WE INVEST IN YOUNG FAMILIES
Spring Highlight: CAMP
THANK YOU for supporting our work with young
families. Camp has a powerful ability to create
confidence, a sense of self, and long-lasting friendships
and connections.

Here are some of the wonderful opportunities you have made
possible!
Our 2nd annual Family Camp had an amazing response, virtually
tripling last year’s participation with over 220 people from 24
organizations attending this year.
Over 300 kids from San Diego will go to Jewish summer camp for
the first time with financial assistance.
Our wonderful Shinshinim (Israelis spending a gap year abroad) will
be counselors at Camp Mt. Chai this summer helping our youth to
connect to Israeli culture, traditions and people.

ALL MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU

MEET EMILY FISHER
My story begins in middle school. A place where kids attempt to figure out who they really
are, and who they want to be. A place in which cliques are formed, and as a byproduct,
people are left out and excluded.
I certainly did not have the easiest time. I was at this point in my life where I was confused
about many friendships. Wondering where my loyalties lay. I was unsure about the future in
that I was too caught up in the present, and not in a good way.
In 7th grade I became a Bat Mitzvah. I left one phase of Judaism to step into the next one. It
was a turning point, and I had to figure out how I wanted to continue with my Jewish
education. Again I was confused.
During a casual talk one day at religious school, my closest and trusted friends mentioned this
place called Camp Ramah. They raved about it. It was all they were talking about, and the joy
being there brought them. It was only a couple weeks later that I suggested the idea of it to
my parents.
Going to camp is expensive. It literally takes a village to make it possible for even just one kid.
And it took a village to send me. My parents knew they could not afford the full tuition, so
they looked for scholarships to assist them financially.
We looked into the One Happy Camper scholarship, which offers $1,000 stipends to kids who
attend a Jewish sleep-away camp for the first time. Fortunately, I was granted this money,
and that made going to camp a whole lot easier.
Summer of 2017 will forever go down as the best summer of my life. After a month of being
separated from my parents and brother, I had gained a whole new family. My counselors, rosh
edah, and best friends became my forever family. I was no longer unsure.
Not only was camp life-changing, it was life-saving. I felt as though I was no longer confused
regarding which friends I deserved, because camp gave me my best friends. And I was no
longer concerned about the present or the future, because camp was all that in one place. I
could live life to the fullest, without any worries. Camp is - and always will be – my second
home.
Thank you Federation! And thank you to all of YOU for making these life-saving opportunities
a reality for Jewish teens in San Diego.
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