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 FEDERATION’S CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT FELLOWSHIP FOR TEENS 
 

The Jewish Federation of Howard County is sponsoring a first-ever Campus Engagement 
Fellowship for high school students.  Participants will learn how to become strong advocates for 
Israel and learn important life skills in advocacy, writing and communications, and interpersonal 
relationships.    
 
About the Program 

• Led by Howard County’s shaliach (Israeli emissary), Shay Rubinstein 

• Covers 6 weekly sessions, 90 minutes each 

• Open to student in grades 10-12 

• Cost: $50 
 
Fellowship Overview 
 
Session #1: Bruchim Ha’baim (Welcome) to Israel 
Fellows will be able to… 
By the end of this session, Fellows will gain a baseline of information about Israel, including its 
geography, political system, and more. Fellows will be able to contextualize the history of the 
Jewish People and of Israel while also noting major events from Arab history. They will be able to 
identify the goals of this campus engagement program, define their individual goals and reasons 
for participating in the Fellowship, and gain a basic understanding of the special relationship 
between the Jewish People and Israel. 
 
Session #2: A Story of Maps 
Fellows will be able to…  
By the end of this session, Fellows will be able to identify multiple sides to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. They will continue their introduction to the history of the modern State of Israel through 
a series of maps from 1937 to the present day. Fellows will become familiar with the wide range 
of political opinions held by Israelis and Palestinians and will wrestle with some of the moral 
dilemmas triggered be the conflict. Fellows will be able to debate given topics. 
 
Session #3: Keeping Up with the Narratives 
Fellows will be able to…  
By the end of the session, Fellows will be aware of the differing Palestinian and Israeli narratives. 
Fellows will be able to debate given topics. 
*Please note that parents are invited to attend this session. 
 
Session #4: It’s All a Bunch of BDS 
Fellows will be able to…  
By the end of this session, Fellows will gain an understanding of the new face of anti-Semitism 
and anti-Zionism.  They will be able to identify and define what the BDS movement is and ways 
to combat it. They will gain an understanding that the conflict is not a zero-sum game and that 
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being pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian are not mutually exclusive. They will gain an understanding 
of what pro-Israel activism can look like and will practice arguing for and against student 
resolutions dealing with Israel.  
 
Session #5: (Hashtag) #Israel 
Fellows will be able to…   
By the end of this session, Fellows will be able to identify best practices for Israel and Jewish 
advocacy using different media, including traditional outlets (newspaper, writing to members of 
Congress, etc.) and “new” media, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc. 
 
Session #6A: How to Become a Jewish Leader on Campus?  
Fellows will be able to…  
By the end of this session, led by a Hillel professional, Fellows will brainstorm ideas on how they 
can develop their own positions on Judaism and Israel, and how they can become Jewish leaders 
on their high school, and eventually, college campuses. The Fellows will be divided into think 
tanks and will share ideas in a joint session.  
 
Lehitraot (Goodbye and See You Soon!) 
Fellows will be able to… 
By the completion of the Campus Engagement Fellowship, Fellows will have a special and 
authentic connection to Israel – the land, the people, and its values.  They will have learned 
important chapters in the history of the Jewish People and of Israel, and will know what to expect 
on campus when they get to college. Fellows will be prepared to advocate for Israel based on 
their own values, will understand where to seek support for their positions, and be empowered 
respectfully debate those who seek to delegitimize Israel and its right to exist. 
 
Application Process 
Applicants, accompanied by an adult, must first attend an information session with Shay 
Rubinstein on either Wednesday, September 18 or Tuesday, September 24 from 7:00-8:30 pm. To 
sign up for the free information session, visit Associated.org/fellowship.  
 
Class Dates: 
Mondays: 
October 28 
November 4, 11 
December 2, 9, 16  

http://www.associated.org/fellowship

