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Our core mission is the survival and security of the Jewish people, in our community and 

nation, in the Jewish and democratic State of Israel, and throughout the world. As human 

beings, we demand this as our natural right. As Jews, we ask: to what end? Do the Jewish 

people survive for ourselves alone, or is there a larger purpose? 

 
We believe our survival as a people and our flourishing in America should serve a larger 

purpose, which is to contribute spiritual, intellectual and material resources to the well-

being of humankind. Some of us believe this is commanded by God, others that it is the 

logical application of the laws of nature, and still others that it is the highest and best use 

of our capacity to give meaning to our existence. But, regardless of our underlying 

motivation, we work in concert to put our purpose into practice. And to guide us in doing 

so, we have adopted the Statement of Values set forth below. 

 

“It is both a privilege and an obligation to be a light unto the nations." David Ben-

Gurion, Prime Minister, Israel (1948-54 -1955-63) citing Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6. 

 

While the JCRC in Cincinnati was founded in the 1930's primarily to defend the security 

and interests of the Jewish community, we are cognizant and deeply appreciative of the 

blessings bestowed upon us by our American citizenship.  Having suffered oppression and 

expulsion for centuries, the Jewish community was welcomed as equals by the new nation 

at its founding: 

 

"May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in this land continue to merit and 

enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants - while everyone shall sit in safety under his 

own vine and fig tree and there shall be no one to make him afraid." Excerpt, Letter to the 

Jews at Newport, Rl, George Washington, 1790. 

 

I. Mutual Understanding and Respect 

 

"What is hateful to thee, do not unto thy fellow man:  This is the whole Law; the rest is 

commentary.  Go and study it."  Rabbi Hillel the Elder d. 1 Century C.E. 
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We are diverse in our physical characteristics, capacities, beliefs, practices and cultures.  

But what we have in common as human beings is far more important: consciousness, the 

capacity for love in all its varieties, and the ability to learn and reason. Unfortunately, 

differences among us have throughout human history been a source, or an excuse, for 

conflict and violence. To overcome this, and to gain the benefits of mutual understanding, 

we stand for the following: 

 

• Each person's differences, whether inherited, acquired or chosen (unless 

harmful to others), are to be respected and cherished. Mere toleration is 

not sufficient. In light of historical and ongoing injustices and conflicts, 

governments and institutions should be especially careful not to 

discriminate as to benefits or adverse actions on the basis of race, color, 

religion, gender, national origin, age, disability or sexual orientation.  There 

are exceptions (e.g. religious institutions requiring adherence to faith, 

gender-specific roles for actors), but they are rare and must be clearly 

justified by necessity or other compelling reason. 

 

It is not enough to respect and cherish our differences from a distance. The 

only lasting solution to the conflicts caused by our differences is to build 

mutual understanding through human connection.  And by doing so, we 

mutually benefit from the broader exchange of ideas, information, goods 

and services. 

 

II. Religious Liberty 

 

"By Liberty of Conscience, we understand not only a mere Liberty of the Mind, in believing 

or disbelieving this or that principle or doctrine; but {also] the exercise of ourselves in a 

visible way of worship ..." Select Works of William Penn, 1771 

 

The American Jewish community has thrived for many reasons, but a necessary 

prerequisite was the founding principle of freedom to worship as one chooses enshrined 

in the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment. Accordingly, consistent with this 

founding principle of our nation, JCRC stands for the following: 

 

• Every individual should be free to believe and worship, or disbelieve and 

not worship, as he or she chooses; no religious practice or expression 

should be compelled. 
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Every individual should be free to speak, publish and associate in 

accordance with his or her religious beliefs. 

 

Governments and public institutions should not burden or interfere with 

religious belief of practice, even if there is no intent to do so, unless there is 

a compelling public interest that cannot be served in a less burdensome 

manner. 

 

Religious beliefs and practices should be accommodated by governments 

and public institutions unless doing so would be unreasonable or an undue 

burden on the public or the institution. 

 

Ill. Education and Knowledge 

 

''A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall 

attain unto wise counsels." Proverbs 1:5. 

 

"Knowledge is power." Sir Francis Bacon, Religious Meditations, 1597 

 

"A little learning is a dang'rous thing; drink deep, or taste not the Pierian Spring. But more 

advanced, behold with strange surprise new distant scenes of endless science rise." 

Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism, 1711 

 

The survival of the Jewish people through centuries of persecution, and our thriving when 

freed from oppression, is partly explained by the centrality of education in our religious 

beliefs and practices and our culture. The ability to understand and analyze text 

translates into an ability to learn what is needed to survive and, if possible, thrive in 

larger society. And an educated society is more likely to be peaceful and productive. 

Accordingly, JCRC stands for the following: 

 

• Every child should be provided with the basic skills for a productive life, 

including literacy, numeracy, and problem-solving. 

 

As one size does not fit all, there should be a variety of educational 

options that meet the needs of the widest possible range of students and 

their families. 

 

• Empathy without reason is at best useless, and is often dangerous. 
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Constructive engagement with society requires the acquisition of 

knowledge, the objective evaluation of relevant facts, accurate 

measurement of outcomes, and humble acceptance of our limitations. 

 

IV. Compassion for the Vulnerable and Bereft 

 

"He that despiseth his neighbor, sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is 

he." Proverbs 14:21 

 

• Our Jewish values require that we be open-handed towards those among 

us in need, within our community and beyond. We must feed the hungry, 

shelter the homeless, assist the disabled and emotionally damaged, protect 

the children and care for the elderly. We take action as individuals and as a 

community and we build institutions to serve these purposes. 

 

Within the Jewish community, we do not always agree on the best or most 

appropriate means for fulfilling these obligations. Some wish to see a 

greater role for government, others emphasize the private sector. But we 

share in common the goal of improving the lives of those most in need. 

 

V. Just and Peaceful Resolution of Disputes 

 

"[A]nd they shall beat their swords into plough shares, and their spears into pruning 

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war no more." 

Isaiah 2:3-4. 

As Americans we are blessed with a political and legal system that includes checks and 

balances, guarantees of due process and equal protection of the law, and freedom of 

speech and expression. Because we are so blessed: 

 

• Disputes among us, or with our government, must be resolved through 

dialogue and community relations, or through the legal and political 

process, and without violence. 

 

In international affairs, the just and peaceful resolution of disputes is an aspiration that 

cannot be entirely fulfilled without agreed-upon mechanisms for avoiding and resolving 

conflicts.  Accordingly: 

 

• We support efforts to resolve international disputes through negotiations 
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and treaties, consistent with our communal and national interests in 

security and a just and productive world. 

 

We recognize that not all international disputes can be resolved through 

negotiations and treaties, and that when necessary people and nations 

may use force to defend themselves and others against aggression. 

 

VI. Israel 

 

"On the 29th November 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution 

calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-lsrael ... This recognition by the 

United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable.  This 

right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other 

nations, in their own sovereign State."  Excerpt, Israel Declaration of Independence, May 

15, 1948. 

 

• We are adamant in demanding that Israel be accorded the same rights and 

privileges as all other respectable nation-states. This includes above all the 

right to preserve and protect the nation and its people from the annihilation  

threatened by its enemies. 

 

Like all other nation-states, including the best governed, Israel is imperfect, 

and constructive criticism is appropriate.  But many of Israel's critics - and 

its enemies - hold Israel to a substantially higher (or double) standard. The 

imposition of a double standard on the world's only Jewish nation-state is a 

form of anti-Semitism, and should be opposed and rejected. 

 

We are hopeful that eventually there will be two states between the 

Mediterranean Sea and Jordan River living side-by-side in peace, one 

Jewish and democratic and the other Palestinian Arab and democratic. 

While others can assist, this must be directly negotiated by 

representatives of the two peoples. 

 

The U.S. and Israel share the values of democracy, individual rights, and rule of law, and 

interests in security, trade and technology. Since Israel's founding, the ties between our 

two nations have been strong and mutually beneficial. A strong and vibrant U.S.- Israel 

relationship is both right and in our national interest. 


