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Mobilizing the Jewish Community



Our Vision
A vibrant, caring, connected, and 

enduring Jewish community.

Our Mission
Inspired by Jewish values, we broaden 
and deepen engagement in Jewish life 

to strengthen Jewish identity, foster 
dynamic connections with Israel, and 

care for all Jews in need.

We mobilize our community’s resources, 
leaders, and organizations to address 
the community’s most critical needs, 

creating profound impact locally,  
in Israel, and around the world.



Dear Community,

This is the year of the new Federation. 

After several years of strategic planning and restructuring our role in the community, Federation is moving at 
full speed. We are working hard, every day, to mobilize our Jewish community – in order to realize our vision of a 
vibrant, caring, connected, and enduring Jewish community in San Diego, in Israel, and around the world.

As times are changing, Federation is changing. The New Federation is driven by you, our valued donor.   
You have the power to give to what speaks to your heart through directed giving.  Whether you’re passionate 
about caring for San Diego seniors, inspiring local teens, building an inclusive community, connecting the next 
generation, fostering connections with Israel, or saving Jewish lives overseas, Federation is here to maximize the 
impact of your Jewish giving. 

The new Federation is your catalyst for good. We are bringing together local and national partners for exponential impact. 
This year we were awarded a historic $3 million matching grant from the Jim Joseph Foundation to provide San Diego 
teens meaningful service opportunities and to inspire them with the teachings of tikkun olam, repairing the world.

None of this would be possible without you. In this report, we share stories from some of the people whose lives you 
are changing with your gift. 

You are what makes this community, locally and globally, the most inclusive and caring community on the planet. 
We at Federation are continuously humbled by your generosity, commitment, and enthusiasm to help others,  
build community, and heal the world.

On behalf of the thousands who benefit from your generosity, thank you for all that you do.

Michael Sonduck
President and CEO

Brian Tauber 
Board Chair



Inspiring  
Local Jewish 

Teens

connections



Engaging teens  
in our community 
through service  
learning opportunities  
and travel to Israel

Local teens serve their community

Federation’s new teen engagement program, 
Motiv, is inspiring the next generation through 
volunteerism. Tikkun olam, repairing the world, 
is the core value of JSERVE 2016, where teens 
assist people with special needs and food security 
issues, seniors, at-risk youth, and others.

Students from over 31 high schools and 
middle schools participated in nine different 
opportunities around the county. In total, 380+ 
teens found meaningful ways to do good in their 
community through JSERVE. For one project, 
teens were picked up by On the Go buses and 
taken to the military food distribution or to the 
Jewish Family Service kitchen to prepare food for 
seniors served through the Foodmobile. Another 
group visited Rady Children’s Hospital and 
assembled gift baskets for cancer patients.

As the program ended, teens were asked to 
consider the day of service as the first step 
toward tikkun olam and were given information 
on how to continue taking action.

• Federation received a  
$3 million, five-year 
matching grant from the 
Jim Joseph Foundation

• 380+ teens volunteered 
through Federation-
supported JSERVE efforts

impact

Learn more: jewishinsandiego.org/teens



Saving  
Jewish Lives 

Overseas

caring



Providing  
life-sustaining 
humanitarian aid 
around the world

impact

An inspiring story of survival  
in Ukraine
Ella Belenky, a 41-year-old Deaf Ukrainian, was 
overjoyed when she gave birth to twins in May  
of 2014, but horrified at the prospect of providing 
for them as pro-Russian forces stormed her  
city, Donetsk. 

With vital services cut off to much of the 
country, Ella was faced with a tough decision: 
stay in Donetsk or flee in hopes of finding safety 
elsewhere. She feared the risks involved in 
leaving were too great for her and her children,  
so she decided to stay behind. 

Thanks to donors like you and our longstanding 
partners at the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC), she is not facing these challenges 
alone. You provide clothes and blankets in the 
harsh Ukrainian winters, food for the hungry, and 
financial support for Jewish families who cannot 
pay their bills and whose houses need extensive 
repairs, helping families begin the healing and 
rebuilding process during the ongoing conflict. 

• we help Jews in  
need in 70+ countries 
around the world

• we provided $400,000+ 
for medicine and food  
when crisis struck 
Ukraine

Learn more: jewishinsandiego.org/overseas



israel

Fostering  
Connections 

with Israel



Supporting our 
brothers and sisters 
in Israel; ensuring 
they lead safe and 
vibrant lives

Enriching lives at the senior center
Chani Dotan is a vibrant, active 70-year-old 
grandmother of 11. Shoshana Harari is an 
89-year-old frail Holocaust survivor who grew 
up in Germany. They are women from different 
communities, upbringings, and life experiences 
who found themselves together at the Federation-
supported Yachdav Senior Center in Sha’ar 
HaNegev, Israel, Federation’s sister community.  

Yachdav is Chani’s country club. Frequently, she 
starts the day in the aquatic center, then meets 
friends for coffee at the center’s café, and ends 
the day with arts and crafts classes or lectures on 
history, culture, or politics. “Yachdav is everything 
to me. It is one of the reasons I get up every 
morning. It’s something to look forward to.” Chani 
continued, “I couldn’t live without Yachdav.”  

Chani connected with Shoshana at Yachdav, 
and together they enjoy a variety of classes. The 
connection to each other and to this unique center 
is a lifeline for both of them. Like Chani, Shoshana 
looks forward to spending time in Yachdav to learn 
new skills, make new friends, and enrich her life. 

• we provided  
$11 million+ in funding  
to Sha’ar HaNegev

• we have an 18-year+   
relationship with  
Sha’ar HaNegev

impact

Learn more: jewishinsandiego.org/israel



Building an  
Inclusive 

Community

connections



Connecting new 
residents, interfaith 
families, and 
unaffiliated Jews  
to Jewish life in  
San Diego A roadmap to establishing tradition

San Diegan Lori Shearer was raised Roman 
Catholic, and her husband Jewish. Before they 
got married they decided they would raise their 
children in Judaism. 

The Shearer family was introduced to Federation-
funded PJ Library, which provides San Diego 
families with free Jewish children’s books every 
month. Lori, a new mother raising a Jewish child, 
now had a roadmap to establish Jewish family 
traditions at home, and a way for her son and she 
to learn together about Jewish life. Story by story, 
page by page, these books have been their guide to 
celebrating Shabbat and Jewish holidays. 

“There aren’t words to express the joy of the journey 
we experienced from receiving a book in the mail 
that led to us creating our own meaningful Jewish 
family tradition,” Lori said. She even held her own 
Tu B’Shevat Seder, invited another family over, and 
read A Tree Is Nice to the kids. 

“The best way I can repay my debt of gratitude is 
to raise a little mensch who loves Jewish learning 
and performing acts of kindness. He is a happy 
and kind Jewish boy.” 

• a gift of $1,800 connects 
200 more families with 
young children to our 
Jewish community

• in 2016, we sent 28,000+  
PJ Library books to  
families in San Diego

impact

Learn more: jewishinsandiego.org/shalom



Caring for  
San Diego 

Seniors

caring



Ensuring that 
our community’s 
seniors can live  
with dignity, safety, 
and independence

• On the Go provides 
2,300+ rides by 350+ 
volunteer drivers  
each month

• individuals age 60+ are 
the fastest growing  
segment of San Diego 
County’s population

A helping hand for Henrietta
Henrietta never missed synagogue. It was often 
the highlight of her week. A chance to see friends, 
connect with her spirituality, and be a part of 
her Jewish community. It was members of her 
synagogue who sat shiva after the loss of her 
husband four years ago, and with her children spread 
across the country, the synagogue is her family. 

Last year, when her driver’s license expired,  
Henrietta was devastated. With her eyesight 
diminishing, she wasn’t able to operate her  
vehicle like she once could. Henrietta’s first 
concern was how she would get to synagogue.

Her doctor told her about Federation’s collaboration 
with Jewish Family Service’s On the Go program, a 
senior transportation shuttle that would drive her to 
synagogue every week. The service also helps her 
get to doctor’s appointments, the kosher market, 
and community activities – so she can age with 
dignity, efficacy, and independence. 

“I see my friends each week, get to Jazzercise at the 
JCC, and am part of our community,” Henrietta said.

impact

Learn more: jewishinsandiego.org/aging



Connecting  
the Next 

Generation

connections



Helping Jewish 
young adults 
make meaningful 
connections with 
their community 
and peers

• 18+ community  
organizations are part  
of the NextGen network 

• in 2016, we sent 600+ 
young adults to Israel

NextGen mission inspires love
Golan and Emily embarked on the NextGen 
leadership mission to Berlin and Israel as 
strangers to each other yet commonly seeking  
a Jewish connection. 

They didn’t know that this 10-day trip would 
change the course of their lives and impact their 
hearts and minds in unforgettable ways. They 
were inspired to become involved in San Diego’s 
Jewish community and empowered to embrace 
their heritage in their everyday lives. The trip also 
sparked a lasting friendship that soon blossomed 
into romance. Not long after, they started their 
family, welcoming their son, who is now being 
raised in a Jewish household.

Today, they are active in their synagogue, host 
Shabbat dinners, and attend NextGen events. 
According to Golan and Emily, they are “living 
completely different and utterly more Jewish lives.” 

They are also connecting to other young families 
through Shalom Baby and recently returned to the 
Jewish homeland where the sparks began. They 
embraced this community they’d found together – 
and it all started with NextGen.

impact

Learn more: nextgensandiego.org



TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2016 

$7,361,284

Your dollars  
spent  

efficiently
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Your dollars  
spent  

efficiently

REVENUE %

Campaign $6,655,038 90%

Program $364,246 5%

Endowment $342,000 5%

Total Revenue $7,361,284 100%

EXPENSES %

Connections $3,537,306 44%

Israel $1,421,282 17%

Caring $1,828,767 23%

Total Grants & Programs $6,787,354 84%

Cost of Raising Funds $841,887 10%

Management & Admin $486,122 6%

Total Fundraising/admin $1,328,009 16%

Total Funds Spent $8,115,363

Surplus/(Deficit) ($754,079)
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We gratefully acknowledge the generosity and support of the  
Jewish Community Foundation for grants of $3,224,372 

recommended by donor advised fund holders and family  
foundations that maintain and enhance the work of Federation.
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community partners
organizations
A Culture of Peace
Adopt a Family
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
American Jewish Joint Distribution Council
American Technion Society
Anti-Defamation League
Birthright Israel Foundation
BBYO
Chabad San Diego Headquarters
Consulate General of Israel
Foundation for Jewish Camp
Friends of the Israeli Defense Forces
Friendship Circle
The Gift of Life
G’Mach San Diego Jewish Gift Closet
Hadassah 
Hazon
Hillel of San Diego
Home of Peace
Hope Village San Diego, Chesed Home 
House of Israel
Israel Outdoors
J Street
JDC Entwine
Jewish Agency for Israel
Jewish Community Foundation
Jewish Family Service of San Diego
Jewish Federations of North America
Jewish National Fund
Jewish Public Affairs Committee
Jewish War Veterans of the USA
JTeen
KEN Jewish Community
Lawrence Family Jewish Community Center
L’Chaim Magazine
Leichtag Foundation
MASA
Moishe House
Motiv
National Conference of Synagogue Youth 
New Life Club
NEXT:  A Division of Birthright Israel Foundation 
Ohr Ami/Lightbridge Hospice
ORT America

Orthodox Union
San Diego Center for Jewish Culture
San Diego Jewish Journal
San Diego Jewish World
San Diego Rabbinical Association
Scholars for Peace in the Middle East
Seacrest Village Retirement Communities
Shabbat San Diego
Shalom Baby & PJ LIbrary
South African Jewish American Community
StandWithUs 
Taglit - Birthright Israel
Tarbuton Israeli Cultural Experiences
Tzofim Shevet Galim
U.S. Israel School at the  

Rady School of Management
World ORT
Zionist Organization of America

synagogues
Beth Eliyahu Torah Center
Beth Jacob Congregation
Chabad Alef Center
Chabad La Costa
Chabad of Carmel Valley
Chabad of Coronado
Chabad of Downtown
Chabad of East County
Chabad of La Jolla
Chabad of Oceanside
Chabad of Pacific Beach
Chabad of Poway
Chabad of Rancho Santa Fe
Chabad of Scripps Ranch
Chabad of SDSU
Chabad of UCSD
Chabad of University City 
Chabad without Borders:   

Chula Vista & Tijuana
Congregation Adat Yeshurun
Congregation Beth Am
Congregation Beth El
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation B’nai Shalom
Congregation B’nai Tikvah

Congregation Dor Hadash
Congregation Etz Chaim of Ramona
Congregation Kehillas Torah
The Elijah Minyan
Jewish Collaborative of San Diego 
Kahal Am 
Kehillat Sha’ar HaShamayim
Magen Abraham 
Ner Tamid Synagogue 
Ohr Shalom Synagogue
Orot HaCarmel
Temple Adat Shalom
Temple Beth Shalom
Temple Emanu El
Temple Etz Rimon
Temple Solel
Tifereth Israel Synagogue
Young Israel of San Diego

camps
Camp Alonim
Camp Gan Israel
Camp Gesher
Camp Inc.
Camp JCA Shalom
Camp Moshava
Camp Mountain Chai
Camp Newman 
Camp Ramah
Habonim Dror Camp Gilboa
JCC Maccabi Sports Camp
URJ 6 Points
URJ Mitzvah Corps
Wilshire Blvd Temple Camps

schools
Chabad Hebrew Academy
Kavod Elementary
San Diego Jewish Academy
Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School
Southern California Yeshiva High School
Torah High School of San Diego



connections
Congregation Dor Hadash
Congregation Etz Chaim of Ramona
Congregation Kehillas Torah
The Elijah Minyan
Jewish Collaborative of San Diego 
Kahal Am 
Kehillat Sha’ar HaShamayim
Magen Abraham 
Ner Tamid Synagogue 
Ohr Shalom Synagogue
Orot HaCarmel
Temple Adat Shalom
Temple Beth Shalom
Temple Emanu El
Temple Etz Rimon
Temple Solel
Tifereth Israel Synagogue
Young Israel of San Diego

camps
Camp Alonim
Camp Gan Israel
Camp Gesher
Camp Inc.
Camp JCA Shalom
Camp Moshava
Camp Mountain Chai
Camp Newman 
Camp Ramah
Habonim Dror Camp Gilboa
JCC Maccabi Sports Camp
URJ 6 Points
URJ Mitzvah Corps
Wilshire Blvd Temple Camps

schools
Chabad Hebrew Academy
Kavod Elementary
San Diego Jewish Academy
Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School
Southern California Yeshiva High School
Torah High School of San Diego jewishinsandiego.org

for more information visit

Check out our website for  
the latest local and global 
news, community directory, 
and San Diego’s largest 
Jewish community calendar.  

facebook.com/
jewishinsandiego

twitter.com/ 
jewishsandiego

youtube.com/ 
jewishinsandiego

caring israel



4950 Murphy Canyon Road, San Diego, CA 92122 | 858 571-3444


