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RESPONDING

TO

COVID19

Worked with OJC to help 18 Jewish Cincinnati organizations assess and
communicate their COVID19 needs to elected officials including Mayor
Cranley, Governor DeWine, and Senators Brown and Portman, effectively
making the case that the federal CARES Act Payroll Protection Program (PPP)
funding was absolutely critical for the survival of the non-profit community.
Our advocacy helped secure 95% of the community’s requested funding.

Showcased solidarity with our counterparts in the Chinese American
community who have recently seen an uptick in discrimination and hate due
to COVID-19 by signing on to a national JCPA letter of support, and joined
with the Holocaust Center for an educational series on hate in the COVID era.

Developed a COVID19 online resource landing page with webinars,
articles and updated safety information. Additionally, we sent out a JFNA
CARES Act: SBA Loan Application Information Webinar for
Nonprofits to our local coalition and partner networks.

We signed on to state and national letters in support of increased and
expanded nutrition assistance, increases in federal funding for state
unemployment trust funds, refugee and asylum priorities, nonprofit
support, and encouraging Congress to expand the Adjusted Gross
Income limits for charitable contributions which would enhance giving to
many nonprofits, including federations and our affiliated partner agencies.

BUILDING POWER
FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

Were among the first Jewish organizations in the country to issue a
statement in the wake of George Floyd’s death, met with sincere
appreciation across the spectrum of Black groups in our city.

Testified in favor of city-wide policing reforms, put forth by the Ohio
Justice and Policy Center and Cincinnati’s Black United Front.

Carefully vetted and signed a national support letter declaring unequivocally
that Black Lives Matter.

Providing racial justice thought leadership, strategic direction and
curated resources for Jewish Cincinnati.

We helped lead a workshop and convene logistics for the 2nd annual
AJA-JCRC- Philos Project weekend that supports the development, learning,
connection of national young black leaders with the Jewish community.
The participants spent time at both the Holocaust and Humanity Center and
the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. Jackie then facilitated a
conversation about the state of and potential of the Black-Jewish relationship
using scenes from the movie Blackkklansman to prompt discussion.

AND

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
COALITION BUILDING

Boosted congregational collaboration, information sharing, and community
action efforts through the newly formed Jewish Cincinnati Civic Engagement
Council (JCCEC).

Convened and help lead a Greater Cincinnati Voter Collaborative which
amplifies voter engagement and advocacy efforts for the 2020 general election.

Hosted over 50 high school students for the third annual Cincinnati Youth
Interfaith Basketball Tournament, in partnership with the Islamic Center of
Greater Cincinnati, Sikh Community of Greater Cincinnati and BeSpoken Live.

Represented the Jewish Community in interfaith and intercommunity
conversations and action through participation in the Metropolitan Area
Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC), the Cincinnati Regional
Coalition Against Hate, the Faith and Community Alliance, EquaSion,
All-In Equity Coalition, the Immigrant Dignity Coalition, Racial Justice
Coalition and Kids4Peace summer camp.
Empowered leaders from the Bhutanese Community and Buddhist
Society of Cincinnati to connect with their elected officials, advocate for
their community priorities and identify community building resources.
Inspired more social issue education and dialogue with three additional Speak
Up Speak Easy events. In partnership with the Federation’s Young Adult Division
(YAD), this year’s gatherings focused on Gun Safety, Women’s Health and
Empowerment, as well as LGBTQA & Jewish Identity issues.

ISRAEL

Helped design various congregational civil discourse projects around Israel and
hosted county-wide public library book discussions of Yossi Klein Halevi’s,
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor, as part of Jewish Cincinnati’s We Need to
Talk Initiative, in partnership with Resetting the Table.

Facilitated conversations about Israel and the changing geo-political
landscape in the Middle East hosted by the Greater Cincinnati World
Affairs Council.

Taught several dozen Cincinnati business leaders about the difference
between fair criticism of Israel and when anti-Israel sentiment becomes
antisemitism and helped alleviate anti-Israel bias in educational spaces.

Generated community focused breaking news updates about the
on-going violence along the Gaza boarder, the multiple rocket attacks
and Israel’s responses throughout the year.

Convened a strategic workgroup to evaluate and plan our community’s
response should Israel move to annex parts of the West Bank. Developed
a comprehensive online resource platform in order to educate our community
about the issue.

AND

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
COMMUINITY ADVOCACY

Advocated for the passage of the Never Again Education Act, which
dedicates funding to provide schools and parents with resources and training
to teach youth the important lessons of the Holocaust.

Worked on local, state and national advocacy efforts focused on
comprehensive gun safety strategies, anti-hate strategies, violence prevention
research, Israel and Palestinian peace-building, religious liberty in schools,
education choice programs, and social service support.

Raised the voice of Jewish Cincinnati with statements on the
Monsey, NY Chanukah stabbing attack, the Jersey City kosher supermarket
shooting rampage, President Trump’s Executive Order on Antisemitism,
terror attacks in Israel, and condemning the inhumane conditions for
asylum-seekers at the border.

ENSURING JEWISH SECURITY
AND COMBATTING ANTISEMITISM
AND HATE

Hired Alexis Morrisroe as our new Education Program Manager. Alexis will
help strengthen inclusive democracy with our new, signature initiative the Leaders
in Light Institute: An Alliance to Combat Antisemitism, Racism and Hate.

Set clear standards for understanding antisemitism in the Jewish
community relations field by leading an effort to unite JCRC colleagues
across the country to accept the IHRA definition of antisemitism.
Secured an increase in government funding opportunities for Cincinnati nonprofits
and schools that are vulnerable to hate violence by encouraging elected officials
to substantially expand the Nonprofit Security Grant Program and to support
other legislation that protects at-risk institutions.
Convened multiple forums, briefings and online programs on strategies
to counter antisemitism and the intersections of hate in partnership with local
and national experts in the field such as Eric Ward, Deborah Lipstadt, and
Michael Lieberman.
Since last June, we’ve responded to more than 25 incidents of anti-Semitic
and other hate related activity in the Greater Cincinnati Region, including
responding to public displays of antisemitic graffiti and work that that led to the
first federal conviction in our region under the Matthew Shephard Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, in the wake of a 2017 antisemitic assault in Montgomery.

We are currently the interim leads for the Cincinnati Regional Coalition
Against Hate, which is now positioned to do even more work in assisting
victims of hate crime and bias incidents

The Cincinnati Jewish Community
Relations Council (JCRC) was
established in the 1930s during
a time when antisemitism in the
United States—and right here in
Cincinnati—was much more overt.
While the antisemitic threat has
changed over time, it is no less
menacing, and our work is no less
critical. In its annual audit, the
Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
reported a 57 percent rise in
antisemitic incidents in 2017—the
largest single-year increase on record.
As incidents of antisemitism and
hate reach alarming new heights,
we are engaging in new efforts to
combat them, including forming
new alliances with other communities
in Cincinnati with the same goal.
With this in mind, we organize
our work around six values:
Mutual Understanding
and Respect
Religious Liberty
Education and Knowledge
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INTERESTED IN
GETTING INVOLVED?
Feel free to contact us.

The JCRC is a unique Jewish institution in our
community. Our board is representative of greater
Cincinnati’s Jewish community and congregations
and convenes a common table for open, diverse,
inclusive, and consensus-driven discussions.
We identify issues, articulate positions, and
develop strategies, programs, and approaches
to ensure the safety and security of our Jewish
community and to advance the public affairs
goals that will help to protect our community
and its institutions.

The JCRC is the public affairs arm of the Jewish
Federation of Cincinnati. We are supported in our
efforts by the Jewish Council for Public Affairs,
which serves as the representative voice of local
JCRCs across the country. We are also supported
by the Jewish Federations of North America and
Ohio Jewish Communities, which work on our
behalf in Washington and Columbus.

Jackie Congedo
Director
jcongedo@jfedcin.org
P 513-985-1501

Justin Kirschner
Associate Director
jkirschner@jfedcin.org
P 513-985-2960

Compassion for the Vulnerable
and Bereft
Just and Peaceful
Resolution of Disputes
Israel
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