of Toronto has a significantly 

higher percentage of dwellings that are 

worth $1,000,000 or more (32.6%) than 

York Region (7.4%) or the entire Toronto 

CMA (20.7%). 

 

Table 4J examines the median values of 

dwellings for Jewish, non-Jewish and total 

households across different areas of York 

Region. The highest median worth in terms 

of Jewish households is found in Northern 

Vaughan ($699,465), followed by Central 

Vaughan ($648,886), Richmond Hill 

($599,018), Southern Vaughan ($580,856),  
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Table 4J 

Median Value of Dwelling 
Total, Jewish & Non-Jewish Households 

York Region 
 

 

Median 
Total    

Households 
($) 

Median 
Jewish   

Households 
($) 

Median 
Non-Jewish 
Households 

($) 

Southern Vaughan 518,880 580,856 500,024 

Central Vaughan 551,944 648,886 545,492 

Northern Vaughan 501,532 699,465 501,293 

Western Vaughan 552,904 470,959 553,273 

(Total Vaughan) (550,512) (600,301) (549,170) 

Aurora 450,266 450,162 450,270 

Richmond Hill  598,452 599,018 598,414 

Markham 501,330 580,102 501,268 

King 697,206 1,297,018 696,912 

Newmarket 400,886 400,857 400,886 

Rest of York Region 390,151 400,387 389,998 

Total York Region 501,280 599,009 501,042 
    

City of Toronto 429,599 750,912 421,538 

Total Toronto CMA 448,947 647,967 448,599 
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and Markham ($580,102). The lowest 

dwelling values among Jewish households 

are found in Aurora ($450,162) and 

Newmarket ($400,857). 

 

In comparison to values of dwellings for 

total households in the seven areas under 

consideration, Jewish households have a 

significantly larger median worth in 4 areas 

(Southern, Central & Northern Vaughan and 

Markham), and approximately the same 

worth in 3 areas (Aurora, Richmond Hill and 

Newmarket).  

 

In Southern Vaughan, Jewish households are 

worth $61,976 more than the median for 

total households; in Central Vaughan they 

are worth $96,942 more than the median for 

total households; in Northern Vaughan they 

are worth $197,933 more than the median 

for total households; and in Markham they 

are worth $78,772 more than the median for 

total households.  

 

The highest median dwelling value among 

total households in York Region is found in 

King ($697,206), followed by Richmond 

Hill ($598,452), and Central Vaughan 

($551,944). Note that the median value of 

dwellings among Jewish households in King 

is $1,297,018. However, because there are 

so few Jewish households in King, this 

figure should be interpreted with caution, as 

it is likely subject to sampling error.  

 

The lowest median dwelling values among 

total households in York Region are found 

in Newmarket ($400,886) and Aurora 

($450,266). 

 

The Jewish Poor 
 

This report uses the Statistics Canada 

measure of poverty. According to Statistics 

Canada, a person is living in poverty if they 

reside in a household containing a certain 

number of people who earn a total yearly 

income that falls below the “Low Income 

Cut-Off” (LICO) (se Appendix 3).  Hence, 

this criterion is based solely on information 

related to household size and household 

income.  

 

Table 5A shows the distribution of Jewish 

poor across various areas in York Region. 

Only areas with a total Jewish population of 

at least 1,000 Jews will be considered in the 

following analysis. 

 

There is a large number of Jewish poor 

residing in Southern Vaughan (3,615). There  
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Table 5A 

Poverty Status  
Jewish Population of York Region 

 

 
Total 

Jewish 
Population 

Total 
Jewish    
Poor 

% 
Poor 

Total 
Poor 

(Jews & 
Non-Jews) 

% Jews       
of Total 

Poor 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 3,615 11.5 8,600 42.0 

Central Vaughan 13,495 1,705 12.6 6,990 24.4 

Northern Vaughan 1,655 255 15.4 5,110 5.0 

Western Vaughan 440 90 20.5 12,160 0.7 

(Total Vaughan) (47,135) (5,665) (12.0) (32,860) (17.2) 

Aurora 1,335 155 11.6 4,640 3.3 

Richmond Hill 11,735 1,140 9.7 26,650 4.3 

Markham 7,960 830 10.4 47,655 1.7 

King 265 25 9.4 1,000 2.5 

Newmarket 1,010 170 16.8 8,690 2.0 

Rest of York Region 825 35 4.2 7,280 0.5 

Total York Region 70,270 8,020 11.4 128,775 6.2 
      

City of Toronto 111,070 15,530 14.0 602,535 2.6 

Total Toronto CMA 188,710 24,310 12.9 978,715 2.5 
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are also noteworthy contingents of Jewish 

poor in Central Vaughan (1,705) and 

Richmond Hill (1,140). The municipality of 

Markham has 830 Jews living below the 

poverty line. 

 

In terms of the incidence of poverty, 

Newmarket has the highest relative 

percentage of Jewish poor in York Region 

(16.8%), followed by Northern Vaughan 

(15.4%) and Central Vaughan (12.6%). 

However, in absolute terms, of these three 

areas only Central Vaughan has a 

noteworthy number of Jews living in 

economically vulnerable circumstances.  

 

The lowest proportions of Jewish poor 

reside in Richmond Hill (9.7%) and 

Southern Vaughan (11.5%).  

 

The overall poverty level of Jews in York 

Region is 11.4%. This figure is well below 

that of the Jewish population in the City of 

Toronto (14%), and somewhat below that of 

the Jewish population in the entire Toronto 

metropolitan area (12.9%).  

 

York Region has about a third (33%) of all 

the Jewish poor living in Greater Toronto. It 

has only about half (51.6%) as many Jewish 

poor as the City of Toronto.  

According to Table 5A, Jews comprise large 

proportions of the total (Jewish & non-

Jewish) poor in Southern Vaughan (42%) 

and Central Vaughan (24.4%). This is not 

surprising since Jews make up almost half 

(46.6%) of the total population of Southern 

Vaughan, and almost a quarter (22.6%) of 

the population of Central Vaughan. 

 

Table 5B is an historical summary of the 

poverty levels of Jews across various areas 

in York Region, for 1991, 2001 and 2011. In 

the case of Southern Vaughan, Jewish 

poverty levels have been increasing steadily, 

both in term of percentages and absolute 

numbers. 

 

For instance, there were 3,615 Jewish poor 

in Southern Vaughan in 2011, compared to 

2,455 in 2001, and 1,760 in 1991. The 

relative proportion of Jewish poor dipped to 

7.7% in 2001, after registering a poverty rate 

of 8.4% in 1991. However, in 2011, the 

poverty rate of Jews here rose to 11.5%.  

 
In terms of Central Vaughan, the number of 

Jewish poor increased dramatically from 

160 to 1,705 between 2001 and 2011. The 

percentage of Jews living below the poverty  
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Table 5B 
Poverty Status  

Jewish Population of York Region 
Historical Summary 

 

 
2011   2001 1991 

Poor Not Poor % Poor Poor Not Poor % Poor Poor Not Poor % Poor 

Southern Vaughan 3,615 27,935 11.5 2,455 29,535 7.7 1,760 19,115 8.4 

Central Vaughan 1,705 11,785 12.6 160 1,730 8.5 15 35 30.0 

Northern Vaughan 255 1,400 15.4 10 340 2.9 30 120 20.0 

Western Vaughan 90 345 20.7 0 200 0.0 35 135 20.6 

(Total Vaughan) (5,665) (41,470) (12.0) (2,620) (31,800) (7.6) (1,845) (19,405) (8.7) 

Aurora 155 1,180 11.6 70 1,165 5.7 0 450 0.0 

Richmond Hill 1,140 10,595 9.7 775 10,275 7.0 360 7,695 4.5 

Markham 830 7,135 10.4 450 10,980 3.9 495 12,585 3.8 

King 25 245 9.3 10 245 3.9 10 155 6.1 

Newmarket 170 845 16.7 75 655 10.3 60 350 14.6 

Rest of York Region 35 790 4.2 35 505 6.5 35 290 10.8 

Total York Region 8,020 62,245 11.4 4,030 55,625 6.8 2,955 41,470 6.7 
          

City of Toronto 15,530 95,540 14.0 15,710 99,105 13.7 15,910 98,025 14.0 

Total Toronto CMA 24,310 164,400 12.9 20,090 160,435 11.1 18,945 144,130 11.6 
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line went from 8.5% in 2001 to 12.6% in 

2011. There were too few Jews living in 

Central Vaughan in 1991 to take that census 

year into consideration as well. 

 

The number of Jewish poor in Richmond 

Hill has also been rising steadily. In 1991, 

there were 360 economically vulnerable 

Jews in this municipality. This figure more 

than doubled in 2001 (775), and rose to 

1,140 in 2011. The percentage of Jewish 

poor has also increased in Richmond Hill, 

from 4.5% in 1991 to 7% in 2001, and 9.7% 

in 2011. 

 

The number of Jewish poor in the 

municipality of Markham has increased in 

the last decade, from 450 in 2001 to 830 in 

2011. The poverty level has likewise 

increase precipitously, from 3.9% in 2001 to 

10.4% in 2011.  

 

Finally, the poverty rate among Jews in 

York Region has increased much more 

noticeably than the rates of the Jewish 

populations in the City of Toronto and the 

overall Toronto CMA. For instance, the rate 

in York Region rose from 6.8% to 11.4% 

between 2001 and 2011, an increase of 

4.6%. In comparison, the Jewish poverty 

rate in the City of Toronto rose from 13.7% 

to 14%, an increase of only 0.3%. The 

Jewish poverty rate in the Toronto CMA 

rose from 11.1% to 12.9%, an increase of 

only 1.8%. 

 

Table 5C looks at the Jewish poor by age 

cohort across various areas within York 

Region. Only four areas with at least 500 

Jewish poor will be examined in the 

following analysis. 

 

The largest number of poor Jewish children 

live in Southern Vaughan (600), although 

there is also a significant representation in 

Central Vaughan (420). The incidence of 

child poverty is highest in Markham 

(16.1%), although in absolute terms this 

municipality has only 115 poor Jewish  

children. Southern Vaughan has a 10.4% 

poverty rate among Jewish children living 

there. 

 

The child poverty rate among Jews in York 

Region (10.2%) is comparable to that of the 

Jewish populations in the City of Toronto 

(10.4%) and the Total Toronto CMA 

(10.4%). 

 

In terms of Jewish adults between 15-64 

years, the largest numbers of poor are found  
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Table 5C 
Poverty Status by Age 

Jewish Population of York Region 
 

 

 

District 

Children 
0-14 Years 

 Non-Elderly Adults 
15-64 Years 

 Elderly Adults 
65+ Years 

Poor Not Poor Poor Not Poor Poor Not Poor 

# % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 600 10.4 5,170 89.6 2,370 11.1 19,075 88.9 650 15.0 3,690 85.0 

Central Vaughan 420 9.8 3,870 90.2 1,165 13.4 7,555 86.6 125 26.0 355 74.0 

Northern Vaughan 25 7.0 330 93.0 225 18.2 1,010 81.8 0 0.0 55 100.0 

Western Vaughan 45 45.0 55 55.0  40 13.3 260 86.7  0 0.0 35 100.0 

(Total Vaughan) (1,090) (10.4) (9,425) (89.6)  (3,805) (12.0) (27,910) (88.0)  (780) (15.9) (4,140) (84.1) 

Aurora 40 13.8 250 86.2  105 10.7 880 89.3  0 0.0 50 100.0 

Richmond Hill 190 7.9 2,220 92.1  790 9.7 7,315 90.3  165 13.5 1,060 86.5 

Markham 115 16.1 600 83.9  540 9.3 5,250 90.7  165 11.4 1,285 88.6 

King 0 -- 0 --  20 9.5 190 90.5  0 -- 0 -- 

Newmarket 35 15.6 190 84.4  110 15.1 620 84.9  15 30.0 35 70.0 

Rest of York Region 0 0.00 195 100.0  15 2.8 520 97.2  0 0.0 70 100.0 

Total York Region 1,465 10.2 12,880 89.8  5,400 11.2 42,725 88.8  1,160 14.9 6,645 85.1 

 

City of Toronto 1,915 10.4 16,535 89.6  9,795 14.0 60,385 86.0  3,810 17.0 18,615 83.0 

Total Toronto CMA 3,545 10.4 30,640 89.6  15,730 12.7 107,835 87.3  5,035 16.3 25,930 83.7 
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in Southern Vaughan (2,370), Central 

Vaughan (1,165), and Richmond Hill (790). 

The highest incidence of poor Jewish adults 

between 15-64 years is found in Central 

Vaughan (13.4%), followed by Southern 

Vaughan (11.1%). 

 

There is a smaller percentage of poor Jews 

15-64 years in York Region (11.2%) than in 

the City of Toronto (14%) and in the total 

Toronto CMA (12.7%). 

 

Note that Table 11C in Appendix 5 provides 

a breakdown for poverty among Jewish 

adults 15-24, 25-44, and 45-64 years. 

 

Finally, the largest number of poor Jewish 

seniors is found in Southern Vaughan (650). 

The other areas in York Region have less 

than 200 poor Jewish elderly among them. 

Jewish seniors living in Central Vaughan 

have a high incidence of poverty (26%), but 

in absolute terms, there are only 125 such 

economically vulnerable seniors. 

 

The incidence of poverty among Jewish 

elderly in York Region (14.9%) is lower 

than for those living in the City of Toronto 

(17%) or in the entire Toronto metropolitan 

area (16.3%). 

 

Table 5D shows the distribution of the most 

economically vulnerable groups for Jewish 

populations in various areas of York Region. 

For instance, in Southern Vaughan, there is 

a significant number of individuals living in 

poor Jewish families (1,525). There are also 

significant numbers of poor Jewish children 

(600) and poor individuals living in lone 

parent families (630). There is a smaller 

representation of poor non-elderly adults 

living alone (220), but a significant number 

of poor seniors (650). 

 

In terms of Central Vaughan, there is 

likewise a significant number of Jews living 

in poor families (1,095), as well as a 

noteworthy number of poor Jewish children 

(420). The number of individuals living in 

poor lone parent families is 290. There are 

only small representations of poor Jewish 

non-elderly adults living alone (45) and poor 

seniors (125) living in this area. 

 

Richmond Hill has smaller contingents than 

the two areas described above in terms of 

Jews living in poor families (430). There are 

190 poor Jewish children, 375 individuals 

living in poor lone parent families, only 65 

poor non-elderly Jewish adults who are 

living alone, and 165 poor seniors residing 

in Richmond Hill. 
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Table 5D 

Poverty Status 
Vulnerable Groups  

Jewish Population of York Region 
 

 

# Living in a 
Poor Family 
(Couple /w 
Children) 

# of Poor 
Children 

# of Poor 
Living in 

Lone Parent 
Families 

# of Poor 
Non-Elderly 

Adults 
Living Alone 

# of Poor 
Seniors 

Southern Vaughan 1,525 600 630 220 650 

Central Vaughan 1,095 420 290 45 125 

Northern Vaughan 165 25 0 0 0 

Western Vaughan 90 45 0 0 0 

(Total Vaughan) (2,870) (1,090) (920) (315) (780) 

Aurora 90 40 25 0 0 

Richmond Hill 430 190 375 65 165 

Markham 320 115 110 40 165 

King 20 0 0 0 0 

Newmarket 30 35 65 0 15 

Rest of York Region 0 0 0 0 0 

Total York Region 3,765 1,465 1,505 455 1,160 
       

City of Toronto 3,615 1,915 2,025 3,285 3,810 

Total Toronto CMA 7,685 3,545 3,665 3,830 5,035 
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Finally, Markham has 320 Jews living in 

poor families, 115 poor Jewish children, 110 

Jewish poor living in lone parent families, 

40 poor non-elderly Jewish adults living 

alone, and 165 poor seniors. 

 

It is noteworthy that there are 3,765 

individuals living in poor Jewish families in 

York Region, compared to 3,615 in the City 

of Toronto. On the other hand, the City of 

Toronto has larger numbers for all the other 

categories examined in Table 5D. For 

instance, there are 1,465 poor Jewish 

children in York Region compared to 1,915 

in the City of Toronto. York Region has 

1,505 Jewish poor living in lone parent 

families compared to 2,025 in the City of 

Toronto.  

 

There are only 455 poor Jewish non-elderly 

adults residing alone in York Region 

compared to 3,285 in the City of Toronto. 

Finally, York Region has 1,160 poor Jewish 

seniors compared to 3,810 in the City of 

Toronto. 

 
The Jewish Family 
 
 
Table 6A examines living arrangements for 

Jewish populations across different areas in 

York Region. Only areas with populations 

of at least 1,000 Jews will be considered in 

the following analysis.  

 

The highest percentage of those living in 

couple arrangements with children is found 

in Central Vaughan (77.7%), followed by 

Northern Vaughan (76.9%). The lowest 

percentage is in Markham (56.2%). In 

absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far 

the largest number of individuals living in 

couple families with children (21,225), but 

there is also a significant representation in 

Central Vaughan (10,485). 

 

In terms of individuals living in couple 

arrangements without children, the largest 

percentages are found in Markham (27.4%) 

and Richmond Hill (17.8%). The lowest 

percentages are found in Newmarket 

(10.4%) and Central Vaughan (11.2%). In 

absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has the 

largest contingent of individuals living in 

couple arrangement without children 

(5,195), followed by Markham (2,185) and 

Richmond Hill (2,090).  

 

The largest relative percentage of 

individuals living in single parent 

arrangements is found in Newmarket 

(18.9%), although their actual number is  

 

51 
 



  

Table 6A 
Living Arrangement 

Adult Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Couples with 

Children 
Couples Without 

Children 
Lone Parent 

Family Living Alone All Other 
Arrangements 

# # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,560 21,225 67.3 5,195 16.5 2,520 8.0 1,905 6.0 715 2.3 

Central Vaughan 13,495 10,485 77.7 1,505 11.2 1,110 8.2 220 1.6 175 1.3 

Northern Vaughan 1,620 1,245 76.9 280 17.3 45 2.8 50 3.1 0 0.0 

Western Vaughan 420 195 46.4 150 35.7 55 13.1 20 4.8 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (47,145) (33,150) (70.3) (7,125) (15.1) (3,730) (7.9) (2,195) (4.7) (945) (2.0) 

Aurora 1,315 950 72.2 175 13.3 105 8.0 85 6.5 0 0.0 

Richmond Hill 11,735 7,595 64.7 2,090 17.8 1,250 10.7 590 5.0 210 1.8 

Markham 7,965 4,475 56.2 2,185 27.4 635 8.0 415 5.2 255 3.2 

King 220 190 86.4 30 13.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,005 615 61.2 105 10.4 190 18.9 65 6.5 30 3.0 

Rest of York Region 810 505 62.3 200 24.7 45 5.6 60 7.4 0 0.0 

Total York Region 70,270 47,490 67.6 11,920 17.0 5,945 8.5 3,420 4.9 1,495 2.1 
            

City of Toronto 111,060 53,505 48.2 25,385 22.9 9,080 8.2 18,315 16.5 4,775 4.3 

Total Toronto CMA 188,710 105,330 55.8 38,760 20.5 15,825 8.4 22,305 11.8 6,490 3.4 
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quite small (190). About one in ten Jews 

living in Richmond Hill resides in a lone 

parent family (10.7%). In absolute terms, the 

largest contingent of persons living in a lone 

parent family is found in Southern Vaughan 

(2,520), followed by Richmond Hill (1,250) 

and Central Vaughan (1,110). 

 

Regarding individuals who live alone, the 

highest percentages are found in Aurora and 

Newmarket (both 6.5%), although they 

represent only small numbers (85 and 65 

individuals respectively). The lowest 

percentage is found in Central Vaughan. In 

absolute terms, by far the largest contingent 

of individuals living alone is found in 

Southern Vaughan (1,905).  

 

The Jewish population of York Region has a 

significantly higher percentage of 

individuals living in couple arrangements 

with children (67.6%) than that of the City 

of Toronto (48.2%) or the entire Toronto 

CMA (55.8%). 

 

On the other hand, the Jewish population of 

York Region has a smaller proportion of 

individuals living in couple arrangements 

without children (17%) than that of the City 

of Toronto (22.9%) or the total Toronto 

CMA (20.5%). 

The percentages of individuals living in lone 

parent families are comparable across the 

Jewish populations of York Region (8.5%), 

the City of Toronto (8.2%) and the entire 

Toronto metropolitan area (8.4%). 

 

Finally, there is a much lower percentage of 

Jews living alone in York Region (4.9%) 

than in the City of Toronto (16.5%) and the 

Toronto CMA (11.8%). 

 

Table 6B examines marital status across 

various areas among York Region’s Jewish 

population. Only areas with a Jewish 

population of at least 1,000 individuals are 

considered in the following analysis. 

 

The largest proportions of married 

individuals are found in Markham (55.3%) 

and Northern Vaughan (54.5%). In absolute 

terms, by far the largest number of married 

individuals is located in Southern Vaughan 

(14,880), followed by Central Vaughan 

(6,505), Richmond Hill (5,665), and 

Markham (4,400).  

 

There are generally low levels of Jews living 

in common law arrangements across York 

Region, with the figures ranging from 1.4% 

(Southern Vaughan) to 3.9% (Newmarket). 
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Table 6B 
Marital Status 

Adult Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Married Common Law Single        

(Never Married) 
Divorced / 
Separated Widowed 

# # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 14,880 47.2 445 1.4 13,335 42.3 1,590 5.0 1,305 4.1 

Central Vaughan 13,495 6,505 48.2 275 2.0 6,060 44.9 500 3.7 155 1.1 

Northern Vaughan 1,650 900 54.5 25 1.5 660 40.0 65 3.9 0 0.0 

Western Vaughan 430 215 50.0 40 9.3 140 32.6 35 8.1 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (47,135) (22,505) (47.7) (775) (1.6) (20,190) (42.8) (2,190) (4.6) (1,475) (3.1) 

Aurora 1,335 615 46.1 20 1.5 555 41.6 125 9.4 20 1.5 

Richmond Hill 11,730 5,665 48.3 335 2.9 4,725 40.3 720 6.1 285 2.4 

Markham 7,960 4,400 55.3 130 1.6 2,700 33.9 495 6.2 235 3.0 

King 240 100 41.7 0 0.0 140 58.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,015 395 38.9 40 3.9 465 45.8 90 8.9 25 2.5 

Rest of York Region 815 360 44.2 80 9.8 330 40.5 45 5.5 0 0.0 

Total York Region 70,265 34,035 48.4 1,395 2.0 29,110 41.4 3,670 5.2 2,055 2.9 
            

City of Toronto 111,070 46,520 41.9 5,190 4.7 44,945 40.5 8,325 7.5 6,090 5.5 

Total Toronto CMA 188,710 83,910 44.5 6,960 3.7 76,980 40.8 12,520 6.6 8,340 4.4 
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However, in absolute terms, Southern 

Vaughan has the largest number (445), 

followed by Richmond Hill (335).  

 

Regarding single (never married) 

individuals, the largest proportions are found 

in Newmarket (45.8%) and Central Vaughan 

(44.9%). In absolute terms, Southern 

Vaughan has by far the largest number of 

single individuals (13,335), followed by 

Central Vaughan (6,060).  

 

The largest proportions of divorced / 

separated individuals are found in Aurora 

(9.4%) and Newmarket (8.9%), although 

their actual numbers are small (125 and 90 

respectively). Southern Vaughan has the 

largest contingent of divorced / separated 

persons (1,590), followed by Richmond Hill 

(720). 

 

Finally, the largest proportion of widowed 

individuals is found in Southern Vaughan 

(4.1%). This area also has by far the largest 

number of widowed Jews in York Region 

(1,305). 

 
There is a higher percentage of married 

individuals among the Jewish population of 

York Region (48.4%) than among Jews in 

the City of Toronto (41.9%) or the total 

Toronto CMA (44.5%). 

 

The percentage of Jews living in common 

law arrangements is lower in York Region 

(2%) than in the City of Toronto (4.7%) or 

the total Toronto metropolitan area (3.7%). 

 

The proportion of single / never married 

individuals is slightly higher among the 

Jews of York Region (41.4%) than it is for 

the Jewish populations of the City of 

Toronto (40.5%) or the total Toronto CMA 

(40.8%). 

 

There is a lower proportion of divorced / 

separated Jews in York Region (5.2%) than 

in the City of Toronto (7.5%) and the total 

Toronto metropolitan area (6.6%). 

 

Finally, there is also a lower proportion of 

widowed individuals in the Jewish 

population of York Region (2.9%) compared 

to that of the City of Toronto (5.5%) or that 

of the Toronto CMA (4.4%). 

 

Intermarriage Breakdowns 
 

The 2011 National Household Survey can be 

used to analyze the incidence of  
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Table 7 

Individuals Living in Intermarried Households 
 York Region 

(Row %) 
 

 
Total Both Spouses 

Jewish Intermarried 

# # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 26,375 25,380 96.2 995 3.8 

Central Vaughan 11,940 10,665 89.3 1,275 10.7 

Northern Vaughan 1,520 1,310 86.2 210 13.8 

Western Vaughan 345 175 50.7 170 49.3 

(Total Vaughan) (40,190) (37,540) (93.4) (2,650) (6.6) 

Aurora 1,105 650 58.8 455 41.2 

Richmond Hill 9,625 8,165 84.8 1,460 15.2 

Markham 6,635 5,735 86.4 900 13.6 

King 220 165 75.0 55 25.0 

Newmarket 715 335 46.9 380 53.1 

Rest of York Region 680 300 44.1 380 55.9 

Total York Region 59,170 52,890 89.4 6,280 10.6 
      

City of Toronto 78,405 63,225 80.6 15,180 19.4 

Total Toronto CMA 143,205 118,420 82.7 24,785 17.3 
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intermarriage in the Greater Toronto Jewish 

community, and specifically in York 

Region. Intermarriage in this report is 

defined as a situation where a person who 

falls under the Revised Jewish Definition 

(See Appendix 2) marries someone who is 

not included under this criterion. It is then 

possible to cross-tabulate intermarriage with 

a number of other variables to profile those 

who are most likely to marry outside their 

faith. 

 

Table 7 looks at the geographic distribution 

of individuals (including children) living in 

different couple arrangements within York 

Region. Only areas with at least 1,000 

couples (in which at least one spouse is 

Jewish) are considered in the following 

analysis. 

 

Richmond Hill has the largest number of 

Jews living in intermarried households 

(1,460). Relatively large numbers of 

intermarried are also found in Central 

Vaughan (1,275), Southern Vaughan (995), 

and Markham (900). 

 

In relative terms, the area with by far the 

largest proportion of those living in 

intermarried households is Aurora. In fact, 

41.2% of Jews residing in Aurora live in 

such arrangements. The next highest 

intermarriage rate is found in Richmond Hill 

(15.2%).  

 

The lowest level of intermarriage is found in 

Southern Vaughan (3.8%). In fact, Southern 

Vaughan has the lowest intermarriage rate of 

any area within the entire Toronto CMA. 

The only other area that has a comparably 

low intermarriage rate is Wilson / Sheppard 

(West) (4%). For a more extensive analysis 

of the geographic distribution of 

intermarriage rates within the Toronto CMA 

please refer to Part 6 of the 2011 National 

Household Survey Analysis series. 

 

Table 7 also shows that the intermarriage 

rate for Jews living in York Region is 

10.6%, a figure that is significantly lower 

than that for the City of Toronto (19.4%) or 

the entire Toronto metropolitan area 

(17.3%). 

 

Place of Birth & Language 
 

Table 8A shows the place of birth of Jews 

residing in the various areas of York Region. 

Only areas with Jewish populations of at 

least 1,000 are considered in the following 

analysis.  
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Table 8A 
Place of Birth 

Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Canada Israel   Eastern Europe 

(excl. FSU) 
Former Soviet 

Union Western Europe Other 

# # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 18,410 58.3 2,730 8.7 1,245 3.9 4,705 14.9 925 2.9 3,540 11.2 

Central Vaughan 13,495 7,130 52.8 1,780 13.2 245 1.8 3,305 24.5 145 1.1 890 6.6 

Northern Vaughan 1,585 730 46.1 265 16.7 0 0.0 500 31.5 40 2.5 50 3.2 

Western Vaughan 415 205 49.4 30 7.2 0 0.0 100 24.1 0 0.0 80 19.3 

(Total Vaughan) (47,140) (26,470) (56.2) (4,805) (10.2) (1,525) (3.2) (8,610) (18.3) (1,110) (2.4) (4,620) (9.8) 

Aurora 1,275 830 65.1 75 5.9 0 0.0 285 22.4 25 2.0 60 4.7 

Richmond Hill 11,735 7,205 61.4 840 7.2 255 2.2 2,590 22.1 325 2.8 520 4.4 

Markham 7,965 5,045 63.3 445 5.6 235 3.0 660 8.3 255 3.2 1,325 16.6 

King 210 210 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,005 700 69.7 60 6.0 25 2.5 130 12.9 35 3.5 55 5.5 

Rest of York Region 810 635 78.4 35 4.3 0 0.0 55 6.8 50 6.2 35 4.3 

Total York Region 70,265 41,105 58.5 6,265 8.9 2,080 3.0 12,360 17.6 1,800 2.6 6,655 9.5 
              

City of Toronto 111,070 77,135 69.4 4,865 4.4 4,730 4.3 9,440 8.5 3,760 3.4 11,140 10.0 

Total Toronto CMA 188,715 123,270 65.3 11,460 6.1 7,055 3.7 22,440 11.9 5,945 3.2 18,545 9.8 
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Note that the Israeli-born in this analysis 

don't necessarily correspond to the overall 

population of Israelis, since the latter 

category can also include those who lived in 

Israel for an extended period of time but 

were not born there. A later section will 

focus more generally on Israelis and will 

attempt to cast a "wider net" in this regard. 

 

It should also be considered that those born 

in the Former Soviet Union (FSU) do not 

necessarily correspond to individuals of 

FSU extraction. For instance, the children of 

parents born in the FSU can also be 

considered as having FSU extraction, even if 

they are born in Canada or Israel. The next 

section will present data on individuals of 

FSU extraction and will attempt to widen 

the definition in this regard. 

 

According to Table 8A, Canadian-born 

individuals constitute the majority of the 

Jewish populations in all areas with the 

exception of Northern Vaughan, where they 

represent 46.1% of the Jewish population. 

Central Vaughan has the next lowest 

percentage of Canadian-born Jews with 

52.8%. Newmarket has the highest 

percentage of Jews of Canadian origin 

(69.7%).   

 

Northern Vaughan has the highest relative 

percentage (16.7%) of Israeli-born, although 

their number here is small (265). Central 

Vaughan also has a high percentage of 

Israeli-born (13.2%). In absolute terms, 

Southern Vaughan has the largest number of 

Israeli-born (2,730), followed by Central 

Vaughan (1,780) and Richmond Hill (840).  

 

There are 6,265 Israeli-born individuals 

residing in York Region. The Israeli-born 

comprise a higher percentage of the overall 

York Region Jewish population than they do 

of the Jewish populations of the City of 

Toronto (4.4%) or the total Toronto CMA 

(6.1%). There are more individuals 

originating from Israel in York Region 

(6,265) than there are in the City of Toronto 

(4,865).  

 

The largest percentage of Jews born in 

Eastern Europe is located in Southern 

Vaughan (3.9%), representing 1,245 

individuals. There are 2,080 persons of East 

European origins in the entire York Region. 

There are more than twice this number of 

East European Jews in the City of Toronto 

(4,730), and 7,055 in the total Toronto 

CMA. 
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Table 8B 

Selected Places of Birth 
Jewish Population of York Region 

Historical Summery 
(#) 

 

 
Israel   Eastern Europe (excl. FSU) Former Soviet Union Western Europe 

2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 2011 2001 1991 

Southern Vaughan 2,730 2,540 1,690 1,245 1,555 1,220 4,705 4,310 1,565 925 730 680 

Central Vaughan 1,780 285 10 245 55 0 3,305 540 0 145 20 0 

Northern Vaughan 265 20 10 0 10 0 500 95 0 40 10 0 

Western Vaughan 30 15 10 0 10 10 100 55 0 0 0 15 

(Total Vaughan) (4,805) (2,855) (1,710) (1,525) (1,625) (1,230) (8,610) (5,005) (1,565) (1,110) (755) (700) 

Aurora 75 10 35 0 40 10 285 100 15 25 35 20 

Richmond Hill 840 670 400 255 325 325 2,590 2,095 405 325 425 270 

Markham 445 490 310 235 465 450 660 610 330 255 380 645 

King 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 25 15 

Newmarket 60 0 0 25 0 0 130 30 0 35 40 20 

Rest of York Region 35 0 0 0 10 10 55 40 0 50 30 25 

Total York Region 6,265 4,030 2,545 2,080 2,470 2,160 12,360 7,885 2,435 1,800 1,695 1,710 
             

City of Toronto 4,865 4,135 4,015 4,730 8,995 13,660 9,440 11,990 8,755 3,760 4,655 5,755 

Total Toronto CMA 11,460 8,315 6,540 7,055 11,700 15,865 22,440 20,090 11,160 5,945 6,780 7,810 
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The largest proportion of Jews born in the 

Former Soviet Union is located in Northern 

Vaughan (31.5%). There are also high 

percentages in Central Vaughan (24.5%), 

Aurora (22.4%) and Richmond Hill (22.1%). 

However, in absolute terms, Southern 

Vaughan has the largest number of Jews 

born in the FSU (4,705), followed by 

Central Vaughan (3,305), and Richmond 

Hill (2,590). 

 

There are 12,360 Jews born in the FSU in 

the entire York Region. This is a larger 

figure than that for the City of Toronto 

(9,440). There is a total of 22,440 Jews born 

in the FSU in the entire Toronto 

metropolitan area. 

 

Finally, there are 925 Jews born in Western 

Europe in Southern Vaughan, and 1,800 in 

York Region. The City of Toronto has 3,760 

Jews born in Western Europe, and there are 

5,945 in the entire Toronto CMA. 

 

Table 8B is an historical summary of 

selected places of birth of Jews residing in 

various areas of York Region. Individuals of 

Canadian origin were not considered in this 

breakdown. Only four major areas will be 

included in this analysis: Southern and 

Central Vaughan, Richmond Hill and 

Markham. 

 

In Southern Vaughan, there was only a small 

increase in the last decade in terms of the 

number of individuals born in Israel, from 

2,540 to 2,730 between 2001 and 2011. 

There was a much larger increase of Israeli-

born in Southern Vaughan between 1991 

and 2001, from 1,690 to 2,540 individuals.   

 

In Central Vaughan, the increase of Israeli-

born has been very significant, from 285 to 

1,780 individuals between 2001 and 2011. 

There was also an increase of Israeli-born in 

Richmond Hill, from 670 to 840 between 

2001 and 2011. However, the Israeli-born 

diminished in Markham, from 490 to 445 

individuals between 2001 and 2011. 

 

Finally, York Region had a similar number 

of Israeli-born (4,030) as the City of Toronto 

(4,135) in 2001. The former region now has 

a larger population of Israeli-born. In 2011, 

there were 6,265 Israeli-born in York 

Region, compared to 4,865 in the City of 

Toronto. 

 

Regarding Jews born in the Former Soviet 

Union (FSU), there was a significant  
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Table 8C 
Home Language 

Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total English Russian Hebrew Yiddish Spanish Other 

# # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,555 24,975 79.1 3,995 12.7 1,580 5.0 210 0.7 400 1.3 395 1.3 

Central Vaughan 13,480 9,215 68.4 2,770 20.5 1,260 9.3 0 0.0 105 0.8 130 1.0 

Northern Vaughan 1,650 935 56.7 560 33.9 145 8.8 0 0.0 10 0.6 0 0.0 

Western Vaughan 420 335 79.8 65 15.5 20 4.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (47,145) (35,460) (75.2) (7,395) (15.7) (3,005) (6.4) (220) (0.5) (525) (1.1) (540) (1.1) 

Aurora 1,315 1,060 80.6 255 19.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Richmond Hill 11,720 9,065 77.3 2,275 19.4 260 2.2 0 0.0 55 0.5 65 0.6 

Markham 7,965 7,100 89.1 665 8.3 115 1.4 0 0.0 30 0.4 55 0.7 

King 265 265 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Newmarket 1,010 845 83.7 150 14.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 15 1.5 

Rest of York Region 815 770 94.5 30 3.7 15 1.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Total York Region 70,265 54,560 77.6 10,775 15.3 3,395 4.8 220 0.3 605 0.9 710 1.0 
              

City of Toronto 111,075 97,775 88.0 7,845 7.1 2,280 2.1 480 0.4 750 0.7 1,945 1.8 

Total Toronto CMA 188,720 158,765 84.1 19,275 10.2 5,730 3.0 700 0.4 1,455 0.8 2,795 1.5 
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increase in Southern Vaughan, from 1,565 to 

4,310 individuals between 1991 and 2001. 

However, the increase of FSU-born in the 

last decade was much more moderate, from 

4,310 to 4,705 individuals. 

 

In Central Vaughan, the number of FSU-

born Jews increased significantly from 540 

to 3,305 individuals between 2001 and 2011. 

This is the largest increase in the last decade 

registered by any group in Table 8B across 

all areas of York Region. 

 

In Richmond Hill, the number of FSU-born 

Jews increased from 2,095 to 2,590 

individuals between 2001 and 2011. This 

followed a more significant increase from 

405 to 2,095 between 1991 and 2001. In 

Markham, the number of FSU-born Jews 

increased slightly from 610 to 660 in the last 

decade. 

 

Despite the fact that Northern Vaughan does 

not have a large number of FSU-born Jews, 

it has nonetheless experienced a noteworthy 

increase for this group. For instance, the 

FSU-born population in Northern Vaughan 

increased from 95 to 500 individuals 

between 2001 and 2011. 

 

In 2001, there were 7,885 Jews born in the 

FSU who lived in York Region, compared to 

11,990 residing in the City of Toronto. The 

numbers have now reversed in terms of the 

representation of this group, with 12,360 

residing in York Region and 9,440 in the 

City of Toronto. 

 

Table 8C presents the home language of 

Jewish populations across various areas of 

York Region. The dominant language is 

obviously English in all of the areas under 

consideration, but there are some interesting 

differences among individual communities. 

 

English is the most dominant language 

among Jews residing in Markham, with 

89.1% of respondents reporting it as their 

home language. It also has very high 

percentages of use among the Jewish 

populations of Newmarket (83.7%) and 

Aurora (80.6%). The lowest use of English 

as a home language is registered by Jews 

residing in Northern Vaughan (56.7%). 

 

In terms of Russian as a home language, the 

largest percentage of use is shown in 

Northern Vaughan, where about a third 

(33.9%) of the Jewish population speaks it at 

home. The next largest percentage of  
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Table 9A 
Core FSU Extraction 

 Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total Core FSU 

Population  
Rest of Jewish 

Population 

# # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,550 7,620 24.2 23,930 75.8 

Central Vaughan 13,490 5,640 41.8 7,850 58.2 

Northern Vaughan 1,655 785 47.4 870 52.6 

Western Vaughan 435 115 26.4 320 73.6 

(Total Vaughan) (47,140) (14,170) (30.1) (32,970) (69.9) 

Aurora 1,340 410 30.6 930 69.4 

Richmond Hill 11,735 4,035 34.4 7,700 65.6 

Markham 7,965 1,100 13.8 6,865 86.2 

King 240 0 0.0 240 100.0 

Newmarket 1,010 235 23.3 775 76.7 

Rest of York Region 825 90 10.9 735 89.1 

Total York Region 70,265 20,060 28.5 50,205 71.5 
      

City of Toronto 111,065 14,945 13.5 96,120 86.5 

Total Toronto CMA 188,710 35,995 19.1 152,715 80.9 
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Russian as a home language is registered in 

Central Vaughan (20.5%). In absolute terms, 

the largest numbers of Jews speaking 

Russian as a home language are found in 

Southern Vaughan (3,995), Central Vaughan 

(2,770), and Richmond Hill (2,275). 

 

The highest percentage of Hebrew as a 

home language is found in Central Vaughan 

(9.3%), followed by Northern Vaughan 

(8.8%), although the number in this latter 

area is quite small (145). In absolute terms, 

the largest numbers of individuals speaking 

Hebrew at home are found in Southern 

Vaughan (1,580), followed by Central 

Vaughan (1,260). There are minimal 

numbers of people speaking Hebrew at 

home in the other areas of York Region. 

 

There are 400 Jews whose home language is 

Spanish in Southern Vaughan, and 210 who 

speak Yiddish at home in this area. 

 

Focus on Jews of Core FSU 
Extraction  
 

Table 9A is a summary of breakdowns 

related to Jews of “Core” FSU extraction. 

These are individuals who identified 

themselves as Jewish according to the 

Revised Jewish Definition, which uses a 

combination of religion and ethnicity to 

identify Jews (see Appendix 2). In order to 

be considered a Jew of “Core” FSU 

extraction, they also had to meet at least one 

of the following criteria: 

• The respondent was born in the FSU 
• The respondent was born after 1956 and 

the father or mother was born in the FSU 
• The individual is a child living in a 

household where a parent meets any of 
the above criteria 

 

The numbers described in Table 9A are 

lower than the figures cited by several 

community organizations related to the 

number of FSU Jews living in Greater 

Toronto, and specifically in York Region. It 

should be noted that it is likely that not all 

individuals who were of FSU extraction, and 

had some level of Jewish ancestry, 

necessarily identified themselves as Jewish 

in the National Household Survey. In fact, it 

is quite likely that their Russian ancestry 

was more identifiable through the NHS than 

their Jewish origins, for a number of reasons 

that are outlined below.  

 

Individuals who were not considered as 

Core FSU Jews were those who did not 

identify themselves as Jewish for the 

following possible reasons: 
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Table 9B 
Jews & All Others of FSU Extraction 

 York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Total FSU 
Extraction 

Core FSU          
Jews  

All Others of FSU 
Extraction* 

# # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 11,860 7,620 64.2 4,240 35.8 

Central Vaughan 10,300 5,640 54.8 4,660 45.2 

Northern Vaughan 1,870 785 42.0 1,085 58.0 

Western Vaughan 2,010 115 5.7 1,895 94.3 

(Total Vaughan) (26,045) (14,170) (54.4) (11,875) (45.6) 

Aurora 1,775 410 23.1 1,365 76.9 

Richmond Hill 13,040 4,035 30.9 9,005 69.1 

Markham 3,680 1,100 29.9 2,580 70.1 

King 515 0 0.0 515 100.0 

Newmarket 1,830 235 12.8 1,595 87.2 

Rest of York Region 1,335 85 6.4 1,250 93.6 

Total York Region 48,240 20,060 41.6 28,180 58.4 
      

City of Toronto 72,885 14,945 20.5 57,940 79.5 

Total Toronto CMA 145,020 35,995 24.8 109,025 75.2 

*Includes non-Jews, as well as Jews who did not identify themselves as Jewish according to the 
Revised Jewish Definition. 
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• They had only a tenuous affiliation with 
Judaism in terms of their ancestry, and 
may not have even been considered as 
Jewish according to the Halachic 
definition. 

• They had only a tenuous affiliation with 
Judaism in a cultural or religious sense. 

• They were reluctant to identify as Jews 
given the hardships they endured in the 
FSU, and their resulting attitude of 
suspicion toward government agencies 
prevented them from divulging their 
identity.  

• The children of intermarried Jews from 
the FSU may not have been considered 
as Jewish by their parents. 

 

The term “Core” was used to distinguish 

FSU Jews whose identity or affiliation was 

prominent enough to be identified as Jews 

using the Revised Jewish Definition (the 

same criteria of inclusion applied to the rest 

of the Jewish community) from those who 

did not identify themselves as Jews.  

 

It is certain that some Jews of FSU 

extraction (or their children) were not 

included in this definition, but it is also 

possible that community lists over-estimate 

the number of FSU Jews by including 

individuals no matter how tenuous their 

Jewish identification. There is also a 

philosophical question related to who should 

be considered as part of the Jewish 

“community”, given the strength (or 

weakness) of their affiliation. That is, if 

respondents do not identify themselves as 

Jewish, are they necessarily part of the 

community? 

 

These issues of inclusion cannot be resolved 

in the context of the National Household 

Survey, because researchers can only work 

within its parameters. However, it may have 

been useful to separately survey Jews of 

FSU origins about what ethnic or religious 

affiliations they indicated in the NHS. A 

future study should perhaps be implemented 

in conjunction with the next National 

Household Survey in 2021 that examines 

response patterns and identifications among 

FSU Jews.  

 

According to Table 9A, there are 20,060 

Jews of Core FSU extraction living in York 

Region. They represent 55.7% of the total 

35,995 Core FSU Jews living in the Toronto 

CMA. There are 14,945 Core FSU Jews 

residing in the City of Toronto. 

 

The highest relative percentage of Core FSU 

Jews is registered in Northern Vaughan, 

where almost half (47.4%) of the Jewish 

population is of FSU extraction. Central 

Vaughan also has a significant proportion of  
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Table 9C 
Core FSU Jews by Age 

 (Row %) 
 

 
Total 0-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 

# # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 7,625 1,570 20.6 1,150 15.1 1,520 19.9 2,410 31.6 975 12.8 

Central Vaughan 5,640 1,560 27.7 820 14.5 1,645 29.2 1,370 24.3 245 4.3 

Northern Vaughan 785 205 26.1 80 10.2 345 43.9 135 17.2 20 2.5 

Western Vaughan 50 0 0.0 0 0.0 50 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (14,175) (3,340) (23.6) (2,050) (14.5) (3,570) (25.2) (3,970) (28.0) (1,245) (8.8) 

Aurora 385 100 26.0 95 24.7 110 28.6 80 20.8 0 0.0 

Richmond Hill 4,035 840 20.8 595 14.7 1,110 27.5 1,135 28.1 355 8.8 

Markham 1,095 230 21.0 135 12.3 215 19.6 375 34.2 140 12.8 

King 0 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

Newmarket 240 65 27.1 45 18.8 80 33.3 50 20.8 0 0.0 

Rest of York Region 0 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

Total York Region 20,065 4,590 22.9 2,925 14.6 5,135 25.6 5,645 28.1 1,770 8.8 
            

City of Toronto 14,955 2,710 18.1 1,945 13.0 4,025 26.9 3,520 23.5 2,755 18.4 

Total Toronto CMA 35,975 7,520 20.9 4,975 13.8 9,425 26.2 9,470 26.3 4,585 12.7 
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Core FSU Jews (41.8%). About a third 

(34.4%) of the Jewish population of 

Richmond Hill comprises Core FSU Jews. 

 

In absolute terms, the largest number of 

Core FSU Jews is located in Southern 

Vaughan (7,620), followed by Central 

Vaughan (5,640) and Richmond Hill 

(4,035).  A total of 1,100 Core FSU Jews 

reside in Markham. 

 

Table 9B examines Core FSU Jews and “all 

others” of FSU extraction residing in York 

Region. Among “all others” are included 

non-Jews and individuals of Jewish ancestry  

who did not identify themselves as Jews 

according to the Revised Jewish Definition 

(see Appendix 2). It is not possible given the 

NHS parameters to know what percentage of 

“all others” this latter group represents. 

 

Core FSU Jews comprise 7,620 of 11,860 

total individuals of FSU extraction living in 

Southern Vaughan, or 64.2%.  

 

In Central Vaughan, Core FSU Jews 

represent 5,640 of 10,300 total individuals 

of FSU extraction, or 54.8%. 

 

Core FSU Jews comprise 785 of 1,870 total 

individuals of FSU extraction in Northern 

Vaughan, or 42%. 

 

In Richmond Hill, Core FSU Jews represent 

4,035 of 13,040 total individuals of FSU 

extraction, or 30.9%. 

 

Finally, Core FSU Jews comprise 1,100 of 

3,680 total individuals of FSU extraction in 

Markham, or 29.9%. 

 

Of a total of 48,240 individuals of FSU 

extraction in York Region, 20,060 (or 

41.6%) are identified as Core FSU Jews.  

 

The level of Core FSU Jews relative to all 

other individuals of FSU extraction is 

significantly higher in York Region (41.6%) 

than in the City of Toronto (20.5%) or the 

Toronto CMA (24.8%). 

 

Table 9C shows age breakdowns for Core 

FSU Jews across York Region. It is 

noteworthy that both Southern Vaughan and 

Central Vaughan have almost identical 

numbers of Core FSU Jews between 0-14 

years of age (1,570 and 1,560 respectively). 

Another large representation of Core FSU 

Jews who are under 15 years is located in 

Richmond Hill (840). 
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Table 10A 
Israeli Population of York Region 

 (Row %) 
 

 
Total Israeli Population Rest of Jewish 

Population 

# # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 31,550 3,870 12.3 27,680 87.7 

Central Vaughan 13,490 2,520 18.7 10,970 81.3 

Northern Vaughan 1,650 385 23.3 1,265 76.7 

Western Vaughan 435 70 16.1 365 83.9 

(Total Vaughan) (47,140) (6,850) (14.5) (40,290) (85.5) 

Aurora 1,335 140 10.5 1,195 89.5 

Richmond Hill 11,735 1,165 9.9 10,570 90.1 

Markham 7,965 615 7.7 7,350 92.3 

King 235 0 0.0 235 100.0 

Newmarket 1,015 135 13.3 880 86.7 

Rest of York Region 825 110 13.3 715 86.7 

Total York Region 70,265 9,030 12.9 61,235 87.1 
      

City of Toronto 111,070 8,180 7.4 102,890 92.6 

Total Toronto CMA 188,715 17,770 9.4 170,945 90.6 
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In terms of the 15-24 cohort, there are 1,150 

Core FSU Jews in Southern Vaughan, 820 in 

Central Vaughan, and 595 in Richmond Hill. 

 

The largest representation of Core FSU Jews 

25-44 years is located in Central Vaughan 

(1,645), followed by Southern Vaughan 

(1,520), and Richmond Hill (1,110).  

 

Regarding middle-aged (45-64 years) Core 

FSU Jews, the largest contingent is found in 

Southern Vaughan (2,410), followed by 

Central Vaughan (1,370) and Richmond Hill 

(1,135). 

 

Finally, Southern Vaughan has by far the 

largest number of senior (65+) Core FSU 

Jews (975), followed by 355 individuals in 

Richmond Hill and 245 in Central Vaughan. 

 

All of the above findings on the Core FSU 

Jewish population should be interpreted with 

the understanding that Jewish organizations 

in Toronto and York Region cite close to 

45,000 Russian Jewish community members 

in the entire Toronto CMA, well above the 

current number of about 36,000 Core FSU 

Jews. Explanations for this discrepancy can 

be found at the beginning of this section. 

 

 

Focus on the Israeli Population  
 

Table 10A is a breakdown of the population 

of Israelis across various areas of York 

Region. The table includes only individuals 

who identified themselves as Jewish 

according to the Revised Jewish Definition. 

In order to be considered an Israeli, they 

also had to meet at least one of the following 

criteria: 

• The respondent was born in Israel 
• The respondent identified himself or 

herself as ethnically Israeli  
• The respondent was living in Israel in 

2006 
 

It is somewhat difficult to define who is an 

Israeli. For instance, it is clear that people 

born in Israel can be considered as having an 

Israeli extraction. But how long would a 

person have to reside in Israel before being 

defined as such? Would children who were 

born in Canada also be considered as Israeli 

if their parents were identified accordingly?  

 

The above definition uses the 5-year 

mobility variable as a criterion, specifically 

that anyone who lived in Israel in 2006 was 

considered to be an Israeli. There are some 

issues related to this criterion. For instance, 

anyone who emigrated from Israel before 

2006 (and wasn’t born there) is not counted  
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Table 10B 

Israeli Population by Age 
 York Region 

(Row %) 
 

 
Total 0-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 

# # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 3,880 875 22.6 580 14.9 1,010 26.0 1,100 28.4 315 8.1 

Central Vaughan 2,525 715 28.3 395 15.6 925 36.6 405 16.0 85 3.4 

Northern Vaughan 365 60 16.4 90 24.7 135 37.0 70 19.2 10 2.7 

Western Vaughan 30 0 0.0 0 0.0 30 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (6,855) (1,665) (24.3) (1,070) (15.6 (2,100) (30.6) (1,605) (23.4) (415) (6.1) 

Aurora 115 70 60.9 25 21.7 20 17.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Richmond Hill 1,160 330 28.4 235 20.3 345 29.7 225 19.4 25 2.2 

Markham 610 110 18.0 115 18.9 210 34.4 115 18.9 60 9.8 

King 0 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 

Newmarket 75 50 66.7 0 0.0 25 33.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Rest of York Region 60 0 0.0 0 0.0 60 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Total York Region 9,045 2,275 25.2 1,455 16.1 2,810 31.1 1,995 22.1 510 5.6 
            

City of Toronto 8,180 1,690 20.7 725 8.9 3,140 38.4 1,840 22.5 785 9.6 

Total Toronto CMA 17,765 4,075 22.9 2,270 12.8 6,150 34.6 3,960 22.3 1,310 7.4 
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as an Israeli. Unfortunately, the NHS offers 

only a limited number of parameters by 

which individuals of Israeli extraction could 

be identified. 

 

It is also clear that there is overlap between 

individuals identified as having a Core FSU 

extraction (see previous section) and those 

considered as Israeli, since many individuals 

of FSU origin also resided in Israel before 

immigrating to Canada. 

 

According to Table 10A, the largest 

representation of Israelis is located in 

Southern Vaughan (3,870), followed by 

Central Vaughan (2,520) and Richmond Hill 

(1,165). There are 615 Israelis residing in 

Markham. The largest proportion of Israelis 

relative to the entire Jewish population is 

located in Northern Vaughan (23.3%); 

although the actual number of Israelis 

residing there is relatively small (385). 

 

There are more Israelis residing in York 

Region (9,030) than in the City of Toronto  

 (8,180). About half (50.8%) of 17,770 

Israelis residing in the Toronto CMA live in 

York Region. 

 

Table 10B examines age breakdowns of 

Israelis across various areas in York Region. 

The largest numbers of Israeli children 0-14 

years are located in Southern Vaughan (875) 

and Central Vaughan (715).  

 

In terms of Israeli teens and young adults 

15-24 years, the largest numbers are again in 

Southern Vaughan (580) and Central 

Vaughan (395). There are 1,010 Israelis 25-

44 years in Southern Vaughan and 925 in 

Central Vaughan. 

 
In terms of middle-aged Israelis 45-64 years, 

1,100 are located in Southern Vaughan and 

405 in central Vaughan. Finally, there are 

315 Israeli seniors in Southern Vaughan. 

 

A Summary of Jewish Populations 
within Various Areas of York 
Region 
 

The following is a summary of the findings 

regarding the Jewish populations within 

various areas of York Region. Although 

some statistics are mentioned in this 

summary, the focus is less on figures, and 

more on highlighting significant findings in 

a straightforward way. Seven Jewish 

communities are described here in order of 

the size of their Jewish population: Southern 

Vaughan, Central Vaughan, Richmond Hill, 

Markham, Northern Vaughan, Aurora, and 

Newmarket.
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1. Southern Vaughan 

Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Yonge Street 
Northern Boundary: Highway 7 
Southern Boundary:  Steeles Avenue  
  
This area has the largest Jewish population in York Region (31,555 individuals) and a very high 
Jewish population density (46.6%). Other highlights include: 
 
• The Jewish community here has reached a "saturation point", and has begun to decline in 

numbers. 
• The Jewish population here decreased by 450 individuals in the last decade. 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest numbers of Jewish children, teens & young adults, 

individuals 25-44 years, middle-aged adults and seniors in York Region. 
• The Jewish community here has a significant proportion of middle-aged parents with teens or 

young adults living at home. 
• The numbers of Jews between 0-14 and 25-44 years have decreased significantly here in the 

last 10 years. 
• The numbers of Jews 45-64 and 65+ years have increased significantly here in the last 

decade. 
• The median age of Jews here has increased by 7 years in the last decade. 
• Southern Vaughan has by far the largest full-time (Jewish) workforce in York Region. 
• Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of unemployed individuals in York Region. 
• A third of all Jewish adults in this area are inactive (not in the labour force), consisting 

mostly of students and pensioners. 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest number of self-employed individuals in York Region. 
• There are more than 2,000 Jews here relying on social welfare or disability payments. 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest number of high income households (earning > $100,000) 

in York Region. 
• The number of lower income Jewish households (< $25,000) has increased here in the last 

decade, whereas the number of high income households has decreased. 
• Jewish households here have a relatively low median income ($87,831) when compared to 

other areas in York Region. 
• The median income of Jewish households here has seen a dramatic decrease in the last 

decade. 
• There is a large number of Jewish poor residing here (3,615). 
• Southern Vaughan has a relatively low percentage of Jewish poverty (11.5%). 
• Jews comprise a large proportion of the total (Jewish & non-Jewish) poor here (42%). 
• The poverty rate of Jews here rose from 7.7% to 11.5% in the last decade. 
• The largest number of poor Jewish children in York Region live here (600). 
• Southern Vaughan has a 10.4% poverty rate among Jewish children. 
• The largest number of poor Jewish seniors in York Region is found here (650). 
• There is a significant number of individuals living in poor Jewish families here (1,525). 
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• Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of Jews living in couple families with 
children (21,225). 

• The largest contingent of Jews living in a lone parent family is found here (2,520). 
• Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of widowed Jews in York Region (1,305). 
• Southern Vaughan has the lowest intermarriage rate of any area within the entire Toronto 

CMA (3.8%). 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest number of Israeli-born in York Region (2,730). 
• The largest representation of Israelis is located here (3,870). 
• The largest number of individuals speaking Hebrew at home is found here (1,580). 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest number of Jews born in the FSU (4,705). 
• The largest number of "Core" FSU Jews is located here (7,620). 
• Southern Vaughan has a significant number of Core FSU Jews between 0-14 years of age 

living here (1,570). 
• Southern Vaughan has the largest number of Jews speaking Russian as a home language in 

York Region (3,995). 

 

2. Central Vaughan 

Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: Major Mackenzie 
Southern Boundary: Highway 7 
 
This area has a Jewish population of 13,495 and a relatively high density of Jews (22.6%). Other 
highlights include: 
 
• The Jewish population here experienced the largest increase of any Jewish community in 

York Region in the last decade (+11,605 individuals). 
• The Jewish population here is dominated by younger families, with children under 15 years, 

and parents between 35 and 44 years. 
• Central Vaughan has the largest percentage of Jewish children 0-14 years of any area in 

Greater Toronto. 
• The number of Jewish children (< 15 years) has increased dramatically here in the last 

decade. 
• There has been a dramatic increase among Jews 25-44 years here. 
• Central Vaughan has the Jewish population with the youngest median age in York Region 

(31.3 years). 
• There are almost 1,000 Jews here relying on social welfare or disability payments. 
• Central Vaughan has a very high percentage of Jewish households earning $100,000 or more. 
• The numbers of Jewish households have increased across all income levels in the last decade. 
• The most dramatic increase in the last 10 years has been for Jewish households earning 

$100,000 or more. 
• Jewish households here have a relatively high median income ($101,291) when compared to 

other areas in York Region. 
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• Jewish households here have seen the largest increase in their median household income of 
any area in York Region. 

• Dwellings owned by Jews here have a relatively high median value ($648,886). 
• There is a noteworthy contingent of Jewish poor here (1,705). 
• Jews comprise a relatively large proportion of the total (Jewish & non-Jewish) poor here 

(24.4%). 
• The number of Jewish poor here increased dramatically from 160 to 1,705 individuals in the 

last decade. 
• There are 420 poor Jewish children who live here. 
• There is a significant number of Jews living in poor families here (1,095). 
• Central Vaughan has a significant representation of individuals living in couple families with 

children (10,485). 
• A relatively large number of intermarried Jews is found here (1,275). 
• Central Vaughan has a relatively large number of Israeli-born (1,780). 
• The increase of Israeli-born has been very significant here, from 285 to 1,780 individuals in 

the last decade. 
• There is a large representation of Israelis located here (2,520). 
• The highest percentage of individuals speaking Hebrew as a home language is found here 

(9.3%). 
• There is a relatively large number of Jews born in the Former Soviet Union located here 

(3,305). 
• The number of FSU-born Jews increased dramatically here from 540 to 3,305 individuals in 

the last decade. 
• There is a significant number of "Core" FSU Jews residing here (5,640). 
• Central Vaughan has a significant number of "Core" FSU Jews between 0-14 years of age 

(1,560). 
• About one in five Jews here speak Russian as a home language. 
 

3. Richmond Hill 

This area has a Jewish population of 11,735 and a relatively low density of Jews (6.4%). Other 
highlights include: 
 
• Richmond Hill has shown a gain of 685 Jews in the last decade. 
• There has been an increase in middle-aged Jews in the last decade. 
• There has been a significant increase of Jewish seniors in the last ten years. 
• The median age of Jews here has increased by 6.7 years in the last decade. 
• In the case of household income levels, the Jewish community here has become more 

polarized, with the lower and higher income earners showing the largest increases in the last 
decade. 

• Jewish households here have seen a decrease in their median income in the last decade. 
• The lowest proportion of Jewish poor in York Region reside here (9.7%). 
• The number of Jewish poor here rose from 775 to 1,140 in the last ten years. 
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• Richmond Hill has the largest number of Jews living in intermarried households in York 
Region (1,460). 

• There is a relatively large number of Jews born in the Former Soviet Union located here 
(2,590). 

• There is a significant number of "Core" FSU Jews residing here (4,035). 
 

4. Markham 

This area has a Jewish population of 7,960 and a very low density of Jews (2.7%). Other 
highlights include: 
 
• There has been a large decline in the Jewish population here in the last 10 years (-30.4%). 
• Markham has by far the lowest level of Jewish children (< 15 years) in York Region. 
• This community is dominated by middle-aged parents who still have young adults living at 

home, or whose adult children have left the household. 
• Markham has a relatively large proportion of Jewish seniors (18.3%). 
• The number of children 0-14 years has decreased significantly in the last ten years, as have 

the numbers for the 15-24 cohort, the 25-44 cohort and the 45-54 cohort. 
• Jewish seniors have been the only age group to show an increase in the last ten years. 
• Markham has the oldest median age for Jews (52.9 years) of any area in York Region. 
• The median age of Jews here has increased by 13.7 years in the last decade. 
• The largest percentage of unemployed Jews is found here. 
• Markham has the lowest percentage of Jewish households earning under $25,000 in York 

Region 
• Markham has a very high percentage of Jewish households earning $100,000 or more. 
• The most dramatic change in terms of household income has been a decline in the number of 

Jewish households earning $100,000 or more in the last decade. 
• Markham has the highest median income among Jewish households in York Region 

($103,082). 
• Jewish households earn a striking $17,060 more than total households in this area. 
• Jewish households here have seen a significant decrease in their median income in the last 

decade. 
• The Jewish poverty level here has increased precipitously, from 3.9% to 10.4% in the last ten 

years. 
• Markham has the largest percentage of Jews living in couple arrangements without children 

(27.4%). 
 

5. Northern Vaughan 

Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: King / Vaughan Road  
Southern Boundary: Major Mackenzie 
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This area has a Jewish population of 1,655 and a low density of Jews (4%). Other highlights 
include: 
 
• Northern Vaughan has shown a gain of 1,310 Jews in the last decade. 
• Northern Vaughan has a high percentage of Jews in the economically productive age group 

of 25-44 years. 
• Jewish young adults (25-34 years) dominate the age distribution here. 
• Northern Vaughan has a Jewish community with a relatively young median age (32.5 years). 
• Northern Vaughan is the area in York Region with the highest percentage of Jewish 

households earning a total income of under $25,000. 
• The highest median worth of dwellings in terms of Jewish households is found here 

($699,465). 
• Northern Vaughan has a relatively high percentage of Jews living in couple arrangements 

with children (76.9%). 
• Northern Vaughan has the highest relative percentage of Israeli-born (16.7%). 
• The largest proportion of Israelis relative to the entire Jewish population is located here 

(23.3%). 
• The largest proportion of Jews born in the Former Soviet Union is located in Northern 

Vaughan (31.5%). 
• The FSU-born population here increased from 95 to 500 individuals in the last decade. 
• Almost half (47.4%) of the Jewish population here is of "Core" FSU extraction. 
• About a third of the Jewish population here speaks Russian at home. 
 

6. Aurora 

This area has a Jewish population of 1,335 and a very low density of Jews (2.5%). Other 
highlights include: 
 
• Aurora has shown a gain of 100 Jews in the last decade. 
• Aurora has a high percentage of Jewish teens and young adults 15-24 years. 
• The Jewish community here has a significant proportion of middle-aged parents with teens or 

young adults living at home. 
• The median age of Jews here has increased by 7 years in the last decade. 
• Jewish households here have a relatively low median income ($85,170) when compared to 

other areas in York Region. 
• The median income for Jewish households in Aurora has decreased precipitously in the last 

ten years. 
• Dwellings among Jewish households here have a relatively low median value ($450,162). 
• The largest proportion of divorced / separated Jews is found in Aurora (9.4%). 
• 41.2% of Jews residing here live in intermarried arrangements. 
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7. Newmarket 

This area has a Jewish population of 1,010 and a very low density of Jews (1.3%). Other 
highlights include: 
 
• Newmarket has shown a gain of 275 Jews in the last decade. 
• The Jewish community here has a significant proportion of middle-aged parents with teens or 

young adults living at home. 
• The lowest dwelling value among Jewish households in York Region is found here 

($400,857). 
• Newmarket has the highest relative percentage of Jewish poor in York Region (16.8%). 
• The largest relative percentage of individuals living in single parent arrangements is found 

here (18.9%). 
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Erratum 

As a result of an error in Statistics Canada programming, the 2011 figure for the total Jewish 

population of Aurora cited in previous NHS reports is erroneous. The current report cites the 

correct figure. The incorrect figure described the size of the Aurora Jewish community as 

comprising 1,200 individuals. The corrected figure is 1,335. The difference is 135 individuals. 
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Appendix 1 
Methodological Considerations 

 
The two major questions used in this report 

to define who is Jewish, namely religion and 

ethnicity, were located in what was 

previously known as the Long Form of the 

National Census. In 2011, this Long Form 

became voluntary rather than mandatory to 

fill out. Because the sample was self-

selected, this instrument became a survey 

rather than a Census.  

 

The National Household Survey (NHS) was 

distributed to a third of the households in 

Canada, compared to 20% of households for 

the Census Long Form. However, whereas 

the Census had an almost universal rate of 

response, the NHS had a 73.9% response 

rate across Canada, and 74.6% in the 

Toronto CMA. 

 

It is not clear to what extent non-response 

biases played a role in the results. For 

instance, it is possible that certain 

socioeconomic groups, such as the poor, less 

educated individuals, and recent immigrants, 

were generally less inclined to answer the 

National Household Survey. Statistics 

Canada applied sophisticated treatments to 

deal with possible gaps in the data but the 

change in methodology has meant that it is 

difficult to determine error ranges based on 

projections gleaned from the sample.  

 

This change in methodology has also made 

it difficult to compare the results of the 

National Household Survey with those of 

previous Censuses. Although some tables in 

this report present side-by-side comparisons 

of 2011 NHS data with previous Censuses, 

these comparisons should be interpreted 

with caution. 

 

A further issue is the fact that since the 2001 

Census, the number of Jews identifying 

themselves by ethnicity has declined 

dramatically. This was evident in 2006 and 

again in 2011. All those who considered 

themselves as Jewish by religion were 

included as Jews according to the definition 

employed in this report; but some who said 

they had no religious affiliation might have 

“fallen through the cracks” because they did 

not identify themselves as Jewish by 

ethnicity. 

 

There may be several reasons why there has 

been a decline in Jewish ethnic 
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identification, but only two will be 

considered here. First, since the 2001 

Census, the label “Canadian” was the first 

on the list of ethnic sample choices. This has 

changed the dynamics of the question 

significantly. It is possible that some people 

wanted to tout their attachment to Canada by 

indicating they were only of Canadian 

ethnicity. This is not an issue if they also 

indicated they were Jewish by religion. But 

if they said they had no religious 

identification, they could not be identified as 

Jewish using the traditional definition.  

  

Second, the order of sample choices is 

determined by how many people indicated a 

particular ethnicity in the previous Census 

(2006). As the number of individuals 

choosing Jewish as their ethnicity has 

diminished, the Jewish choice has fallen 

further down the list, and was therefore 

among the last sample choices in the 2011 

NHS. This may have had an impact on the 

self-reported affiliation of people.  

 

A final consideration has to do with the 

definition used to identify Jews for the 

purposes of this report. The “Jewish 

Standard Definition”, formulated by Jim 

Torczyner of McGill University, has been 

used since 1971. This definition employs a 

combination of religious and ethnic 

identification. 

 

However, given changes in how Jews have 

responded to the ethnicity question, it was 

felt that a broader definition should be used. 

Hence, elements of other questions were 

incorporated, including place of birth, five-

year mobility and knowledge of non-official 

languages. This new definition was called 

the “Revised Jewish Definition”. A full 

description of this definition can be found in 

Appendix 2. 

 

This new Jewish definition makes 

comparisons between the National 

Household Survey and previous Censuses 

even more difficult. Hence, these latter 

Censuses were re-analyzed along the lines of 

the revised definition, and whenever 

possible, these new figures are presented in 

this report. Again, all comparisons of the 

NHS with previous Censuses, and 

particularly the identification of 

demographic trends, should be interpreted 

with caution. 

 

All in all, despite the changes in 

methodology outlined above, the 2011 

National Household Survey provides an 

important opportunity to better understand 
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the demographic situation of the Toronto 

Jewish population, and to make use of this 

data for community planning and decision-

making.  

 

We are fortunate to have a national survey 

which includes questions related to religion 

and ethnicity (the American Census does 

not). Also, the National Household Survey is 

one with a much larger scope than any 

Canadian Jewish community can implement 

on its own.  
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Appendix 2 
The Revised Jewish Definition 

 

Since 1971 all major analyses related to the 

Census have utilized what is known as the 

“Jewish Standard Definition” to distinguish 

who is Jewish from the rest of the 

population. Jim Torczyner of McGill 

University and the Jewish Federation of 

Montreal formulated this definition using a 

combination of religious and ethnic 

identification. 

 

According to this criterion, a Jew was 

defined as anyone who specified that he or 

she was: 

• Jewish by religion and ethnicity. 
• Jewish by religion and having another 

ethnicity. 
• Having no religious affiliation and 

Jewish by ethnicity. 
 

Anyone who specified another religion 

(Catholic, Muslim, etc.) and a Jewish 

ethnicity was excluded from the above 

definition.  

 

It is important to note that the category of 

“no religious affiliation” is broader than that 

of “no religion” because it includes those 

who consider themselves as agnostics, 

atheists and humanists, as well as having no 

religion. Since it is possible to be Jewish and 

to have such affiliations, it was felt that an 

inclusive definition would better reflect the 

broad spectrum of Jewish adherence.  

 

Given the marked decline in the number of 

Jews who identified themselves as ethnically 

Jewish since 2001, it was decided to expand 

the above definition of Jewishness. This 

“Revised Jewish Definition” incorporates 

more than just the religion and ethnicity 

variables in the National Household Survey.  

 

According to this new criterion a Jew is 

defined as anyone who is: 

• Jewish by religion and ethnicity. 
• Jewish by religion and having another 

ethnicity. 
• Having no religious affiliation and 

Jewish or Israeli by ethnicity. 
• Having no religious affiliation and 

having knowledge of Hebrew or Yiddish 
as a “non-official” language. 

• Having no religious affiliation and born 
in Israel. 

• Having no religious affiliation and living 
in Israel in 2006. 
 

A check was done to see whether the above 

criteria would erroneously include groups 

who should not be considered as Jews. For 

instance, there are Arab Israelis who might 

have no religious affiliation. Since their 
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mother tongue would be Arabic, and they 

would likely identify as having an Arab 

ethnicity, it was straightforward to 

determine that there were virtually no such 

individuals who were wrongly identified as 

Jews according to the Revised Jewish 

Definition.  

 

All in all, the Revised Jewish Definition did 

not result in substantial increases in the 

Jewish populations of various metropolitan 

areas. The table below shows the differences 

in numbers using the revised and standard 

definitions.  

Finally, it is not possible to say how a 

person behaves “Jewishly” using any 

definition of Jewishness based on the NHS. 

For instance, we cannot know whether they 

adhere to traditions or attend synagogue on a 

regular basis. No questions of these types 

were asked in the National Household 

Survey. Despite this limitation, the fact that 

we can identify Jewish affiliation at all is 

critical for using the NHS as a tool for better 

understanding our community.  

 

Jewish Populations Based on Standard & Revised Definitions 
2011 National Household Survey 

 

  

Jewish    
Standard 
Definition  

Revised    
Jewish 

Definition  
Halifax CMA 2,080 2,120 

Montréal CMA 89,665 90,780 
Toronto CMA 186,010 188,715 
Ottawa CMA 13,850 14,010 

Hamilton CMA 5,055 5,110 
Kitchener CMA 1,970 2,015 
London CMA 2,610 2,675 
Windsor CMA 1,475 1,520 
Winnipeg CMA 13,260 13,690 
Calgary CMA 8,210 8,340 

Edmonton CMA 5,440 5,550 
Vancouver CMA 25,740 26,255 

Victoria CMA 2,630 2,740 
Total Canada 385,345 391,665 

. 
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Appendix 3 
The Definition of Poverty 

 

According to Statistics Canada, a person is 

living in poverty if he or she resides in a 

household containing a certain number of 

people who earn a total yearly income that 

falls below the Low Income Cut-Off 

(LICO).  Hence, this criterion is based solely 

on information related to household size and 

household income. The table at the end of 

this appendix presents specific low income 

cut-offs given a certain household size and 

income. 

 

There are some limitations related to this 

measure. Firstly, it does not take into 

account information regarding a person’s 

“net worth”. An individual can own a 

dwelling and an automobile yet can be 

classified as poor using the LICO criterion 

because his or her assets are not taken into 

account. There are some elderly, for 

instance, who own a house or a 

condominium, but receive a low pension 

income, and therefore fall below the poverty 

cut-off.  

 

Also, there is a measure of arbitrariness 

regarding the definition employed by 

Statistics Canada. The low-income cut-offs 

are calculated taking into account how much 

of their total income Canadian households 

spend on food, shelter and clothing, and 

(arbitrarily) estimating that households 

spending about two-thirds (63.6%) or more 

of their income on such necessities would be 

in “strained” circumstances.2 

 

The reasoning is that any household 

spending such a large proportion of its 

income on these essentials has too little 

money left over for other important 

expenditures. Using these assumptions, low-

income cut-off points are then set for 

different sizes of households. 

Another limitation of the use of the LICO as 

a measure of poverty is that it takes into 

account only three basic necessities (food, 

shelter and clothing). A more meaningful 

measurement, critics argue, would be to 

determine the cost of a "basket" of all 

necessities, including such expenditures as 

transportation, personal care, household 

supplies, recreation, health, and insurance. 

The main problem with this alternative 

approach is the difficulty of determining 

what ought to be included in the basket of 
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basic necessities of life and what ought to be 

excluded.3 

 

Another issue regarding poverty relates to 

the cost of living “Jewishly”. The current 

definition of poverty does not take into 

account the cost of maintaining a kosher 

diet, of buying various accoutrements 

necessary for proper holiday observances, or 

paying synagogue dues. Households 

experiencing financial strains may not be 

able to meet some of the basic demands of 

their traditions. This can represent a reality 

to disadvantaged observant Jews that is not 

necessarily part of the life experiences of 

secular Jews.  

 

Despite the limitations described above, 

“The Poverty Line”, as derived from the 

low-income cut-off specified by Statistics 

Canada, remains the most comprehensive 

method for assessing financial disadvantage.  

 

 

 

Low Income Cut-Offs for the year 2010 
Urban areas of 500,000+ people  

 
Household 

Size 
Household Income 

Cut-Off ($) 
Before Taxes 

Household Income 
Cut-Off ($) 
After Taxes 

1 22,637 18,759 

2 28,182 22,831 

3 34,646 28,430 

4 42,065 35,469 

5 47,710 40,388 

6 53,808 44,791 

7+ 59,907 49,195 
 

Source for the above table: Income in Canada. Published by 
Statistics Canada, June 2012. Catalogue No. 75-202-XWE. 
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Appendix 4 
Geographic Borders & Map 

 

Southern Vaughan: 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Yonge Street 
Northern Boundary: Highway 7 
Southern Boundary:  Steeles Avenue  

Central Vaughan: 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: Major Mackenzie 
Southern Boundary: Highway 7 

Northern Vaughan: 
Western Boundary: Highway 400 
Eastern Boundary: Bathurst Street 
Northern Boundary: King / Vaughan Road 
Southern Boundary: Major Mackenzie 
 
Western Vaughan:    
The rest of the west from Highway 400 
westward
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Appendix 5 

Additional Data Tables 
 
 

Table 11A 
Labour Force Activity 

Adult Jewish Population of York Region 
(Row %) 

 

 
Employed Full Time Employed Part Time Unemployed Not in Labour Force 

Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews 

Southern Vaughan 47.4 45.0 14.2 16.1 4.8 5.2 33.5 33.7 

Central Vaughan 56.8 59.1 12.4 15.1 4.9 4.7 25.9 21.1 

Northern Vaughan 55.6 64.5 13.0 12.4 4.6 4.2 26.9 18.9 

Western Vaughan 52.3 53.6 12.0 8.7 4.4 13.0 31.3 24.6 

(Total Vaughan) (52.4) (49.3) (12.8) (15.7) (4.6) (5.1) (30.2) (29.9) 

Aurora 53.7 61.4 14.7 15.2 5.7 4.3 26.0 19.0 

Richmond Hill 50.3 55.6 12.8 14.3 4.7 4.1 32.3 26.0 

Markham 47.6 48.9 11.9 18.4 5.2 6.1 35.3 26.6 

King 51.1 58.8 12.4 0.0 4.8 0.0 31.8 41.2 

Newmarket 52.8 55.4 14.3 19.7 5.6 6.4 27.3 18.5 

Rest of York Region 53.4 57.1 13.1 9.5 5.1 7.9 28.4 25.4 

Total York Region 50.8 50.7 12.7 15.7 5.0 5.1 31.5 28.5 
         

City of Toronto 46.8 46.5 11.5 15.1 6.0 4.2 35.7 34.1 

Total Toronto CMA 49.2 48.5 11.9 15.3 5.8 4.6 33.1 31.7 

Note: This breakdown includes only individuals 15+ years. 
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Table 11B 

Major Income Source 
Adult Jewish Population of York Region 

(Row %) 
 

 
Wages & Salaries Self-Employment Employment 

Insurance 
Government 

Pensions 
Other Government 

Sources* 
Other Sources 

Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews Total Jews 

Southern Vaughan 57.6 53.9 9.4 12.8 1.6 1.4 9.7 9.3 9.5 8.5 12.2 14.0 

Central Vaughan 67.1 66.2 8.1 14.3 2.0 1.7 6.5 1.5 10.4 11.0 6.0 5.3 

Northern Vaughan 66.6 63.9 6.9 11.6 2.5 3.9 6.9 2.1 12.2 14.6 4.9 3.9 

Western Vaughan 62.1 58.7 5.9 4.8 2.0 15.9 11.9 9.5 10.7 11.1 7.3 0.0 

(Total Vaughan) (62.6) (57.4) (7.4) (13.1) (2.0) (1.7) (9.6) (7.1) (10.5) (9.4) (8.0) (11.4) 

Aurora 67.1 72.2 6.6 9.6 1.4 0.0 6.3 4.5 7.6 7.1 11.1 6.6 

Richmond Hill 60.2 61.5 8.2 12.5 1.6 1.4 8.2 6.0 11.7 7.1 10.1 11.5 

Markham 58.8 57.0 6.4 12.0 1.9 1.4 9.0 7.5 13.1 6.7 10.9 15.4 

King 59.6 100.0 8.7 0.0 0.8 0.0 9.8 0.0 7.0 0.0 14.1 0.0 

Newmarket 67.4 69.4 5.7 11.1 1.6 0.0 7.8 4.2 8.5 9.0 9.0 6.3 

Rest of York Region 62.8 59.0 6.4 12.0 2.0 0.0 9.4 5.1 8.5 7.7 10.9 16.2 

Total York Region 61.6 58.5 7.0 12.7 1.8 1.6 8.9 6.8 10.9 8.6 9.9 11.8 
             

City of Toronto 55.8 49.8 6.4 12.6 2.0 1.1 10.8 10.0 15.2 7.5 9.9 19.0 

Total Toronto CMA 59.5 53.4 6.3 12.5 1.9 1.3 9.7 8.6 13.3 8.0 9.4 16.1 

Note: This breakdown includes only individuals 15+ years. 
*Includes social welfare & disability payments. 

 

 92 



 

Table 11C 
Poverty Status by Age 

Cohorts Representing Non-Elderly Adults 
Jewish Population of York Region 

 

 

 

District 

15-24 Years  25-44 Years  45-64 Years 

Poor Not Poor Poor Not Poor Poor Not Poor 

# % # % # % # % # % # % 

Southern Vaughan 605 10.7 5,075 89.3 580 10.7 4,845 89.3 1,185 11.5 9,155 88.5 

Central Vaughan 330 22.6 1,130 77.4 430 9.6 4,060 90.4 405 14.6 2,365 85.4 

Northern Vaughan 45 17.3 215 82.7 75 12.9 505 87.1 105 26.6 290 73.4 

Western Vaughan 0 0.0 35 100.0  25 17.9 115 82.1  15 12.0 110 88.0 

(Total Vaughan) (980) (13.2) (6,465) (86.8)  (1,110) (10.4) (9,525) (89.6)  (1,715) (12.6) (11,920) (87.4) 

Aurora 30 12.0 220 88.0  35 11.9 260 88.1  40 9.1 400 90.9 

Richmond Hill 235 15.0 1,330 85.0  225 7.5 2,795 92.5  330 9.4 3,190 90.6 

Markham 115 9.9 1,045 90.1  125 8.8 1,300 91.2  300 9.4 2,905 90.6 

King 0 0.0 100 100.0  0 -- 0 --  20 18.2 90 81.8 

Newmarket 45 25.0 135 75.0  30 10.2 265 89.8  35 13.7 220 86.3 

Rest of York Region 0 0.0 80 100.0  0 0.0 215 100.0  15 6.3 225 93.8 

Total York Region 1,420 13.2 9,370 86.8  1,525 9.6 14,395 90.4  2,455 11.5 18,960 88.5 

 

City of Toronto 1,800 13.9 11,140 86.1  4,000 14.6 23,470 85.4  3,995 13.4 25,775 86.6 

Total Toronto CMA 3,280 13.3 21,365 86.7  5,745 12.7 39,470 87.3  6,705 12.5 47,000 87.5 
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	2011 National Household Survey Analysis
	Part 7: The Jewish Population of York Region
	This report presents a comprehensive analysis of the Jewish population in the Regional Municipality of York (or York Region) based on the 2011 National Household Survey (NHS). It is the seventh part of a series of profiles outlining the demographic ch...
	The Jews of York Region represent a sizable proportion of the Jewish community residing within the Toronto Census Metropolitan Area (CMA). York Region has seen significant growth in the size of its Jewish population in the last three decades. The Jewi...
	However, not all Jewish populations within the various areas of York Region have grown with the same vigour. For instance, certain districts of Vaughan have seen significant increases in their Jewish population in the last decade, whereas other areas ...
	The current analysis will attempt to shed further light on such changing demographic trends, as well as provide an in-depth investigation of the composition of York Region's Jewish community. It is hoped that it will serve as an informative tool for u...
	Table 1A
	Jewish Population Distribution
	York Region
	All of the statistical tables presented in this report will include a breakdown across specific municipalities located within York Region. The city of Vaughan is divided into four major areas: Southern, Central, Northern and Western Vaughan. The stree...
	The rest of the geographic units contained in each table include the municipalities of Aurora, Richmond Hill, Markham, King and Newmarket. Also presented is a general area called "Rest of York Region", which includes the towns of East Gwillimbury, Geo...
	Each table will also include statistics for the entire York Region Jewish population. For the purpose of comparison, figures for the City of Toronto, and for the total Toronto Census Metropolitan Area, will be presented as well.
	A number of important appendices are included at the back of this report. Appendix 1 is a discussion of methodological considerations related to the National Household Survey, and their implications for interpreting the data presented in this study.
	A detailed explanation of the definition used to identify Jewishness in this report is presented in Appendix 2. A description of changes to the Jewish definition is also discussed here.
	Appendix 3 is a description of the “Low Income Cut-Offs” formulated by Statistics Canada, and how they were used to define poverty. Issues related to difficulties in defining economic disadvantage are  discussed in this appendix as well.
	Table 1B
	Jewish Population Densities
	York Region
	Appendix 4 is a description of the geographic boundaries that make up the four areas of Southern, Central, Northern and Western Vaughan. A map showing these areas is also included in this appendix. Finally, Appendix 5 presents additional data tables r...
	The reader should note that any minor discrepancies found when totalling columns or rows in the tables are due to random rounding of data. Such rounding up or down is built into the Statistics Canada processing and cannot be avoided. These rounding er...
	Basic Population Distributions
	According to Table 1A, the total Jewish population of York Region is 70,270. The Jews of York Region constitute more than a third (37.2%) of the total Jewish population within the Toronto Census Metropolitan Area (188,715).
	Almost half (44.9%) of the Jews in York Region live in Southern Vaughan, comprising 31,555 individuals. About one in five Jews in York Region (19.2%) live in Central Vaughan, comprising 13,495 persons. The Jewish populations of Northern and Western Va...
	Richmond Hill comprises 16.7% of York Region's Jewish population, or 11,735 individuals. Markham includes 11.3% of the Jews living in York Region, or 7,960 individuals.
	All the other areas described in Table 1A have fairly small numbers of Jews. For instance, Aurora has a Jewish population of 1,335 individuals, Newmarket has 1,010 and King has 270. The "Rest of York Region" has 820 Jews.
	Table 1B shows the distribution of Jewish, non-Jewish, and total populations in various areas of York Region. It also shows Jewish population density, which is defined in this report as the percentage of Jews relative to the total residents in a given...
	The area with by far the highest Jewish population density in York Region is Southern Vaughan, with Jews comprising almost half (46.6%) of its total residents. In
	Table 2A
	Historical Summary
	Jewish Population of York Region
	fact, examining the distribution of population densities across Canada, it is apparent that Southern Vaughan has the  third highest Jewish population density in the country, only behind the municipalities of Hampstead (75.2%) and Cote St. Luc (62.1%) ...
	Central Vaughan also has a relatively high density of Jews (22.6%). In all the other areas of York Region, the Jewish population comprises less than 10% of the total. For instance, Jews comprise relatively small minorities in Richmond Hill (6.4%) and ...
	The Jewish population density is 16.5% for the entire municipality of Vaughan, and 6.9% for York Region. In comparison, it is 4.3% for the City of Toronto, and 3.4% for the Toronto metropolitan area.
	An Historical Perspective
	The Jewish population of York Region experienced remarkable growth throughout the 1970s and 1980s. In 1971, there were 1,485 Jews in York Region. The Jewish population here reached 11,890 individuals in 1981, an increase of 700.7%. In 1991, the Jewish...
	Table 2A examines Jewish population distributions for the last two decades (from 1991 to 2011), for areas within York Region. It is important to investigate such historical trends, not only to develop an understanding of the evolution of Jewish popula...
	In general terms, of the ten York Region areas examined in this table, eight have shown gains, and two have shown Jewish population losses in the last decade. The area that has shown the largest decline is Markham. The Jewish population here diminishe...
	The only other area to show a loss (albeit a small one) was Southern Vaughan. The
	Table 2B
	Gains and Losses Between 2001 & 2011
	Jewish Population of York Region
	population here decreased by 1.4% between 2001 and 2011. In the previous decade (1991-2001), the number of Jews in this area increased by 53%, after registering remarkable gains throughout the 1980s. In short, it appears that the Jewish population of ...
	The area showing the largest relative gain in York Region is Central Vaughan. The Jewish population here increased by 614% in the last decade. Between 1991 and 2001 the Jewish population of Central Vaughan showed a striking gain as well. Of all the ar...
	There have been significant relative gains in Northern and Western Vaughan (379.7% and 117.5% respectively), although in absolute terms, the gain in Western Vaughan has not been remarkable, amounting to only 235 individuals.
	The size of the Jewish population in Richmond Hill grew by only 6.2% between 2001 and 2011, after increasing by 37.2% between 1991 and 2001. There seems to be continued momentum for growth for the Richmond Hill Jewish community, albeit not as remarkab...
	The municipality of Newmarket has seen a gain of 37.4% in the size of its Jewish population between 2001 and 2011. However, in absolute terms, this gain has represented only 275 individuals.
	The Jewish communities of Aurora and King have both seen relative growths in the size of their Jewish populations (8.1% and 8% respectively); but in absolute terms, these increases have only been minor (100 and 20 individuals respectively). In fact, g...
	The Jewish population of York Region has increased by 17.7% in the last decade, with most of the growth transpiring in Central Vaughan. This growth in the number of York Region Jews has been significantly more robust than that for the entire Toronto C...
	Table 3A
	Age Breakdowns
	Jewish Population of York Region
	(Column %)
	City of Toronto has declined by 3.4% in the last decade.
	Table 2B is a summary of Jewish population gains and losses across various areas within York Region between 2001 and 2011. This table is rank ordered by descending values. It can be seen that Central Vaughan had an increase of almost nine times as man...
	Central Vaughan accounted for 80% of the total gain (not counting losses) of 14,510 Jews for the entire York Region. Further calculations reveal that Central Vaughan accounted for 56.3% of the total gain (not counting losses) of 20,620 Jews for the To...
	Northern Vaughan had the next highest increase (1,310 individuals), followed by Richmond Hill (685). All the other areas had increases of less than 300 Jews (or they experienced losses). For instance, "Rest of York Region" had an increase of 280 Jews ...
	The Jewish community in the municipality of King experienced the least change in size, with a net gain of merely 20 individuals between 2001 and 2011.
	Finally, the Jewish community with the most significant decline in the last decade was Markham, with a decrease of 3,470 persons. Southern Vaughan had a loss of 450 Jews between 2001 and 2011.
	York Region had a net gain of 10,585 Jews, more than the gain for the entire Jewish population of the Toronto CMA (8,005). This is because losses of Jews were larger in areas outside of York Region. For instance, the City of Toronto lost 3,900 Jews in...
	Age Breakdowns
	Table 3A compares the proportions of age groups across various areas in York Region. For instance, by looking at the column percentages in this table, we can see where the largest proportions of Jewish children,
	Table 3B
	Age Breakdowns
	Jewish Population of York Region
	(Row %)
	young adults and elderly reside in the entire York Region.
	As Table 3A shows, Southern Vaughan has the largest number of Jewish children younger than 15 years (5,765), or 40.2% of total Jewish children in York Region. In other words, more than one in three Jewish children in York Region reside in Southern Vau...
	Central Vaughan has the next largest number (4,285), or 29.9% of all Jews 0-14 years in York Region. In short, Southern and Central Vaughan have 70.1% of all Jewish children residing in York Region.
	Richmond Hill has 2,410 Jewish children, or 16.8% of all Jewish children in York Region. Markham has 715 Jewish children or 5% of the total. All the other areas have less than 400 Jewish children, and less than 3% of the total in York Region.
	In terms of Jewish teenagers and young adults (15-24 years), the largest number resides in Southern Vaughan (5,685), or 52.7% of the total for this age group in York Region. Richmond Hill has the next highest figure in this cohort (1,560), or 14.5% of...
	Regarding the economically productive cohort of 25-44 years, Southern Vaughan again has the highest figure with 5,430, or 34.2% of the total for this age group in York Region. Central Vaughan follows closely with 4,500, or 28.3% of the total. Signific...
	Southern Vaughan also has the largest number of Jews in the 45-64 age group (10,335), or 48.2% of the total for York Region. There are 3,520 individuals between 45-64 years in the Richmond Hill; 3,205 in Markham; and 2,770 in Central Vaughan. It can b...
	Finally, Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of Jewish seniors, with 4,345, or 55.7% of the total Jewish elderly
	Table 3C
	Detailed Age Breakdowns
	Jewish Population of York Region
	population in York Region. There are also significant Jewish elderly populations in Markham (1,455) and Richmond Hill (1,225).
	Table 3B shows the percentages of age cohorts UwithinU a certain geographic area. Using this table, we can determine the “relative” proportion of children, young adults or elderly residing in a given area. Because the cell sizes are small for some are...
	Almost a third (31.8%) of the Jewish population in Central Vaughan comprises children 0-14 years. This finding suggests that this area has a large proportion of younger Jewish families. In fact, Central Vaughan has the largest percentage of Jewish chi...
	All the other major areas in this table (except Markham) have a fairly narrow range of percentages (18.3% to 22.4%) for the 0-14 cohort. The Jewish community of Markham has by far the lowest level of children in York Region (9%). In fact, with the exc...
	In terms of Jewish teens and young adults 15-24 years, the largest percentage is found in Aurora (18.4%), followed by Southern Vaughan (18%) and Newmarket (17.9%). The lowest proportion of Jews 15-24 years is found in Central Vaughan (10.8%).
	Regarding the economically productive age group of 25-44 years, the highest percentage is found in Northern Vaughan (34.9%), followed closely by Central Vaughan (33.4%). The lowest relative percentages of Jews 25-44 years are found in Southern Vaughan...
	In terms of the 45-64 age group, the highest percentages are found in Markham (40.2%), Southern Vaughan (32.7%), and Richmond Hill (30%). Further analysis reveals that the Jewish community of Markham has the highest percentage of middle-aged Jews of a...
	Table 3D
	Age Breakdowns
	Jewish Population of York Region
	Historical Summery
	proportion of Jews 45-64 years is found in Central Vaughan (20.5%).
	Finally, Markham has the highest proportion of Jewish seniors (18.3%), somewhat above the level of elderly Jews in the Toronto CMA generally (16.4%). The Jewish population with the lowest proportion of seniors is Central Vaughan (3.5%). Northern Vaugh...
	What do these age distributions indicate about the demographic profiles of the Jewish populations living in these various areas of York Region? It appears that the Jewish population of Central Vaughan is dominated by younger families, with children un...
	The Jewish community of Markham is at the opposite end of the age spectrum, with a significant bulge of middle-aged Jews, and a large proportion of seniors as well. The needs of this much older population will differ significantly from Central Vaughan.
	The breakdowns in the following table will yield more information about these different age profiles for various municipalities and districts.
	Table 3C presents detailed age breakdowns for Jewish populations within different areas of York Region. The age distribution of Jews living in Southern Vaughan peaks in the 15-24 and 45-54 cohorts. This suggests that there is a significant proportion ...
	The Central Vaughan Jewish community shows a bulge of children 5-14 years, and adults 35-44, again suggesting that younger Jewish families dominate the demographic landscape of Central Vaughan.
	The Richmond Hill Jewish population does not have a particularly dominant age cohort, although there are higher levels between 5-24 years, and 35-64 years. In short, the Richmond Hill community is more varied in terms of its age composition than the o...
	Finally, the Markham Jewish population peaks at 15-24 and 55-64 years. This community is dominated by middle-aged
	Table 3D
	Age Breakdowns
	Jewish Population of York Region
	Historical Summery
	(Cont'd)
	individuals who still have young adults living at home, or whose adult children have left the household. By the time of the next National Household Survey in 2021, the Markham Jewish population will be dominated by seniors 65-74 years, assuming that t...
	Briefly examining the age distributions of other Jewish communities within York Region, it is noteworthy that the Northern Vaughan distribution peaks at 25-34, suggesting that Jewish young adults dominate this distribution (although there are much few...
	The Aurora Jewish population peaks at 15-24 and 45-54 years. The Newmarket Jewish community has a similar age distribution.
	Table 3D is an historical summary showing age distributions for 2011, 2001 and 1991 across various areas in York Region. Due to the large number of columns, Table 3D spreads out over two pages. Only four areas will be considered in the following analy...
	In terms of Southern Vaughan, the number of children 0-14 years has decreased significantly in the last decade, from 8,265 in 2001 to 5,765 in 2011. The number in the 15-24 cohort has increased slightly from 5,065 to 5,685. The number of Jews between ...
	The Central Vaughan Jewish community has experienced a reverse trend in terms of the 0-14 cohort, compared to Southern Vaughan. The number of children has increased dramatically here from 575 to 4,285 individuals between 2001 and 2011. The number of J...
	Table 3E
	Median Ages for Jewish, Non-Jewish & Total Populations
	York Region
	The Richmond Hill Jewish community has experienced only a slight decline in the number of children 0-14 years, from 2,755 in 2001 to 2,410 in 2011. In fact, the numbers here have remained fairly steady for the last two decades. The number of individua...
	Finally, the number of children 0-14 years has decreased significantly in Markham, from 1,840 to 715 persons between 2001 and 2011. Note the striking decrease in the size of this cohort between 1991 and 2001. There has also been a decrease in the 15-2...
	Table 3E looks at median ages for Jewish, non-Jewish and total populations across various areas in York Region. Only areas with at least 1,000 Jews will be considered in this analysis.
	The Jewish populations with the youngest median ages include those in Central Vaughan (31.3 years) and Northern Vaughan (32.5 years). In fact, these two areas have the youngest median ages for Jews of any area in Greater Toronto. The median age for Je...
	At the other end of the distribution, Markham has the oldest median age for Jews (52.9 years) of any area in York Region. This figure is much higher than that for the Jewish population of the Toronto CMA (40.6 years).  The Southern Vaughan Jewish comm...
	All in all, the median age of Jews living in York Region (38.4 years) is below that of
	Table 3F
	Median Age
	Jewish Population of York Region
	Historical Summery
	the entire Jewish population living in the Toronto CMA (40.6 years), and that of Jews residing in the City of Toronto (42.1 years).
	An examination of the distribution of median ages for Jews relative to total populations reveals that Jews are older, on average, in only one area, namely Markham. The discrepancy between the median age of Jews and that of the total population in Mark...
	Jewish populations are younger than the totals in the other six areas of York Region under consideration in this table. The largest discrepancy between the Jewish and total populations is in Newmarket where Jews are 4.7 years younger than the total. T...
	Table 4A
	Labour Force Activity
	Adult Jewish Population of York Region
	(Row %)
	Finally, the largest percentage of inactive individuals (those not in the labour force: including students, homemakers or pensioners) is found in Southern Vaughan (33.7%). In fact, a third of all Jewish adults in this area are inactive, representing 8...
	A comparison of the labour force activities of Jews and total populations across York Region is presented in Table 11A, Appendix 5.
	Table 4B examines the major income source of Jewish adults in York Region. This variable refers to that income source that makes up the largest proportion of an individual's total income. Only areas with at least 950 Jewish adults are considered in th...
	Note that the total number of adult Jews under consideration in this table is different
	Table 4B
	Major Income Source
	Adult Jewish Population of York Region
	(Row %)
	from the breakdown for labour force activity (Table 4A). This is because individuals who did not earn any income were not included in this table.
	The area with the highest percentage of wage & salary earners is found in Aurora (72.2%), followed by Central Vaughan (66.2%). However, in absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of wage & salary earners (13,155).
	The largest proportion of self-employed individuals is located in Central Vaughan (14.3%); although in absolute terms, Southern Vaughan again has the highest number (3,120).
	The percentage of self-employed individuals in York Region (12.7%) is very similar to that of adult Jews living in the City of Toronto (12.6%) and those residing in the Toronto CMA (12.5%).
	The percentage of individuals relying on employment insurance is quite low across the various areas under consideration, with the highest percentage found in Northern Vaughan (3.9%). In absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has the largest number of Jews r...
	There is a slightly higher percentage of Jews relying on employment insurance in York Region (1.6%), compared to the City of Toronto (1.1%) and the Toronto CMA (1.3%).
	In terms of individuals relying on government pensions, the largest proportion is evident in Southern Vaughan (9.3%), followed by Markham (7.5%). There are very low percentages of Jews relying on government pensions in Central and Northern Vaughan (1....
	The percentage of individuals relying on government pensions is lower in York Region (6.8%) than that for the Jewish populations of the City of Toronto (10%) or the total Toronto CMA (8.6%).
	In terms of income from “Other Government Sources”, such as social welfare or disability
	Table 4C
	Household Income
	Jewish Households in York Region
	(Row %)
	payments, the highest percentages are found in Northern and Central Vaughan (14.6% and 11% respectively). However, in absolute terms, the largest number is found in Southern Vaughan (2,085), although there is also a significant representation in Centr...
	The percentage of Jews collecting payments from “Other Government Sources” is slightly higher in York Region (8.6%) compared to those living in the City of Toronto (7.5%) or the Toronto CMA (8%).
	A comparison of the major income sources of Jews and total populations residing within York Region is presented in Table 11B, Appendix 5.
	Table 4C examines household income across various areas within York Region. A household is considered to be a Jewish one if at least one of the primary household maintainers is identified as a Jew according to the Revised Jewish Definition (see Append...
	The area with the highest percentage of Jewish households earning a total income of under $25,000 is Northern Vaughan (18.5%). Markham has the lowest percentage of Jewish households earning under $25,000 (7.9%). In absolute terms, by far the largest n...
	There is a smaller proportion of Jewish households earning under $25,000 in York Region (10.4%) than in the City of Toronto (15.7%) or the total Toronto CMA (13.8%).
	In terms of Jewish households earning $25,000-$49,999, the largest percentage is located in Southern Vaughan (16.6%), and the lowest percentage is in Northern Vaughan (8.3%). Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of Jewish households earning ...
	The percentage of Jewish households earning $25,000-$49,999 is lower for York Region (14.6%) than for those in the City of Toronto (16.8%) or the total Toronto CMA (16%).
	Table 4D
	Detailed Household Income
	Jewish Households in York Region
	In terms of Jewish households earning $50,000-$99,999, the largest proportion is found in Aurora (39.3%), and the smallest is in Northern Vaughan (24.1%). However, in absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has the largest number of households earning $50,00...
	There is a higher percentage of Jewish households earning $50,000-$99,999 in York Region (27.3%) than in the City of Toronto (25%) or the Toronto CMA (25.8%).
	Finally, the highest percentages of Jewish households earning $100,000 or more are found in Central Vaughan and Markham (both 52%). These two areas have the largest proportions of high-income households, at least from a relative standpoint. In absolut...
	The percentage of Jewish households earning at least $100,000 is higher in York Region (47.8%) than in the City of Toronto (42.5%) or the Toronto CMA (44.4%).
	Table 4D is a detailed breakdown of household income for Jewish households located in various areas of York Region. Only four areas with at least 1,000 Jewish households will be considered here.
	Looking first at Southern Vaughan, it is apparent that the household income distribution peaks at $100,000-$149,999. The household income distribution in Central Vaughan also peaks at $100,000-$149,999.
	The Richmond Hill community peaks at $150,000-$249,999. Finally, the household income distribution of Markham likewise peaks at $150,000-$249,999.
	In Table 4E, the researchers have assigned five labels to various income levels, to make the statistical breakdowns more intuitively understandable. They are: "Low Income" (Under $29,999), "Low-Middle Income" ($30,000-$49,999), "Middle Income" ($50,00...
	Table 4E
	Household Income Categories
	Jewish Households in York Region
	(Row %)
	Key: Low Income (Under $29,999), Low-Middle Income ($30,000-$49,999), Middle Income ($50,000-$99,999), High-Middle Income ($100,000-$149,000), and High Income ($150,000 or more).
	The area with the highest percentage of low income Jewish households is Northern Vaughan (19.6%), whereas Aurora has the smallest proportion of low income households (8%). However, in absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of l...
	The percentage of low income Jewish households in York Region (14.1%) is below that of the City of Toronto (19.4%) and the Toronto CMA (17.4%).
	Southern Vaughan has the highest percentage of low-middle income households (11.7%), whereas Northern Vaughan has the lowest percentage (6.5%). In terms of absolute numbers, Southern Vaughan has by far the lowest number of low-middle income Jewish hou...
	York Region has a lower percentage of low-middle income Jewish households (10.9%) than the City of Toronto (13.1%) or the Toronto CMA (12.4%).
	Aurora has by far the largest proportion of middle income Jewish households (40.7%) than any other area in York Region, whereas Northern Vaughan has the lowest percentage (24.3%). Southern Vaughan has the largest number of middle income Jewish  househ...
	York Region has a larger proportion of middle income Jewish households (27.3%) than the City of Toronto (25%) or the Toronto CMA (25.8%).
	The area with the highest percentage of high-middle income Jewish households is Central Vaughan (24.7%), whereas Markham (18.4%) and Southern Vaughan (18.6%) have the lowest percentages. Southern Vaughan has the highest number of high-middle income ho...
	York Region has a significantly higher percentage of high-middle income Jewish households (20.3%) than the City of Toronto (14.3%) or the entire Toronto CMA (16.6%).
	Table 4F
	Household Income
	Jewish Households in York Region
	Historical Summery
	(%)
	Finally, Markham has the highest percentage of high income Jewish households (33.5%). In other words, a third of Jewish households in Markham are at the highest income level under consideration in Table 4E. The lowest percentage of high income Jewish ...
	The percentage of high income Jewish households in York Region (27.4%) is lower than in the City of Toronto (28.2%) and comparable to the figure for the entire Toronto CMA (27.8%).
	Table 4F presents an historical summary of Jewish household incomes for the years 1991, 2001 and 2011. The 1991 and 2001 income figures are expressed in 2010 constant dollars to account for inflation.
	In terms of Southern Vaughan, the number of Jewish households earning under $25,000 has increased in the last decade, from 700 to 1,255. The number of households earning $25,000-$49,999 has increased as well, from 1,130 to 1,795. On the other hand, th...
	In Central Vaughan, the numbers of Jewish households have increased across all income categories in the last decade. However, the most dramatic increase has been for Jewish households earning $100,000 or more, from 265 to 2,175 between 2001 and 2011.
	Regarding Richmond Hill, the number of Jewish households earning under $25,000 has increased from 180 to 465 in the last decade. The number earning $25,000-$49,999 has increased as well, whereas the number earning $50,000-$99,999 has remained fairly s...
	Finally, the number of Jewish Households earning under $25,000 has increased slightly in Markham, as has the number of those earning between $25,000-$49,999. On the
	Median Household Income
	Total, Jewish & Non-Jewish Households
	York Region
	other hand, there was a slight decrease of Jewish households earning $50,000-$99,999. The most dramatic change was a decline in the number of Jewish households earning $100,000 or more, from 2,320 to 1,675 in the last decade.
	Table 4G examines the median household incomes of Jewish, non-Jewish and total households across different areas of York Region. Only areas with at least 500 Jewish households are considered in the following analysis.
	In terms of Jewish households, the area with the highest median income is Markham   ($103,082), followed by Central Vaughan ($101,291). The lowest median incomes are registered by Jewish households in Aurora ($85,170) and Southern Vaughan ($87,831).
	The median income for Jewish households in York Region ($95,119) is significantly higher than the median income for Jewish households in the City of Toronto ($82,002) or the Toronto CMA ($87,383).
	Of the six relevant areas examined in Table 4G, four have median Jewish household incomes that are higher than the total: Southern Vaughan, Central Vaughan, Richmond Hill and Markham. The largest discrepancy between Jewish and total median household i...
	The two areas where Jewish households have a lower median income than total households are Northern Vaughan and Aurora. In fact, Jewish households earn $16,753 less than total households in Aurora.
	Jewish households earn $95,119 in York Region as a whole, compared to $89,100 for total households. In other words, Jewish households earn $6,019 more than total households in York Region.
	Table 4H is an historical summary of median incomes for Jewish households across York Region, for the years 1991, 2001 and 2011. The 1991 and 2001 figures were adjusted for inflation and displayed as 2010 constant dollars.
	The median income of Jewish households in Southern Vaughan has seen a dramatic decrease in the last decade, from $104,830 in 2001 to $87,831 in 2011. This represents
	Table 4H
	Median Household Income
	Jewish Households in York Region
	Historical Summery
	a noteworthy decline in the median income of Jewish households located in Southern Vaughan of $17,000 in the last 10 years.
	Jewish households in Central Vaughan have seen an increase in their median household income, from $93,641 in 2001 to $101,291 in 2011, a gain of $7,650. This is the largest increase of Jewish household income for any of the six major areas considered ...
	In Northern Vaughan, Jewish households have seen a decrease in their median income in the last decade, from $98,095 to $91,960, a difference of -$6,135. However, the 2011 median income for Jewish household is still higher in Northern Vaughan compared ...
	The median income for Jewish households in Aurora has decreased precipitously in the last 10 years, from $119,935 in 2001 to $85,170 in 2011. This represents the largest decrease of income among Jewish households across York Region (-$34,765).
	In terms of Richmond Hill, the median income of Jewish households has likewise decreased, from $100,758 to $93,167 between 2001 and 2011. This represents a decrease of $7,591 in the last decade.
	Finally, the median income of Jewish households in Markham has declined from $130,179 to $103,082 between 2001 and 2011, a significant decrease of $27,097.
	It should be noted that the median income for Jewish households in York Region had decreased by $11,820 between 2001 and 2011. It had increased by $3,677 in the City of Toronto, and had remained quite steady for Jewish households in the entire Toronto...
	Table 4I examines the value of dwellings across various areas in York Region. Only households that are owned by their occupants, and in which at least one of the primary household maintainers is Jewish, are included in this breakdown. The following an...
	Value of Dwelling
	Jewish Households in York Region
	(Row %)
	Dwellings located in Southern Vaughan have the largest representation between $500,000-$749,999 in terms of their value (41.2%). The next highest representations are for values between $375,000-$499,999 (19.3%) and $750,000-$999,999 (19%). Southern Va...
	In Central Vaughan, dwellings likewise have their highest representation in the $500,000-$749,999 range (55%), followed by the $750,000-$999,999 range (24%).
	The value of dwellings in Northern Vaughan has its highest representation between $750,000-$999,999 (40.6%) On the other hand, Northern Vaughan also has the largest proportion of dwellings that are worth under $250,000 (5.2%) in York Region.
	Dwellings located in Aurora have their highest representation in the $375,000-$499,999 range (35.2%), followed by those in the $500,000-$749,999 range (31.2%).
	The largest representation of dwellings in Richmond Hill is between $500,000-$749,999 (42.8%). In Markham, the largest representation is likewise between $500,000-$749,999 (44.5%).
	Finally, in Newmarket, the largest representation of dwelling value is between $250,000-$374,999 (37.9%). In fact, Newmarket has the largest proportion in this range of any area in York Region.
	The largest representation of dwelling value for the total York Region is between $500,000-$749,999 (43.5%). There is a significantly larger proportion of dwellings whose worth falls in this range than for the City of Toronto (24.4%) or the entire Tor...
	Table 4J examines the median values of dwellings for Jewish, non-Jewish and total households across different areas of York Region. The highest median worth in terms of Jewish households is found in Northern Vaughan ($699,465), followed by Central Vau...
	Table 4J
	Median Value of Dwelling
	Total, Jewish & Non-Jewish Households
	York Region
	and Markham ($580,102). The lowest dwelling values among Jewish households are found in Aurora ($450,162) and Newmarket ($400,857).
	In comparison to values of dwellings for total households in the seven areas under consideration, Jewish households have a significantly larger median worth in 4 areas (Southern, Central & Northern Vaughan and Markham), and approximately the same wort...
	In Southern Vaughan, Jewish households are worth $61,976 more than the median for total households; in Central Vaughan they are worth $96,942 more than the median for total households; in Northern Vaughan they are worth $197,933 more than the median f...
	The highest median dwelling value among total households in York Region is found in King ($697,206), followed by Richmond Hill ($598,452), and Central Vaughan ($551,944). Note that the median value of dwellings among Jewish households in King is $1,29...
	The lowest median dwelling values among total households in York Region are found in Newmarket ($400,886) and Aurora ($450,266).
	The Jewish Poor
	Table 5A
	Poverty Status
	Jewish Population of York Region
	In terms of the incidence of poverty, Newmarket has the highest relative percentage of Jewish poor in York Region (16.8%), followed by Northern Vaughan (15.4%) and Central Vaughan (12.6%). However, in absolute terms, of these three areas only Central ...
	The lowest proportions of Jewish poor reside in Richmond Hill (9.7%) and Southern Vaughan (11.5%).
	The overall poverty level of Jews in York Region is 11.4%. This figure is well below that of the Jewish population in the City of Toronto (14%), and somewhat below that of the Jewish population in the entire Toronto metropolitan area (12.9%).
	York Region has about a third (33%) of all the Jewish poor living in Greater Toronto. It has only about half (51.6%) as many Jewish poor as the City of Toronto.
	According to Table 5A, Jews comprise large proportions of the total (Jewish & non-Jewish) poor in Southern Vaughan (42%) and Central Vaughan (24.4%). This is not surprising since Jews make up almost half (46.6%) of the total population of Southern Vau...
	Table 5B is an historical summary of the poverty levels of Jews across various areas in York Region, for 1991, 2001 and 2011. In the case of Southern Vaughan, Jewish poverty levels have been increasing steadily, both in term of percentages and absolut...
	For instance, there were 3,615 Jewish poor in Southern Vaughan in 2011, compared to 2,455 in 2001, and 1,760 in 1991. The relative proportion of Jewish poor dipped to 7.7% in 2001, after registering a poverty rate of 8.4% in 1991. However, in 2011, th...
	In terms of Central Vaughan, the number of Jewish poor increased dramatically from 160 to 1,705 between 2001 and 2011. The percentage of Jews living below the poverty
	Table 5B
	Poverty Status
	Jewish Population of York Region
	Historical Summary
	line went from 8.5% in 2001 to 12.6% in 2011. There were too few Jews living in Central Vaughan in 1991 to take that census year into consideration as well.
	The number of Jewish poor in Richmond Hill has also been rising steadily. In 1991, there were 360 economically vulnerable Jews in this municipality. This figure more than doubled in 2001 (775), and rose to 1,140 in 2011. The percentage of Jewish poor ...
	The number of Jewish poor in the municipality of Markham has increased in the last decade, from 450 in 2001 to 830 in 2011. The poverty level has likewise increase precipitously, from 3.9% in 2001 to 10.4% in 2011.
	Finally, the poverty rate among Jews in York Region has increased much more noticeably than the rates of the Jewish populations in the City of Toronto and the overall Toronto CMA. For instance, the rate in York Region rose from 6.8% to 11.4% between 2...
	Table 5C looks at the Jewish poor by age cohort across various areas within York Region. Only four areas with at least 500 Jewish poor will be examined in the following analysis.
	The largest number of poor Jewish children live in Southern Vaughan (600), although there is also a significant representation in Central Vaughan (420). The incidence of child poverty is highest in Markham (16.1%), although in absolute terms this muni...
	The child poverty rate among Jews in York Region (10.2%) is comparable to that of the Jewish populations in the City of Toronto (10.4%) and the Total Toronto CMA (10.4%).
	Poverty Status by Age
	Jewish Population of York Region
	Table 5D
	Poverty Status
	Vulnerable Groups
	Jewish Population of York Region
	The Jewish Family
	Table 6A examines living arrangements for Jewish populations across different areas in York Region. Only areas with populations of at least 1,000 Jews will be considered in the following analysis.
	The highest percentage of those living in couple arrangements with children is found in Central Vaughan (77.7%), followed by Northern Vaughan (76.9%). The lowest percentage is in Markham (56.2%). In absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the larg...
	In terms of individuals living in couple arrangements without children, the largest percentages are found in Markham (27.4%) and Richmond Hill (17.8%). The lowest percentages are found in Newmarket (10.4%) and Central Vaughan (11.2%). In absolute term...
	The largest relative percentage of individuals living in single parent arrangements is found in Newmarket (18.9%), although their actual number is
	Table 6A
	Living Arrangement
	Adult Jewish Population of York Region
	(Row %)
	quite small (190). About one in ten Jews living in Richmond Hill resides in a lone parent family (10.7%). In absolute terms, the largest contingent of persons living in a lone parent family is found in Southern Vaughan (2,520), followed by Richmond Hi...
	Regarding individuals who live alone, the highest percentages are found in Aurora and Newmarket (both 6.5%), although they represent only small numbers (85 and 65 individuals respectively). The lowest percentage is found in Central Vaughan. In absolut...
	The Jewish population of York Region has a significantly higher percentage of individuals living in couple arrangements with children (67.6%) than that of the City of Toronto (48.2%) or the entire Toronto CMA (55.8%).
	On the other hand, the Jewish population of York Region has a smaller proportion of individuals living in couple arrangements without children (17%) than that of the City of Toronto (22.9%) or the total Toronto CMA (20.5%).
	The percentages of individuals living in lone parent families are comparable across the Jewish populations of York Region (8.5%), the City of Toronto (8.2%) and the entire Toronto metropolitan area (8.4%).
	Finally, there is a much lower percentage of Jews living alone in York Region (4.9%) than in the City of Toronto (16.5%) and the Toronto CMA (11.8%).
	There are generally low levels of Jews living in common law arrangements across York Region, with the figures ranging from 1.4% (Southern Vaughan) to 3.9% (Newmarket).
	Marital Status
	Adult Jewish Population of York Region
	(Row %)
	However, in absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has the largest number (445), followed by Richmond Hill (335).
	Regarding single (never married) individuals, the largest proportions are found in Newmarket (45.8%) and Central Vaughan (44.9%). In absolute terms, Southern Vaughan has by far the largest number of single individuals (13,335), followed by Central Vau...
	The largest proportions of divorced / separated individuals are found in Aurora (9.4%) and Newmarket (8.9%), although their actual numbers are small (125 and 90 respectively). Southern Vaughan has the largest contingent of divorced / separated persons...
	Finally, the largest proportion of widowed individuals is found in Southern Vaughan (4.1%). This area also has by far the largest number of widowed Jews in York Region (1,305).
	Individuals Living in Intermarried Households
	York Region
	(Row %)
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	(#)
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	(Row %)
	Israeli Population of York Region
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	 Central Vaughan has the largest percentage of Jewish children 0-14 years of any area in Greater Toronto.
	Erratum
	Methodological Considerations
	The two major questions used in this report to define who is Jewish, namely religion and ethnicity, were located in what was previously known as the Long Form of the National Census. In 2011, this Long Form became voluntary rather than mandatory to fi...
	The National Household Survey (NHS) was distributed to a third of the households in Canada, compared to 20% of households for the Census Long Form. However, whereas the Census had an almost universal rate of response, the NHS had a 73.9% response rate...
	It is not clear to what extent non-response biases played a role in the results. For instance, it is possible that certain socioeconomic groups, such as the poor, less educated individuals, and recent immigrants, were generally less inclined to answer...
	This change in methodology has also made it difficult to compare the results of the National Household Survey with those of previous Censuses. Although some tables in this report present side-by-side comparisons of 2011 NHS data with previous Censuses...
	A further issue is the fact that since the 2001 Census, the number of Jews identifying themselves by ethnicity has declined dramatically. This was evident in 2006 and again in 2011. All those who considered themselves as Jewish by religion were includ...
	There may be several reasons why there has been a decline in Jewish ethnic identification, but only two will be considered here. First, since the 2001 Census, the label “Canadian” was the first on the list of ethnic sample choices. This has changed th...
	Second, the order of sample choices is determined by how many people indicated a particular ethnicity in the previous Census (2006). As the number of individuals choosing Jewish as their ethnicity has diminished, the Jewish choice has fallen further d...
	A final consideration has to do with the definition used to identify Jews for the purposes of this report. The “Jewish Standard Definition”, formulated by Jim Torczyner of McGill University, has been used since 1971. This definition employs a combinat...
	However, given changes in how Jews have responded to the ethnicity question, it was felt that a broader definition should be used. Hence, elements of other questions were incorporated, including place of birth, five-year mobility and knowledge of non-...
	This new Jewish definition makes comparisons between the National Household Survey and previous Censuses even more difficult. Hence, these latter Censuses were re-analyzed along the lines of the revised definition, and whenever possible, these new fig...
	All in all, despite the changes in methodology outlined above, the 2011 National Household Survey provides an important opportunity to better understand the demographic situation of the Toronto Jewish population, and to make use of this data for commu...
	We are fortunate to have a national survey which includes questions related to religion and ethnicity (the American Census does not). Also, the National Household Survey is one with a much larger scope than any Canadian Jewish community can implement ...
	Appendix 2
	The Revised Jewish Definition
	Since 1971 all major analyses related to the Census have utilized what is known as the “Jewish Standard Definition” to distinguish who is Jewish from the rest of the population. Jim Torczyner of McGill University and the Jewish Federation of Montreal ...
	According to this criterion, a Jew was defined as anyone who specified that he or she was:
	 Jewish by religion and ethnicity.
	 Jewish by religion and having another ethnicity.
	 Having no religious affiliation and Jewish by ethnicity.
	Anyone who specified another religion (Catholic, Muslim, etc.) and a Jewish ethnicity was excluded from the above definition.
	It is important to note that the category of “no religious affiliation” is broader than that of “no religion” because it includes those who consider themselves as agnostics, atheists and humanists, as well as having no religion. Since it is possible t...
	Given the marked decline in the number of Jews who identified themselves as ethnically Jewish since 2001, it was decided to expand the above definition of Jewishness. This “Revised Jewish Definition” incorporates more than just the religion and ethnic...
	According to this new criterion a Jew is defined as anyone who is:
	 Jewish by religion and ethnicity.
	 Jewish by religion and having another ethnicity.
	 Having no religious affiliation and Jewish or Israeli by ethnicity.
	 Having no religious affiliation and having knowledge of Hebrew or Yiddish as a “non-official” language.
	 Having no religious affiliation and born in Israel.
	 Having no religious affiliation and living in Israel in 2006.
	A check was done to see whether the above criteria would erroneously include groups who should not be considered as Jews. For instance, there are Arab Israelis who might have no religious affiliation. Since their mother tongue would be Arabic, and the...
	All in all, the Revised Jewish Definition did not result in substantial increases in the Jewish populations of various metropolitan areas. The table below shows the differences in numbers using the revised and standard definitions.   Finally, it is no...
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	Source for the above table: Income in Canada. Published by Statistics Canada, June 2012. Catalogue No. 75-202-XWE.
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