
1 
 

 
 

 FEDERATION CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT FELLOWSHIP 
 

“This fellowship has not only exceeded my expectations but increased my confidence in my own Jewish identity 
and my own individual opinions about Israel. I also learned that I can support Israel and Palestinian efforts for 

peace and that doesn’t mean I am anti-Semitic, anti-Israel, or anti-Palestinian.” 
 –Fall 2019 Fellow 

 
The Jewish Federation of Howard County is sponsoring a first-ever Campus Engagement 
Fellowship for high school students so they will learn how to become strong advocates for Israel 
and learn important life skills in advocacy, writing and communications, and inter-personal 
relationships.    
 
The program will include: 
 

• 6 weekly classes: Feb. 25, Mar. 3, Mar. 10, Mar. 17, Mar. 24, and Mar 31  

• Each class takes place from 7:00-8:30 pm 

• For students 9th grade and above 

• Program cost $50 to cover working hours and snacks 

• Sign up at jewishhowardcounty.org/fellowship 
 
The classes will include: 
 
Session #1: Bruchim Ha’baim to Israel 
By the end of this session, fellows will be able to… gain a baseline of information about Israel, 
including its geography, political system, and more. Fellows will be able to contextualize the 
history of the Jewish People and of Israel while also noting major events from Arab history. They 
will be able to identify the goals of this youth leadership program, define their individual goals 
and reasons for participating in the Fellowship, and gain a basic understanding of the special 
relationship between the Jewish People and Israel. 
 
Session #2: A Story of Maps 
By the end of this session, fellows will be able to… identify multiple sides to the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. They will be introduced to the history of the modern State of Israel through a 
series of maps from 1916 through the present day. Fellows will become familiar with the wide 
range of political opinions held by Israelis and Palestinians and will wrestle with some of the 
moral dilemmas triggered be the conflict.  
 
Session #3: Keeping Up with the Narratives 
By the end of this session, fellows will be able to… explain the differences between the Arab-
Palestinian and Jewish-Israeli narratives. Fellows will understand the new face of anti-Semitism 
and anti-Zionism, and will be able to identify what the BDS movement is and how to combat it. 
They will understand that the conflict is not a zero-sum game and that being pro-Israel or pro-
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Palestinian is not mutually exclusive. They will understand what pro-Israel activism can look like 
and will practice arguing for and against student resolutions regarding Israel. 
 
Session #4: How to Make a Case 
By the end of the class, fellows will be able to… speak effectively in public and understand the 
importance of stage presence and body language. They will learn to follow a special model of 
communication that empowers them to answer tough questions about the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and Jewish identity. These communication skills will be ones that they can apply to their 
professional and educational careers as well.  
 
Session #5: Putting It Into Practice—Parent/Fellows Session 
*Please note that parents and family members are invited to attend this session. 
 
By the end of the class, fellows will be able to… argue a position related to Israel or their Jewish 
identity in front of the entire group.  Fellows will be able to debate on given topics. 
 
Session #6: How to Become a Jewish Leader on Campus?  
By the end of the class… fellows will receive an update from a Hillel professional on what social 
issues are currently prevalent at campuses across the country. Fellows will hear from the 
professional about how to counter BDS and anti-Semitism on campus and will receive tips on 
how to make the best of their college experience.   
 
Lehitraot 
By the end of the entire course, fellows will… Fellows will have a special and authentic 
connection to Israel – the land, the people, and its values.  They will have learned important 
chapters in the history of the Jewish People and of Israel, and will know what to expect on 
campus when they attend college in the future. Fellows will be prepared to advocate for Israel in 
their own way and will know where to get information to support their cause while respectfully 
debating those who seek to delegitimize Israel and its right to exist. 
 


