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In 1989, Israel reached out to communities across the United States, seeking 

help with the influx of olim (Jewish immigrants making aliyah) from the 

former Soviet Union. The Boston community generously responded, and 

the partnership between Boston and Haifa was born.  

 

What became the Boston-Haifa Connection (BHC) is based on a simple idea: the best way to bring our 

communities and our people closer is through relationships and by addressing challenges together. As we 

mark the 30-year anniversary of the BHC, we are proud to celebrate the many meaningful connections that 

have been forged with CJP’s sister city of Haifa, and we are grateful to all you do to support this work. 

 

Continuing a Legacy of Inclusion  

CJP’s support of the Ethiopian community in Haifa honors our commitment to partnering with Israelis to 

celebrate diversity and create opportunities for social and economic inclusion. We do this through programs 

and partnerships that advance prosperity for Ethiopian-Israelis and their families.  

 

Shiluvim (integration), which has been adopted by the Haifa municipality, has been incredibly successful in 

increasing matriculation and employment rates among Ethiopians in Haifa. With Kurat (pride), CJP is 

providing tools for Ethiopian-Israelis to take the next steps on the economic ladder. Through partnerships with 

local companies, people gain skills needed for career-track employment, and entrepreneurs are mentored as 

they build businesses in their communities. Last year, Kurat helped: 

 

 197 people gain skills that will lead to 

upgraded jobs in local organizations 

  19 entrepreneurs who received stipends 

to help them grow their businesses 

 54 entrepreneurs who participated in a 

variety of trainings  

  20 entrepreneurs who joined a new 

“Double Your Business” group 

 

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has always been a significant gateway to personal and professional 

development. Netivim (pathways) helps prepare young Ethiopians and their families for service in the IDF and 

provides ongoing support to help them succeed throughout their service and successfully transition to the 

workplace or higher education. Netivim programs are supporting: 

 

 
 

Ethiopian high school 

students in army 

preparation programs 

Malshabim  

(young recruits) 

Current soldiers Released soldiers 

 

100 60
% 

250 98 
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Building Stronger Families, Stronger Communities  

Parents at the Center (PAC) launched in 2011 as a first-of-its-kind revolutionary program that supports 

children at risk by engaging their entire families. PAC is a place where parents of all backgrounds can gather 

to learn new skills, share their experiences, and build their families and community together.  

 

This year is the fifth and final year of CJP’s partnership with the JDC and Ministry of Education to expand the 

PAC model to seven new cities and a second Haifa location. As a result, PAC is now a part of the “New 

Beginnings Program Book,” a catalog of interventions with proven results in multiple locations. Local 

municipalities use this resource to identify government-approved programs, complete with a framework for 

implementation and access to public funds to execute them. In addition, the government created a parenting 

guidebook based on PAC principles for families to gain easy access to resources online.   
 

 More than 1,000 families have 

participated in PAC programs since it was 

founded in Haifa, and thousands more 

have participated since the program 

expanded to other locations. 

 PAC National Expansion Sites 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 110 professionals from community 

centers, schools, and other service 

providers received training through PAC 

last year. 

 375 families were supported through 26 

programs in the last year. 

 

Nurturing the Next Generation of Leaders 

As Haifa continues to grow, we are working with our partners to ensure that the next generation of Israelis is 

poised and prepared to tackle the challenges and opportunities in front of them and take a leading role in 

building a more vibrant future.  

 
 Osim Po (Doing Here) is building an 

ecosystem of strong, creative, and 

motivated social entrepreneurs who are 

committed to developing innovative ways 

to make Israel stronger. This year, 150 

participants are working with 50 mentors, 

professional advisors, and local 

government officials to map 30 different 

social solutions and launch 4 new projects.  

  SupersonasNext is empowering young 

women, ages 25-40, and helping them 

develop the skills to be the next generation 

of leaders in Israeli businesses, non-profits, 

and government agencies. Last year, 49 

participants were engaged in the three-year 

program which is also building a strong 

community of professional women in the 

workplace. 

 

Arrabe Tzfat 

Hadera 
Or Akiva 

Haifa 

Ma’alot-Tarshiha 

Um el Fahm 

Kissra-Samea 
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Creating Encounters with Israel  

From the start, the BHC has been about more than connecting our two communities. At its very heart lies the 

connection between people. The BHC works with more than 50 partners to help thousands of people in the 

Greater Boston community experience Israel through personal encounters in their everyday life. 
 

 

 
 

“Every time I recall, I was a part of something special in Boston—I remember 

how much I cherish those feelings; I cherish those moments. I love Boston, not 

just because I was there for year, no, it’s because I have a family there. Today, as 

an education officer in the navy, I think I bring the knowledge about the Jewish 

community in the United States. When I was there [in Boston], I represented 

Haifa and Israel. Now I represent the Jewish community in Boston and the 

United States.” 
Sapir, 2018-2019 Shinshin 

 

A Partnership of Learning and Action 

Over the past 30 years, the BHC has blossomed from a single idea into a thriving network of partners and 

programs that bring Boston and CJP’s sister city of Haifa even closer together. CJP is incredibly proud to have 

inspired and mobilized our two communities to connect, work together, expand our understanding of one 

another, and bring about positive change. Thank you for your support and commitment to this wonderful 

partnership that is an investment in Jewish peoplehood, pluralism, caring, and innovation.  

 

  

 445 students from Boston and Haifa lived with each other’s families and explored their cities, lives, 

and culture through our mifgash (exchange) programs. 

 More than 1,000 students and 300 teachers work together on projects, exchange ideas, and build 

friendships through School-to-School programs. Café Horim gives parents of school-age children a 

similar chance to engage with Israel. This year 25 families participated in regular Skype sessions. 

 2,500+ people had the chance to experience Israel through the eyes of our four visiting 

Shinshinim—high school graduates who spend a year in the U.S. before their military service. In 

synagogues, community centers, schools, and private homes, these young adults shared Israeli 

culture, history, and a window into life in Israel with fun, engaging energy and Israeli pride.  

A Shinshin’s Story 
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