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BY DEBORAH MOON
Portland’s east side will finally have a Jewish day 

school and a new preschool when Maimonides 
Jewish Day School opens in its new home Sept. 6.
Maimonides has partnered with Chabad of 

Northeast Portland to purchase an 8,700-square-
foot former preschool at 4635 NE 9th Ave. The 
building has ample space for the preschool-eighth 
grade school and for the NE Chabad Jewish Cen-
ter and its programs. The Gan Preschool, which 
formerly shared the Campus of Jewish Life with 
Maimonides at 6612 SW Capitol Hwy., also 
gains new space to grow and continue serving 
families in SW Portland from that location.
“It has been incredibly challenging to find an 

appropriate property for MJDS,” wrote Director 
Devora Wilhelm in a letter to parents. “We are ex-
cited to share the news that we have found a prop-

erty already zoned for a preschool, removing the 
entire permit application process, … (and which) 
will more than double our current capacity.” 
Rabbi Moshe Wilhelm, who founded Chabad 

of Oregon 38 years ago with his wife, Devora, 
says this space turns dreams into reality. “This 
is an opportunity to expand the day school and 
for more Jewish kids to have a quality Jewish 
education. It will be a great place for Northeast 
Portland Chabad to grow and accommodate all 
the needs here.”
MJDS board member and parent Rabbi Shmu-

lik Greenberg of Clark County Chabad also calls 
it a dream come true: “There will be a day school 
and a preschool on the east side. … This is a big 
opportunity for more families on the east side 
and, like me, in Southwest Washington.”

East side gains day school, preschool
Maimonides 
Jewish Day 
School and 
Chabad of 
Northeast 

Portland are 
purchasing 
this former 
preschool 

at 4635 NE 
9th Ave. to 
house the 

day school, 
a preschool 

and all of 
Chabad NE's 

programs.

BY DEBORAH MOON
Shortly after I wrote an article announcing the 

creation of Avraham’s Closet, a medical-equip-
ment lending library, I found out what a wonder-
ful resource it truly is.
Cantor Linda Shivers and Neveh Shalom’s  

Hesed (kindness) Committee created the program 
to loan wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, shower 
chairs, commodes and other items to people re-
covering from surgery, injury or illness.  

PT Patty Magid-Volk 
and Cantor Linda 
Shivers prepare 
a wheelchair for 
someone needing 
a lift following 
surgery, injury or 
illness. The durable 
medical-equipment 
lending library could 
use more wheel-
chairs. 

Avraham's Closet lends wheelchairs, walkers & more
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Injustice in all forms is a Jewish issue, and 
that includes menstrual injustice. Members 
of the Portland chapter of Dignity Grows 
know this and are working to eliminate 
the injustice of period poverty. The com-
munity is invited to support that effort by 
attending a Red Tent Event on Aug. 28, 
where event-goers will celebrate the new 
moon, the new month of Elul and the work 
to end period poverty by Dignity Grows. 
The Portland chapter is part of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Portland.
The Red Tent experience will include 

food and entertainment, but at the heart of 
the event is building support for Dignity 
Grows and its beneficiaries. 
Dignity Grows members Arlene Cogen 

and Jess Hilbert have set up partnerships 
with six local agencies to distribute totes. 
These organizations are expected to deliver 
about 2,400 totes this year to people who 
need them. Representatives of the partner 
organizations who receive Dignity Grows 
donations will share how the hygiene prod-
ucts provided by Dignity Grows impact the 
lives of recipients.
Having worked with the Oregon Com-

munity Foundation for years, Cogen knew 
which local organizations would benefit 
from Dignity Grows’ donations of tote bags 
packed with menstrual products and other 
hygiene items. 
“I love working directly with the part-

ners,” Cogen says. “I’m excited for our 
community to meet these agencies serving 
our neighbors in need.”
Cogen also knows from personal expe-

rience the indignity of not having period 
essentials. “When I just graduated high 
school, I went on a trip to Boston wearing 
a white skirt,” she says. “While visiting 
Faneuil Hall, I got my period. The red stain 
down the back of my skirt was the most 
horrifying thing imaginable. It was such an 
awful feeling, not having what I needed. I 
don’t want anyone to be put in the situation 
I was put in.”
The distribution partners are Outside In, 

which supports youth at risk and was the 
first recipient of Dignity Grows totes; Self 
Enhancement Inc., an organization guiding 
underserved youth to realize their full po-
tential; A Safe Place, which offers help to 
anyone experiencing violence or abuse; Vir-
ginia Garcia Memorial Health Center, which 
provides services to people with barriers to 
receiving health care; Transition Projects, 
which helps people transition from home-
lessness to housing; and Divine Threads, 
which offers clothing, personal care prod-
ucts and career guidance to women in need.
“I love seeing young women walking 

around with these totes with smiles on their 

faces,” Cogen says. “The totes are so dis-
creet and give them the confidence to be a 
woman and not be looked down upon for 
getting their period at an inconvenient time.”
All community members are welcome at 

the event, which has been funded entirely 
by donations of money and services. Un-
der scarlet-lit tents adorned with flowers, 
guests will be treated to dance and music 

(see above). They also will be invited to 
sign up for special experiences gifted to 
Dignity Grows to raise money for totes.
Admission is a $10 donation, which cov-

ers the cost of one tote and its contents. All 
money collected goes to purchase totes and 
their contents.
Register for the event or donate to Dignity 

Grows at jewishportland.org/red-tent.

Dignity Grows battles injustice of period poverty

Just as the Israelites wandering in the desert 
contributed the materials needed to build the 
Tabernacle, community members have given 
generously to add beauty to the Aug. 28 Red 
Tent Event benefiting Dignity Grows.
Sarah Jane Dillon, owner of Flora Kul-

tur, will create a one-of-a-kind entryway 
into the Red Tent made of flowers and is 
adorning the tables under the tent with her 
beautiful bouquets. 
Elena Larrabee of Royce’s Prop Shop will 

work some lighting magic to transform a 
simple, white tent into a brilliant, crimson 
space. RPS has generously reduced their 
price to help make the Red Tent a sacred 
space for gathering.
Three artists will fill the space with song, 

dance and art to create a welcoming spirit 
that invites attendees to experience beauty.
Morgan Fay is a Raqs Sharqi and Fusion 

Belly Dance artist based in Portland. Mor-
gan will set the stage for the evening by 
welcoming guests into the Red Tent with 
dance. Later, she will offer instruction in 
the hip and torso movements common to 
this ancient dance form. 
Singer-songwriter Lisa Schneiderman is a 

public relations and 
marketing consul-
tant who has placed 
tikkun olam center-
stage throughout her 
life. She continues 
in this tradition by 
lending her vocal 
talent to elevate the 

Red Tent Event and help unlock the pow-
er of Rosh Chodesh Elul. Guests will be 
treated to the premiere of an original song 
written for the event by Lisa.
Judaic artist Sara Harwin will display her 

fabric construction “Imahot” (Matriarchs) 
under the Red Tent. The piece features Avot 
v’Imahot, a version of the first blessing of 
the Amidah, which includes not only the 
founding fathers of Judaism (Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob) but also the founding 
mothers (Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Ra-
chel). Sara’s work has been exhibited in 
galleries and museums nationwide, and she 
has completed several pieces of ceremonial 
artwork commissioned by congregations. 
Under the Red Tent, her beautiful art will 
help guests connect with the matriarchs. 

“There should be a song for women to sing at 
this moment, or a prayer to recite. But  

perhaps there is none because there are no 
words strong enough to name the moment.”

~ Anita Diamant, The Red Tent

Artists to bring beauty to Red Tent Event
Morgan Fay Sara Harwin

Lisa Schneiderman

https://www.jewishportland.org/red-tent
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JOIN US IN
CELEBRATION

Saturday
October 8, 2022

Portland
Art Museum

Get dressed in your best for
an elegant and fun evening of

dining, live music, and dancing
as we celebrate 100 years

of Federation!

Register Today
JewishPortland.org/GalaCelebration

RSVP by September 22, 2022

        

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
REGISTER TODAY!

 

https://www.jewishportland.org/jfgp-gala-2023
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This fall, B’nai B’rith Camp Chief Philan-
thropy Officer Aaron Pearlman will con-
clude his successful career raising funds 
for BB Camp by transitioning the position 
to new Development Director Laura Jeser.
Laura will join the BB Camp team in early 

September, and Aaron will launch his new 
consulting business at the end of October.

AARON PEARLMAN
Over the past nine years, Aaron’s work 

with the dedicated professional staff and 
lay leadership of the BB Camp LLC and the 
B’nai Brith Men’s 
Camp Boards has 
raised more than 
$19 million in 
capital and annual 
gifts – all to benefit 
BB campers.  Un-
der his leadership, 
the Second Cen-
tury Capital Cam-
paign raised the final $10 million (of a total 
$15 million), which led to the complete 
rebuild of the BB Camp campus, preparing 
it for a new century of BB campers.
“As we have just completed our Capital 

Campaign and 100th Anniversary celebra-
tion, it is a good time for me to begin my 
transition from BB Camp employee back to 
lifelong volunteer,” says Aaron. “BB Camp is 
in my bones …  I look forward to many years 
of raising dollars and participating in the 
amazing volunteer leadership at BB Camp.”
Having decided to become a Jewish com-

munal professional after growing up at BB 
Camp, he says his position there has been 
his dream job.  
“He built a culture of philanthropy that 

grew our donor base, fundraising tools and 
funds to support BB Camp’s programs of 
excellence,” says BB Camp CEO Michelle 
Koplan. “Personally, I will miss his part-
nership as we created a vision and frame-
work to transform and sustain BB Camp 
for our next generation of leaders.”

LAURA JESER
Aaron calls Laura “the kind of person who 

is present, caring, fun and down to earth.”
Laura brings 17 years of development and 

event management experience to her new 
post. She worked at the Directors Guild of 
America, the Alzheimer’s Association and 
Volunteers of America while living in Los 
Angeles. She simultaneously did stand-up 
comedy on evenings and weekends while 
working at some of those organizations. 
When her stand-up career became success-
ful, she took a hiatus from her development 
career to do USO tours and performances 
at clubs and colleges across the country. 
She hopes to bring that skill to bear hosting 
events for BB Camp.

She and husband, Michael, z”l, moved to 
Portland in 2015, when he became the cam-
paign director at the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Portland. Their daughter, Eleanore, 
now 5, was born here. While in Portland, 
Laura became the program manager for a 
B’nai B’rith International project called 
Diverse Minds Writing Challenge, which 
gave high schoolers the opportunity to 
write a book about diversity and inclusion 
for elementary age students. 
The family moved to California in August 

2018 when Michael became CEO of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater San Diego. 
He passed away from esophageal cancer 
July 24, 2021. When Laura realized she 
could move anywhere for her next job, she 
targeted Portland.
“The community gave so much to Mi-

chael and Eleanore and me,” she says. “I’m 
excited to give back to that community.”
She adds that Eleanore will start kinder-

garten at Portland Jewish Academy this fall. 
“It’s good to be back in the community.”
She is also excited to re-engage with BB 

Camp. While living in Portland, she toured 
BB Camp several times when Michael 
took donors to see the Lincoln City camp-
ground. She also attended the BB Camp’s 
women’s retreat ReJewvenation and served 
on the 2016 gala committee that created the 
BB Camp Bash. She is looking forward to 
being part of the BB Camp community of 
staff and lay leaders. 
“The energy that surrounds BB Camp and 

the people that are connected to it … really 
resonates with me,” she says. “I’m a pretty 
energetic person, and to be around that en-
ergy just gets me going even more.”
Koplan says BB Camp conducted a robust 

search with multiple qualified candidates, 
and selected Laura because she is “authen-
tic, skilled and extraordinarily personable.” 
“Her relationship-centric approach will 

profoundly benefit our agency’s annual 
fundraising focus and continued relation-
ship building.” 

New donor chief for BB Camp 

New ed director & 
b’mitzvah program
at Shaarie Torah
 Youth education, other 
 programs open to all 
Congregation Shaarie Torah welcomes 

Cara Abrams as education director begin-
ning this August. In collaboration with 
Rabbi Gary Ezra Oren, Cara will oversee 
the youth education program for grades 
K-5 as well as the new b’mitzvah program, 
Mensch Academy, which launches this fall. 
In line with the communitywide focus on 

being warm, welcoming and family-orient-
ed, all Shaarie Torah youth programs are 
open to members and non-members.

EDUCATION DIRECTOR
CARA ABRAMS

Cara grew up in Eugene and was active 
at Temple Beth Israel, where her love of 
Judaism was kindled. She earned her B.A. 
in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies from 
Brandeis University and her Master of 
Jewish Education from Hebrew College, 
Shoolman Graduate School of Jewish Ed-
ucation. She holds a Certificate in Jewish 
Day School Education as well as a Cer-
tificate of Advanced Jewish Studies from 
the prestigious Pardes Institute for Jewish 
Studies in Jerusalem.
Cara served as director of education for 

The Kavana Cooperative, an independent 
Jewish community in Seattle, where she 
developed and curated a unique learning 
environment for the students and families. 
Cara co-chaired Limmud Seattle for two 
years, building community through Jewish 
learning. She was awarded the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Seattle’s Spitzer Young 
Leadership Award in 2019, recognizing her 
contributions as a community builder. 
In 2021, she moved to Portland with her 

family to serve as the first executive direc-
tor of the Eastside Jewish Commons. 
“Jewish learning has an abundance of  

Cara Abrams and Rabbi Gary Oren

Continued on next pageLaura and Eleanore Jeser
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Volunteers feted: Part 4

ROBBIE LAMBERT: Honored 
by Congregation Shir Tikvah
A former teacher and longtime member 

of the Shir Tikvah community, Robbie 
was instrumen-
tal in piloting a 
one-on-one He-
brew curriculum 
for the congre-
gation’s fourth-
grade students 
and training 
other volunteers 
how to use the 
materials. 
Her passion for a cleaner environment 

has translated into workshops on how to 
reduce the use of plastics and, most re-
cently, a “Reverse Tashlich” event that 
resulted in more than 2,500 pounds of 
trash being hauled out of the Johnson 
Creek Flood Plain. 
She is currently the chair of Shir Tik-

vah’s Tikkun Olam Project, a working 
group that focuses on social and envi-
ronmental justice.
Shir Tikvah says that Robbie shows 

great compassion for those who are in 
need. She is dependable and thorough, 
characteristics not to be taken lightly in 
a volunteer. 
DANELLE ROMAIN: Honored 
by Portland Jewish Academy
Danelle Romain is a native Portlander 

who spent several years in Washington, 
D.C., working for an Oregon Congress-
man, a national 
trade association 
and as a press 
secretary for a 
U.S. presidential 
campaign be-
fore returning to 
Oregon, where 
she now covers 
a broad range of 
current policy issues for a lobbying firm. 
At PJA, Danelle has served on a num-

ber of board committees including safe-
ty and security, finance and governance. 
Danelle is also the Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center/PJA representa-

tive on the Oregon Jewish Community 
Foundation Board. 
Danelle has been a member of the Ex-

ecutive Committee of the PJA/MJCC 
boards and has served as their president 
since July 2022.
PJA says it is most grateful for 

Danelle’s tremendous dedication and 
service to the school, describing her as 
a passionate PJA parent and volunteer. 
Her commitment to Jewish education 
coupled with her deep understanding of 
the needs of the school as a board leader 
make her an extremely valuable mem-
ber of the PJA kehillah.

JUDY FREEMAN: Honored by 
Shaarie Torah Sisterhood 
With her proper British flare and over-

flowing heart, Judy Freeman has held 
the positions of Shaarie Torah Sister-
hood President, 
Secretary and 
member-at-large. 
She helps man-
age the hamen-
taschen fundrais-
ing project and 
annual latke fry, 
works on com-
mittees, helped 
create an annual shul Gardening Party 
and is always up for sorting out a chal-
lenge.  
Judy holds a doctor of medicine from 

the University of Birmingham in the 
UK, where she trained and practiced 
anesthesiology. She has volunteered for 
three medical missions to India.
Before coming to Oregon, Judy was 

an active member of Hadassah in Pitts-
burgh. Now retired, she continues her 
volunteer work with SMART Oregon, 
Chamber Music Northwest and Beaver-
ton’s Patricia Reser Center for the Arts. 
She enjoys travelling the world, music 
and Israeli dancing and is learning to 
chant Haftorah. 
Shaarie Torah Sisterhood says Judy is 

always willing to lend a hand and pitch 
in. She is a joy to work with, gives by 
example and is an outstanding woman 
leader in their organization.

The Jewish Women’s Round Table and the Jewish Review 
are once again collaborating to recognize outstanding 
women volunteers who have been selected by their or-
ganizations to receive the Round Table’s Song of Miriam 
Awards. 
The awards are usually presented during a brunch event 

in June, however it has not been held during the pandemic. 
Following is the fourth group of women whose organiza-
tions selected them to receive this year’s Song of Miriam. 
The final honorees will be in the next issue.

opportunities for asking questions and explora-
tion, which is one of the main reasons I love being 
a Jewish educator, because I get to continue learn-
ing and growing along with my students and their 
families,” says Cara.
Cara wants to foster a warm, welcoming envi-

ronment for Shaarie Torah families and youth. 
“I am beyond delighted to have someone with 

Cara’s intellect, passion for Jewish living and 
Jewish education, cutting-edge experience and 
deep commitment to building meaningful rela-
tionships,” says Rabbi Oren. “She will be a cata-
lyst for the next chapter of Shaarie Torah’s import-
ant work helping strengthen Jewish identity in our 
kids and within our families.”
Cara was selected by a panel that included clergy, 

board members and school parents. Among them 
was Allison Fowler, who says, “Cara is warm and 
knowledgeable. She will be an asset to our religious 
school because she has everything we’ve been 
looking for in a director and an educator. She has 
experience in this role and a deep level of educa-
tion. From a board perspective, we are excited to 
have Cara be a part of making our religious school 
the best it can be.”
Rabbi Oren concludes, “I am so, so impressed 

with the way Cara helps people feel comfortable 
in Jewish spaces regardless of their backgrounds, 
and her openness is contagious. I cannot wait to 
see how her creativity and welcome shape our 
learning and help our kids grow into A+ people.”

MENSCH ACADEMY   
B’MITZVAH PROGRAM

As Mensch Academy launches, Cara and Rab-
bi Oren are excited to collaborate directly with 
students and their families. The word mensch is 
Yiddish and implies that the person is a person 
of character – “you’re such a mensch!” Mensch 
Academy is a student-centered b’mitzvah pro-
gram, which reflects the idea that there is no one 
way to experience, prepare for and celebrate be-
coming a b’mitzvah. Teens will gather twice a 
month, exploring and experimenting with Jewish 
tradition, making it their own and becoming the 
best versions of themselves – mensches. In addi-
tion to a calendar of learning and social programs, 
families will team up with Rabbi Oren and Cara to 
set meaningful learning goals and craft a custom-
ized ceremony to mark becoming b’mitzvah. 
“Cara and I are excited to invite parents and chil-

dren into the creative process of crafting a ritual 
experience that is vibrant and meaningful,” says 
Rabbi Oren. “It is a foundational value for us at 
Shaarie Torah to meet families where they are, 
and our job is to ask how can we work together to 
create Jewish ritual that will match the uniqueness 
of each family. We are excited to see the myriad 
of Jewish experiences that will be created and to 
invite families to be empowered in the crafting of 
such an important moment.”
To learn more about our options for K-7th grade 

programming for this coming school year, please 
visit the CST website, ShaarieTorah.org, or email 
Cara at cara@shaarietorah.org.

SHAARIE TORAH (cont.)

http://www.shaarietorah.org
mailto:cara@shaarietorah.org
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Life-cycle event                                    

The Oregon Jewish Community Youth Foundation seeks applica-
tions for youth foundation participation and its leadership council.  
Applications to participate in the youth foundation are due by 

11:59 pm on Friday, Aug. 26. High school age, Jewish-identifying 
youth entering grades 10-12 are encouraged to apply. Ninth-grad-
ers will be accepted as space permits.
The OJCYF Leadership Council offers returning OJCYF mem-

bers further opportunities to build leadership skills, select and help 
facilitate workshop activities, and advocate for change. Leadership 
Council applications are due by 11:59 pm on Monday, Aug. 15. 
OJCYF is a nationally celebrated program of the Oregon Jewish 

Community Foundation. Now in its 20th year, the program culti-
vates the next generation of community leaders and engaged citi-
zens. High school students meet for a series of workshops through-
out the school year to learn about tikkun olam, philanthropy and 
community needs. 
Through OJCYF, students develop an understanding of the im-

portance of nonprofits and their inner workings and engage with 
core values, Jewish principles and contemporary justice issues. 
They evaluate local Jewish and secular charities through in-depth 
site visits and plan and lead an annual fundraising dinner event. 
The year culminates in a student-run grant review process, where 
funds are allocated to organizations of the group’s choosing.
Students learn leadership skills, gain experience serving on a 

board, and join with other teens to connect and make meaningful 
contributions to the community on the issues they care most about.
After two years of virtual programming, this year’s program will 

offer both an in-person cohort and a virtual or hybrid option for 
participants living outside the metro area. 
“We are excited to bring back the energy and camaraderie offered 

through in-person sessions as well as adjust the virtual experience 
so that online participants feel engaged and involved,” says veter-
an educator Susan Berniker, who will facilitate OJCYF this year.
For details and applications, visit ojcf.org/programs/ojcyf.

From Aug. 29 through Sept. 2, B’nai 
B’rith Camp will present Camp Noah to 
address Lincoln County’s need to support 
children still reeling from the 2020 Echo 
Mountain Complex Wildfire. Facing pov-
erty, food insecurity and the housing crisis, 
many families have few resources to heal 
from the wildfire disaster. 
BB Camp will provide a safe, supportive 

and joyous one-week intensive day camp 
for children impacted by the Echo Moun-
tain Complex Wildfire to help them heal 
and process the trauma. BB Camp’s Camp 
Noah is presented in partnership with the 
Otis Strong Tigers, Lincoln County Health 
Department and Lutheran Social Service of 
Minnesota’s Camp Noah program.
The Lincoln County School District has 

identified children from Otis who were dis-
placed from the wildfire and are still expe-
riencing heightened fear, trouble sleeping, 
anxiety, complaints of physical discomfort 
and risky behaviors, among many other 
issues. The Lincoln County Health Depart-
ment requested BB Camp provide this vital 
day camp service to the community.
“Since 2006, BB Camp has been serv-

ing the local Lincoln County Community 
through our BB Day Camp Lincoln City 
program,” says BB Camp CEO Michelle 
Koplan. “And, since March 2020, BB 
Camp has continued to feed Lincoln Coun-
ty’s food-insecure children and the Echo 
Mountain Complex Wildfire Survivors, 
now providing over 345,000 meals.” 
The relationship and partnership built 

during the pandemic and wildfires enabled 
the Lincoln County Health Department 
to know that BB Camp’s services to the 
community extended beyond just summer 
camp.  

“Serving our community’s children who 
are still reeling from the wildfires through 
a meaningful, trauma-informed BB Day 
Camp, our Camp Noah program is just one 
more way we can share our values of tik-
kun olam (repairing the world) and kehilah 
(community),” says Koplan “Camp Noah 
allows us the opportunity to continue to 
impact our local community in such posi-
tive ways.”
Camp Noah, provided by and hosted at 

BB Day Camp Lincoln City, will provide 
resources that help build resiliency and pre-
paredness skills, all while restoring hope. 
Using a proven curriculum designed to 
help children process their natural disaster 
experience through creative activities and 
play, Camp Noah celebrates every child as 
special. In this safe and supportive setting, 
children are encouraged to face their fears, 
grieve their losses, identify and share their 
unique gifts and talents, and plan for an 
amazing future.  
The Camp Noah curriculum is shared 

through the tale of Noah’s Ark, a story fo-
cused on how one can overcome and grow 
from the troubling experience of a natural 
disaster. The lessons include I am Some-
body Special (life before the ark); Storm 
Stories (getting on the ark/beginning of 
the storm); Why am I Feeling This Way?  
(life after the storm); I Can do That (on dry 
ground); and Can I Help You?  (life after 
the ark). Each session of Camp Noah in-
cludes a variety of fun, creative BB Camp 
activities including athletics, swimming in 
our heated pool, watercraft lake activities, 
puppet shows, skits and dancing, arts and 
crafts, and stories and storytelling. 
For more information, visit bbcamp.org/

camp-noah.

WEDDING
Northman-Marocco

Holly Litwin and Tod Northman are 
thrilled to announce the marriage of their 
son,  Eitan Northman, to Simone Maroc-
co. The bride is the daughter of Karen and 
Avi Marocco.  
Eitan was born 

and raised for 
the first 12 years 
of his life in 
Portland. 
The wedding 

took place on 
Sunday, July 
12, 2022, in 
Chagrin Falls, 
Ohio, at Sun 
Valley. Rabbi 
Binyamin Blau 
of Green Road 
Synagogue in Beachwood, Ohio, officiated 
at the outdoor chuppah, set in a scenic area 
overlooking a lake. It was especially mean-
ingful having Rabbi Blau officiate, as he 
personally knows Eitan and Simone well. 
Both the ceremony and reception were 
incredibly joyous, and having a few close 
friends from Portland there to celebrate in 
person was fantastic.  
The newlyweds reside in the Washing-

ton Heights neighborhood of New York 
City.  Eitan and Simone are excited about 
their upcoming honeymoon trip to Denver 
and Los Angeles.  Simone is studying to 
become a physician assistant and Eitan is 
studying to become an attorney. 
They described their wedding day as not 

only being the best day of their lives, but 
also exceeding their wildest dreams of how 
incredible an experience it would be to 
celebrate. May they have a long and very 
happy married life together.

Applications open for youth foundation and leadership council

BB Camp creates camp for 
youth impacted by 2020 wildfire

https://ojcf.org/programs/ojcyf
https://bbcamp.org/camp-noah
https://bbcamp.org/camp-noah
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One of those parents, Annie Isaac, is looking forward to taking 
her two oldest daughters to the new school. Her youngest daughter 
will stay at The Gan-Garrett Preschool run by Chabad of Clark 
County, since it is very close to their home, and she only attends 
half days.
“Portland has three day schools, and they have all been in South-

west Portland,” Isaac says. “Having a school in Northeast Portland 
opens Jewish education to more families. It’s a really exciting 
thing for Portland.”
In addition to mortgages, MJDS and NE Chabad each have 

launched a capital campaign to fund the $1,922,500 purchase price 
as well as needed renovations and furnishings. The two organiza-
tions will each pay approximately half (MJDS will cover slightly 
more) of the projected total cost of $2,341,050. Closing is set for 
Aug. 8. 
The ADA-accessible, two-story building has classroom space, 

activity areas, a large lobby, kitchen, office space and a commu-
nity/shul space. With double the space of the old school, there is 
more space for art and music. Located in a quiet neighborhood, 
the site features separate outdoor play spaces for preschoolers and 
older students. 
NE Chabad Executive Director Rabbi Chaim Wilhelm says the 

5,000 square feet of outdoor space will be available for camp and 
afterschool programs, as well. A large lobby will double as an in-
formal gathering place for families arriving for programs. Given 
the prominence of food in Jewish holidays and traditions, he ex-
pects the soon-to-be-kosher meat/parve kitchen will serve as an 
important hub.  
His wife, NE Chabad Educational Director Mushka Wilhelm, is 

equally excited about the space. The kitchen will be a wonderful 
space for the teens and other volunteers to prepare food for se-
niors and the homebound served by Chabad’s Chesed (kindness) 
Connection. Teens will also be able to enjoy expanded teen pro-
gramming in a Teen Lounge. Hebrew school and summer camp 
will have a permanent home. Women will have space for weekly 
Mommy & Me gatherings and for ladies’ classes. 
“As a mom myself, I want to provide a spiritual network and 

empower ladies of today,” says Mushka Wilhelm. “This is space to 
gather and connect and feel a sense of ownership.”
“Chabad of Northeast in partnership with the day school will fill 

this space with love, laughter and joy,” she says. “There is so much 
opportunity here.”
NE Chabad and Maimonides have hosted several open houses at 

the new space. A July 21 open house drew many people who have 
participated in events hosted by NE Chabad during its 10 years in 
the area.
Walking to their cars after the tour, Helen Tevlin and Lynn Tylor 

called the space “light” and “spacious.”
“This is a wonderful space with so many options,” said Masha 

Sanders at the open house. Her grandson, Max, has participated in 
NE Chabad’s Hebrew School and other programs for nine years. 
She adds that Chabad is “very welcoming.” 
Kirk Erickson enjoys how NE Chabad has supported his wife and 

daughter’s investment in their Jewish heritage. He said the Hebrew 
school is good for his daughter, but Chabad also offers opportuni-
ties for him to support and understand that heritage. When leaving 
the building, he said, “I know it will be a good space to learn.”  
Donate to the MJDS building campaign or the Chabad of North-

east building campaign at charidy.com/Building4JewishOregon.
For more information on the groups, visit jewishnortheast.com 

and  portlandjewishschool.com. 

EDUCATION CENTER (continued from page 1)

A bright, airy lobby will welcome families arriving for preschool, day 
school and Chabad programs. The lobby opens onto several open 
areas, below, for classrooms and program space.

Spread the word: Cedar Sinai 
Park is looking for more good 
souls with heart. Full- and part-
time positions include dining 
room servers (a great first job 
for teens), cooks, certified nurs-
ing assistants, receptionists, li-
censed nurse professionals and 
many others.  
See all the available positions 

at cedarsinaipark.org/careers.
Many Cedar Sinai Park em-

ployees have grown their career 

with us through scholarships 
offered by the organization, 
says Human Resources Direc-
tor Geneva Dougal.
Each Friday in August, Cedar 

Sinai Park representatives will 
be at the corner of Southwest 
62nd Avenue and Beaverton 
Hillsdale Highway with appli-
cations. 
Stop by and fill out an appli-

cation from noon to 4 pm on 
Aug.5, 12, 19 and 26.

Jobs board                                                                  
Submit job openings for this col-

umn to editor@jewishportland.org.

JEWISH CAREER HUB 
The Jewish Federation of Greater 

Portland’s job board for the ongo-
ing listing of job opportunities in 
the Jewish community currently 
features 11 Jewish job openings. 
See full descriptions for all of the 
openings or submit job openings at 
jewishportland.org/ourcommunity/
jewish-jobs.

Hiring events at Cedar Sinai Park Fridays in August

https://www.charidy.com/Building4JewishOregon
https://www.charidy.com/Building4JewishOregon
https://www.jewishnortheast.com/
https://www.portlandjewishschool.com/
https://cedarsinaipark.org/careers/
mailto:editor@jewishportland.org
https://www.jewishportland.org/ourcommunity/jewish-jobs
https://www.jewishportland.org/ourcommunity/jewish-jobs
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BY KERRY POLITZER
Pianist and educator Sophie 

Lippert has worn many hats 
during her professional life, 
from concert series curator to 
community-builder and per-
former with various symphony 
orchestras. 
But during the pandemic, she 

had the opportunity to focus 
on one of her passions – the 
music of women composers. 
This translated into a dream 
job as the first international 
correspondent for All Classi-
cal Portland – a position that 
has Sophie blogging about her 
fascinating new life in Tel Aviv 
as well as the music of Israeli 
women composers. Some of 
this music is so obscure that 
it has never been recorded. 
“Which was crazy to me, be-
cause this is great music!” says 
the pianist enthusiastically.
When Sophie first moved to 

Portland over 10 years ago, 
she founded Vibrant Studios, a 
multi-purpose space for move-
ment, wellness and art. 
“That was my first way of be-

coming really passionate about 
engaging with the Portland 
community,” she says. 
She also began the Connec-

tions Concert Series and forged 
links with All Classical Port-
land, appearing on the station’s 

“Thursdays @ Three” and 
collaborating on grant oppor-
tunities. The pandemic forced 
Sophie to pause her series and 
community-building activities, 
so she embarked on a rehaul of 
her traditional classical reper-
toire. 
“I realized how much I loved 

to play music by underexposed 
composers, and in particular, 

music written by women,” she 
says. “It became very exciting 
to me.”
This past fall, All Classical 

Portland approached Sophie 
about a brand new position as 
international correspondent, 
and she gladly accepted. It 
worked out perfectly, as Sophie 
had already planned to be in Tel 
Aviv for the year (she has now 

extended her stay throughout 
2023). 
“I became really clear about 

having a strong desire to con-
nect with Israeli culture and 
was very interested in find-
ing different avenues through 
which to do that,” she says. 
To that end, the pianist ex-

plored the Israeli Composers’ 
League and perused national 
archives of classical sheet mu-
sic, learning about composers 
such as Sarah Feigin, Lotti 
Amit-Kalev and Na’ama Tamir 
Kaplan. 
“I purchased a bunch of sheet 

music from Israeli libraries, 
and in conjunction with those 
sources, I (also) pursued indi-
vidual relationships with living 
composers,” says Sophie. 
She was able to feature their 

music on a recent trip back 
home to perform her discover-
ies on All Classical Portland. 
The concert can be streamed at 
allclassical.org/programs/pro-
gram-archive. 
Sophie blogs about her ex-

perience living in Tel Aviv at 
allclassical.org/arts-blog/. For 
more information about the art-
ist, visit sophielippert.com. 

Kerry Politzer is a writer, 
foodie and pianist who moved 
to Portland in 2011.

Sophie Lippert, an international correspondent for All Classical 
Portland, plays the piano on a patio overlooking the Tel Aviv beach.

Portlander shares music of Israeli women

The community is invited to help Congre-
gation Neveh Shalom celebrate the 100th 
birthday of CNS Sisterhood and the 80th 
birthday of Torah Fund at 11 am-3 pm, 
Aug. 28, at CNS.
There will be a brunch and a presentation 

by Kate and Henry Haas. Henry escaped 
Germany during World War II and will talk 
about his experiences in Shanghai during 
that time.
Tickets are $18/person with proceeds ben-

efiting the Torah Fund. RSVP by Aug. 10 at 
nevehshalom.org/CNSSis100.
For questions, contact Diane Kahn at 360-

713-1340 or dianeandjosh@hotmail.com.

A CENTURY OF SISTERHOOD 
Following is an excerpt about the sis-

terhood’s evolution from an article by 
Michelle Iimori-Goldenberg with Jennifer 
Kalenscher that was published in the July/
August issue of CNS’s The Chronicle: 
In 1922, a group of women came together 

to establish an organization to support Jew-
ish women and to learn and laugh together, 
because in 1922, there were no female cler-
gy, nor were women allowed on the bima. 
The core has carried on: “The Congrega-
tion Neveh Shalom Sisterhood mission 
is to bring women of diverse ages, back-
grounds and interests together to serve our 
Congregation and community, as well as to 
enrich our lives through personal growth 
and friendship” (bylaws of Neveh Shalom 
Sisterhood 1922, amended June 2017). 
This mission has become a legacy; we 

recently updated our bylaws to make sure 
that we stay relevant to today’s issues. 
What has changed is our interpretation 

of diverse backgrounds to include women 
who are going through a conversion, wom-
en who may be a part of Neveh Shalom as 
a couple from an interfaith marriage and 
all who identify as women. Our events are 
welcoming to all gender identities and di-
verse backgrounds. 

When the Neveh Shalom Sisterhood was 
first founded, it was rare to find a woman 
who worked outside of the home. Members 
of the Sisterhood were actively involved in 
preparing food for the synagogue’s kiddu-
shim, shiva minyan and festive occasions. 
Today, most members have worked or cur-

rently work outside of the home. We have 
taken the women out of the Neveh Shalom 
kitchen, and most events are catered. Wom-
en have taken on leadership roles in many 
aspects of life, both inside and outside of 
the synagogue. The Sisterhood provides 
funds for Yom Kippur breakfasts, educa-
tional scholarships for Aliyah, contributes 
funds to five rabbinical colleges (through 
our fundraising efforts, called Torah Fund), 
collects clothing for the homeless and so 
much more. 
One thing rings as true today as it did 

years ago. The Sisterhood is a place where 
individuals can grow, develop leadership 
skills and truly make a difference. 

Neveh Shalom Sisterhood is 100 & Torah Fund is 80

https://www.allclassical.org/programs/program-archive
https://www.allclassical.org/programs/program-archive
https://www.allclassical.org/arts-blog/
https://www.sophielippert.com
https://members.nevehshalom.org/event/sisterhood100event
mailto:dianeandjosh@hotmail.com?subject=%22Time%20to%20Celebrate%20Event%22%20Question
https://nevehshalom.org/chronicle/
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During the pandemic, Jodi Garber-Simon 
realized that all five of the Multnomah 
County Commissioners are women. Then 
Andrea Valderrama took office in April 
2021, and Oregon’s State House of Rep-
resentatives flipped to a female majority. 
Combined with a female governor and a 
female speaker of the house, that was a lot 
of women in power.
“That is not the norm for the rest of the 

country,” Jodi says. 
This month is the premier of the film she 

has produced exploring that phenomenon: 
“Shattered: How Women Broke the Glass 
Ceiling in Oregon Politics.” The film pre-
mier and VIP reception featuring three 
generations of female political leaders will 
be 6-8 pm, Aug. 18, at the University of 
Oregon in Portland. Tickets start at $10 at 
tinyurl.com/womenor. 
When Jodi embarked on the project, she 

was the Director of Marketing and Com-
munications for the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Portland, a post she left in De-
cember 2021 to become Director, Global 
Communications, for Tektronix. She also 
continues to help her husband, Neil Simon, 
with the company the couple founded, Big-
horn Communications.
“Neil had made other documentaries, and 

I have assisted,” says Jodi, noting that for 
this film, she took the lead as executive 
producer. “As a woman, it seemed like my 
story to tell.”

The film includes footage from Valder-
rama’s swearing in and interviews with 
former Governor Barbara Roberts and the 
five Multnomah Commissioners – Chair 
Deborah Kafoury and Commissioners 
Susheela Jayapal, Jessica Vega Pederson, 
Lori Stegmann and Sharon Meieran, who 
is Jewish. The narrator is Aslan Newson, a 
young activist who was involved in renam-
ing the former Wilson High School as Ida 
B. Wells High School. Newson graduated 
from Ida B. Wells in June and will attend 
Yale in the fall.
Jodi says she chose a young narrator to 

emphasize the hopeful nature of the film.
“This is the story about how women can 

come to power,” says Jodi, the mother of 

twin daughters, 9, and a son, 12. “I hope 
all little girls can watch this film and be 
inspired.”
“Women are half the nation yet less than 

a third of elected leaders. But in Oregon, 
women have blazed a trail of their own,” 
according to the event page. “With wom-
en’s rights under attack, women’s represen-
tation matters more than ever.”
The couple financed the film themselves 

and want to recoup some of the costs, but 
they also want to support women’s rights. 
Therefore, a portion of the proceeds from 
the film premier will be donated to Planned 
Parenthood. The film has been submitted to 
several film festivals, but no other show-
ings have been confirmed.

Jodi Garber-Simon, right, interviews Multnomah County Commissioner Susheela Jayapal 
for the film “Shattered: How Women Broke the Glass Ceiling in Oregon Politics.”  

Film tells hopeful tale of women in politics

When my 100-year-old father-in-law grew 
weak in his final days, Avraham’s Closet 
quickly provided a wheelchair to take him 
to medical appointments and other items to 
help around the house. He passed away just 
a week later, but the supplies and Cantor 
Shivers’ kindness made the final days easier. 
Our experience has been shared by many 

who need equipment for a short time as 
they recover from surgery or injury.
“Everyone is really appreciative,” says 

Cantor Shivers.
“For those like me with a temporary need 

for medical equipment, Avraham’s Closet 
is an important resource,” wrote one sat-
isfied borrower. “While recovering from 
hip surgery, I was able to borrow items es-
sential in my post-operative rehabilitation. 
Once I recovered and no longer needed the 
items, I was happy to return the borrowed 
equipment, and included other items (walk-
er, shower seat) that I had purchased for 
temporary use during my recovery. It gives 
me pleasure to know that these will now be 
available for someone else to use.” 

Patty Magid-Volk, a physical therapist, 
volunteers to help people decide what 
equipment they need. 
“If you are going to have a hip or knee 

replacement or shoulder surgery, you are 
going to need stuff, and you don’t have to 
buy it,” says PT Patty (as her patients call 
her), who can suggest what equipment you 
are most likely to need. “I can give a pro-
fessional opinion on what is needed.”
When a woman finishing rehab at Robison 

Jewish Health Center called to borrow a 
quad cane and shower bench, Cantor Shiv-
ers knew she might need more equipment. 
So she had a video conference with Patty, 
who was able to recommend other items 
the woman would need to have a smooth 
transition back to her home.
“We try to give mensch-like personal ser-

vice, without restrictions,” says Patty, not-
ing the lending library is open to all. 
Cantor Shivers adds, “No doctor’s note is 

needed. If you say you need it, and we have 
it, you can have it as long as you need it.”
She does encourage people who no longer 

need it to return equipment or donate equip-
ment they have purchased so others may use 
it. She says sometimes people who have had 
one hip replacement think they will hang 
onto a walker anticipating they will have the 
other hip replaced in the future. 
“But if you need it later, we can give it to 

you,” says Cantor Shivers.  
She encourages people to donate unused 

equipment (wheelchairs are especially 
needed) rather than letting it take up space 
and gather dust. A Hesed Committee vol-
unteer is available to pick up donations if 
you aren’t able to drop items off at the syn-
agogue in Southwest Portland.
“Avraham’s Closet is an important re-

source for our community, and I hope that 
others take advantage of this service,” says 
a man who borrowed items while recover-
ing from hip surgery.
Contact Cantor Linda Shivers at 515-954-

5221 or cantor.shivers@gmail.com or call 
the Neveh Shalom office at 503-246-8831 
for more information on how to donate or 
borrow equipment. 

Avraham's Closet (continued from page 1)

https://tinyurl.com/womenor?fbclid=IwAR2-fEcCAjejOGSGrnrWToFzid2TQHdNJ4RELYmqWOeI1CKXQpSq2jLFeZY
mailto:cantor.shivers%40gmail.com?subject=
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BY RABBI BARRY COHEN
Historically, the Jewish peo-

ple are a desert people. Much 
of Torah is set in the desert 
wilderness. We learn the story 
of how we transformed from 
an enslaved mixed multitude 
to a desert-hardened tribal 
community.
Desert people have a unique 

mindset. This community em-
braces simplicity, clearly pri-
oritizes what is necessary and 
discards whatever is redundant. 
Life becomes elegantly basic.
I grew up a suburban kid in 

Memphis in the 1980s. … The 
closest desert was West Texas.
The first time I experienced 

the wilderness was in 1992 
during my first year of rab-
binical school in Israel. At the 
end of summer classes, a small 
group of classmates and I took 
public buses to the Red Sea in 
the Sinai Peninsula. We stashed 
our backpacks in a shelter and 
slept on the beach. We road-
tripped into the desert with 
Bedouins. We hiked, ate, drank, 
explored and slept under the 
stars. It was beautifully simple.
A few months later, one of 

my classmates and I went on a 
Sukkot camping trip in the Ju-
dean wilderness. I had no idea 
what I had gotten myself into 
but quickly adapted. I carried 
only what I needed: basic food, 
a couple of changes of clothing, 
a sleeping bag and minimal 
toiletries. I will never forget 
being humbled by a man three 
times my age as we hiked to the 
top of a mountain. (I thought I 
was in good shape.) I was over-
whelmed witnessing the sun set 
in the west, a full moon rise in 
the east, with the Milky Way 
galaxy in between, undimin-
ished by human light.
I have been revisiting these 

memories during this late July 
heat wave. Four years ago, 
when I was apartment shopping 
before I moved to Portland, 
I asked more than one time 
why the complexes lacked air 
conditioning. The consistent 
response? “Portland summers 

don’t get that hot. We really 
don’t need air conditioning.”
Ha!
The recent heatwave has 

drained me physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually. Unlike 
the Sinai or Judean wilderness, 
temperatures do not plummet at 
night. 
How can we respond? We 

can tap into our legacy as a 
desert people. We can em-
brace our own version of ba-
sic necessities. 
We can take a morning walk 

around the neighborhood be-
fore the temperatures rise too 
high. We can indulge in an iced 
coffee or ice cream. For dinner, 
we can enjoy a simple, healthy 
cold salad with fresh veggies. 
We can turn to our favorite mu-
sic or escape with a good read.
In that spirit, libraries can 

be a safe haven. My favorites 
include the Beaverton City Li-
brary (12375 SW 5th St.) and 
the Ledding Library (10660 SE 
21st Ave., Milwaukie).
During these heat-oppressive 

days, let’s reprioritize and be-
come grateful that we have 
the ability to navigate harsh 
temperatures. This will help 
us reset our bodies and spirits. 
(And if you are fortunate to 

have central air conditioning 
or wall units, offer a prayer of 
gratitude.) 
As a tribal community, we did 

not need that much to navigate 
challenging conditions: just a 
little shade, water and suste-
nance. We knew how to slow 
down and conserve. And of 
course, we had each other to 
share strength, encouragement 
and support. We can use this 
time to be grateful for what we 
have, rather than crave what we 
lack.
Let’s stay safe and sound and 

adopt my Judean desert guide’s 
mantra: zachor lish’tot, “Re-
member to drink!” 

  Embrace our desert legacy

Public Service Announcement 

mailto:chaplain%40jewishportland.org?subject=
http://JewishPortland.org
https://www.facebook.com/JewishPDX

https://www.instagram.com/jewishfederationpdx/
https://www.instagram.com/jewishfederationpdx/
mailto:editor%40jewishportland.org?subject=
mailto:editor%40jewishportland.org?subject=
mailto:editor%40jewishportland.org?subject=
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Events                                                                           

Are you caring for another person? Doing 
so can be rewarding and fulfilling. It also 
often puts substantial physical, emotional 
and mental demands on you, leading to 
your own health issues such as exhaustion, 
difficulty sleeping, depression, anxiety and 
heightened levels of stress. 
If this describes you, please join Jewish 

Family & Child Service’s no-cost Self-
Care for Caregivers group, Friday, Aug. 12, 
10 am. Registration is not required for this 
Zoom-based session. Simply click on the 
session link at jfcs-portland.org/self-care-
for-caregivers. 
The one-time session – which is part of 

JFCS’ Mental Health Spotlight program – 
is guest-facilitated by Dr. Sara Rapaport, 
ND, LMT, BCB. 
The Self-Care for Caregivers group 

largely will focus on 
“self-compassion as 
a form of self-care,” 
says Rapaport, a na-
turopathic doctor, 
massage therapist 
and biofeedback 
practitioner with a 
Portland-based prac-
tice. Rapaport is the 
granddaughter of 

Holocaust survivors and focuses much of 
her work on individuals and communities 
affected by intergenerational trauma.
Missy Fry, LCSW, CAGCS, who is JFCS’ 

behavioral health social worker, says she 
and colleagues often witness caregivers 
feeling like they must deny themselves 
self-care, believing it to be a selfish act. On 

the contrary, Fry says, when we provide 
ourselves with optimal care, we’re better 
equipped to transfer such care to others.
Missy emphasizes that there are many dif-

ferent ways of being a caregiver. “We hope 
that everyone feels like the session we are 
providing is a safe space where they can 
feel accepted and supported for the import-
ant work they are doing.”
Rapaport prefers sessions with an interac-

tive component; she will encourage group 
participants to ask questions and take part 
in the conversation.
JFCS’ Mental Health Spotlight, a pro-

gram of JFCS’ Counseling, is funded by 
the Jewish Federations of North America’s 
Holocaust Survivor Initiative and Center 
on Aging and Trauma, which recognizes 
the need to support caregivers.

The Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Oregon invites the community 
to “Paying It Forward:  OJMCHE 
Transcription Projects and Tips” at 
10:30 am, Aug. 7, on Zoom.
In pursuit of JGSO’s mission 

statement, “Members helping 
members connect with their Jew-
ish ancestry,” the genealogy group 
is partnering with the Oregon Jew-
ish Museum and Center for Ho-
locaust Education for this August 
program.
OJMCHE Archivist Alisha Babb-

stein and Curator of Collections 
Anne LeVant Prahl will discuss 
OJMCHE’s varied transcription 
projects – oral history interviews, 
correspondence, eulogies, ser-
mons, speeches – and the software 
they use and recommend. They will walk attendees through downloading and set 
up of materials, and share style sheets and editing standards.
All transcription projects are done remotely, so JGSO members (and others) 

can volunteer from the comfort of home. OJMCHE gladly takes all volunteers 
who would like to work with them, and Alisha is always available to help and 
answer questions. 
The program will feature some projects that JGSO members will work on.
A goat herder in a former life, a voracious reader in her current life and a Dolly 

Parton enthusiast her entire life, Alisha Babbstein is a woman of many interests. 
None, however, rival her passion for community archives. Since 2013, she has 
been capturing, preserving and stewarding the stories and collections of Jewish 
Oregonians for the education and enjoyment of future generations.
Anne LeVant Prahl has been growing the OJMCHE collection and the muse-

um’s relationships with donors and peer institutions for 25 years. She has de-
veloped OJMCHE holdings into the state’s most comprehensive repository for 
the Jewish community of Oregon. She oversees the oral history program, which 
collects first-person narrative histories of Jewish Oregonians around the state, 
and speaks publicly on the subject of oral history collection.
Register at sites.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/ to receive a confirmation email with 

information to log in to the meeting. All JGSO Zoom meetings feature closed 
captioning.

Dr. Sara Rapaport

Anne LeVant Prahl and Alisha Babbstein, 
right, sort archives at the Oregon Jewish 
Museum and Center for Holocaust Education.

JFCS presents "Self-Care for Caregivers" Aug. 12

Genealogists learn to transcribe
Aug. 4 & 23: Newcomer events 
Those who are new to Portland or simply interested 

in connecting with community members are invited 
to one of two summer events hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Portland and the Oregon Jew-
ish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education. 
Community members 45 and younger will gather 

at 5:30 pm, Aug. 4, for an exhibit tour followed by 
a reception on the museum’s stunning rooftop patio. 
The same program will bring together those 45+ at 
11 am, Aug. 23. 
Tickets are $10 per person at ojmche.org/events.

Aug. 17: Dead Sea Spa Night 
Young adults are invited to enjoy an evening of 

tranquil relaxation, including face masks with mud 
straight from the Dead Sea. Learn about the reli-
gious, cultural and geological aspects of this fasci-
nating liquid landmark. Presented by Moishe Pod-
West PDX from 7 to 9 pm, Aug. 17.
RSVP at www.moishepodwestpdx.com.

Aug. 27: Reading the Holocaust 
David Rutiezer, the grandchild of Jewish immi-

grants, presents “Reading the Holocaust” at the Wil-
sonville Library on Aug. 27 from 1 to 3 pm.
The free program is designed for high school 

through adult readers. “Together we’ll explore some 
lesser-known writings on the Holocaust, with a fo-
cus on diarists, especially by local survivors in the 
Portland area,” says David. “There’ll be a chance to 
read excerpts together and discuss our reactions, as 
well as a reading and resource list for further study 
and exploration.” 
David holds an MFA in Creative Writing from the 

Rainier Writing Workshop and a TESL certificate 
from Concordia University. David’s poems have 
been published in Drash, Harpur Palate, Jewish Cur-
rents and the North Coast Squid. creativedavid.com.
For more information about library programs, visit 

wilsonvillelibrary.org/lib/page/classes-lectures.

https://www.jfcs-portland.org/self-care-for-caregivers
https://www.jfcs-portland.org/self-care-for-caregivers
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~orjgs/
http://www.ojmche.org/events
https://www.moishepodwestpdx.com
https://www.creativedavid.com/
https://www.wilsonvillelibrary.org/lib/page/classes-lectures
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JEROME BARRY COHEN 
Yaakov (Jerome Barry) Cohen, z”l, passed 

away July 23, 2022, at age 82. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Linda Naslund; son, Kevin 
Cohen; Linda’s daughter, Maryanna Male-
lu; and daughter-in-law, Laura Grushcow. 
He was a member of Congregation Kess-

er Israel when the congregation was at the 
Meade Street Shul.
The funeral was July 27 at the Shaarie To-

rah Cemetery with Rabbi Chayim Mishulo-
vin of Chabad officiating.

BETTY PERRITT  
Betty Perritt, z”l, passed away July 23, 

2022. She was the mother of Congregation 
Kol Ami member Gillian Pope. 
Kol Ami offers condolences to Gillian and 

her extended family. 

MELVIN SWIRE 
Melvin Swire, z”l, passed away July 21, 

2022, at the age of 95. He was predeceased 
by his dear wife, Janet Swire, and is loved 
and remembered by his son, David (Sally) 
Swire; daughter, Karen (Larry) Renicker; 
granddaughter, Ellen (Matt) Bronstein; 
grandson, Sam (Zeva) Swire; granddaugh-
ter, Natalie Swire; grandson, Evan Ferns; 
and two great-grandsons. 
The funeral took place July 22 at Ahavai 

Shalom cemetery. 
Congregation Neveh Shalom extends 

condolences to the extended Swire family.

JOYCE F. SALTZMAN
Joyce F. Saltzman, z”l, passed away July 

21, 2022, in Bulverde, Texas, at the age of 
90. Joyce is survived by her sister, Caro-
lyn (Gary) Weinstein, of Portland; son, 
Jay (Carmen) Saltzman; grandchildren, 
Sarita Saltzman, Joshua Saltzman, Veron-
ica Espinoza, Monica Barrera and Jessica 
Carlos; 11 great-grandchildren; and five 
great-great-grandchildren. She was preced-
ed in death by her loving husband, Irving 
(Irv) Saltzman, z”l; parents, Violet and Ja-
cob Rapoport, z”l, and sister, Sharon Hard-
wick, z”l.  
The funeral was July 26. 
Congregation Neveh Shalom extends 

condolences to the extended Weinstein/
Saltzman family.

ALICE TURTLEDOVE MEYER 
Alice Turtledove Meyer, z”l, passed away 

July 19, 2022. Alice is survived by her chil-
dren, David, Sarah and Andrea Meyer; and 
grandchildren, Eliana and Naomi Meyer.
Alice was preceded in death by her hus-

band, Paul R. Meyer, z”l, and brother, Har-
ry L. Turtledove, z”l.

The day after her passing, the Oregon 
Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust 
Education sent out a tribute that noted:
Yesterday our community lost a true 

woman of valor. Alice Turtledove Meyer 
was a native Orego-
nian, born Aug. 23, 
1929, in Portland. 
She lived a life of 
community building 
and fierce activism. 
Numerous organiza-
tions benefited from 
her tireless and ded-
icated volunteerism.
Perhaps – and unequivocally from our 

vantage point – Alice’s crowning achieve-
ment began in 1989 when she and Rabbi 
Joshua Stampfer worked together to found 
the Oregon Jewish Museum. Alice served 
as the first president and chaired numerous 
committees over the years. As a chair of 
the exhibition committee, Alice spearhead-
ed the museum’s first major exhibition, 
“Echoes: A Century Survey,” the work of 
Arnold Mesches. Three years running, Al-
ice chaired the Gala dinner and art auc-
tion. Alice was also active in the Oregon 
Jewish Historical Society and eventually 
served on the board of the Oregon Ho-
locaust Resource Center, which merged 
with the Oregon Jewish Museum in 2014. 
Alice’s consummate chairing of the com-
mittee overseeing the publication of Ellen 
Eisenberg’s landmark history of Oregon 
Jewry from 1950 to the present followed in 
2016. Alice guided the committee through 
a complicated process to commission and 
oversee the writing of the manuscript. Be-
fore the pandemic, Alice volunteered at the 
museum with Eve Rosenfeld to work on the 
Beth Israel records in our archives. 
Alice held a deep and profound commit-

ment to social justice. …
Visionary leadership, passionate and 

thoughtful political outlook, steadfast and 
intelligent values, and impressive editori-
al skills led Alice to apply herself to her 
priorities and then, almost invariably, to 
accomplish her objectives. The museum’s 
reading room bears Alice’s name. Given 
her curiosity and ceaseless intellectual fer-
vor, it is especially fitting that her memory 
will shine brightly in a place of study. 
A celebration of life will be held at 3 pm, 

Aug. 7, in the main sanctuary at Congre-
gation Beth Israel. Guests are welcome to 
attend in person or via livestream on the 
Congregation Beth Israel website.
Donations in Alice’s memory can be 

made to the Oregon Jewish Museum and 
Center for Holocaust Education or Indivis-
ible Civics.

LINDA RAE WATERS 
Linda Rae Waters, z”l, of Lake Oswego, 

formerly of Atlanta, lost her battle with 
cancer on July 19, 2022. She was 64. She 
is survived by her husband, Arthur Waters; 
son, Jordan Kohn; daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson, Alexis, Ohad and Anaiah 
Kohn-Amidor; bonus daughter, Audrey 
Waters; stepson, Joshua Waters; and bonus 
sister, Judith Silverstein.   
Born and raised in Buffalo, N.Y., Linda 

earned her liberal arts degree from Bos-
ton University and her master’s degree 
from Case Western University in Social 
Work.  Linda worked in Atlanta as a psy-
chotherapist, LCSW, for 35 years.  
Graveside services were held July 22 at 

Arlington Memorial Park. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 

the charity of your choosing. 
Congregation Beth Israel offers comfort 

to the family.

LARRY STUART BLACK
Lawrence Stuart Black, z”l, passed away 

July 10, 2022, at age 92. Larry is survived 
by his wife of 67 years, Susan; his five 
daughters, Jennifer (Steve Hanns) Black, 
Patty (David Estes) Boday, Katie (Jay) 
Willoughby, Sally (Jake) Douglas and Di-
ana Harrell; nine grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. 
Larry was born Aug. 19, 1929, in Port-

land. His parents, Alec and Rose Levine 
Black, immigrated to Iowa from Lithuania 
before settling in Portland. Larry graduated 
from Grant High School in 1947 and went 
on to attend the University of Oregon, ma-
joring in business and playing football. He 
became a lifelong Ducks fan.
In 1954, he met the love of his life, Susan 

Wendel, in Gearhart, Ore. Three months 
later, they were married and off to New 
York, where Larry received his MBA at 
NYU. After graduating, they returned to 
Portland and settled in Beaverton before 
finding their forever home in Lake Oswe-
go, known as Dohterdale Farm. 
Larry established his investment firm, 

Black and Company, Inc. Later, it be-
came one of the first locally owned Pacific 
Northwest firms to hold seats on the New 
York Stock Exchange.
Contributing to the community was one of 

Larry’s passions. He felt it very important 
to give back and did so generously. He was 
a longtime donor to the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Portland. He was on a variety 
of boards, including Portland State Univer-
sity, Metropolitan Family Service and The 
Oregon Symphony. Larry founded the orig-
inal Classic Wines Auction that was initiat-
ed by MFS and chaired the OMSI Auction
Donations in his memory/honor may be 

made to Metropolitan Family Service or 
OMSI. 

https://www.bethisrael-pdx.org/worship/watch-services-live/
https://www.bethisrael-pdx.org/worship/watch-services-live/

