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As we present our community with Federation’s 2018 Impact Report, we asked ourselves what
it means to have impact. Is it about how many people attended an event? Is it about how many
children and families received PJ Library books? Is it about how many kids went to camp or how
many teens went to Israel?
Sure, numbers tell one story about impact, but behind every one of those numbers is
a story. And at the core of each story is a spark, a connection – a connection to new friends, a
connection to traditions, a connection to a land, a connection to heritage.
This is where your Federation is choosing to have impact. We are the connector among the
many organizations that serve our San Diego Jewish community, creating partnerships and
collaborations to address the ever-growing needs of seniors, youth, newcomers to the community,
Holocaust survivors, and Israelis caught in the crossfire of terrorism. We foster volunteers and
build leaders. We welcome babies into the world and celebrate the Jewish rhythm of life. We
make sure everyone is included and care for those in need. We do this while ensuring our precious
resources are used toward Jewish continuity and securing a Jewish future.
We are carving out a new path – one that meets the challenges of our local and global Jewish
communities head on and that will strengthen San Diego today, tomorrow, and for generations
to come.
So, as you look through these pages that define our work, and as you read stories of people
who are grateful for Federation during joyous times and trying times, reflect upon your own
Jewish story. Reflect upon how you, through your generous support of the Federation,
make it happen.

Brian Tauber, Board Chair

Michael Jeser, President & CEO
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$6.2 MILLION
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raised for emergency
and disaster relief in
Houston, Puerto Rico,
Northern California,
Mexico City, and Israel

people celebrated
Israel’s 70th at Israel Fest

high school students
connected to volunteering
through the Jewish Teen
Initiative

kids experienced Jewish camp
for the first time with financial
support from Federation

new San Diegans were
welcomed to our
community through
NextGen newcomer events

teens traveled to Israel with
financial support from Federation

640

35

San Diegans experienced
Birthright Israel

events took place for young
professionals to connect

Federation is dedicated to caring
for Jews in need wherever they are in
the world - the sick, the vulnerable,
the displaced, and the grieving.
Chaplaincy
The Jewish Community Chaplain
ensures no Jew is alone in times of
need, and responds to the acute needs
of unaffiliated Jews in San Diego
County who are ill, at the end-of-life, or
experiencing life crises, including those
in hospitals, long-term care facilities,
and prisons.
Through your support,
our Community Chaplain:
Officiated or facilitated 40
funerals, memorials, and unveilings
Served 261 clients
Provided consultation and
services to 20 hospitals
Oversaw 418 visits by hospital
volunteers

Meet Suzi.
When Suzi’s father needed comfort the most,
Federation’s Chaplain was at his side. And
when her dad transitioned from life to death,
our Chaplain was there for the family.

*

Our family is very
grateful to the
Jewish Federation
Chaplaincy
program.

Providing thoughtful, nuanced, and
meaningful spiritual support and guidance
that met the family’s needs during such a
difficult time helped alleviate so much stress,
and allowed the family to grieve.
“Our family experienced such sensitive,
helpful, and intelligent support when we
needed it the most – during the last months
of my father’s life,” Suzi said.
“The Community Chaplain conducted a
beautiful, meaningful burial service for my
father. Our family is very grateful to him and
the Jewish Federation Chaplaincy program.”

SUPPORTING

IN OUR COMMUNITY. HOW WE DO IT.

American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC)
JDC is one of Federation’s primary overseas
partners whose mission is to alleviate hunger
and hardship, rescue Jews in danger, create
lasting connections to Jewish life, and provide
immediate relief for victims of natural and
man-made disasters across the globe.
Community Social Worker
This East County pilot program will provide
a JFS social worker who serves as a resource
connector to seniors for vital community
services, and an in-service to synagogue
members about conducting effective home
visits and connecting isolated seniors to
socialization opportunities.
Jewish Council of Public Affairs (JCPA)
JCPA is the national hub for hundreds of
Jewish agencies. Its mandate is to advance
the interests of the Jewish people; support
Israel’s quest for peace and security; promote
a just American society; and advocate for
human rights around the world.

Jewish Public Affairs
Committee of California (JPAC)
We are a part of JPAC, the largest singlestate coalition of Jewish organizations in the
nation. JPAC’s mission to advocate for issues
and legislation that impact California’s Jewish
community.
Yom HaShoah
Our communitywide gathering to remember
those who lost their lives during the
Holocaust, to honor those who are still
among us, and to hear their stories so future
generations will Never Forget.
Yom HaZikaron
An annual memorial program, more than
700 community members attended this
communitywide commemoration honoring
Israeli soldiers and victims of terrror who
lost their lives.
Loneliness Program for Seniors in Israel
Through our partnership with Sha’ar HaNegev,
this Federation program supports isolated
seniors by providing easy and accessible
socialization opportunities.

Loneliness Program for Seniors in Israel
Serving as a resource connector to seniors for vital community services

With programs and services for
community members of every age, from
babies and children, to teens and young
adults, to seasoned leaders, Federation
helps build Jewish identity, ensures the
continuation of our Jewish values and
traditions, and creates the next generation
of Jewish community leadership.
Young Families
We are proud to partner on and fund
a variety of opportunities and experiences
for young families to connect Jewishly.
Through your support:
100 families in North County
connected to our Jewish
community and each other
3,000 San Diego children
received free Jewish children’s
books every month through
PJ Library
4 organizations partnered to
send 80 community members
to our community’s first
Family Camp

Taylor and David met.
Then their friendship
turned into a marriage.

Meet Taylor and David.
A bib, a rattle, some formula, and an invitation to join a new
mom’s group. This is how Taylor began building her own Jewish
community.
After Taylor and David met, their friendship turned into a
marriage. Part of that journey was Taylor’s conversion to
Judaism. She was inspired by the strong sense of connection,
values, and community she saw in David’s family. At that point,
her Jewish community was David’s community – his friends, his
shul, his world.
It wasn’t until they had their child that Taylor started to develop
her own Jewish community that began with her Shalom Baby
gift basket. Now she is part of a group of 30 mothers who are
not only creating their own Jewish community, but also planting
the seeds for their children.
David’s focus also shifted to ensuring he and Taylor had a Jewish
community in which their daughter could grow. Today, they are
part of PJ Library, and receive a Jewish-themed book in the mail
each month. This allows them to share story time and Jewish
traditions with their daughter.
The couple also knows Federation will be there as their
daughter grows by supporting her first summer camp
experience, her first trip to Israel, and beginning her adult
life with NextGen. This is their daughter’s future because
Federation was there for her parents today.

CREATING

Camp Scholarships and One Happy
Camper Grants
Federation supports families who
want to make a Jewish summer
camp experience possible for their
children.
Community Connectors
This pilot program in North County
connected more than 100 families
with young children to the
San Diego Jewish community.

IN OUR COMMUNITY. HOW WE DO IT.

Little Mensches
Funded by Federation and operated by the
JCC, this program brings together families who
engage in volunteer projects, living the values
of tikkun olam and l’dor v’dor.
Masa Israel Journey
Masa Israel Journey is the leader in immersive
international experiences in Israel for young
adults, offering a diverse portfolio of study
abroad, internships, and service learning.
Men’s Event and OPTIONS
The largest gatherings of Jewish women and
men in San Diego all year. These events are
an opportunity for the 1,200-1,600 attendees
to connect, learn about, and support our
community.

Jewish Teen Initiative (JTI)
Our communitywide approach to find and engage more Jewish teens in San Diego, JTI built
22 community partnerships with local organizations, synagogues, and day schools; provided
professional development for more than 40 local Jewish teen educators; and offered grant
funding to allow for innovation, activities, scholarships, internships, and more.
Motiv:
A project of JTI designed to attract
teens interested in volunteer service,
students can find, post, record,
and track their volunteer service
throughout their high school career to
build their service resume.

Peer Leaders Fellowship:
A project of JTI that activates high school
students as the natural connectors and
influencers among their peers. This year,
13 high school student Peer Leader Fellows
connected with 375 of their friends on a
monthly basis.

My Israel Journey
Federation provided travel stipends
to 125 local Jewish teens traveling
on a peer trip to Israel. Synagogues
and organizations rely on Federation
so that families can afford this
formative experience.
National Young Leadership Cabinet
San Diego has a strong cohort of 10
participants in this premier national
Federation leadership program
that brings together 30-45-yearolds who are deeply committed to
building a strong, vibrant future for
the Jewish people.
PJ Library
PJ Library provides the first steps in
a child’s Jewish journey, and gives
parents the opportunity to sit and
read with their children while sharing
stories about Jewish values, heroes,
and traditions.
Shalom Baby
Federation funds this program to
help San Diego families celebrate
the arrival of their Jewish newborns
and to welcome them to our
community.
Young Professionals (NextGen)
The largest engager of young
Jewish adults in their 20s and 30s,
Federation supports a variety of
opportunities for young Jewish
adults to get involved and lead
in ways that are meaningful and
relevant to them.

In the wake of the
What does it mean to be a part of the
Jewish people? Federation connects
community members to our heritage,
to historic and modern Israel, and to
fellow Jews around the world.
The Jewish Agency for Israel
One of our primary overseas partners
whose mission is to ensure that every
Jewish person feels an unbreakable
bond and responsibility to one another
and to Israel no matter where they are
in the world.
Through your support:
11,000 young adults participated in
Masa Israel Journey programs
Nearly 30,000 new immigrants
made Aliyah
785 at-risk youth and their families
received intensive educational and
social work services to help them
complete high school and enter
the Israeli army
4,100 children received guidance
from Youth Futures mentors

tragedy, Federation’s
partner, The Jewish
Agency for Israel,
provided Nadav’s
family with financial
assistance through its
Fund for the Victims of
Terror.

Meet Nadav.
Candy in Israel usually costs a few shekels.
But when 13-year-old Nadav was stabbed by
terrorists as he left a Jerusalem candy shop
with his younger brother, it nearly cost him his
life.
The attack tore into the teen’s family in more
ways than one. Money was scarce before,
and the assault only made their financial and
emotional struggles worse.
In the wake of the tragedy, and with Federation
support, The Jewish Agency for Israel provided
Nadav’s family financial assistance through its
Fund for the Victims of Terror. When Nadav
became a bar mitzvah only weeks later, his
celebration was sponsored by local Israelis and
The Jewish Agency.
“I get emotional when I think about all of
the help and prayers from Jews in Israel and
around the world since Nadav was injured,”
said his father, Shimon.
“It makes our family stronger.”

BUILDING

Birthright Israel
Through this 10-day journey, nearly 650
participants formed new friendships with
Israelis and fellow San Diegans, while
experiencing all the must-see highlights of
Israel.
Israel Fest
This is the largest gathering in our community
each year to celebrate Israel, drawing more
than 3,200 attendees and 40+ Jewish
organizations.
Israel Action Network (IAN)
A strategic initiative of Jewish Federations
of North America, IAN was created to counter
assaults made on Israel’s legitimacy.
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC)
JDC is also devoted to Jewish renewal.
Today, Jewish life is thriving in areas of the
world that were nearly decimated. Through
summer camps, leadership training programs,
and volunteerism, generations of Jews, many
of whom are discovering their Jewish heritage,
are living Jewish lives openly and proudly.
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March of the Living
This educational program brings individuals
from around the world to Poland and Israel to
examine the roots of prejudice, intolerance,
and hatred.
ORT
World ORT is the largest Jewish education
and vocational training non-governmental
organization in the world, helping more than
300,000 students each year.
Sha’ar HaNegev Partnership
For two decades, Federation has supported
economic development and cultural
exchanges, and has provided more than
$13 million for social service programs and
services in this region of Southern Israel,
which is under constant threat from Gaza
rockets.
SouthUp Incubator
A partnership between community and
business leaders from San Diego and
Sha’ar HaNegev to help create a larger
entrepreneurial climate and ecosystem in the
region, to make Sha’ar HaNegev a recognized
startup community, and to promote economic
growth within the region.

Birthright Israel
Nearly 650 San Diego participants formed new friendships through this
10-day journey to Israel

Why Federation
The Federation system touches more Jewish lives than any other organization on the
planet. We ensure Jewish continuity, take care of Jews in need, and secure the future of
the Jewish people.
Assessing Critical Needs
No other Jewish organization in San Diego
has the reach, staff, or volunteer leadership
to assess the most important local needs
that cannot be met by any one agency.
Helping Jews in Need
Around the World
Through our membership in Jewish
Federations of North America (JFNA),
and deep partnerships with the Joint
Distribution Committee and the Jewish
Agency for Israel, Federations are the
largest funder of global Jewish needs.
Responding to Emergencies and Crises
Wildfires in San Diego. Floods in Houston.
Hurricanes in Florida. War in Israel.
Federation leads the way in emergency
response, mobilization, and raising and
distributing urgent funds.

Connecting Young Adults to Israel
We send more young adults to Israel than
all local Jewish organizations combined
through support of Birthright Israel, Masa,
and My Israel Journey, and we bring Israelis
here to strengthen people-to-people
connections.
Providing Spiritual Care
for the Unaffiliated
Our Community Chaplain ensures
no Jew is alone in time of need.
Developing Community Leaders
Federation Board and committee
members have gone on to lead almost
every Jewish organization in San Diego.
Women’s Philanthropy and National Young
Leadership Cabinet have been a training
ground for countless community leaders.

WE CARE.
WE HELP JEWS IN NEED AND WE BUILD COMMUNITY.
IT’S THAT SIMPLE.

Save the Dates
The Men’s Event:
November 29, 2018
OPTIONS:
February 24, 2019
Yom HaShoah:
April 28, 2019
Yom HaZikaron:
May 7, 2019
Israel Fest:
June 2, 2019

Joseph and Lenka Finci
Jewish Community Building
4950 Murphy Canyon Road
San Diego, CA 92123

www.jewishinsandiego.org
858-571-3444

