Text Study for “Democracy as a Social Project”
Part of To Bigotry No Sanction, a JCRC Cincinnati Speaker Series
Rabbi Erin Binder, Rockdale Temple, and Aaron Torop, JCRC Fellow

Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim 88a
: אֲמַ ר לְּ הּו. קָּ ִריבּו לֵיּה ִט ְּיריָּנָּא ְּדתַ ְּמ ֵרי,פּומבְּ ִדיתָּ א
ְּ ְּיקלַע ל
ְּ  עּולָּא ִא.תֹורה
ָּ ַ כְּ דֵ י ֶׁשי ֹּאכְּ לּו ְּתמָּ ִרים ְּויַעַ ְּסקּו ב:עּולָּא אָּ מַ ר
בְּ לֵילְּ יָּא.אֹוריְּיתָּ א
ָּ ְּ ּובַ בְּ לָּאֵ י לָּא עָּ ְּס ִקי ב, ְּמלָּא צַ נָּא ְּדדּובְּ ָּשא בְּ זּוזָּא: אֲמַ ר. ְּתלָּת בְּ זּוזָּא:כַמָּ ה כִ י הָּ נֵי בְּ זּוזָּא? אֲמַ רּו לֵיּה
.אֹוריְּיתָּ א
ָּ ְּ ּובַ בְּ לָּאֵ י עָּ ְּס ִקי ב, ְּמלָּא צַ נָּא סַ מָּ א ְּדמֹותָּ א בְּ זּוזָּא בְּ בָּ בֶׁ ל: אָּ מַ ר.צַ עֲרּוהּו
Ulla said that Israel was exiled to Babylonia in order to enable them to eat the dates that grow
there plentifully, which gave them strength and allowed them to engage in Torah study. Once,
Ulla visited Pumbedita, and his hosts brought him a basket of dates. He said to them: How many
baskets of dates like these can one purchase for a zuz? They said to him: One can purchase three
for a zuz. He said: How can it be that it is possible to purchase a basketful of date honey for just
a single zuz, and yet the Babylonians do not engage in Torah study more extensively? Since the
cost of food is so low and they do not need to work hard to support themselves, the Babylonians
should be more extensively engaged in Torah study.
That night, the dates he ate afflicted him and he suffered from terrible stomach problems. In
light of this, Ulla retracted his original assessment of the Babylonians and instead praised them
and said: A basketful of lethal poison - the baskets of dates that cause stomach problems
- sells for a zuz in Babylonia, and despite the fact that they suffer its effects the Babylonians
still engage in Torah study.

To Kill a Mockingbirg, Harper Lee
“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view … until
you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” (Spoken by Atticus Finch)

Pirkei Avot 2:4
 וְאַ ל ָּת ִדין אֶ ת חֲ בֵּ ְרָך עַ ד ֶׁש ַתגִ יעַ ִל ְמקֹומֹו... אַ ל ִת ְפרֹׁש ִמן הַ צִ ּבּור,הלֵּ ל אֹומֵּ ר:
ִ
Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community… Do not judge your fellow man until
you have reached his place.

Elie Weisel
“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.”

10 Key Findings about Jewish Americans, Pew Research Center
To access the whole article, follow this link: https://www.pewresearch.org/facttank/2021/05/11/10-key-findings-about-jewish-americans/
To access the entire Pew study, follow this link: https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewishamericans-in-2020/

