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The Sidney & Pauline Friedman Jewish Community 
Center is really n $13 million project. Significant 
underwriting is coming from major Pennsylvania 
grants ($2.25 million),major foundation grants, 
the gift of the Third Avenue campus property, and 
the sale of existing and adjacent properties. The 
community’s “investment” of $6 million through the 
campaign is the lynchpin in a massive undertaking.
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“ We are both fortunate to have had strong JCCs in our communities as children. It’s 
important to ‘pay it forward’ just as our parents and grandparents did. It is clear that 
a vibrant JCC is integral to weaving a strong fabric in our Jewish community and our 
Wyoming Valley community as a whole. The Friedman JCC gives our Jewish community 
a place to gather, learn, play, eat, enjoy, and to share our religion and culture with each 
other and with our brothers and sisters of all faiths as well. We hope you will join us in 
supporting the Freidman JCC. Your support allows us to continue doing wonderful things 
for our whole Wyoming Valley community.”

— Mitch and Taly Kornfeld, Capital Campaign Co-Chairs Final Phase

Creating the Friedman Jewish Community Center

1892
Congregation Ohav Zedek Anshe Ungran (Lover
of Righteousness, Men of Hungary) is formed by
Austrian-Hungarian immigrants. The Congregation 
builds the Ungarishe Synagogue on Canal Street, 
which is now Pennsylvania Avenue, in 1902 and 
moves to their present site in 1932.

1918 
The Young Men’s Hebrew Association 
(YMHA) opens and becomes the hub  
of Jewish social and cultural activity.

1922
Temple Israel is initiated as a 
Conservative congregation and 
dedicates their building in 1925.

1932
Julia Lieberman creates  
Home Camp at the YMHA  
(summer day camp  
for children ages 9-15).

The Friedman Jewish Community Center will 

become the new, central address for the Jewish 

community. It will be a catalyst for the revitalization 

of the region. The Center will reflect our history, 

embody our current dreams, and enable us 

to create a secure and exciting path for future

generations.

The community successfully merged several 

agencies under the auspices of the Jewish 

Community Alliance (JCA). By consolidating 

organizations we have created a model that

will engage Jews of all ages, while remaining 

welcoming to all members of the community.

Our major Jewish organizations will be centrally 

headquartered on Third Avenue in Kingston to

create a place for a variety of community efforts. 

We will share resources in an efficient, sustainable 

model of partnership and progress, creating new

possibilities for the future. 

The Campus will be mixed-use. Our thirteen-

acre complex will house what was the Jewish 

Community Center, the offices of the Jewish 

Federation, and Jewish Family Service. The site

will also become a central location to encourage 

interaction among our synagogues and other 

Jewish institutions. Also expected to call the  

Center home will be medical, senior housing, and 

other services in adjacent facilities. These uses 

will all complement the philosophy of a modern 

campus setting. The architecture will respectfully 

pay tribute to our rich history while also integrating 

design elements that allow for future growth, as 

well as support the community financially on an 

ongoing basis.

The “crown jewel” of the Jewish community is 
our camp, also included as a major beneficiary of
the campaign. Already planned are infrastructure
investments as well as more vibrant programming 
designed to make the camp appealing to children 
of all backgrounds and ages.

Join Us!
At the Center, members of our community will interact with one another and affirm 
our beautiful traditions and culture. In addition, the entire region will take pride 
in a new model of cooperation, consolidation, and creative partnerships. Imagine 
the possibilities for the future of our community. Invest in the Friedman Jewish 
Community Center today!

“ The Center will be a more efficient 
and productive use of our changing 
resources . . . for years ahead.”

— Laurie Schwager
Community and Campaign Leader

1992
The JCC rehabilitation fund increases  
access to the JCC and provides Jewish 
Family Service with a separate building. 
JCC undergoes a $2.3 million rehabilitation, 
adding a parking lot, new entry, and 
improvements to the fitness center.

1993
The Rifkin Resource Center is dedicated  
to provide Judaic educational materials 
to the community.

2013
The Jewish Community Alliance  
is created through a merger  
of various Jewish agencies,  
including Jewish Family Service,  
Jewish Federation, and the  
Jewish Community Center.

1985
Temple B’nai B’rith opens Temple B’nai 
B’rith housing for the elderly, which 
provides federally subsidized apartments 
for low-income senior citizens.

“ Returning to Wilkes-Barre with 
my wife is a decision that we made 
together, based on the promise of a 
vibrant community and one that the 
new campus will certainly propel.”

— Dr. Jason Nataupsky

“ As we look ahead, we’re seeing an 
exciting period of transition and 
rebirth of the local Jewish community, 
and the Center project creates 
momentum and a more positive 
outlook.”

— Michael Weiss
Past Federation Chair

“ As prior generations provided for us, 
the Friedman Jewish Community 
Center provides future generations a 
solid foundation from which to grow 
and prosper. This state-of-the-art 
Center will also position our Jewish 
community as an important resource 
for the entire region.”

— Paul Lantz
Past President, Jewish Community Alliance of NEPA



1946
The Y acquires the Shoemaker property  
on South River Street as the site of  
the new YMHA and changes its name  
to the Jewish Community Center of the 
Wyoming Valley in 1947. Home Camp 
moves to Twin Lakes site in Dallas, PA.

1953
K’Ton Ton camp is created  
for kindergarten children  
at JCC.

1955
Four Orthodox congregations merge  
to form United Orthodox Synagogue.  
JCC opens on South River Street after  
five years of construction.

1933
The S. J. Strauss Lodge is formed  
to help the jobless, promote 
Americanism, and fight anti-Semitism. 
The lodge later builds the B’nai B’rith 
apartments for low-income residents. 

1960
United Hebrew Institute (UHI) is formed and moves the 
Israel Ben Zion Academy to Kingston to accommodate 
the growing Jewish population there. A mikvah is built 
adjacent to UHI. Congregation B’nai B’rith relocates to 
their current home in Kingston, combining modern 
architecture with the original altar, pews, and candelabra.

1962 
JCC day camp moves to
Holiday House estate.

1972
The Jewish community forms the Flood 
Emergency Committee, providing 
individual financial and psychological 
help and restoration of local Jewish 
institutions after tropical storm Agnes. 

1976
Preschool groups are added  
to the JCC day camp.

Built with state-of-the-art equipment and 21st 

century technology, the Center will feature 

numerous common areas and flexible spaces to 

accommodate a broad range of activities that 

will allow us to adapt to future needs. Housed 

in the Center will be activities along with new, 

expanded programming that responds to people 

of all ages and affiliations. These new programs 

will incorporate services to benefit the entire 

region and build on the success of our celebrated 

summer camp model, designed to foster 

interaction and involvement across all spectrums 

of our population. 

Anticipated features include:

•  Meeting and seminar rooms with Internet capacity

•  Venues for lectures, performances, and exhibits

•  Two basketball courts with ample
spectator seating

•  The region’s only regulation squash courts

•  Convenient parking with easy pickup and
drop-off areas and accessible to people with all
physical capabilities

• Centralized administrative facilities

•  Attractive social areas for events of all types
and sizes

•  Energy-efficient, sustainable, and
environmentally-friendly facilities

•  Respectful and dignified historical displays about
local Jewish life and issues

•  A resource center to serve the greater community

This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to build 

a new future. Wilkes-Barre can and will serve as a 

model of how vibrant communities overcome the 

twin challenges of shrinking demographics and 

aging facilities.

Illumination Early Learning Center
Illumination Early Learning Center is Wyoming 

Valley’s newest and most innovative early 

learning center.  It was developed by William 

Grant, founder of Hildebrandt Learning Centers, 

which grew to 40 Centers, operating at Princeton 

University, King’s College and throughout the 

Northeast. Illumination, a non-denominational

learning center, welcomes children from all 

backgrounds, from infants to preschool. Its 

program includes outdoor nature-based 

play/learning areas, unique to the area and 

encompasses approximately 6,500 square feet. 

The Center’s program philosophy is founded 

on a learning model which promotes all areas 

of a child’s development, including emotional, 

social, linguistic, physical, and cognitive. This 

model requires that all aspects of the program 

be focused on experiences based on the child’s 

developmental age and interests, their individual 

needs and learning styles, and on meaningful 

experiences that reflect the child’s cultural 

background.

In addition to providing a top-notch learning 

experience for the children and families of the 

Wyoming Valley, the resources generated by 

Illumination will help sustain the Friedman JCC.

“ The building of the new Center on Third Avenue will be the 
most important opportunity in this century to ensure a strong 
community. We will be able to look to the future and choose what 
is in the best interest for the Wyoming Valley. It will give us the 
ability to offer the best of programming and activities in a great 
facility. I’m honored to be a part of this effort.”

— Larry Taren, Campaign Leader 

“ We’ve lived in this community our entire lives, and our history 
at the JCC goes all the way back to the YMHA on Washington 
Street. We’re excited to invest in a modern campus, a brand-new
facility that will position our community to thrive for many years
to come. It’s time for all of us to get involved, give back, and
ensure our future.”

— Sally & Larry Cohen, Donors 

“ This project will 
revitalize so many 
aspects of Greater 
Wilkes-Barre.”

— Robert Friedman, Donor

“ When we first moved to the Wyoming Valley, the Jewish 
Community Center became my family’s second home. The activities and
the people made 60 South River Street such a magical and welcoming place.
Our family is wholeheartedly supporting the new Friedman JCC so that
the community’s new hub can, moving forward, enrich the lives of other 
families.”

— Paula Chaiken, Campaign Leader
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DONOR RECOGNITION

$1,000,000 and above FOUNDERS

$500,000 – $999,999 CORNERSTONES

$100,000 – $499,999 PILLARS

$50,000 – $99,999 GUARDIANS

$25,000 – $49,999 SUSTAINERS

$10,000 – $24,999 ADVOCATES

$5,000 – $9,999 SPONSORS

$2,500 – $4,999 SUPPORTERS

Under $2,500 FRIENDS

Donors will receive recognition in special honor categories 
that pay tribute to their dedication and financial support.

Embracing Our Past. Building Our Future.

THE SIDNEY AND PAULINE FRIEDMAN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

The Center for Everyone!
613 S.J. STRAUSS LANE (Formerly 400 Third Avenue), KINGSTON, PA 18704-5813 • 570-824- 4646  •  nepajca.org



NAMING AND DEDICATION OPPORTUNITIES

THE SIDNEY AND PAULINE FRIEDMAN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Aquatic Facilities $3,000,000

Parking Lot 2,000,000 RESERVED

Campus $1,000,000 RESERVED

Gymnasium $1,000,000 RESERVED

JCC Building Name $1,000,000 RESERVED

Social Hall $750,000 RESERVED

Illumination  
Early Learning Center

$500,000

Lounge $250,000 RESERVED

Welcome Center -  
Reception Suite

$180,000

Kosher Kitchen $180,000

Community Kitchen $150,000

Administrative Office Suite  
(Temple Israel / CA)

$100,000

Basketball Courts (2) $100,000

Entrance Plaza - Porte-Cochere $100,000 RESERVED

Front Doors - Main Entrance $100,000 RESERVED

Illumination Outdoor Learning 
Area

$100,000 RESERVED

Locker Rooms - Women's/Men's $100,000 RESERVED

Resource Center / Library/ 
Multipurpose

$100,000 RESERVED

Reception Multipurpose  
(Adj.social Hall)

$75,000

Outdoor Area - Courtyard $75,000 RESERVED

Squash Courts (2) $75,000

Weaving Room / Multipurpose 
Room

$75,000 RESERVED

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Infant Room

$50,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Room Preschool

$50,000 RESERVED

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Room Preschool

$50,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Toddler Room

$50,000

Cardio Area $50,000 RESERVED

Digital Sign $50,000

Social Hall - Subroom #3 $50,000

Squash Entrance/ Vestibule $50,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Toddler Room

$36,000

Administrative Office -  
Temple Israel Rabbi

$36,000 RESERVED

Donor Recognition Display $36,000

Fitness Studio / Weight Room $36,000

Foyer - Main Entrance $36,000 RESERVED

Porte-Cochere Art Display $36,000

Sauna $36,000

Steam $36,000

Community Garden $25,000

Administrative Office -  
Conference Room

$25,000

Administrative Office -  
JCA Executive

$25,000

Administrative Office -  
JCA Finance

$25,000 RESERVED

Administrative Office - 
Temple Israel Executive

$25,000 RESERVED

Bridge / Game Room $25,000 RESERVED

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Director Office

$25,000 RESERVED

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Office

$25,000

Social Hall - Subroom #1 $25,000 RESERVED

Social Hall - Subroom #2 $25,000 RESERVED

Social Hall - Subroom #2 $25,000

Watergarden / Reflection /
Remembrance 

$25,000 RESERVED

Front Office 25,000

Chai Lights * $18,000 RESERVED 

Illumination Early Learning Center  
Discovery Area

$18,000

Mezuzah - Front Entrance 18,000

Shabbat Bathrooms $18,000

Gym Entrance /  Vestibule $10,000 RESERVED

Bleacher $10,000 RESERVED

Bleacher $10,000 RESERVED

Coatroom $10,000 RESERVED 

Flagpole $10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center  
Covered Bridge

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Ampitheatre

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Boat Deck

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Entrance 

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Fountain

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Gardens

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Infant Toddler Play Area

$10,000

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Kitchen

$10,000 RESERVED

Illumination Early Learning Center 
Music Play Area

$10,000

Kiosk / Vending Area $10,000 RESERVED

Members In Perpituity  - (2) $10,000

Presidents' Wall $10,000

Sarah's Table Food Pantry $10,000 RESERVED 

Social Hall - Main Doors $10,000

Veterans Wall $10,000  

as of May 8, 2019



The Center for Everyone!
613 S.J. STRAUSS LANE (Formerly 400 Third Avenue), KINGSTON, PA 18704-5813 • 570-824- 4646  •  nepajca.org

I/We ___________________________________ are honored to commit $_________________

to The Sidney and Pauline Friedman Jewish Community Center Capital Campaign.  

This pledge will be fulfilled:  

over _____ years, with the first payment being made on ____________

Please bill me: (check one)

 Annually  Quarterly Monthly
  (gifts of $1800 or more will be listed on a permanent display at the Friedman JCC)

Special instructions:

This gift is being made:

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________

In Memory of ____________________________________________________________

Other __________________________________________________________________

This gift is from:

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State ________ Zipcode ___________

Home Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone _________________________

      Please list my/our gift as “Anonymous.”

My/Our pledge is intended to be irrevocable and legally binding on me/us and my/our estate.

I/we understand that this signed pledge form confirms my/our intention to fulfill this 

commitment to The Jewish Community Alliance of Northeastern Pennsylvania (JCA), and 

that the JCA will take on financial obligations based upon the understanding that the pledged 

amounts will ultimately be paid.

The JCA expects to utilize the donor’s gift as intended but reserves the right to utilize the gift 

for any of its lawful purposes.

__________________________________________ ______________

Signature Date

__________________________________________ ______________

Signature Date

THE SIDNEY AND PAULINE FRIEDMAN JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PLEDGE FORM
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