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Community Letter

Dear Community, 

  

During these challenging times with the ongoing 

pandemic, our Jewish community continues to be here to 

support you and your loved ones. Our network of partner 

agencies providing health and social services, Jewish 

education, Jewish culture, and so much more are open 

and available to you. In addition, our synagogue 

community continues to create religious and spiritual 

moments of meaning for you. We are grateful for the 

incredible work each of these organizations are doing to 

keep our community healthy and connected. 

  

In addition, the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 

continues to fulfill its mission of assuring the building and 

strengthening of the Jewish community locally, nationally, 

overseas, and in Israel. Jewish values are at the core of the 

work we do on your behalf.  We are proud of our 

additional efforts -- whether fighting antisemitism, working 

to find solutions to the houselessness problem, providing 

feminine hygiene products to those who would otherwise 

go without, or providing an interest-free loan – the Jewish 

Federation is here for you. 

  

We are grateful for your ongoing support and the 

commitment you have to enriching and strengthening 

Jewish life for generations to come. Please enjoy this brief 

mid-year report providing a snapshot into the work we 

are doing each and every day on behalf of you and our 
Jewish community. 
  

Warmest regards and wishing you good health, 

 

 

Lauren Goldstein Marc N. Blattner 

Chair of the Board President and CEO

Through December 31, the Jewish 
Federation’s 2022 Campaign for 
Community Needs has raised $2.9 million, 
closing some 83% of the campaign in the 
first four months. In addition, we have 
received gifts from over 120 new donors to 
the campaign. We are grateful to everyone 
for our initial success.   
 
 
Rachel’s Well facilitated 200 immersions 
with purposes including conversions, b’nai 
mitzvah, weddings, and other milestones 
and transitions. 
 
 
Portland Area Jewish Educators, in 
partnership with JFCS, hosted a three-part 
series on reintegrating back into the 
classroom and the challenges educators, 
students, and families are facing.  
 
 
Jewish Free Loan of Greater Portland, 
since its inception, provided over 65 loans 
totaling $150,000. Loans up to $1,500 that 
require no co-signer are now available to 
those impacted by the housing crisis. 
 



United in Spirit, an interfaith coalition of 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims established 
by our Jewish Community Relations 
Council, has convened two summits on the 
chronic houselessness problem in 
Portland. The coalition is working with and 
pushing for greater collaboration among 
city, county, and Metro elected officials, 
non-profit agencies, and business groups 
to begin effectively addressing this 
humanitarian crisis. 
 
 
Dignity Grows has engaged over 100 
volunteers and provided 580 Dignity Tote 
Bags, which include monthly personal and 
menstrual hygiene products to those who 
cannot afford them. The totes are provided 
free of charge through the following 
distribution partners: Outside In, 
Transitions Projections, and Virginia Garcia 
Memorial Health Center. 
 
 
Community Chaplain, Rabbi Barry Cohen, 
led High Holiday, Shabbat, Sukkot and 
Hanukkah worship services and activities 
at Cedar Sinai Park. He continues to work 
closely with other senior facilities and 
hospitals throughout Portland. 

The Women’s Giving Circle has over 
$25,000 available for grants. 
 
 
PJ Library currently provides 1,300 books 
per month to children and hired its first 
parent ambassador to provide more 
neighborhood-based programming. 
 
 
Over 50 attorneys, judges, and law students 
attended a Solomon’s Legacy Society 
webinar called, Protect.Preserve.Conserve. 
Climate Change and the Public Trust 
featuring Mary Wood, Philip H. Knight 
Professor of Law and Faculty Director of 
the University of Oregon Law School's 
Environmental and Natural Resources Law 
Center and Nigel Savage, founder and 
former CEO of Hazon. 
 
 
There is a great need for education around 
antisemitism. Jewish Community Relations 
Council Director Bob Horenstein has 
conducted workshops on antisemitism for 
Clackamas County, Catlin Gable administrators 
and Jackson Middle School administrators 
and faculty. He is scheduled to do a similar 
workshop for the City of Eugene.
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