
14th Annual Adopt-A-Family 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Adopt-A-Family? 

Adopt-A-Family is an annual community wide program helping over 40 
local Jewish families and singles in our Indianapolis area each year during 
the Chanukah holiday.  

When it first began, a few volunteers gathered to help non-Jewish families 
from the United Christmas Service. Within a few years, the need for help 
within our own Jewish community became so immense that the group 
began helping local Jewish families for Chanukah. This has been the goal 
ever since. Throughout the years, hundreds of volunteers have 
participated each year and over 400 Jewish families/singles have 
benefited.  

How can I participate in Adopt-A-Family this year? 

1. Email Matthew Kramer-Morning (mkmorning@jfgi.org) for a family/single’s 
wish list and shop throughout the month of November and early 
December. Drop these items off at Jewish Family Services (6905 Hoover 
Road) at your convenience. *Please include all gift receipts and make 
sure to label the bag with your family’s assigned letter.

2. Purchase gift cards (cards purchased from JFGI benefit the Hasten 
Hebrew Academy of Indianapolis). Drop these off at JFS.

3. Still want to help but you don’t have time to shop? You can make a tax-
deductible donation online to support Jewish families in need. This is a 
wonderful way to give a meaningful Bar/Bat Mitzvah gift or honor 
someone’s memory.

4. Join us for our community day on Sunday, November 18, 2018 when we 
meet for breakfast at 9:30 am at the Katz home (address provided upon 
RSVP). There, we will split up into teams, go shopping and come back 
together at noon (JFGI Education Center, 6705 Hoover Rd., Door 1) to 
wrap gifts, lunch and fun children’s activities with PJ Library. 

You don’t have to come to breakfast or shop with everyone to join us for 
the lunch/wrapping gifts portion, but if you plan to attend the afternoon 
portion, please RSVP for your reserved box lunch by Monday, November 
12. Dietary laws observed.

How do I join a team? 

1. There are several ways you can join a team:
a. Design your own: Get together with your friends, family, or

colleagues, and sign up to get a shopping list. Please be sure to
designate your “team captain” who will be responsible for overall
communication with teammates.

https://secure3.convio.net/jfna/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app363b?df_id=2903&mfc_pref=T&2903.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=0847BA77B09850BB8C165E972BF26EE9
https://secure3.convio.net/jfna/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app363b?df_id=2903&mfc_pref=T&2903.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=0847BA77B09850BB8C165E972BF26EE9


b. Let us place you on a team: Come to the Community Day
Breakfast (11/18/18) and we’ll assign you a team and a family to
adopt together.

c. Be part of a digital team: if you’re not joining us at Community Day
and still want to join efforts with another group to shop for a larger
family, we can help pair you with other volunteers.

2. Decide how you’d like to participate and register online.

3. The captain will receive your family/single’s wish list and will distribute this
list at the breakfast on Sunday, November 18 or with teammates digitally.

How much do I need to contribute financially to be on a team? 

1. Jewish Family Services recommends that a team spends a minimum of
$100 per recipient family member. For example, if your team is adopting a 
family of 3 then the team needs to contribute a minimum of $300. This DOES 
NOT mean that each team member needs to spend $100. For example, 6 
team members can each contribute $50 to support a family of 3. Please 
note: not all of the items on a family’s wish list need to be purchased, but 
are listed to provide a nice variety.

2. There are plenty of singles available which would mean a $100 total 
contribution for the entire team to adopt one single.

3. There is no minimum or limit as to how you can make a difference for a 
family this year! You can let us know what works for you and we’ll pair you 
with the right team and the right family; every bit counts!

Who do my dollars help? 

Our Community Social Worker, Julie Sondhelm, at Jewish Family Services 
has identified families and individuals to receive this special holiday 
support. Many of the recipients work with JFS year-round to receive 
different types of support to combat challenging times.  

In the past, the community has brought holiday support to over 40 
households through Adopt-a-Family. This year, we expect to see an 
increase to serve over 100 households, as we extend support to many 
Holocaust Survivors living in our community.  

Many families put basic items on their lists like grocery gift cards, toiletries, 
warm winter clothing, shoes, etc. It is important to note that any items 
we receive in abundance are distributed throughout the year and are 
not just given out during Chanukah. Many families find themselves in 
need long after the holiday season. 

Still have questions? Contact Matthew at 317-715-9261. We look forward to 
seeing you at this year’s Adopt-A-Family! Thank you for what you do for our 
community.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3EtwcqkSDf1QXFpBt2mPBlom0HClIKQvI4LHw5bCGRDyxwA/viewform?ts=59d3b720



