WE INVEST IN TEENS
Spring Highlight: PEER LEADERS
THANK YOU for supporting our work with teens to ensure
a rich Jewish future in San Diego.
The Peer Leaders Fellowship is a peer-to-peer engagement
activity, and a rising star of the Jewish Teen Initiative. Teens
with vast networks are trained to listen to what their friends
“want” and then connect them to their passions and the Jewish
community.
After an extremely successful pilot year that saw 13 Peer
Leaders connect with 375 of their friends monthly, the second
year has grown in spectacular fashion to 27 Peer Leaders who
are connecting with 500 other teens.

The Peer Leaders Fellowship is changing the face of Jewish teen
engagement by involving teens in community building and to
connect more Jewish teens to more Jewish things in San Diego.

ALL MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU

MEET REBECCA EPNER
I consider myself to be a cultural Jew. That is, while I do have religious beliefs and take part
in services, the majority of my Jewish identity has stemmed from youth groups, summer
camp, and the network of people I have met through these organizations.
When I aged out of preschool at the JCC, I enrolled in religious school at Congregation
Beth Israel, where I met the group of girls who would soon become my family, some of
whom are here today. It was with these people, along with guidance from the wonderful
Jessica Kretzer of the Jewish Teen Initiative, that I began to truly understand the power of
Jewish women in society.
We learned about Ruth and her unwavering loyalty; Esther and her daring bravery; and the
actions of every other strong female character in biblical texts. Each of these women
created a lasting impact for the generations to follow. They left their mark on society with
the hope that girls from centuries down the line would not have to fight the same battles
they had to endure. It was in these specific years of my studies that I decided I would wear
the title of a Jewish woman with pride and confidence.
Three and a half years ago, I embarked on the daunting journey we call high school. I’m sure
as many of you remember, high school is a time of questioning who we are, pondering who
we want to be, and tirelessly comparing ourselves to those around us. This is what we call
an identity crisis.
Thankfully, I was pretty certain of myself when I started high school, so I was able to skip
some of the adolescent chaos. But there was still so much I wanted to accomplish in the
next four years and I had no clue where to start. This is when Jessica reached out to me
about the Federation-funded Jewish Teen Initiative, to find volunteer service projects.
She connected me with some incredible non-profits, helping me to discover my passion for
service learning. Volunteer work has helped me develop humility, selflessness, and
awareness of the pressing issues in society. None of this would have been possible without
the Jewish Federation’s support of the Jewish Teen Initiative. And when it comes down to
it, it is the support from each of you that has made my Jewish journey a success. So thank
you!

WE CARE. WE HELP JEWS IN NEED AND WE BUILD COMMUNITY.
JEWISHINSANDIEGO.ORG

