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BY DEBORAH MOON

The May 26 summit, “A Com-
munity Call to Confront Hate,” 
arose out of the belief that 
“Hate directed at any one of us 
is hate directed at all of us.”
Bob Horenstein has voiced 

that sentiment many times 
over the past year as a diverse 
coalition of partner organiza-
tions came together to plan the 
summit, which was a half-day 
virtual program. The summit 
drew nearly 1,000 registrants. 
Horenstein, a lead organizer of 
the summit, is the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Director of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Portland. Horenstein, JFGP Di-
rector of Intergroup Outreach 

Rachel Nelson and JCRC Chair 
Michelle Bombet Minch col-
laborated with a dozen orga-
nizations to present a series of  
webinars on the history of big-
otry in Oregon and then to look 
to the future to confront hate 
together. The summit is envi-
sioned as a launch point for fur-
ther collaboration in that effort.
“A broken civil rights move-

ment is the biggest gift we 
could hand the white national-
ists,” said keynote speaker Eric 
K. Ward, a longtime civil rights 
activist and executive director 
of the Western States Center. 
The noon keynote followed 16 
morning sessions (see page 11).

Summit confronts hate against all

A Community Call to Confront 
Hate keynote speaker Eric 
Ward urged all minorities to 
unite against discrimination.

BY DEBORAH MOON
The year’s first indoor exhibit 

at the Oregon Jewish Museum 
and Center for Holocaust Ed-
ucation will be an invitation to 
enjoy the outdoors.
“Lawrence Halprin, Fountains” 

celebrates Jewish landscape 
architect Lawrence Halprin 
and his Portland’s Open Space 
Sequence, a reinvention of 
public space in the city’s first 
urban renewal district, which 
launched the city’s traditions 
of world-class public space 
and urban greenspaces. “South 
Portland and the Long 
Shadow of Urban Renewal,” 
a companion exhibit at the 
Architectural Heritage Center, 
explores the immigrant 
community of Jews, Italians 
and others lost to that urban 
development. OJMCHE and 
AHC members have reciprocal 
free admission to these exhibits.

The fountains exhibit exam-
ines the evolution of the foun-
tain plazas, which became sites 
of civic inspiration that inspired 
a generation of Portland leaders 
and international landscape ar-
chitects. The exhibit also invites 

visitors outside to see the actual 
fountains, just 1.1 miles away. 
The exhibit itself is airy and 

inviting for visitors transition-
ing from pandemic closures to 
vaccinated reemergence. 

Guest curator Kenneth Helphand stands at the entrance to the 
“Lawrence Halprin, Fountains” exhibit, which opens June 23 at the 
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education. Be-
hind Kenneth is a large wall hanging featuring a photograph he 
took of an actual waterfall in the Sierra Nevada mountains decades 
ago – before he saw the famed landscape architect’s remarkably 
similar Lovejoy Fountain in the wall hanging at left. 

Indoor exhibits are back at OJMCHE!

https://www.jewishportland.org/uncovering
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MARNI GLICK
Honored by Mittleman 

Jewish Community Center
Marni Glick currently serves 

as treasurer of the Mittleman 
Jewish Community Center 
and Portland Jewish Academy 
boards. Under her leadership, 
the boards have successfully 
navigated the financial un-
certainties brought on by the 
COVID pandemic. 
Marni is a great listener who always sees multiple sides of an is-

sue and helps make decisions that address a range of concerns and 
perspectives. That trait was particularly helpful as MJCC faced the 
multiple closures mandated during the past year and a half. 
Her 33-year career with the city of Portland Budget Office and 

Bureau of Transportation gave her invaluable experience that 
helped MJCC continue its operations while minimizing deficits 
and debts. 
She has a wide range of interests and expertise and has been ac-

tively involved with MJCC for years, not only as treasurer, but as 
chair of the Finance Committee and member of the Campus Plan 
Working Group and the Governance and Executive Committees. 
MJCC says Marni’s expertise always ensures outstanding oversight, 

but never more so than during the difficult times of the pandemic. 

ELIANA TEMKIN
Honored by Jewish Federa-

tion of Greater Portland
Eliana Temkin is a member 

of Jewish Federation’s Board 
of Directors, chair of the Fed-
eration’s Rogoway Outstanding 
Jewish Professional Leadership 
Award Selection Committee 
and former member of the (lo-
cal) Allocations Committee.
As a former Jewish profession-

al at the Mittleman Jewish Community Center, Eliana brings a deep 
understanding of our community – its agencies and its professionals 
– to her volunteerism. 
She takes time to be thoughtful and supportive of her fellow 

committee members and is a pleasure to work with as a staff per-
son. Those who work with her are better off for the experience, no 
question. She is a true partner in all that she does, and her love for 
our community is apparent. 
Eliana’s activism extends beyond the Jewish Federation into her 

synagogue, Havurah Shalom, the newer Eastside Jewish Com-
mons initiative and so much more.
JFGP Director of Community Planning and Allocations Caron 

Blau Rothstein says of Eliana that, “We are so fortunate that Eliana 
dedicates her volunteer time and talents to the Jewish Federation in 
particular and the Jewish community of greater Portland at large.”

SAM PERRIN
Honored by Congregation 

Kesser Israel
Sam Perrin is a shining light 

in the Kesser Israel community. 
Whether writing a grant appli-
cation, preparing and cleaning 
up after the weekly Kiddush (in 
pre-COVID times) or packing 
boxes for the annual Passover 
food drive, she brings her tal-
ent, creativity and strong work 
ethic to everything she does.
Sam is a skilled artist and 

writer who has been glad to 
help whenever there is a fund-raising flyer to design or art needed 
for a brochure. Together with her family, she took the lead in the 
Mishloach Manot fund-raiser this year, packing more than 100 gift 
baskets when COVID prevented the usual large group of volun-
teers from gathering.
Sam is also a role model in her commitment and dedication to her 

faith. She has led thoughtful discussions in monthly study groups. 
She is also a talented actor who always makes Kesser Israel’s an-
nual Purim spiel one of the best in town.
The community of Kesser Israel joins together in thanking Sam 

for her many years of service and says they are fortunate to have 
her unique talent and energy that lifts and inspires them all.

Song of Miriam Awards
For 27 years, the Jewish Women’s Round Table 

has recognized women volunteers in the commu-
nity at its Song of Miriam Awards Brunch, which 
has attracted as many as 325 people annually. 
In the face of the pandemic, last year’s brunch 

was cancelled. This year, JWRT leaders still be-
lieved it would not be safe to hold such a large 
indoor event. However, local organizations had 
nominated 14 outstanding volunteers for the 
2019 event, and other nominees were submitted 
this year. JWRT wants to be sure the community 
knows about their good work. 
At the Jewish Review, we share those senti-

ments and will do our part to see that Song of 
Miriam Award recipients get the recognition 
they deserve. Throughout the next few issues, the 
Review will feature pictures of honorees along 

with a description of their work and why they are 
valuable to their organizations.
JWRT held the first Song of Miriam Awards 

Brunch in June 1993 to honor 13 recipients. 
In subsequent years, between 15 and 23 wom-
en received the annual award. Honorees have 
been selected by more than 25 congregations 
and organizations from Oregon and southwest 
Washington. 
“We are so grateful to the Jewish Review for 

making it possible to carry on the tradition of 
the Song of Miriam Awards in these challeng-
ing times,” says JWRT President Marki Maizels. 
“Next year, we plan to hold our Awards brunch 
in June, and we look forward to seeing every-
one in person and celebrating the amazing work 
done by volunteers in our community.” 

Following are three women whose organizations selected them 
to receive the Song of Miriam. More honorees will be profiled in 
issues throughout the summer.

Women volunteers honored for outstanding service (part 1 of series)
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BY GLORIA HAMMER

The push to vaccinate the country is on. 
Gov. Kate Brown joined other states with 

incentives to encourage everyone who is 
eligible to get the vaccine. All residents 18 
and over who have received at least one 
shot by June 27 will be entered in the “Take 
Your Shot Oregon” Lottery. A special draw-
ing will be held for young people aged 12 
to 17 who have had one dose. Winners will 
be announced around the Fourth of July. 
Top prize is $1 million with 36 $10,000 
prizes for those 18 and older. Oregonians 
12 to 17 can win one of five $100,000 Ore-
gon College Savings Plan scholarships.
After the FDA and CDC authorized the 

COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine for those as 
young as 12, I asked families with children 
ages 12 to 17 to share their reaction.
My daughter, Jordana Levenick, and her 

family now live in Bend. I was visiting 
them when my granddaughter, Sadie, was 
scheduled to get her shot. Sadie, 12, a 
sixth-grader at Pacific Crest Middle School, 
said her shot was scheduled before school 
started. “I was not thinking too much about 
it, because I got up so early. It didn’t hurt.”
Why did she get vaccinated? “I got vacci-

nated to keep myself safe and other people 
I’m around safe. Now I will feel more com-
fortable when I’m not wearing a mask.”
She is apprehensive about getting the 

second shot. “My mom didn’t feel good 
after her second shot, I’ll be glad when it’s 
over.” But seeing her mom not feel well for 
a couple of days also made her realize “I’d 
rather not risk getting COVID and being 
sick for a couple of weeks or more.”
The vaccine will also make her feel saf-

er at camp. “I’ve been going to BB Camp 
since I can remember. On June 18, I’ll be 
getting my second shot, safe and ready for 
camp.”
Portland pediatrician Dr. Bruce Birk, his 

wife, Jennifer, and two sons also discussed 
getting vaccinated. Enzo, 15, attends 
Cleveland High, and Solomon, 12, attends 
Hosford Middle School. 
First and foremost, the family wanted to 

protect themselves and their community 
from COVID. Now that they are all vac-
cinated, they plan to socialize and eat out. 
The boys plan to attend B’nai B’rith Camp, 
and the family plans to visit extended fam-
ily in other states.
“I felt an amazing sense of relief and hope 

upon receiving the vaccine,” says Dr. Birk. 
“My wife, Jennifer, was so inspired by the 
experience, she volunteers to give others 
the COVID vaccine.”
Enzo says he was not anxious about the 

shot. “I did not get sick after,” he says, but 

adds the shot itself “felt like getting hit 
lightly with a hammer in my arm.” Enzo 
wants other young people to get a shot in 
the arm. “Get the vaccine, or you may not 
be going to go back to school!” He is look-
ing forward to having fun.
Sol was a bit anxious before his vaccine, 

but says, “It did not hurt, and I did not get 
sick.” Sol believes that getting the vaccine 
“only has pros and really no cons.”
Asked if he feels positive that he can get 

back to normal life, he replies, “OMG yes!”
Stacey Lebenzon, who works for BB 

Camp, and her 14-year-old son, Leo, who 
attends Portland Jewish Academy, both got 
the shot. 
“Not feeling comfortable and not freely 

interacting with other people for over a year 
has been profoundly challenging,” says 
Stacey. “I was incredibly relieved when el-
igibility opened up for 12- to 15-year-olds 
to get the vaccine.” 
Stacey believes with each person who 

gets vaccinated, we are one step closer to 
being able to let down our guard and truly 
connect with other people again.
“The shot felt like any other shot, it hurt 

for a second,” says Leo. “It wasn’t that big 
of a deal. I was tired the next day but didn’t 
feel sick.” 
Leo thinks kids should get vaccinated. 

“Get the vaccine, because it’s better than 
getting coronavirus.”
Dr. Mark and Mindy Zeitzer have three 

kids who attend PJA – Noah in eighth 
grade, Ari in sixth and Ezra in third.
A professor of nursing, Mindy wants 

to feel protected against COVID to help 

decrease fears related to getting sick, and 
she wants to resume normalcy. But more 
broadly she says,” I know that every per-
son that has immunity helps to collectively 
protect our society as a whole.”
Mindy has started to think about how the 

vaccines will affect their summer plans.
“We haven’t made too many travel plans 

as of yet, but I feel better and more at ease 
with sending two of our three kids to over-
night camp,” says Mindy. “I will likely sign 
them up for day camps and sports camps, 
which they have hugely missed.”
She also feels a huge sense of relief. “I feel 

less anxious and nervous going to work and 
being out in public around people.”
Ari is glad he got the shot.
“It’s worth doing it, it’s worth helping out 

the world,” he says. “It doesn’t hurt too 
much. The buildup to getting the shot was 
way worse than it actually was, and once 
you get it, it’s like ‘Oh that wasn’t so bad.’ ”
Does the shot make the kids feel more 

positive about the future?
“Yeah,” says Noah. “After everyone is 

fully vaccinated, it will be harder to trans-
mit the virus, we won’t have to wear masks. 
After you are fully vaccinated, it will make 
it feel more normal, and I’m excited!”
Ari adds, “It makes me feel like I helped 

and I did what was right. I contributed to 
what the world needs to get back to life 
before COVID. COVID is really annoying, 
and life before COVID was way better.”
Noah says he was a bit nervous on his way 

to get the vaccine. “It was like going to my 
bar mitzvah, because I was really excited 
but very nervous. I was expecting it to hurt, 
but it didn’t. Afterwards I had a bit of a 
headache and was kind of tired.”
Ari describes the shot as similar to a “fly 

or bug going on your arm and flying away. 
My arm hurt for a little bit afterward, but it 
wasn’t too bad.”
Do they have any words of wisdom for 

other kids or parents who might be wor-
ried?
“If you are a little apprehensive, it’s been 

tested, and many people have gotten it 
and nothing has happened to them,” says 
Noah. “If you are nervous, try reading valid 
sources.”
Ezra, 9, says, “I feel sad that I’m the only 

one in my family that isn’t vaccinated. It 
seems cool to be vaccinated because then 
you can take off your mask!”
Pfizer and Moderna have started testing 

their vaccines in children under age 12. 
Johnson & Johnson also has announced 
plans to develop trials for children. In May, 
Pfizer announced it expects to seek an 
emergency use authorization for its vaccine 
for children ages 2 to 11 in September.

Hey teens: "It’s OK. I got vaccinated!"

Sadie Levenick, 12, shows off the sticker 
she received after getting the Pfizer vac-
cine, which is approved for ages 12 and up.
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BY DEBORAH MOON
Hillel leaders in Oregon are ready 

to move forward to a new normal 
– one that emphasizes personal con-
nections.
“If we’re not learning from what 

the last year has taught us, we’re 
missing good opportunities to better 
serve our communities and do our 
work better, build our relationships 
better,” says Oregon Hillel Founda-
tion Executive Director Andy Gitel-
son. “We’ve had a lot of one-on-one 
interactions with students – just 
reaching out, checking in for cof-
fee, checking on their mental health, 
seeing what they need from us, what 
they’re missing and how they’re 
navigating the experience.”
Oregon Hillel serves students at the 

University of Oregon and Oregon 
State University. Both campuses have 
seen increased engagement during 
the pandemic. During the 2019/2020 
academic year, when two of the three 
terms were in person, 245 students 
(216 identified as Jewish) had six or 
more connections with Oregon Hillel. 
This year (with a few weeks to go in 
the 2020/2021 academic year), 305 
students (268 identified as Jewish) 
have had six or more connections 
with Oregon Hillel.
“We’re seeing our regular students 

and far greater numbers by taking 
an approach that’s not program fo-
cused or events focused but people 
focused,” says Gitelson. “I’ve been 
impressed by our team of staff and 
the support of our board to be really 
creative and focused on the individ-
ual, which is really what we’re always here to do in the first place. 
I think we sometimes get pulled into this loop of program develop-
ment and program creation. It’s nothing we didn’t know could be 
possible, but (it doesn’t happen) until you’re really put in a posi-
tion where you have to think about operating with different roles.”
PDX Hillel, which serves students on campuses near Portland, 

has also learned valuable lessons over the past year. Values-based 
engagement and one-on-one interactions have moved to the fore.
“What once was normal is no longer normal,” says PDX Hil-

lel Executive Director Hannah Sherman. “The pandemic forced 

us to evaluate the true meaning 
of the work we do and have all of 
our decisions be values based. Our 
values of care (chesed), responsi-
bility (achrayut), elevate (kedosha) 
and wonder (hitlamdut) inform our 
work and allow us to imbue our 
work with Jewish meaning.”
Sherman says those values are 

considered in all decisions about 
programming and engagement. 
“We, too, have shifted and 

will continue to shift from pro-
gram-centered work to relational 
Judaism, using personal and mean-
ingful one-on-one connections with 
our students to drive engagement,” 
says Sherman.
Shabbats, holidays and other pro-

grams reach a broad swath of stu-
dents, and PDX Hillel plans to con-
tinue those programs when students 
are back on campus. But Sherman 
says some students don’t feel 
comfortable stepping into Jewish 
spaces on campus, and PDX Hillel 
works to ensure those students that 
they are not alone. 
“After a year plus of social isola-

tion, it is now more important than 
ever for Hillel to create a welcom-
ing, vibrant and inclusive Jewish 
community on campus,” says 
Sherman. “Using meaningful one-
on-one connections has and will 
continue to allow us to get to know 
students on a deeper level and in-
corporate their authentic selves and 
interests into our work. We want to 
empower all students. … We can-
not wait to return to our campuses 

in the fall, using our values to drive our work and reimagine what 
Jewish life can look like in Portland.” 
To engage students in Hillel and Jewish life, Sherman says staff 

must first get to know the student on a personal level – to learn 
about their interests, major, hobbies, favorite TV shows and more.
“Most of these conversations happen over coffee on campus,” 

says Sherman. She adds that using the information from those con-
versations, “We can often introduce them to other students who 
share the same interests and broaden the breadth of our Jewish 
community.” 

Oregon Hillel senior & UO Sammy President Seth  
Murawsky volunteers to help deliver to-go Shabbat din-
ner meals to his Duck community. This year, Friday night 
Shabbat dinner orders increased from 40-60 each week 
previously to 200 each week. “Twenty percent of those are 
non-Jewish students who are roommates and partners of 
Jewish students,” says Oregon Hillel Executive Director 
Andy Gitelson. “They are ordering these Shabbat meals 
for one Jewish kid and three non-Jewish roommates to cel-
ebrate Shabbat together, and have challah, and talk about 
how we experience anti-Semitism.”

High school students and their 
families can explore college 
and Jewish life on campus on 
a  Virtual College Road Trip 
during a monthlong series. 
Each day until June 30, the 
Virtual College Road Trip will 
offer student-led college tours, 
virtual information sessions 

with university admissions and 
Hillel professionals (who will 
share insights on Jewish and 
general campus life) engaging 
webinars and other resources. 
For a comprehensive list of 
the 40-plus participating cam-
puses across the country, visit 
roadtriptocollege.org.

Teens are invited to #JumpOn-
TheBus where they can follow 
college student “bus drivers” 
for insider guides sharing the 
highlights of their campus and 
college towns – what they love, 
what makes the place special 
and what Jewish life is like 
there. 

The Virtual College Road Trip 
is offered to the community for 
free by the Jewish Teen Educa-
tion and Engagement Funder 
Collaborative, a network of na-
tional and local funders work-
ing together to develop, nurture 
and scale new approaches to 
teen engagement. 

Teens and parents invited to experience Virtual College Road Trip

Hillels move forward to new normal

https://www.roadtriptocollege.org/
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BY DEBORAH MOON
Moishe House Portland is 

looking for three new resi-
dents aged 22-32 who enjoy 
communal living and com-
munity building beginning in 
July. Moishe House residents 
receive a generous rent subsi-
dy, programming budget and 
support from Moishe House 
staff to create programs, live 
with friends and build Jewish 
community locally as part of a 
global community. 
“For me, Moishe House was 

the answer to a question I and so 
many of my Jewish peers have: 
how can we create Jewish com-
munity that aligns with our lives, 
values and energy in our 20s and 
30s?” says Shoshana Rybeck, 
one of two residents who are 
remaining in the Moishe House 
in southeast Portland. “Moishe 
House gives us a platform to 
create accessible Jewish com-
munity that transforms with 
each new resident, community 
member, program, time and 
space. It is a Jewish community 
that is dependably growing at 
every turn.”
Portland is one of more than 

100 Moishe House commu-
nities in 25+ countries. Each 
iteration of Moishe House has 
a unique flair and style as new 
residents add their talents to the 
mix, says Blue Joy Stevens, 
who, like Shoshana, moved 
into Portland’s house during the 
pandemic. 
Blue and Shoshana joined 

three residents striving to tackle 
the issue of sustaining commu-

nity engagement during a glob-
al pandemic, when isolation 
took a toll on the mental health 
of many community members.
 “Upon our arrival, we dis-

covered the household had 
created some weekly practices, 
including Shabbat (observance) 
and dance sessions, to maintain 
some semblance of normal in 
their lives,” says Blue. “Often, 
current members can be found 
gathered around a board game 
(usually Settlers of Catan), or, 
as the weather improves, walk-
ing around the neighborhood 
or enjoying the sun on our 
spacious porch, where we’ve 
enjoyed social distancing with 
many community members.”
The fun residents enjoy to-

gether is a key ingredient in the 
community they create for oth-
er young adults, says Shoshana.
“We believe that to create this 

responsive, engaged, open and 
fun Jewish community, we as 
a house must be responsive, 
engaged, open and fun with 
one another,” she says. “We 
truly believe the strength of our 
Jewish community comes from 
within. Like Blue said, we play 
a lot of games, watch a lot of 
movies and TV together, and 
connect with each others’ com-
munities. The joy we get from 
these experiences ends up mak-
ing our programs better overall, 
because we have our hands on 
the pulse of our communities.” 
Residents and participants do 

not need to have strong Jewish 
connections.
“As someone who did not 

grow up connected to a strong 
Jewish community, living in 
Moishe House has given me a 
unique opportunity to explore 
my practice while simultane-
ously receiving support from 
the individuals in my home as 
well as Moishe House staff,” 
says Blue. 
As the country begins to move 

into post-pandemic life, res-
idents look forward to more 
in-person programs starting in 
August. “We adhere to local 
guidelines set forth by Governor 
Kate Brown, and weekly house 
meetings allow us to address 
concerns as they come up,” says 
Blue. “We will be introducing 
in-person programming in safe, 
open-air environments accord-
ing to house comfort levels as 
we are able to do so.”

The group has already begun to 
offer some impressive programs.
“Access to different com-

munity partners and Moishe 
House-specific grants has also 
allowed programming I would 
never have thought possible,” 
says Blue. “These past couple 
of months, we were able to 
co-host a series of events with 
Alicia Jo Rabins, a local poet, 
musician and Torah teacher 
whose work I’ve admired since 
my time in school. These ses-
sions of ritual, study and music 
were facilitated twice alongside 
Sonya Sanford, a local chef 
who did several recipe demos.” 
To join this fun-loving group 

of residents, apply at moishe-
house.org/welcome/.
For questions, email jake.

house@moishehouse.org.

Moishe House seeks young adult residents

Moishe House hosted a socially distanced volunteer event in March 
2021 at the Kindness Farm, a nonprofit farm that teaches regener-
ative gardening  and raises healthy produce to feed those in need. 

On May 27, the Jewish Federation of Greater Port-
land and PJ Library hosted a facilitated talk, “Parent-
ing Unvaccinated Kids in a Post-Vaccinated World.”
“It was a great opportunity to hear directly from 

a local-area pediatrician on what exactly families 
can feel comfortable doing or not before kids can be 
vaccinated,” says Rachel Nelson, JFGP Director of 
Educational Initiatives & Intergroup Outreach. “We 
also had the opportunity to hear about the mental 
health effects of re-integration for our kiddos and, 
more importantly, for the grownups!”
The session was recorded and can be viewed at 

jewishportland.org/parenting-unvaccinated-kids-in- 
a-post-vaccine-world. For questions, contact Rachel 
at 503-892-7415 or rachel@jewishportland.org.

Rachel’s Well Community Mikvah 
is recruiting guides of all genders. 
A mikvah is a Jewish ritual pool 

used for traditional and contempo-
rary observances marking a transition 
from one personal state to another. 
Traditional uses include conversion 
and pre-wedding. A contemporary 
immersion may be to mark a person-
al milestone, such as coming out or 
graduating college.
Volunteer guides “attend” a person 

of the same gender identity who is 
immersing, providing as little or as 
much guidance in the experience 

as desired or needed by the guest. 
Guides are trained in the practical 
and spiritual aspects of mikvah. 
Rachel’s Well strives to truly be a 

“mikvah for all,” so it is important 
the cadre of guides reflects that diver-
sity. A training will be held this sum-
mer for qualified applicants. Apply: 
forms.gle/d9S9LNP2hBmzjaZLA. 
Contact Caron Blau Rothstein, 
caron@jewishportland.org or 503-
245-6449, with questions. 
To learn more about Rachel’s Well 

for your life transition, visit www.
jewishportland.org/mikvah. 

Rachel’s Well offers guide training for volunteers“Parenting unvaccinated kids” 
recording now available online

https://www.moishehouse.org/welcome/
https://www.moishehouse.org/welcome/
mailto:jake.house@moishehouse.org
mailto:jake.house@moishehouse.org
https://www.jewishportland.org/parenting-unvaccinated-kids-in-a-post-vaccine-world
https://www.jewishportland.org/parenting-unvaccinated-kids-in-a-post-vaccine-world
mailto:rachel@jewishportland.org
https://forms.gle/d9S9LNP2hBmzjaZLA
mailto:caron@jewishportland.org
http://www.jewishportland.org/mikvah
http://www.jewishportland.org/mikvah
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BY DEBORAH MOON
Five Portland-area Jewish 

students will join the ranks of 
the dozens who have received 
scholarships from the Sussman 
Fund to pursue undergraduate 
degrees.
Scholarship honorees Lev 

Eisenbach, Tali Hastings, Yaniv 
Horenstein, Abigail Minch and 
Samuel Rothstein will be fea-
tured at the virtual annual meet-
ing of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Portland (see box). 
“The applicant pool was in-

credibly impressive,” says 
Lois Shenker, daughter of Lil-
lian and Gilbert Sussman, z”l, 
who created the fund in 1981. 
“When applicants are equally 
capable, we choose students 
who will give back to the com-
munity in future years.”
Lois chaired the selection 

committee for many years, but 
she has now handed the reins 
to Richard Meyer, who became 
an “adopted grandson” of her 
parents when his family moved 
to Portland when he was young. 
“He calls me Aunt Lois,” she 
says, adding she is pleased he 
accepted chairmanship of the 
committee to select scholarship 
recipients.

“I think our community is 
better because of it (Sussman 
scholarship),” says Rich. “Re-
cipients from past decades have 
given back to our Jewish com-
munity here in Portland and 
other places in so many ways.”
Many past recipients (who re-

ceived the grants anonymously 
in the early years) now serve 
in lay and professional roles in 
Portland Jewish organizations 
and congregations.
Three of this year’s recipients 

will graduate from high school 
this month, one is finishing a 
gap year with Tivnu: Building 
Justice and one is a sophomore 
at the University of Oregon.
Majoring in journalism with 

a Judaic studies minor, Abby 
Minch is already fulfilling the 
promise of ongoing Jewish in-
volvement. She has participat-
ed in Oregon Hillel, where she 
hopes vaccines will allow her 
to meet more Jewish students 
and enable her to experience “a 
true University of Oregon stu-
dent experience.”
“Receiving the Sussman schol-

arship from my Jewish commu-
nity makes me feel even more 
connected to the community 
I left when I went to college,” 

says Abby. “Receiving this 
grant … shows that my Jewish 
community at home appreciates 
what I am doing here in Eugene 
and sees the effort I am putting 
in to continue being part of the 
Jewish world at college.”
Samuel Rothstein agrees the 

hometown support is meaning-
ful. “Having been involved in 
the community through various 
organizations – youth group, 
synagogue, etc. – it feels mean-
ingful to have their support.”
Like Abby, Samuel looks for-

ward to the vaccinated world 
that will enable him “to meet 
and connect with new people, 
especially after all the separa-
tion of the past year. Learning 
from and reacting to others is 
an excellent way to push your-
self to grow.”
Rich says the committee en-

joys reviewing the applications 
and seeing the contributions the 
students have already made to 
the Jewish community and be-
yond.
Yaniv Horenstein has spent 

the past two years participating 
in the ADL No Place For Hate 
program at his high school. In 
addition to “working to reduce 
the hate and bias in our school 

community, I am also a member 
of the National Society of High 
School Scholars,” he says.
Lev Eisenbach participated 

in several important programs 
during high school. He was 
involved in SAFER club (Stu-
dent Activist for Ending Rape) 
and the Portland Fire and 
Rescue Cadet Program, and 
he volunteered with a trauma 
intervention program. He also 
spent four months as a person-
al support worker for a young 
person with Tourette syndrome. 
After graduating from high 
school, he attended a “folk 
school” in Norway for a year 
before returning to Portland to 
participate in Tivnu, the Jewish 
gap year program founded by 
his father, Steve Eisenbach- 
Budner.
Tali Hastings was valedictori-

an at her high school, where she 
found time to be “in every pro-
duction in my high school the-
ater department.” She worked 
as a counselor at Camp Miriam.

Scholarships aid students now,
Jewish community in the future

JFGP 101ST
 ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, June 14, 2021
4:30 pm via Zoom
jewishportland.org/ 
jewish-federation-of- 
greater-portlands- 
101st-annual-meeting

LEV EISENBACH
Parents: Deborah and 
Steven Eisenbach-
Budner
Affiliations: Havurah 
Shalom, Habonim Dror 
(youth group), Tivnu
Cleveland High School
College: undecided

TALI HASTINGS
Parents: Oren Kosansky 
and Julie Hastings
Affiliations: Havurah 
Shalom, Habonim Dror, 
Camp Miriam
Franklin High School 
(Valedictorian)
College: Whitman 
College

YANIV HORENSTEIN
Parents: Bob and  
Dorice Horenstein
Affiliations: Congrega-
tion Neveh Shalom, ADL 
Ida B. Wells-Barnett 
High School
College: University 
of Oregon with direct 
admittance into the 
Lundquist College of 
Business

ABIGAIL MINCH
Parents: Michelle 
Bombet Minch and 
David Minch
Affiliations: Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, Hillel
West Linn High School 
(2019)
College: University of 
Oregon, Sophomore 

SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN
Parents: Caron Blau Roth-
stein and Ari Rothstein
Affiliations: NCSY, Ore-
gon Jewish Community 
Youth Foundation, Camp 
Ramah
Beaverton High School 
(National Merit Finalist)
College: Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo (General 
Engineering)

https://www.jewishportland.org/jewish-federation-of-greater-portlands-101st-annual-meeting
https://www.jewishportland.org/jewish-federation-of-greater-portlands-101st-annual-meeting
https://www.jewishportland.org/jewish-federation-of-greater-portlands-101st-annual-meeting
https://www.jewishportland.org/jewish-federation-of-greater-portlands-101st-annual-meeting
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Noam Morris O’Glasser, a fourth-
grade student at Portland Jewish 
Academy, won second prize in ORT’s 
Jewish Animation Competition with 
his submission entitled Noam Studios 
– the Ten Commandments.  
Noam’s prize was revealed June 

1 in an announcement from ORT 
America that also named Talia Ray, 
a fourth-grade student at Yeshivat 
Noam in New Jersey, as the first-
prize winner for her submission, The 
Pesach Story.
“I love bringing my ‘still’ Lego 

figures to life and making videos to 
share with my friends and family,” 
says Noam. “I like carefully captur-
ing each frame and moving the fig-
ures little bit by little bit to make the 
final video.”
Noam is the son of Dr. Avital and 

Ben O’Glasser.
“As parents, we were thrilled to 

see the hard work that Noam put 
into this project from start to finish,” 
write Avital and Ben. “It was such an 
amazing opportunity to take his cre-
ative energy and passion for animat-
ing his Legos, which he discovered 
during the months at home during 
the pandemic, to the next level.”
Open to grades 4-8, the competi-

tion enabled students to combine 
creativity with technology to make 
their own animated clips based on 
Jewish stories and themes. Using a 
computer and/or smartphone, plus 
a few common household items, 
the student animators were able to 
showcase their videos and compete 
for cash prizes.
Students from seven day schools 

submitted 23 entries, which were 
judged based on Jewish content and 
the ability to demonstrate an under-
standing of a Jewish story, tradition 
or practice, and how well the anima-
tion explains the topic. The other cri-

teria looked at the visual appeal and 
how creative the clip was to watch. 
Finally, technical skill was evaluated 
based on the level of ability for each 
student. 
“The Jewish Federation of Greater 

Portland and our Jewish day school 
community were excited to partner 
with ORT on this contest,” says 
JFGP President and CEO Marc N. 
Blattner. “Our school students em-
braced the challenge, and many en-
tered. To have one of our students, 
Noam, recognized for his work is 
quite an achievement for him per-
sonally, his school and our entire 
Jewish community. May we contin-
ue to see creativity and ingenuity in 
our students.” 
The competition is part of the ORT 

Programming in the U.S. Initiative. 
Earlier this spring, ORT provided 
two introductory STEM courses for 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents on animation as well as cyber-
security to a number of U.S.-based 
Jewish day schools.
The panel of judges was made up 

of ORT America National Board and 
Pedagogical Committee members; 
Moshe Leiba, deputy director gen-
eral and chief pedagogical officer of 
World ORT Kadima Mada in Israel; 
and educators.
ORT America is a nonprofit con-

sisting of thousands of people 
throughout the United States who 
share a common, binding interest in 
supporting ORT, Israel and the Jew-
ish people. Based in New York City, 
ORT America has a presence in eight 
regions across the country. ORT has 
been transforming lives through 
training and education since 1880. 
ORT has evolved to provide 21st 
century skills that empower indi-
viduals and strengthen communities 
and Jewish life worldwide. 

Under new guidance from the Oregon Health Author-
ity, fully vaccinated members of the Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center can now enjoy the center’s ameni-
ties without a mask or physical distancing.
Temperature checks are still required for everyone en-

tering the building. A station in the entry vestibule allows 
members and employees to take their own temperatures, 
and the sensor on the unit emits two different tones, de-
pending on whether the person has a fever or not.
To confirm vaccination status, members (wearing a 

mask) can stop by the J during open hours 7 am-noon 
and 3-7 pm Monday-Friday and 8 am-3 pm Sunday. 
Members need to bring proof of vaccination (original 
COVID-19 vaccination record card or a copy or dig-
ital photo of vaccination record card) to the Welcome 
Desk. With proof of vaccination, members will be is-
sued a new blue, rather than standard white, member ID 
card. Members will need to show the new ID card each 
time they enter the MJCC and also to enter any of the 
facilities (including fitness center, pools, Sportsplex, 
gymnasium).
Members who forget to bring their new ID card will 

be required to mask and maintain physical distance. 
“We also want to note that many individuals choose 

to wear a mask regardless of their vaccination status, 
and it is important not to make assumptions about any 
individual’s vaccination status based on their choice to 
wear a mask,” says MJCC Executive Director Steve 
Albert. “We look forward to seeing you at the J!”
The following definitions have been provided by the 

Oregon Health Authority:
“Proof of Vaccination Status” means documenta-

tion provided by a tribal, federal, state or local gov-
ernment, or a health care provider, that includes an 
individual’s name, date of birth, type of COVID-19 
vaccination given, date or dates given, depending 
on whether it is a one-dose or two-dose vaccine, and 
the name/location of the health care provider or site 
where the vaccine was administered.
“Fully Vaccinated Individual” means an individual 

has received both doses of a two-dose COVID-19 vac-
cine or one dose of a single-dose vaccine and at least 
14 days have passed since the individual’s final dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine.

A Mittleman Jewish Community Center member picks 
up a new, blue membership card after showing proof 
of vaccination. Members with the blue card can use the 
facilities without a mask.

Vaccinated members 
can use J mask free Portland Jewish 

Academy fourth-grader 
Noam Morris O’Glasser 
displays a frame from 
his award-winning 
animation video.

PJA’s Noam O’Glasser places 
in national animation contest

https://youtu.be/96gABDAxiEw
https://youtu.be/96gABDAxiEw
https://youtu.be/5nWF8sKOXvM
https://youtu.be/5nWF8sKOXvM
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Eastside Jewish Commons 
hires first executive director
Eastside Jewish Commons has hired its first executive director. 

Cara Abrams will begin her new post to help build Jewish life on 
Portland’s eastside on July 6, 2021.
Cara is a native Oregonian from Eugene who has been in Seattle 

for the past five years. She describes herself as a “Jewish commu-
nal leader and educator working to build community that is inclu-
sive, innovative and intersectional.” She was director of education 
with the Kavana Cooperative and co-chair and board member of 
Limmud Seattle, a global movement of 90+ grassroots and volun-
teer-run learning festivals connected by mission and values. 
“We are so honored to have the opportunity to work with Cara,” 

says EJC Board Chair Mia Birk. “Her energy, experience and pas-
sion are a perfect fit for what we’re trying to accomplish: building, 
expanding and deepening our diverse connections to Judaism.” 
Earlier this month, EJC and Congregation Shir Tikvah moved 

into a shared 13,000-square-foot space at 2420 NE Sandy Blvd. 
Shir Tikvah has begun having in-person services and educational 
gatherings. And EJC is readying the space to host all-ages pro-
gramming presented by numerous organizations and synagogues 
– a goal Cara is ready to aid. 
“As a Jewish community builder, the pandemic has taught me 

many lessons about how and why we gather,” says Cara. “We all 
seek to feel connected to something relevant and meaningful, and 
EJC is an amazing platform for meeting these needs – socially, 
intellectually and spiritually. I am inspired by the energy driving 
this venture into action and am thrilled to join the team!” 
For more information about EJC, visit ejcpdx.org.

Rabbi Barnett to chair Oregon Board of Rabbis
Rabbi Benjamin Barnett will succeed Rabbi Eve Posen as chair 

of the Oregon Board of Rabbis July 1, 2021. The Oregon Board 
of Rabbis supports the rabbis of Oregon and Southwest Wash-
ington. The board comprises rabbis who 
are ordained from across the spectrum of 
Jewish life and observance. OBR serves 
to find common ground among colleagues 
from all movements in Judaism. It ad-
dresses key social and ethical issues and 
represents the religious voice of Oregon’s 
Jewish community.
Rabbi Barnett serves as rabbi of Havurah 

Shalom. In that role, he strives to listen deeply and accompany 
others in ways that support healing, growth and meaning in the 
lives of individuals and in the community. As a teacher of Jewish 
meditation and contemplative prayer, he works to inform the pur-
suit of justice with the wisdom and compassion born of spiritual 
practice. He is passionate about building multi-faith and multicul-
tural relationships.
For more information, visit oregonboardofrabbis.org/.

BB Camp hires three staffers
With the reopening of summer camps, B’nai B’rith Camp has 

hired three new staff members to further serve the community and 
align with its strategic priorities. BB Camp offers overnight camp 
on a lakeside campus on the Oregon coast, several day camps and 
year-round youth, family and community engagement programs.
Ben Charlton returns to BB Camp as the chief program officer. 

He previously worked for BB Camp in sever-
al positions including five years as overnight 
camp director. He moved to Maryland last 
year to be closer to his family and serve as 
the director of programming at Main Street 
Connect, working with adults with disabili-
ties. 
Under the direction of the CEO Michelle 

Koplan, Ben will build a vibrant Jewish 
community through program innovation, 

development and implementation. Ben’s responsibilities include 
implementing the agency’s strategic vision of program; oversee-
ing a portfolio of programs and related services; evaluating the 
effectiveness of programs to provide ongoing feedback; helping to 
promote and diversify funding through new programs and philan-
thropic support; and providing mentoring, guidance, supervision 
and professional development to staff.  
Ben received his undergraduate and graduate degrees in econom-

ics from the University at Buffalo and first joined the BB Camp 
community in 2013 as the Jewish education director. Ben and his 
fiancé, Sari, love spending time outdoors, enjoying regular hikes, 
and walking on the beach with their dog, Roger. 
Rikki Nouri is BB Camp’s new commu-

nity care and inclusion director, who will 
provide culturally competent mental-health 
clinical and inclusion services to the diverse 
community of BB Camp.  Rikki will guide 
BB Camp’s inclusive practices, specifical-
ly overseeing campers and staff care and 
well-being to the diverse community of BB 
Camp. She has a Ph.D. from the Technion, 
Israel, in organizational psychology and a bachelor’s in psychol-
ogy from the University of Haifa. She moved to the United States 
in 2015 for her post-doc at Penn State University. Rikki has taught 
organizational behavior courses at Portland State Business School. 
She is on the Greater PDX Hillel board of directors. 
Rikki loves using her vast experiences working with at-risk 

youth, people with disabilities and mental health diagnoses. In her 
free time, Rikki enjoys Israeli folk dancing, mindfulness medita-
tion, yoga and jogging. She enjoys spending time with her husband 
and three kids. 
Nicole Danberg has a long history with BB Camp and is excited 

to be back as the new operations coordina-
tor. Nicole is responsible for assisting in the 
management of effective and streamlined ad-
ministrative systems, information technology, 
safety/security and human resources.
Nicole was born and raised in Portland and 

spent many of her summers as a BB Camper. 
She graduated from Oregon State University in 
2016 with a bachelor’s in psychology. In 2014, 

she became a BB Camp counselor and then worked in several roles 
for the camp. Before joining BB Camp’s year-round staff, Nicole 
worked with people experiencing homelessness and severe mental 
illness at a nonprofit in Washington D.C. Most recently, she spent 
her time working on various political campaigns. 
In her spare time, Nicole likes to go camping, attend concerts, say 

hi to every dog she sees, and is always on the search for the world’s 
BEST slice of pizza. 

Cara Abrams with husband, Tony, and daughter, Ruth Micah.

https://ejcpdx.org/
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BY DEBORAH MOON
On the afternoon of Friday, 

May 28, Oregon State Univer-
sity student government sent 
a one-sided email to all OSU 
students condemning Israel for 
“war crimes in Gaza.” 
Within an hour, dozens of 

OSU students reached out to 
Oregon Hillel for support. 
“Our focus first and foremost 

was with students – just hearing 
from those students,” says Andy 
Gitelson, Executive Director 
of Oregon Hillel Foundation, 
which serves students at the 
University of Oregon and OSU. 
The email from the Associ-

ated Students of Oregon State 
University, which was signed 
by four leaders, concluded: “To 
our Palestinian community, we 
see you, we support you and we 
are here for you.”
Yet the email offered no sup-

port for Jewish students at a 
time when anti-Semitism has 
surged nationally. 
“We are part of the fabric of 

the campus community,” says 
Gitelson. “Certainly we know 
that there are going to be differ-
ent voices. Our goal is to ensure 
that dialogue across difference 
happens … there’s positive 
ways with which to do advoca-
cy and build community.”
The ASOSU email made no 

mention of the role of Hamas. 
Instead it read: “This is colo-
nialism, this is ethnic cleans-
ing, this is state-sanctioned vio-
lence, this is Zionism. We stand 
for liberation and justice for the 

people of Palestine.”
Late Friday afternoon, Oregon 

Hillel sent an email drawing on 
the feedback from the dozens 
of students who began calling 
within minutes of receiving the 

ASOSU email. “It wasn’t so 
much our statement as it was 
built off of the responses from 
students,” says Gitelson. 
“Many students are extreme-

ly hurt by this statement and 
its inflammatory language that 
puts the blame entirely on Isra-
el,” wrote Gitelson in the Hillel 
email sent to all OSU students.
“We are deeply disappointed 

and surprised to see the leader-
ship of Associated Students of 
Oregon State University (ASO-
SU) issue a one-sided statement 
on the complicated Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, furthering 
divisiveness among students,” 
wrote Gitelson.
Hillel also sent the email to 

OSU’s Vice President of Equity 
and Inclusion, the Dean of stu-
dents’ office and the staff advi-
sors for the ASOSU. The Hillel 
email was sent just before 5 
pm, Friday, at the start of the 
long Memorial Day weekend. 
Though he had not heard from 
OSU leaders as of Friday, June 
4, he says he expects to connect 
with them soon.
“Our hope is to continue to 

work with the administration 
at the university and to build 
the relationships across dif-
ferent cultural centers and 
groups just so that we can build 

 

UO President condemns anti-Semitic hate
Michael H. Schill, University of Oregon President and Pro-

fessor of Law, issued the following statement June 2, 2021:
Dear University of Oregon community,
All too often over the past five years, I have written to the 

campus community condemning violence and expressions 
of hatred targeted to particular groups. Today, I write not just 
as the president of the university, but also as a member of a 
group that is the object of hatred. Violence against the Jew-
ish people has existed for centuries and in recent years has 
accelerated with the growth of white supremacy. In the past 
couple of weeks, fighting in the Middle East has unleashed a 
new wave of anti-Semitic sentiment – from hateful language 
scrawled on walls to vicious acts of violence.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is complex. Whatever your 

views about this ongoing tragedy, nothing justifies either 
verbal or physical attacks against innocent people based 
upon their religion, regardless of whether they believe in 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity or some-
thing else. We must stand up to hatred against people based 
on religion, race, national origin, gender and gender expres-
sion, or who they love.
Throughout history, we have learned that silence in the face 

of evil begets more evil. The end of bigotry and racism starts 
with each of us, individually, lifting our voices. Please join 
me in condemning the recent wave of anti-Semitic violence 
and hatred. Our nation is better than this.

At press time, the UO student government 
posted an anti-Israel statement on Instagram.

OSU student government sends divisive email

Liza and Beth Milliner, Danit Rothstein and Rachel Nelson repre-
sented the Jewish community at the 2021 PrideNW parade with 
Pride banners from the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland, 
Portland Jewish Academy and Congregation Neveh Shalom. 

This year, the Portland Pride 
Parade was pre-recorded at a 
private venue to keep the com-
munity safe during the pandem-
ic. Pride Northwest will host a 
community viewing over Zoom 
at 11 am, June 20. Following the 
premiere showing, the Portland 
Pride Parade will be available 
to watch on the Pride North-
west YouTube channel. For this 
and other Portland Pride events, 
visit portlandpride.org. 
Neveh Shalom is hosting two 

Pride events: 
Pride Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service on the Plaza – Fri-
day, June 18, 6:15 pm, on the 
Holzman Plaza. Join Neveh 
Shalom for a Pride Kabbalat 
Shabbat service led by Rabbi 
Eve Posen and Guest Cantor 

Barbara Slader. No reservations 
are necessary. To connect with 
the CNS Keshet LGBTQ+ com-
munity, contact Mel Berwin 
mberwin@nevehshalom.org 

or Liza Milliner lizam410@
gmail.com.
The Name: A History of 

the Dual-Gendered Hebrew 
Name for God – Wednesday, 

June 23, 7-8 pm (virtual event). 
Rabbi Mark Sameth, author of 
The Name: A History of the 
Dual-Gendered Hebrew Name 
for God. Rabbi Sameth’s es-
says include “Our Father, Who 
Art Our Mother” (Religion Dis-
patches) and “Is God Transgen-
der?” (Op-Ed, The New York 
Times). Register at members.
nevehshalom.org/event/A-
Talk-with-Mark-Sameth
To support young adults,  

OneTable re-launched its Pride 
guide (issuu.com/onetable-
shabbat/docs/pride_shabbat_
guide_2021) in collaboration 
with JQI (jqinternational.org/) 
and in partnership with Lesbian 
Bar Project released a Lesbian 
Shabbat guide (onetable.org/
lesbianbarproject2021) 

See OSU EMAIL on next page

Jewish community celebrates Pride Month

https://mcusercontent.com/a7d4f5f01907947f2adb1e7bd/images/3b3517af-4c4a-1845-0104-f452558212ca.jpeg
https://www.instagram.com/p/CP35pU_hAB2/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://portlandpride.org/
mailto:mberwin@nevehshalom.orgo
mailto:lizam410@gmail.com
mailto:lizam410@gmail.com
https://members.nevehshalom.org/event/A-Talk-with-Mark-Sameth
https://members.nevehshalom.org/event/A-Talk-with-Mark-Sameth
https://members.nevehshalom.org/event/A-Talk-with-Mark-Sameth
https://issuu.com/onetableshabbat/docs/pride_shabbat_guide_2021
https://issuu.com/onetableshabbat/docs/pride_shabbat_guide_2021
https://issuu.com/onetableshabbat/docs/pride_shabbat_guide_2021
https://jqinternational.org/
https://onetable.org/lesbianbarproject2021/
https://onetable.org/lesbianbarproject2021/
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“We are on the verge of break-
ing up an essential coalition,” 
said Ward. “The 20th century 
civil rights movement … (had) 
four core groups: women, black 
folks, folks in the Jewish com-
munity and organized labor.”
Civil rights of the ’60s fought 

the rule of law that allowed 
white supremacists to legally 
discriminate against blacks, 
Jews and other minorities. Ward 
said the civil rights successes of 
the 1960s were a blow to white 
supremacists, who could not 
believe they had been beaten by 
those they considered inferior.
In his 2017 paper “Skin in the 

Game,” Ward wrote: “Ameri-

can white nationalism, which 
emerged in the wake of the 1960s 
civil rights struggle and descends 
from white supremacism, is a rev-
olutionary social movement com-
mitted to building a whites-only 
nation, and anti-Semitism forms 
its theoretical core.”
At the summit, Ward explained 

the backlash unleashed by those 
earlier civil rights victories. The 
white supremacists borrowed 
from the fake “Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion,” so they could 
believe that instead of “losing to 
inferior black people, they lost 
to a Jewish conspiracy.”
The white nationalist move-

ment the nation has confronted 

for the past three years arose 
in Oregon in the 1970s and 
1980s, said Ward. The flurry 
of violence and a rise of hate 
groups built on Oregon’s black 
exclusion laws in the 1800s and 
the dominance of the Ku Klux 
Klan in the 1900s. In the late 
1970s, white nationalists began 
to call for an Aryan homeland 
in the Pacific Northwest. 
Though Portland is one of 

the most progressive cities in 
the country, it has some of the 
worst statistics around race in 
terms of housing, graduation 
rates, employment and police 
shootings, said Ward.  
“If the white nationalist move-

ment is to be stopped, it will be 
stopped first in Oregon, in Port-
land,” said Ward.
Ward said the majority of 

Americans “are looking for a 
way forward.” He noted that a 
higher percentage of white peo-
ple support Black Lives Matter 
than supported Martin Luther 
King Jr. during his lifetime.
“Multi-racial democracy does 

work,” said Ward, encouraging 
summit attendees to “move for-
ward together.”
Ward commended summit 

organizers and attendees for 
their work to “create an Oregon 
where everyone can live, love, 
work and worship without fear.”

To view sessions from the virtual summit to 
Confront Hate, visit jewishportland.org/summit

OPENING PLENUM
Stronger Together: Using Bias Awareness to Increase 
Critical Self-Reflection Practices – Bill de la Cruz

KEYNOTE
Combatting Hate: The intersection of Racism and Anti- 
Semitism in the Fight for an Inclusive Democracy – Eric 
K. Ward

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
The Mainstreaming of Anti-Semitism in America – Bob 
Horenstein, JFGP
From Holocaust Denial to QAnon: The Rise of Online 
Hate – Kendall Kosai, ADL of PNW
How to Be an Ally: A Portland Youth Perspective – Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett High School
The Evolving Threat of White Nationalism – Randy 
Blazak

Latinos Confronting Oppressive Systems in Oregon – 
Latino Network Staff
Present Tense – Anti-Trans Backlash in 2021 – Pride 
Northwest and GLAPN
Uncovering Hidden Aspects of Islamophobia in Oregon 
and Beyond – Tehniyat Naveed
Office of Equity and Human Rights: Implicit Bias – City of 
Portland (presented in both breakout sessions)
The Historic Impacts of Anti-Asian Attitudes and Laws 
Through a Personal Journey – Chisao Hata
Confronting White Nationalism at Home, at School and 
in Our Communities – Adrienne van der Valk, Western 
States Center
How Conspiracy Theories Threaten Inclusive Democracy 
– Kate Bitz, Western States Center
Four Avenues to Stopping Asian Hate – Portland 
Chinatown Museum
Oregon’s Tribal History: Racism, the Pandemic and our 
Future – NAYA Family Center
How Do You Reconcile a Lynching? – Taylor Stewart

CONFRONT HATE (continued from page 1)

A Community Call To Confront Hate session recordings available online

dialogue between communi-
ties,” says Gitelson. “We don’t 
have to agree on everything all 
the time, but that we can find 
more productive ways for dis-
course on campus.”
Recognizing that such state-

ments as ASOSU’s can create a 
domino effect and unleash sim-
ilar statements on other cam-
puses, Gitelson says Hillel also 
reached out to the UO student 
government leaders with ties to 
Hillel. So far, the UO student 
leaders have not heard any sim-

ilar discussions, nor have those 
on Portland-area campuses.
“We have not seen anything 

similar on our campuses when 
it comes to a statement from 
student government,” says Han-
nah Sherman, executive director 
of PDX Hillel, which serves 
students on Portland-area cam-
puses. “We held several virtual 
processing spaces over the past 
few weeks for students to come 
together to connect, vent and 
talk about how they are feel-
ing. Many of our students are 

concerned about the increase of 
anti-Semitism they are seeing 
online … However, our students 
haven’t expressed direct fears 
related to life on campus, instead 
being more concerned with the 
national and international rise in 
anti-Semitism.” 
Gitelson says Hillel appre-

ciates the support they have 
received from international 
Hillel as well as that from 
StandWithUs, AIPAC, ADL 
and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Portland. 

“I don’t read the ASOSU 
statement as expressing a po-
litical view on the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict,” says JFGP 
Director of Community Rela-
tions and Public Affairs Bob 
Horenstein. “Rather, I read it 
as a direct assault on Jewish 
students for whom Zionism is 
an integral part of their identity. 
It is mendacious, offensive and 
most definitely anti-Semitic. 
Thankfully, the Jewish students 
at OSU have a strong ally and 
advocate in Gitelson.”

OSU EMAIL (continued from previous page)

https://www.jewishportland.org/summit
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BY RABBI BARRY COHEN

I have mixed feelings about 
our country. I was raised and 
educated believing in a lofty, 
romanticized vision. Slowly, 
this vision has been broken 
down, brick by brick, floor by 
floor, building by building. I 
see more clearly both our fun-
damental flaws and our inher-
ent strengths. 
During these past months, 

I have learned the history 
I should have been taught, 
whether through many virtu-
al Zoom sessions (such as the 
recent summit, “A Community 
Call to Confront Hate”) or in-
dependent reading. I recently 
finished Caste, by Isabel Wilk-
erson and am almost finished 
with The New Jim Crow by 
Michelle Alexander.
I have also gained valuable in-

sight by learning about the 1921 
Tulsa race massacre, which tar-
geted the city’s African Amer-
ican community and stripped 
it completely of its wealth. (I 
lived in Oklahoma City, right 
down the road from Tulsa, for 
eight years, and I recall that 
tragedy mentioned only once 
or twice.) I learned about “the 
1619 Project,” which highlights 
the role slavery has played in 
our country’s history and the 
contributions Black Americans 
have made to our culture and 
our national identity.
I clearly understand ways I 

have benefitted from white 
privilege. As a single parent 
of two high schoolers, I have 
devoted a great deal of time, 
energy and resources to teach-
ing them how to navigate an in-
creasingly complicated world.
In that spirit, let me share just 

one anecdote of how I benefit-
ted from white privilege when 
I was in high school living in 
Memphis: One Saturday late 
night, I was driving home. I had 
to swerve to avoid a pothole. A 
police officer parked on a side 
street saw what happened and 
immediately pulled me over. 
This was the first time I was 

stopped by a cop. Previously, I 
had witnessed drivers who had 
been pulled over standing out-
side their cars, talking to police 
officers. In addition, my parents 
never had a conversation with 
me about what steps to follow 
when I am pulled over. Without 
thinking, I got out of my car 
and engaged the police officer 
in conversation. He asked me 
whether I had been drinking 
and why I swerved the car. I 
explained I had not been drink-
ing and had to swerve to avoid 
a pothole. He let me go with a 
warning.
In retrospect, how would that 

scenario had played out differ-
ently if I were a Black teenager 
driving late at night in a pre-
dominantly white neighbor-
hood in Memphis? How would 
the police officer have reacted 
to my exiting the car? Would 
I have found myself lying face 
down on the pavement? Would 
I have been taken into custody? 
Would I have entered the justice 
system? What would have been 
the implications on the future I 
envisioned? 
Have I benefitted from white 

privilege throughout my life? 
From high school, to college, to 
where I have lived, to where my 
kids have gone to school, to the 
medical care we have received, 
etc. etc. etc.? Absolutely. 
But there’s more to the sto-

ry. While I have privilege, 
in many ways, I lack power. 
From my youth, I was taught 
the “American Dream,” and 
that it was a foregone con-
clusion I would become more 
economically successful than 
my parents. That is not the 
case. My father, as an inde-
pendent, successful entrepre-
neur, had much more power to 
effect change than I do.
We are witnessing a coun-

try where those in power are 
attempting to divide and con-
quer. One aspect of this effort 
concerns voting rights. I would 
argue that too many of those 
who have political power in 
our democracy do not truly be-

lieve in democracy for all. 
I wonder if my words are ag-

gravating you. You may be ask-
ing, “Why are you even writing 
about this? Why don’t you stay 
in your chaplain lane?”
Years ago, Thomas Mann 

taught that “everything is pol-
itics.” Mann was a novelist, 
social critic, philanthropist and 
recipient of the 1929 Nobel 
Prize in literature. He and his 
family fled Germany when Hit-
ler came to power.
To me “everything is (poten-

tially) pastoral.” And part of 
the pastoral is building con-
nections with others and learn-
ing how to acquire power to 
effect change.
So what can we do to effect 

positive change in our country? 
We can get educated about the 
real United States, warts and 
all. We can become self-aware 
about the role we play in our 
country. We can identify and 
embrace what we have in com-
mon with others. We can empa-
thize with those we consider to 
be “other” or “different.” And 
of course, we can vote.
Then repeat.
Along the way, I will guide 

myself by one of my favorite 
Jewish concepts: Keep my 
feet in the world as it is. But 
lift up my eyes and gaze upon 
the vision of what the world 
should be.

  The Pastoral Is the Political
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BY RABBI 
JOSHUA ROSE 
My role as Shaa-

rie Torah’s rabbi 
comes to an end 
soon. With full 
hearts, Channah 
and I can only say 
“thank you” to this 
community and in 
particular the long-
time and newer 
members of Shaarie 
Torah for the way 
you have supported 
us and our boys.  
Rabbi Gary Oren 

will now lead my beloved, sto-
ried synagogue. A special rab-
bi with a bright mind and big 
heart, he brings us new energy 
and ideas. Together with our 
talented staff, headed by the 
incredible Jemi Kostiner Man-
sfield and a crop of young and 
savvy leaders, Rabbi Oren will 
lead Shaarie Torah into a prom-
ising future.  
These past years were diffi-

cult for all of us: the virus, the 
outrages of the Trump years, 
and national racial and political 
earthquakes. In my case, these 
came together with profound 
internal changes. I began to 
feel that the person I needed to 
be and the work I needed to do 
couldn’t emerge while I was a 
congregational rabbi. 
Seeking an unbound, creative 

Jewish life, I was unsure exact-
ly what I was after. I reached 
out to fellow travelers with a 
similar yearning, meeting ulti-
mately with dozens of people. 
I asked each a question I had 
asked myself: “What is the 
Jewish Portland you would 
make if you could wave a mag-
ic wand?” These young, old, 
gay, straight, queer folks, some 
halachically Jewish, some not, 
some Jewish by association, 
made clear I was not alone, and 
that Portland has an untapped 
well of Jewish creativity. 
Where this would lead, I didn’t 
know, but I kept hearing a voice 
saying, “I will not forgive you 
if you will not take the chance.”  
Inspired by the ideas and en-

thusiasm, I have 
created an organi-
zation called Co/
Lab: Growing 
Creative Jewish 
Portland (www.
colabpdx.org). Co/
Lab will develop 
events and conver-
sations that explore 
the possibilities 
of Jewish identity, 
foster creativity in 
the Jewish com-
munity and prompt 
engagement with 
significant issues of 

public interest. We will do this 
by sparking collaboration and 
experimentation among Jewish 
Portlanders, artists, thinkers 
and activists from across the 
city. Co/Lab will launch in late 
summer/early fall, but you can 
go to the website now to learn 
more and sign up for updates.  
I join an already emerging 

Jewish world. The Eastside 
Jewish Commons has a fabu-
lous site and a new executive 
director, Cara Abrams; TischP-
DX: Unaffiliated Jewish Lead-
ership Incubator, led by Eleyna 
Fugman, is lifting up the next 
generation of Jewish leaders; 
Rabbi Brian Mayer’s Religion 
Outside The Box connects 
people in new ways; and Shul-
chanPDX, started by Rabbi 
Steven Moskowitz, is injecting 
creativity and engagement into 
the tradition. Finally, individu-
als all over the city are creating 
new modes of Jewish living – 
without asking this rabbi’s or 
anyone else’s permission.  
How special this Jewish com-

munity is. Having grown up 
here, I know we have what it 
takes to tend to our roots while 
new possibilities blossom. I 
hope you’ll join Co/Lab and 
others to seed our Jewish future, 
even as we continue to support 
our traditional institutions.  
It is moving and fitting for me 

to close out life as a congrega-
tional rabbi in this city I love, 
and profoundly exciting to join 
with you to discover what is to 
come for all of us. See you soon! 

Rabbi’s corner
 Shalom! (Goodbye/Hello) The feel of the outdoors comes 

inside as sounds of gurgling wa-
ter flow through the space, and 
wall hangings of water ripple as 
the air moves through the room.
“It hits the right chord with 

its ability to create wide open 
space,” says OJMCHE Director 
Judy Margles. “We hope people 
will come through and return to 
join a walking tour.”  
OJMCHE and AHC will offer 

guided weekly walking tours 
of Portland’s first urban re-
newal project and the Halprin 
fountains in July and August 
(tour dates and registration 
will be posted at ojmche.org/
events/). Walking maps will 
also be available at the muse-
um’s front desk for those who 
want to explore on their own. 
The fountains begin with The 
Source, which evokes the ori-
gin of a stream as it bubbles out 
of the ground before collecting 
and spilling over the “rocky” 
slopes of the Lovejoy Foun-
tain. The terraced pools of the 
Ira Keller Forecourt Fountain 
invite people to cool their feet 
in the water.
Guest curator Kenneth  

Helphand is the Philip H. 
Knight Professor of Landscape 
Architecture Emeritus at the 
University of Oregon. He says 
his 45-year career in landscape 
architecture was inspired by 
Halprin’s work.
“When I came to the North-

west in 1974, my first stop, 
the first stop for any landscape 
architect, was the fountains,” 
says Kenneth. “The fountains 
and open space project is the 
project he is best known for; he 
is internationally known.”
The author of Lawrence Hal-

prin (part of the Masters of 
Modern Landscape Design 
Series), Kenneth is considered 
one of the foremost authorities 
on Halprin’s work. On May 25, 
he presented a virtual lunch talk 
for the museum titled “Law-
rence Halprin: Touchstones and 
Innovation.” The morning of 
the talk, Halprin’s wife, chore-
ographer Anna Halprin, passed 
away. Kenneth says that you 
can see the choreographic in-
fluence Anna had on Halprin’s 

moving landscape designs. The 
OJMCHE exhibit is dedicated 
in her memory. See the video of 
the talk at ojmche.org/calendar/
recorded-events-2021.
Anna also inspired Halprin’s 

career choice, said Kenneth in 
a pre-opening tour of the exhib-
it. Halprin was studying plant 
science when Anna took him 
to see Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
studio and school Taliesin 
East in Spring Grove, Wisc. 
Two weeks later, Halprin was 
enrolled at Harvard studying 
landscape architecture.
The exhibit includes a brief 

biography of Halprin, who 
was born in Brooklyn in 1916 
and passed away in 2009. His 
childhood was divided between 
New York and pre-state Israel, 
where he became a bar mitzvah 
and helped found a kibbutz in 
the 1930s.
But most of the exhibit focuses 

on Halprin’s relationship with 
water and his inspirations for 
creating the Portland fountains. 
The three large wall hangings 
feature Halprin quotes about 
water in cities. Halprin was 
inspired by the great fountains 
of Europe and the public life 
of Europe’s cities. The flow of 
the fountains was inspired by 
his hikes in mountains from the 
Sierra Nevada to the Cascades 
and ranges in Europe.
“Lovejoy Plaza is a place for 

events to happen,” says Ken-
neth. “He wanted people to en-
gage with the fountains.”
Fortuitously, the city last 

month turned on the water in the 
fountains in time for people to 
enjoy this summer. Portland had 
turned off the water to all public 
fountains during the pandemic.
Kenneth is also the curator 

of the smaller exhibit in OJM-
CHE’s East Gallery. “Upon 
Thy Gates, The Elaine K. and 
Norman Winik Mezuzah Col-
lection” debuted in the museum 
in 2018. Kenneth has converted 
the exhibit to a traveling exhibit, 
and the mounted mezuzot return 
to OJMCHE June 23-Sept. 26. 
OJMCHE: ojmche.org, 724 
NW Davis St. 
Architectural Heritage Center: 
visitahc.org, 701 SE Grand Ave.

FOUNTAINS (from page 1)

Rabbi Josh Rose 
leads the Portland-
based Jewish startup 
Co/Lab, set to launch 
in fall 2021.

http://www.colabpdx.org
http://www.colabpdx.org
https://www.ojmche.org/events/
https://www.ojmche.org/events/
https://www.amazon.com/Lawrence-Halprin-Masters-Modern-Landscape/dp/0820352071/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Lawrence+Halprin&qid=1622585344&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Lawrence-Halprin-Masters-Modern-Landscape/dp/0820352071/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Lawrence+Halprin&qid=1622585344&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Lawrence-Halprin-Masters-Modern-Landscape/dp/0820352071/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Lawrence+Halprin&qid=1622585344&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Lawrence-Halprin-Masters-Modern-Landscape/dp/0820352071/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=Lawrence+Halprin&qid=1622585344&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTLjVyq3v5I
https://www.ojmche.org/calendar/recorded-events-2021/
https://www.ojmche.org/calendar/recorded-events-2021/
http://www.ojmche.org
https://visitahc.org/
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Nearly 60 households 
Zoomed in for Congrega-
tion Beth Israel’s 163rd 
Annual Meeting on May 
26, 2021. 
An update on reopening 

the congregation’s histor-
ic campus was a highlight 
of the meeting. 
The reopening statement 

says: “We are thrilled to 
begin to reopen the CBI 
campus with the return 
to in-person Shabbat 
Evening Services. These 
services will be held in 
the Main Sanctuary, our 
largest indoor space; 
additionally, we will be 
limiting the number of 
attendees. Details (and a 
chance to sign up!) may 
be found at bethisrael-pdx.org/in-person/. 
The summer will see continued opportu-
nities to connect at CBI with the return of 
in-person Tot Shabbat and Mini Mensch 

programs, youth group 
activities and our favorite 
summer tradition, Shab-
bat on the Plaza.”
In addition, the meet-

ing included installing 
Josh Remick to the CBI 
Board of Trustees and 
thanking outgoing board 
member and Past Pres-
ident Glen Levy for his 
years of service. 
The evening also 

featured a drone-filmed 
video of CBI’s Kol 
Echad Choir and a state 
of the congregation re-
port. Over the course of 
this very strange year, 
CBI membership has 
grown, and the Reform 
congregation celebrat-

ed the b’nai mitzvah of 30 students and 
hosted a full calendar of religious school, 
adult education and social action pro-
grams. 

Congregation Neveh Shalom hosted 130 
people for in-person Kabbalat Shabbat 
services outside on the congregation’s 
Holzman Plaza June 4. Services on the pla-
za will continue throughout the summer.
Rabbi Eve Posen and guest Cantorial So-

loist Kim Schneiderman officiated at the 
first outdoor services.
“For the first time in 15 months we came 

together wholly as a holy community,” says 
Rabbi Posen. “We didn’t have to imagine 
one another’s voices as we sang, we could 
luxuriate in the gift of being together in 
community.  For over a year we’ve prayed 
for the ‘one day’ when we could be to-
gether again, in person.  This past Shabbat 
we were able to do so safely and with full 
hearts.  We’re looking forward to a full 
summer of welcoming our community to-

gether in person again.”
The announcement for the services read: 

“We are so excited and pleased to take the 
next step in returning to in-person services 
and events at CNS.”  
Preregistration was not required. Physical 

distancing and seating with “pod-mates” 
was encouraged. Masks were optional but 
not required for the outdoor venue. 
An Oneg Shabbat followed services. 

Congregants enjoyed a nosh, drink and 
schmooze with one another as Neveh 
Shalom’s kehillah (community) began the 
journey to be together again.
Neveh Shalom will continue to video live-

stream all services for those who are not 
able or comfortable joining the in-person 
gatherings. The link for online services is 
at nevehshalom.org/virtual-services/.

Congregation Neveh Shalom hosted in-person services on the Holzman Plaza June 4.

Neveh Shalom holds outdoor services

Beth Israel announces return of Shabbat on Plaza
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL PRESENTS

SHABBAT ON
THE PLAZA

2021

Whereewe’ree
going,eweedon’te

needeZoom !

JULY  
JULY   

AUGUST  
AUGUST   

This poster was the closing image 
of Congregation Beth Israel’s 
virtual annual meeting.

Jobs board                                                              
The Jewish Review publishes job openings 

from Jewish agencies and congregations. 
Submit to:  editor@jewishportland.org.

Congregation Neveh Shalom
Youth and Family Engagement Associate
Pay: $16,200 (20 hours/week including 
weekend and/or evening events)
The ideal candidate will be a team play-

er who enjoys working with families with 
students in third through 12th grades. They 
should be a doer, a collaborative and cre-
ative thinker, and skilled at building rela-
tionships. Ideal candidate would have some 
experience developing programs for kids 
and teens. Teaching experience is a plus but 
not a must. Proficiency in Microsoft Suite 
is required. This could be a long-term op-
portunity and grow to full time for the right 
candidate.
This position works with and reports to 

Rabbi Eve Posen, CNS associate rabbi, and 
the YAFE committee. For more informa-
tion or to apply, email Rabbi Eve Posen at 
eposen@nevehshalom.org

Foundation School at CNS
Early Childhood Educators

Full-time with benefits and part-time hourly
Are you a joyful, nurturing educator who 

loves working with young children? We 
are looking for experienced, creative and 
caring teachers to join our vibrant team and 
collaborative community. 
Responsibilities include: Create devel-

opmentally appropriate and engaging 
classroom; create a safe and nurturing en-
vironment; oversee the physical needs and 
hygiene of the children; develop rapport 
with parents through frequent communica-
tion; and manage the schedule and transi-
tions in the classroom.
Two years’ teaching experience at ECE/

preschool level or degree in education/early 
childhood required.
For full description or to apply, contact 

Leah Conley lconley@nevehshalom.org.
Portland Jewish Academy 

Afterschool Site Directors
WAGE: $35,000-40,000 (depending on 
experience). LOCATION: Portland Jew-
ish Academy, Glencoe Elementary School, 
Forest Park Elementary
PJA is seeking three professionals who 

can each lead a team of educators in a be-
fore and after school program. 
The Afterschool Site Director (SD) is re-

sponsible for staff and program supervision 
and is accountable for daily site operations. 
SD oversees the direct care and supervision 
of children in PJA before and after school 
programs. 
For more information and job description, 

visit  pjaproud.org/about-us/employment
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