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Survey Methodology

Random Digit Dialing (RDD) Telephone Survey methodology provides scientific 
validity

Population estimate
Produces the “purest” random sample 

(317) 715 ‐ ____ ____ ____ ____

SSRS did the calling

RDD Telephone Survey (Landline (N=56)and Cell (N=152)) 
List Telephone Survey (Landline (N=165) and Cell (N=165))
DJN Telephone Survey (Landline and Cell (N=63))
Cell Phone Households with non‐local area codes with DJNs based on billing zip codes
600 Interviews
Response Rate (AAPOR RR3) is 37%
Cooperation Rate is 88%
Average length: 20.4 minutes
Weighting factors are used to combine the samples
306,834 phone calls were needed to complete the 600 interviews
Surveying done April 25, 2017 to August 2, 2017
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Jewish Population Size and Geography
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4 The Jewish Community of Indianapolis

Jews
17,900  76%

Non‐Jews
5,600  24%

23,500 persons live in 8,500 Jewish households, 
of whom 17,900 persons are Jewish

Another 3,600 Jews in the 9 surrounding counties.

1.7% of households in Indianapolis are Jewish







7 Distribution of Jewish Households,  2010 ‐2017

N of Core
38%

Core Area
43%

S of Core
20%
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8 Place of Birth

Indianapolis
30%

Other Indiana
9%

Ohio
7%

Illinois
6%

Other Midwest
7%

New York
7%

Other NE
9%

South
8%

West
5%

Former Soviet Union
7%

Other Foreign
6%

(Adults in Jewish Households)

Midwest Total: 58%
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45%

49%

34%

54%

16%

18%

18%

10%

23%

27%

24%

14%

16%

6%

24%

23%

All

North of Core

Core Area

South of Core

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

0‐4 Years

5‐9 Years

10‐19 Years

20+ Years

Years at Current Address by Geographic Area
(Respondents)



10 Home Ownership
(Jewish Households)
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55%
54%
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Howard County
West Palm Beach

Middlesex
South Palm Beach

Atlantic County
San Antonio
New Haven
Westport
Sarasota

Lehigh Valley
Indianapolis

Atlanta
Bergen

St. Petersburg
Houston
Chicago
Detroit

Hartford
Broward

Jacksonville
Miami
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Minneapolis
Washington
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New York 

ACS 2015
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11 Length of Residence in Indianapolis

0‐4 Years
16%

5‐9 Years
12%

10‐19 Years
22%

20+ Years
50%

About 270 households
move in each year

(Respondents)
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16%

20%

11%

17%

25%

21%

8%

2%

1%

1%

19%

0%

18%

30%

1%

1%

All

North of Core

Core Area

South of Core

Under 35

35‐49

50‐64

65‐74

75+

65+

Household with Children

HH with Only Adult Children

Non‐Elderly Couple

Non‐Elderly Single

Elderly Couple

Elderly Single

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Less Than Five Years in Indianapolis
(Respondents)

A large percentage of young 
Jewish singles arrrived in the 
past 5 years
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16%

22%

13%

14%

26%

33%

24%

4%

17%

13%

9%

19%

15%

16%

12%

17%

4%

18%

All

Under $50,000

$50‐$100,000

$100‐$200,000

$200,000 and over

Orthodox

Conservative

Reconstructionist

Reform

Just Jewish

Synagogue Member

Non‐Member

Attended Chabad

Did Not Attend

JCC Member

Non‐Member

Jewish Organization Member

Non‐Member
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14 Expected Destination for Households Who Are Moving
Within the Next Three Years

Not Moving
72%

Within Indianapolis
11%

Don't Know Where
1%

Elsewhere in the U.S.
15%

3.5% definitely moving out of local area
12.0% probably moving out of local area

(Jewish Households)



15 Migration of Jewish Households15

Average Annual In‐Migration
270 households moved in each year during the past five years

Projected Average Annual Out‐Migration
100 households definitely moving out of Indianapolis each year 
during the next three years

330 households probably moving out of Indianapolis each year 
during the next three years

Projected Change
the Jewish population should not change significantly in the next 
few years as a result of migration

)

)

)

)
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)

)



16 Percentage of Adult Children 
Who Have Established Their Own Homes in Local Community 
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40%
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31%
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16%
15%

11%
10%
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Cincinnati
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Westport
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West Palm Beach
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(From Households in Which the Respondent Is Age 50 or Over)
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85+

80‐84

75‐79

70‐74

65‐69

60‐64

55‐59

50‐54

45‐49

40‐44

35‐39

30‐34

25‐29

20‐24

15‐19

10‐14

5‐9

0‐4

Age Group

0.0%2.0%4.0%6.0%8.0%10.0% 0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 10.0%

Males Females

Age Distribution‐All Americans ‐ 2016

Median Age is 38 Years
14% are Age 65 and Over
6% are Age 75 and Over



19

0.4%

0.4%

0.5%

1.3%

1.5%

3.4%

2.5%

2.0%

2.5%

5.0%

5.3%

4.9%

1.8%

1.9%

2.5%

3.2%

4.1%

4.1%

0.4%

0.8%

0.9%

0.9%

1.3%

3.6%

2.9%

2.9%

2.6%

4.1%
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0.0%2.0%4.0%6.0%8.0%10.0% 0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 10.0%

Males Females

Age Distribution‐Indianapolis Jewish Community

Median Age is 36 Years
8% are Age 65 and Over
3% are Age 75 and Over
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Number of Persons in Jewish Households
(Rounded to Nearest 100)

23,500 total persons in Jewish households

2,000 persons age 65 and over 

800 persons age 75 and over

6,300 children age 0‐17 (Jewish, part Jewish, and not Jewish)

5,050 Jewish or part Jewish children age 0‐17         (1,250 additional children not 
being raised Jewish)

17,200 persons are of voting age

)

)

)

)

)

)
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21 Age 0‐17
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San Francisco
Howard County

Middlesex
Lehigh Valley

Broward
Houston

Atlantic County
Tucson

Las Vegas
Sarasota
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St. Petersburg

ACS (US) 2015
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22 Age 18‐34
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23 Age 35‐49
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24 Age 50‐64
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25 Age 65 and Over
62%

57%
53%

44%
36%

34%
31%

27%
27%

26%
25%

24%
24%
24%

23%
23%
23%
23%

20%
20%
20%

19%
19%

18%
18%
18%
18%
18%
18%

17%
16%
16%
16%

15%
15%

14%
12%
12%
12%
12%

11%
10%

9%
8%

14%

South Palm Beach
West Palm Beach

Sarasota
St. Petersburg

Middlesex
Atlantic County

Miami
Broward

New Haven
Las Vegas
Houston
Omaha

San Antonio
Detroit

Lehigh Valley
Rhode Island

Tucson
Hartford

New York
Jacksonville

Phoenix
Baltimore
Cincinnati
St. Louis

Cleveland
Chicago

Minneapolis
Pittsburgh

Bergen
Philadelphia

Columbus
Portland (ME)

St. Paul
Howard County

San Diego
Westport
Denver
Boston

San Francisco
Tidewater

Atlanta
Washington

Seattle
Indianapolis

ACS (US) 2015

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

(Persons in Jewish Households)



26 Number of Persons Age 65 and Over
354,000

84,111
78,391

67,978
46,490

42,200
40,207

34,689
31,064

26,779
22,784
21,380
20,319
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17,400
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15,925
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6,549
6,178
6,100
5,772
5,175
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27 Age 75 and Over
(Persons in Jewish Households)
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Comparisons with 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) 

27%

22%

26%

17%

8%
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26%

25%

20%
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11%

5%

23%
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Age 0‐17

Age 18‐34

Age 35‐49

Age 50‐64

Age 65+

Age 75+

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Indianapolis Jewish Community

ACS for Indianapolis

ACS for US

Median Age

36 years
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38 years

Median Age

0 years 20 years 40 years 60 years 80 years
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North of Core

34%

19%

31%

12%
4%

 0‐17 18‐34 35‐49 50‐64 65+
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Age Distribution by Geographic Area

Median Age = 34 Years
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Where Do the Children Live?

North of Core
65%

Core Area
28%

South of Core
6%

Age 0‐17 (6,300 Children in Jewish Households) 
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North of Core
27%

Core Area
62%

South of Core
11%

Where Do Older Adults Live?
Age 65 and Over (2,000 persons)



32 Household Structure
(Jewish Households)

39%

11%

65+ Married,
 

6%

Under 65 Married,
 

17% Single 65+
4%

Single Under 65
13%

Other
10%

Households 
with

Children Age 
0‐17

at Home

No Children at  Home

No Children at Home

Household with Only 
Adult Children 

Age 18‐29 at Home
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Number of Jewish Households

8,500 Jewish households

3,300 households with children age 0‐17 at home (being raised Jewish, part 
Jewish, or not Jewish)

1,450 single person households

375 single person households age 65 and over 

150 single female households age 75 and over 

1,900 married households with no children at home

)

)

)

)

)

)
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34 One‐Person Households
(Jewish Households)
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35 Households with Children  Age 0‐17 at Home
(Jewish Households)
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17%

30%

35%
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28%

23%

19%

One‐Person Households

4+ Person Households
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What Percentage of Children 
Age 0‐12 Have Two Full‐Time 
Working Parents?

37



38 Percentage of Children Age 0‐12 Living in Households with Full‐Time Working Parents
(Children Age 0‐12 in Jewish Households)
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What Percentage of Children 
Age 0‐17 Live in a 
Single Parent Household?

39



40 Percentage of Children Age 0‐17 Living in Single Parent Households
(Children Age 0‐17 in Jewish Households)
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What Percentage of Persons 
Age 65 and Over Live Alone?

41



42 Persons Age 65 and Over Who Live Alone
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Marital Status
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13% of adults have 
been through a divorce



45

Currently Married, 1994‐2014, Miami 
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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46 Single, Never Married
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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47 Divorce Rate
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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50 Level of Secular Education

High School
Deg Only

6%

Some
College

7%

2‐Year
College
Degree
4%

4‐Year
College
Degree
38%

Graduate
Degree
45%

(Adults Age 25 and Over in Jewish Households)

83% have a college degree, compared to 30% of all Americans



51 4‐Year College Degree or Higher
(Adults Age 25 and Over in Jewish Households)
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52 Graduate Degree
(Adults Age 25 and Over in Jewish Households)
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54 Employment Status
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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62%

Employed
Part Time

11%

Unemployed
2%

Retired
9%

Homemaker 
8%

Student
7%

Disabled
2%



55 Employed Full Time
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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56 Employed Part Time
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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57 Retired
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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58 In the Labor Force
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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59 Unemployment Rate
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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74%
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Indianapolis Jewish Community

ACS for Indianapolis

ACS for US

Employment status data from ACS are for persons age 16+
ACS is for an average of 2009‐2014, by 2017, US
unemployment was just below 5%
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61 Elderly Persons Employed Full or Part Time
(Persons Age 65 and Over in Jewish Households)
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62 Household Income
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63 Median Household Income
(Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars)

(Jewish Households)
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Household Income of Households with Children

(In thousands)

Under $15
1%

$25‐$50
2%

$50‐$75
7%

$75‐$100
7%

$100‐$150
32%

$150‐$200
26%

$200+
25%

83% earn $100+



65 Median Household Income of Households with Children
(Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars)
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66 Household Income
(In thousands)
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67 Median Household Income of Elderly Households
(Jewish Households with Persons Age 65 and Over)

(Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars)
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Median HouseholdIncome

(Jewish Households)
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Median Household Income

(Jewish Households)
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7%

63%

20%

25%

21%

5%

23%

24%
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Income under $25,000

Income $100,000+

Income $200,000+
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Comparisons with 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) 
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71 Households Living Below the Federal Poverty Levels
(Jewish Households)

10.9%
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72 Households with Elderly Persons Living Below the Federal Poverty Levels
(Jewish Households with Persons Age 65 and Over)
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2%

3%
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9%

16%
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Persons Living Below Federal Poverty Levels

Elderly Persons Below Federal Poverty Levels
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74 Household Financial Situation
(Jewish Respondents)

Cannot Make Ends Meet
1%

15%

Have Enough Money
35%

Have Some Extra Money
32%

Well Off
16%

Just Managing to
Make Ends Meet



75 Household Financial Situation Well Off
(Respondents)
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76 Household Financial Situation Just Managing/Cannot Make Ends Meets 
(Respondents)
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Religious Profile: Jewish Identification
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78 Jewish Identification

Orthodox
4%

Conservative
10%

Reconstructionist
7%

Reform
36%

Just Jewish
43%

(Jewish Households)



79 Orthodox Identification
(Jewish Respondents)
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80 Conservative Identification
(Jewish Respondents)
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81 Reform Identification
(Jewish Respondents)
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82 Just Jewish Identification
(Jewish Respondents)
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Types of Marriage
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84
Types of Marriage

(2 Born/Raised Jews)
34%

(1 is Jew‐by‐Choice)
11%

Intermarried
55%

In‐married

(Married Couples in Jewish Households)

In‐married



85 Intermarriage

61%
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86 Children Being Raised Jewish in Intermarried Households
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in intermarried households 
are being raised Jewish?
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Membership Profile: Synagogues
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88 Summary of Memberships
(Jewish Households)

29%

62%

16%

28%

56%

16%
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Synagogue Member

Synagogue Participant

Attended Chabad

JCC Member
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Jewish Organization Member
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Israel



90 Households in Which a Member Visited Israel
(Jewish Households)
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Jewish Trip General Trip
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Anti‐Semitism 
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24%
21%
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Personally Experienced Anti‐Semitism
in Local Community in the Past Year



93 Households in Which a Jewish Child Age 6‐17 Experienced Anti‐Semitism
in the Local Community in the Past Year

(Households with Jewish Children Age 6‐17)
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Political Profile
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Political Party

Republican
16%Democrat

55%

Independent
29%

(Jewish Respondents)



96 Percentage Republican

31%
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Percentage Democrat

69%

66%

63%

63%
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56%

56%

55%
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51%

41%

Washington
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98 Registered to Vote

98%

96%

96%

96%

96%

96%

95%

95%
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90%

88%
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US 2014
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(Respondents)

And 94% did vote in the last presidential election
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