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Local teens represent Cincinnati on global stage during International March of the Living 

 
Cincinnati, OH – On Thursday, May 2, 27 Cincinnati 
teens and three leaders joined more than 10,000 people 
from around the world in Poland as part of the 31st 
International March of the Living to remember the victims 
of the Holocaust on Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom 
HaShoah). The Cincinnati delegation was selected to 
lead the 20 United States delegations during the March, 
and Sycamore High School senior Alex Karev was 
selected by his Cincinnati peers to participate in the 
ceremonial torch lighting.  
 
Karev and fellow student participants from Mexico, 
Argentina, and Morocco joined international dignitaries, 
including Viorica Dăncilă, Prime Minister of Romania; 
Nikos Voutsis, President of the Greek Parliament; and 
David Friedman and Richard Grenell, U.S. Ambassadors 
to Israel and Germany; to light the six torches which 
commemorate the six million Jewish people who died 
during the Holocaust, the victims of other genocides, 
and which honor the survivors who rebuilt their lives.  
 
“We’re marching for the lives that were lost in the 
Holocaust…we don’t want any of those millions of 
people to ever be forgotten. They’re in our memories 
and we want to make sure that nothing like this could ever happen again, Karev said in an interview 
with the International March of the Living organization. “There are no words to describe the feelings [of 
walking along the train tracks between Auschwitz and Birkenau]. You feel a sense of great loss, but at 
the same time there’s great hope.” 
 
The March of the Living is an annual event in which delegations of all ages from all over the world 
travel to Poland and Israel. One highlight of the journey is the march itself, when delegations join 
together on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) to march the 3-kilometer path from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau, the largest concentration camp complex built during the Holocaust, as a tribute 
to the victims.  
 
The March of the Living then transitions from a sense of darkness to light as delegates once again 
march together, this time to the Old City in Jerusalem, to celebrate Israel’s Independence on Yom 

Cincinnati student Alex Karev (left) lights a torch 
May 2 at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp 
to commemorate those who died during the 
Holocaust alongside students from Mexico, 
Argentina, and Morocco, and Romanian Prime 
Minister Viorica Dăncilă (right).  



	

HaAtzmaut, the nation’s day of independence. “It’s a whole new energy [in Israel]. It’s like you get a 
second wind,” said Cincinnati delegation leader Becca Pollak.   
 
On their first full day in Israel, the Cincinnati delegation hiked to the ancient mountaintop fortress of 
Masada at sunrise. The students wore shirts representing their chosen colleges, representative of the 
new journeys they’ll embark on this fall after connecting with their heritage during the March of the 
Living. While in Israel, delegates stayed with 12 Israeli families in Cincinnati’s sister city, Netanya; 
facilitated by the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s Partnership2Gether program, these homestays 
enabled students to experience real Israeli life, and to establish a sense of home after more than 10 
days of travel.  
 
The March of the Living Cincinnati is organized by the Mayerson JCC, in partnership with The Nancy 
and David Wolf Holocaust & Humanity Center. Cincy Journeys Israel Travel grants are generously 
funded by The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and administered by the Jewish Federation of 
Cincinnati. The grants are not need based and are offered to Cincinnati Jewish high school seniors 
who have not already used their high school Israel travel grant. For more information, visit 
MayersonJCC.org. 
 

### 
 
The Mayerson JCC is a community-based non-profit agency, providing services to individuals of all 
ages and abilities, from infants through senior adults. Founded in 1932, the Mayerson JCC serves as 
a welcoming place for experiencing ideas, customs, assistance, and services. The Mayerson JCC 
provides the Jewish and non-Jewish communities of Greater Cincinnati with resources, facilities, and 
programs that enhance their physical, intellectual, and social lives. The JCC welcomes everyone, 
regardless of race, religion, or ability. 


