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Protecting Services for Seniors and People with Disabilities  
 
The JCRC urges the Legislature to protect Medicaid funding for Oregon’s most vulnerable 
populations, as well as funding for home- and community-based service options. The JCRC 
strenuously opposes the cuts presented in the Governor’s Recommended Budget, including a 
decrease in the Medicaid reimbursement rate for nursing facilities, which, in our community, would 
significantly impact the Robison Jewish Health Center in Southwest Portland.  Although Oregon 
currently faces a $1.7-billion shortfall for the 2017-19 budget cycle, the budget should not be 
balanced on the backs of Oregon’s seniors and people with disabilities.  
 
Strengthening Food and Nutrition Programs to Help End Hunger  
 
The JCRC remains committed to ensuring Oregonians of all ages are healthy and hunger-free.  We 
support policies that connect people to nutrition programs (school lunches), that make food 
affordable (WIC programs) and alleviate those issues that make hunger an unwelcome reality. 
 
Advocating to Protect Workers against Wage Theft  
 
The JCRC believes that every worker has the right to live and labor with dignity, safety and hope.  
Wage theft is a property crime, and we know how to deter crime: increase the likelihood of getting 
caught and raise the costs to those who violate the law. The JCRC supports more tools to allow the 
state to impose penalty wages, not just reimbursement of what is owed.  It means giving employers 
less leeway to manufacture pretext evidence, tightening the legal standards for independent 
contractors, shifting attorney fees to employers found to have violated the law, and creating an 
effective lien mechanism for collecting on judgments. 
 
Preventing Gun Violence  
 
The JCRC is a coalition partner with the Oregon Alliance for Gun Safety. We are jointly committed 
to making Oregon safer by keeping guns out of the hands of criminals and dangerous individuals.  
The group is made up of businesses, faith communities, service organizations, nonprofits and 
elected officials. At this time, the coalition is looking at a variety of options for the 2017 session, 
including additional background checks and limits on gun ownership for those who suffer from 
mental illness. 
 
Supporting a Resolution to Condemn the Anti-Israel BDS Movement 
 
The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement undermines peace, promotes extremism, 
exacerbates conflict and seeks to harm the relationships between Jews and other faith and ethnic 
communities that have been nurtured for years. This resolution, which rejects the BDS movement, 
recognizes the positive relationship Oregon has with Israel while affirming the right of both the 
Israelis and Palestinians to live in peace and security. In its essence, it is a declaration against the 
hate and discrimination. Governor Kate Brown has signed a letter endorsing the American Jewish 
Committee’s campaign, “Governors United against BDS,” and now we urge each caucus leader in 
the Oregon Legislature to be a sponsor of this important resolution. 


