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I
t is with great honor that I serve as the Chair of the Jewish 

Community Relations Council (JCRC), having been an active 

participant since 2011. The JCRC has given me the opportunity 

to effect change through collaboration with others on important 

social justice matters that impact both Jews and non-Jews. 

In this first ever edition of Tzedek, we are pleased to showcase the 

work of the JCRC from our advocacy at the state capitol in Salem 

to our efforts to combat antisemitism and bigotry.

The time has never been more critical to educate Oregonians on 

the state’s grim history of exclusionary laws and discrimination 

against minorities, and so I am excited to work with JCRC’s 

Intergroup Outreach Committee on the “Confronting Hate” webinar 

series (see page 5). On the Israel front, for a fourth consecutive 

year, we continue our close partnership with StandWithUS to bring 

engaging, young, shlichim to speak on Israeli society/culture and, 

when requested, Israel’s relationship with its Arab neighbors.

In the following pages, you’ll have the opportunity to learn the 

breadth and depth of our work and ways you can become involved.

Michelle Bombet Minch 
Jewish Community Relations Council, Chair 
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What is the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)?
Representing a broad cross-section of the local Jewish community for over 50 years, the 
JCRC of the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland focuses its work on public affairs issues of 
importance to the Jewish residents of Greater Portland and Southwest Washington, including 
safeguarding the social safety net, advancing civil rights, combating antisemitism, and 
strengthening the Oregon-Israel relationship.

The JCRC works regularly in coalitions with other faith and ethnic communities on issues that 
we have in common. Partners of the JCRC include Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, NAACP-
Portland Chapter, Latino Network, Catholic Archdiocese, Native American Youth and Family 

Center, Confederation of Grand Ronde Tribes, Western States Center, and Pride Northwest.

Does the JCRC take positions on issues?
Yes! The JCRC, which is nonpartisan, retains a lobbyist who works in Salem on the state 
legislative priorities of the Jewish community, such as protecting Medicaid funding, 
strengthening hate crimes legislation, and mandating Holocaust education. 

How is the JCRC structured?
The JCRC is made up of both organizational representatives appointed by their respective 
congregations/agencies (two-thirds of the council), and at-large community members  
(one-third of the council). Every local congregation—from Humanist to Orthodox—along with 
six community agencies and one regional agency are represented at the JCRC table, making it, 
arguably, the most broadly representative body in our local Jewish community (see list).

How are decisions made?
The JCRC makes decisions based on consensus, meaning that a majority of at least 62.5 percent 
is required to adopt a position after thorough debate and discussion. When no consensus exists, 
i.e., on issues where the community is clearly divided, no position is taken. 
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Besides the council, are there committees?
Much of the work of the council is done in four separate committees, 
in which community members may become involved:

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

•   Promotes Jewish engagement in the political process at all levels of government

•   Educates elected officials on the legislative priorities of the Jewish community

•  Works in coalition with diverse faith and ethnic communities on legislation affecting  
civil rights, healthcare, immigration, gun violence, and other important domestic issues

ISRAEL ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

• Fosters the strengthening of Oregon-Israel ties

• Advocates for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

• Combats antisemitism and efforts aimed at delegitimizing the Jewish state

INTERGROUP OUTREACH COMMITTEE

•  Broadens and strengthens our Jewish connections by forming partnerships and 
holding dialogues with other faith and ethnic groups

CLIMATE ACTION COMMITTEE

•  Inspires, educates, and mobilizes our Jewish community to protect 
our planet from the negative impacts of climate change.

Does the JCRC belong to a national organization?
The JCRC is an affiliate of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA), 
which is made up of 125 JCRCs around the country along with 16 national 
Jewish agencies, including ADL, Hadassah, National Council of Jewish Women, 
and the public affairs arms of the Reform, Reconstuctionist, Conservative and 
Modern Orthodox movements (see www.jewishpublicaffairs.org). At the national level, the 
Portland JCRC is well-respected, having previously won multiple JCPA awards for “excellence  
in programming.”

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS OF THE JCRC:

Anti-Defamation League (ADL)

Cedar Sinai Park

Congregation Ahavat Achim

Congregation Beit Haverim

Congregation Beth Israel

Congregation Havurah Shalom

Congregation Kesser Israel

Congregation Kol Ami

Congregation Kol Shalom

Congregation Neveh Shalom

Congregation P’nai Or

Congregation Shaarie Torah

Congregation Shir Tikvah

Jewish Family Child Service

Mittleman Jewish Community Center

Oregon Jewish Community Foundation

Portland Hillel

Portland Kollel
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EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
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In late 2018, a group of Jewish and Black 
clergy, lay leaders, professionals and students 
broke bread together at Po’Shines Restaurant 
in Northeast Portland. Since then, members 
of that group have met regularly, planning 
programs and creating relationships. This 
group, made up of representatives of the 
Jewish Federation, NAACP, Oregon Jewish 
Museum & Center for Holocaust Education, 
Dialogues Unlimited and other members of the 
Black community, calls itself United in Spirit.

We began programming in February with 
a viewing of the film, From Swastikas to 
Jim Crow, which is about Jewish professors 
who fled Germany in the 1930s and found 
employment at the historically Black colleges 
in the American South. 

While our group has been impacted by 
COVID-19, United in Spirit has pivoted and 
continued to move forward with our work and 
the deepening of our relationships.

In September, over 600 households viewed 
the film, Shared Legacies, a documentary that 
details the historic Black-Jewish civil rights 
alliance. Then, over 200 households joined us 
virtually for a discussion with the filmmaker,  
Dr. Shari Rogers, and veteran civil rights 
activist Rev. Gerald Durley.

Looking to next year, United in Spirit is 
planning a Civil Rights Mission to Atlanta, 
Montgomery, Selma, and Birmingham with 
members of the local Black and Jewish 
communities.

In this time of national and local reckoning 
with our country and state’s grim legacy of 
discrimination and hate, the JCRC and its 
partners have created a series of webinars 
to educate about hate and learn how to 
confront it.

These virtual programs will:

•  EDUCATE the broader community about 
the history of discrimination in Oregon;

•  DEMONSTRATE the interconnectedness 
among the various forms of discrimination 
and hatred;

•  FOSTER solidarity among the targets and 
opponents of hate.

Our webinars feature organizations in the 
greater community representing people who 
have historically — and continually — been 
the targets of discrimination in Oregon. In 
late May 2021, we will all come together 
to sponsor a community-wide Summit on 
Confronting Hate. 

To register for upcoming webinars and the 
summit and view past webinars, go to  
www.jewishportland.org/uncovering

EDUCATING ABOUT BIGOTRY AND 
CONFRONTING HATE — JOIN US! 

Uncovering the Hidden History 
of Hate
The JCRC and its partners are hosting a 
series of webinars focusing on the history 
of discrimination in the State of Oregon. 
Each webinar features a different minority 
community and is led by the community 
presenting their own history. Some of 
these webinars have already taken place. 
To view the webinars related to the Black, 
Indigenous and Latinx communities go to 
www.jewishportland.org/uncovering.

UPCOMING WEBINARS:

•  Uncovering the Hidden History of  
Anti-Trans and Anti-Gay Discrimination 
in Oregon —January 21st with GLAPN 
(Gay and Lesbian Archives of the Pacific 
Northwest) and PrideNW

•  Uncovering the Hidden History of  
Anti-Asian Racism in Oregon —  
February 23 with the Japanese-American 
Museum of Oregon and the Portland 
Chinatown Museum

•  Uncovering the Hidden History of 
Antisemitism in Oregon — TBA (March)

“�Collaborating�with�the�Jewish�Federation�of��

Greater�Portland�is�important�because�together�

we�represent�people�of�faith�and�ethnicity�actively�

working�to�ensure�greater�Portland�is�a�safe�and�

inclusive�city�to�live,�work,�and�enjoy�life.”

  EMMETT WHEATFALL, PASTOR AND POET
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For each state legislative “long” session, the JCRC presents a list 
of priorities ranging from the social safety net and gun violence 
prevention to Holocaust education and wage theft. These 
priorities are communicated in meetings with legislative leaders 
from both parties prior to and during the session. For 2021, our 
lobbyist, George Okulitch, who represents the Federation and 
JCRC in Salem, will be advocating on the following issues:

MEDICAID. The JCRC continues to support the safeguarding of 
Medicaid funding for Oregon’s most vulnerable populations. The 
upcoming 2021-23 biennium will be particularly challenging given 
the adverse impact of Covid-19 and the wildfires on the state budget. 
During the 2021 legislative session, the JCRC will work hard to protect 
Medicaid and other critical human service programs.

GUN VIOLENCE. The JCRC is committed to making Oregon safer from gun violence and remains 
involved in the coalition developing and bringing to the legislature common-sense gun violence 
prevention measures: closing the Charleston loophole and requiring gun owners to safely store 
their firearms.

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION. In 2019, the JCRC partnered with the Oregon Jewish Museum 
and Center for Holocaust Education to mandate Holocaust and genocide education in 
the state’s public high schools. Given the alarming level of ignorance about the Holocaust 
among millennials and Gen Z individuals, the JCRC is committed to working with the Oregon 
Department of Education (ODE) and key legislators to ensure implementation of this legislation.

ETHNIC STUDIES. The JCRC is seeking to include the history and contributions of the American 
Jewish community in the state ethnic studies standards being finalized by ODE in accordance 
with legislation passed over the last three years. We believe that Jews should be considered 
an historically marginalized community along with the indigenous, Black, Latinx and Asian 
communities.

For more information about the JCRC or to get involved,  
contact Bob Horenstein at 503-245-6496.

2021 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA


