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“If we are not for ourselves, who will be for us? If we are only for ourselves, what are we?”  

—Hillel 

 

CJP’s Social Justice (Tzedek) Initiative provides members of our community with opportunities to express their 

Jewish identity and ideals through action and collaboration. Together we are addressing some of the systemic 

causes of suffering—both in our Jewish community and beyond. This year our tzedek work has focused on two 

key issues: assisting people who have recently arrived in America as they seek security and economic self-

sufficiency and addressing a root cause of homelessness.  

 

Jewish Values in Action: Welcoming the Stranger  

Welcoming immigrants is core to our story and our value system as Jews because we know from our own 

experience what it is like to be immigrants, what it is like to flee, and what it is like to be vulnerable. In recent 

years, as immigrants to the U.S. face new challenges, CJP is taking steps to address their most urgent needs 

while we also support their efforts to build a secure and prosperous future for themselves and their families.  
 

➢ Together We Rise (TWR)  
 

With increasingly limited government support to help resettle refugees, many people are unable to gain the 

skills and connections necessary to progress to family-sustaining careers. In partnership with Jewish 

Vocational Service (JVS), CJP launched TWR, a three-year program that supports refugees as they move 

beyond entry-level jobs to create a clearly defined career trajectory.  
 

 263 people have enrolled in 4-8-week 

TWR training program. 

  Refugees who completed a training 

program saw an average wage of 18% 

more than those without training. 

 

 

When I left Cuba, nothing was certain. I had very little money and I didn’t speak 

a word of English. Jewish Vocational Service helped me learn English, taught me 

how to interview, and helped me find my first job in the U.S. And they were there 

to celebrate with me when I got my first promotion. 

 
—Jennis, a TWR participant 
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➢ Crisis Response  
 

In the face of the humanitarian crisis affecting immigrants at the southern U.S. border, CJP launched the Fund 

for Detained Children (FDC) to assist children in detention centers. Nearly 500 donors have supported the 

FDC, which has helped to provide basic necessities and independent advocates for unaccompanied children. 

This effort builds on the work that began with the CJP Fund to Aid Children and End Separation (FACES) last 

year, which resulted in:  

 

 822 children—including babies and 

toddlers—received support services 

and/or being reunited with their parents. 

  20,000 backpacks containing water, 

food, and other necessities being given to 

newly arrived families. 

 

Preventing Homelessness  

Boston is in an affordable housing crisis. In our Jewish community, 40% of people who seek assistance 

through CJP's Anti-Poverty Initiative cite housing as their most urgent need. To respond to this systemic issue, 

we are is partnering with the Bank of America Foundation and United Way to expand HomeStart’s Renew 

Collaborative—an effective program that prevents costly evictions. By investing in rental assistance and case 

management services, this program makes a long-term impact on at-risk households. After 48 months 95% of 

those who participate have avoided eviction.  

 

 

Honoring Our Commitment to Tikkun Olam  

Looking ahead, CJP is launching a collaborative pilot with Project Citizenship, the Political Asylum/ 

Immigration Representation Project (PAIR), JVS, and the Jewish Community Relations Council that will 

enhance coordination and collaboration among local agencies serving immigrants. CJP is also supporting a 

new fellowship at JOIN for Justice, which will train leaders (ages 21-30) who self-identify as people with 

disabilities, as part of a larger strategy focused on accessibility and inclusion. 

 

Thank you for your commitment and support this past year. Together we are marshalling the collective power 

of our community to address critical social issues, honoring our enduring commitment to tikkun olam, and 

creating a more just, compassionate, and peaceful world for now and for the future.  

 

 

 

In February, a group of CJP volunteers and activists joined 

more than 1,000 others at Winter Walk, a campaign raising 

awareness and funds to help end homelessness in Boston. 

Nicolette Kolgraf, senior at Stonehill College said “I joined the 

2019 Winter Walk because the housing crisis in Boston affects 

my community and my neighbors, and it is my responsibility 

as a Jew and as a human to help. We have much work to do, 

and Winter Walk is just the start.” 


