
PJ Library Holiday Craft Kits 

Info & Instructions 

  

 

This kit was designed to provide your family with materials to create crafts 

connected to the upcoming Jewish holidays. We hope that you can create a 

special holiday moment at home.  

Thank you to Smiles4Children for sponsoring these craft kits.  

 

Supplies: To complete these crafts, 

you will need some basic supplies at 

home: 

- Washable paint  

- Washable markers 

- Crayons 

- Scissors 

- Paint brushes  

Please reach out to Allison 

(AWeil@JewishHowardCounty.org) 

if there are any questions, concerns, 

or missing items. 

** Except for the Shabbat Stitch Art, all 

crafts can be completed by children as 

young as 18 months old. ** 

 

1. Hanukkah Craft: Hanukkah, or the Festival of Lights, celebrates the rededication 

of the Jewish temple after it was taken back from the Greeks in the 2nd century 

BCE. We celebrate by lighting a special menorah (called a Hanukkiah) 

each evening, adding one candle each night. Families also traditionally 

eat foods fried in oil, such as latkes (potato pancakes) or sufganiyot 

(doughnuts). Children play a game called Dreidel. We have included 

instructions in the kit for you.  

 

In your kit, there is a wooden dreidel and menorah for you to decorate with paint, 

markers, and included stickers. (The menorah is decorative and should not be lit.) 

We invite you to display it in a window for everyone walking by your home to see!  

 

2. Tu B’Shevat Craft: We invite you to roll up your sleeves to get planting in honor 

of Tu B’Shevat! Tu B’Shevat is considered the New Year of the Trees, and marks 

the start of spring in Israel, when trees begin to bloom after a long, cold winter. Tu 

B’Shevat is often referred to as Jewish Arbor Day and many people mark this 

holiday by planting saplings and participating in a meal that evokes the Passover 

seder, where fruits, nuts, and wine or grape juice are on the menu. Besides the 

seder, many families spend Tu B'Shevat planting a tree, working in a garden, 

eating special fruit, or doing something else to show some love for trees and the 

earth.  
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In your kit, you have a flowerpot, tray, packet of flower seeds, bag of soil, and 

flower stickers. Children can decorate the pots with stickers, markers, or paint. 

Then, you can use the potting soil to plant your own flowers. Follow the 

instructions on the packet for your specific flowers with regards to sunlight and 

watering. We would love to see pictures of your flowers as they’re growing!   

 

3. Purim Craft: Purim is a holiday that feels like it's made for families. Traditions 

include dressing up, sharing gift baskets or mishloah manot with friends, making 

noise by shaking groggers, and staying up late with your friends and community. 

People do tzedakah, and read the Book of Esther, or megillah, which shares the 

story of how the Jews of Persia were saved from annihilation.  

 

In your kit, we have included a Mishloah Manot container for you to 

decorate. Use the stickers and markers to decorate your container. Then, 

fill the container with small items to gift to a neighbor or friend. 

Traditionally, Mishloah Manot contain at least two ready-to-eat food items, along 

with other easy to pack up foods, candies, etc. Kits can be dropped off on 

doorsteps for contactless gifting!   

 

4. Passover Craft: Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, is an eight-day spring holiday that 

celebrates the Israelites' exodus from Egypt. The Passover story comes from the 

first half of the Book of Exodus in the Bible. In those pages, we read of the 

Jewish people’s plight under slavery in Egypt, and their subsequent 

escape to freedom. 

 

The seder, held on the first and/or second night of the holiday, consists of 

a festive meal, the retelling of the Exodus story, and several other rituals 

and traditions, like finding the Afikoman (a piece of matzah hidden during the 

ceremony), singing songs like "Dayenu," and opening the door symbolically for 

the prophet Elijah.  

 

In your kit, you have a special bag to decorate for the Afikoman. It can be 

decorated with the included fabric markers, paint, stickers, etc. The Afikoman is a 

piece of the middle matzah, which is hidden and eaten as dessert. Some families 

have the adults hide the Afikoman and the children must find it, while some 

families do the opposite. Enjoy decorating this special bag to use at your seder!  

 

 



PJ Library Holiday Craft Kits 

Info & Instructions 

  

 

5. Israel Craft: For this special craft, you can create your own Israeli flag. The state of 

Israeli was created in 1948 and the flag was adopted in October 1948. It has blue 

stripes on the top and bottom of the flag, to represent a tallit, a traditional Jewish 

prayer shawl. The star of David in the middle is a widely recognized symbol of the 

Jewish people and of Judaism. Blue is said to represent God’s glory, purity, and 

severity. White is said to represent benevolence. 

 

In your kit, you have a large piece of white paper, blue painters tape, and blue 

washi tape. You also have Israeli flag stickers. Feel free to recreate the Israeli flag 

or design your own using blue and white!  

 

6. Shabbat Craft: Shabbat occurs every week and is one of the most widely 

celebrated holidays. Shabbat is celebrated from sundown on Friday until 

sundown on Saturday. Families light candles, drink wine/juice, and eat challah 

(braided braid).  

 

In your kit, you have a Shabbat Stitch Art kit, ideal for older children. While the 

kit says that this craft is for ages 8 and up, younger children could work on this 

craft with close supervision. It is a stitching activity with different colored yarns to 

create a beautiful Shabbat picture. The instructions are included.  

 

7. Extra Craft: While many people think of tzedakah as charity, the word actually 

means "justice," specifically, doing the right things by helping people or causes 

in need. There are lots of ways to do tzedakah, but the most common way is 

giving money to the poor or other worthwhile causes. Tzedakah can also 

include donating food, clothing, and other necessities, or volunteering one's 

time to assist the needy. 

 

In your kit, you received a blank tzedakah box. Use paint, markers, crayons, and 

stickers to decorate your tzedakah box. You can also decide how to donate the 

money collected and decorate the box with words or phrases related to that.   

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Smiles4Children for making this kit possible! 


