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MEET TALI 
My name is Tali Uhlmann and I was born on November 8, 2000 in Rehovot (a city quite close Tel 
Aviv) and have been living there ever since. My father Oren is a veterinary surgeon and my 
mother Ronit is a biologist. I have two brothers, Shahar who is 19 years old and serves the  
army as an operational driving instructor, and Eyal who is 11 years old. I also have a cat named 
Crunch. I study at Amos De Shalit High School and my majors are theatre and biology.  
 
The Israeli Scouts (Tzofim) are a very big part of my life, and I have been in the Tzofim since I was 
9 years old (the youngest age in which you can join). My Tzofim troop name is Snir and it  
currently has 1100 kids and teenagers. This year, I am a counselor for a group of 6th grade girls. 
Last year I was counselor for a group of 4th grade girls. During my 9 years in the Tzofim I've done 
many things and participated in many activities. For example, last year I was the director of con-
struction of one of the structures in our summer camp. The theme was Circus Summer Camp, 
and we built a massive circus tent and won the 2nd place in a very big competition.  
 
In addition to the Scouts, I'm also part of Bimat HaNoar (The Youth Stage) - an acting, singing, and dancing studio for teenagers. I 
have been in Bimat HaNoar for 5 years now and it is one of my favorite places to be, in addition to my Scouts troop. Acting is my 
favorite thing to do and I like singing as well. I also love spending time with my family and friends, listening to music, and watching 
movies, plays, and musicals. Another thing that I really love doing is traveling- I love the nature and animals very much. My  
favorite place to be in (in addition to my troop and Bimat HaNoar) is the beach.   
 
Even though I really love my country, I look forward to spend my summer traveling and preforming in the United States with my 
friends. I can't wait to see new places and of course to meet all of you!  

MEET ASAF 
My name is Asaf Ackerman and I’m 16. I live in a small town tear Tel Aviv in the center of Israel, called Shoham. I live with my lovely 
family which includes my two sisters and my mom. My parents got divorced and my father lives in Rishon Letzion, it’s a city also in 
the center of Israel. My father’s name is Ronen and he is an amazing man who loves the country very much. He’s a lawyer and  
before that he was a tennis trainer. My oldest sister is Noa. She just got released from the army. She served in a K9 unit as a  
combat soldier. Recently, her dog Dino was also released from the army to our home and I love him very much—as well as my cat 
Pepsi. My second sister is named Tamar and she is serving in the army right now as a soldier counselor. Tamar was also in the 
Friendship Caravan in 2013, as well as my mother in 1986. My mother is named Yifat, and she is the most amazing mom in the 
world. She is an artist, painter, and sculptor. I love spending time with my family by going traveling and having new adventures. 
 
I’ve been in the Scouts for 8 years and joining the Scouts was the most significant move I made in my life. It changed me a log; I got 

to know a lot of friends and I became more friendly and caring. I’m now a counselor of 12 
and 13-year-old children. The name of my troop is Amit, which in Hebrew means friend. 
 
I study at Shoham High School and my majors are history and biology. I have a few good 
friends that I like to hang out with. I spend a lot of time with them, even if it’s just to do 
homework or just watch a movie or play something. 
 
I love singing, playing sports, and playing musical instruments. I played tennis for 9 years and 
I’m doing a Kosher Kravi program, which is similar to the basic training combat soldiers to in 
the army. I used to do mixed martial arts as well, and have a brown belt. I also like running, 
playing basketball, soccer, volleyball, and Frisbee. I’ve also been playing guitar for 6 years and 
I used to play saxophone for 4.5 years. I love traveling and hiking in Israel and meeting new 
people along the way. 
 
I want to meet you all so much and share this journey with you! 



MEET CARMEL 
My name is Carmel Schreiber and I'm 17. My brother, Roy, is 29 years old and he’s now doing his 
PhD in chemistry. Hadar, my sister, is 26 and she works on developing self-driving cars for General 
Motors. My mom is Yael, she works as a tour guide all over the world. My dad, Gideon, is a  
biochemistry professor in the Weizmann Institute of Science. Together we moved to Sydney,  
Australia, for 4 months when I was 14 years old, it was an amazing experience!  
 
I have been in the Scouts since the 4th grade and this is a big part of my life. Last year I was  
counselor for 6th grade girls and this year I am a counselor for 7th grade boys. Two years ago I 
was part of an amazing project called Chetz V’Keshet- this project is a Scouts and army project, 
and during this project Americans and Israelis from the Israeli Scouts explore Israel! 
 
I’ve been dancing since I was 3 years old and this is my biggest love, I dance 18 hours a week in my school- Katzir. I dance ballet, 
contemporary, jazz, Israeli dance, and also take a choreography class. Alongside dance, I major in social science, which includes 
psychology and sociology. I also like to travel all over Israel, but especially in the desert. I love being in the desert, this is the place 
where I can feel completely free in because it's so calm and neutral. In addition, every four years we have an amazing tradition: on 
Leil HaSeder we go to the desert with lots of food and we do the traditional Leil HaSeder in the desert. This year I joined military 
sports group called Assa. In this group I learned so much about working together as a team, and doing the things they ask you in 
the best and most efficient way. I learned about friendship and about helping each other, while we are doing sports.  
 
I am truly looking forward for this amazing experience and for the summer, I can't wait to meet you! 

MEET GAL 
Hello, my name is Gal Greenwald and I am 16 years-old. I live in Tel Aviv, which is known for its beautiful beaches and as a financial 
and social hub. My mother, Liat, is a procurement manager in Clalit Health Service. My father, Danny, is an owner of an automo-
tive spare cars company. I have an older sister called Adi, who is in the army and a younger brother, Yonatan, in 3rd grade. My ma-
jors in school are chemistry, computer science, and medicine.  
 
I was born and raised in Tel Aviv in a neighborhood called Tzahala. There, every 9 year-old kid goes to the local Scouts troop, which 
is called Tzahala Troop. I am responsible for a team of counselors who teach the kids different values of the Israeli Scouts. 

These include mostly building a bonfire, special knots, and more useful crafts. 
 
Even though I live in Tel Aviv, I love to travel around the country. I like the views of many 
places, such as the Ramon Crater, the Sea of Galilee, and Mount Hermon in the winter. I 
like to travel to those places with my family and also as an activity with my Scouts troop. I 
have several hobbies. Since I was a little kid, I have liked to play basketball. When I was 
young I used to play on the youth team of the Maccabi Tel Aviv Basketball Club. My family 
and I are fans of this team and we like to watch their games. Nowadays, I am not on a 
basketball team anymore, but I like to play with my friends in the neighborhood. I also like 
to play tennis, soccer, and volleyball. In addition, I have been playing the guitar for 8 years 
and I enjoy it a lot. I also like to listen to Israeli rock music and to play those songs with my 
friends.  
 
I am looking forward to meeting you all, and I am very excited to be part of this amazing 
experience!    

 



MEET MAI 
My name is May Bandel and I'll be 17 in September. I have two sisters. Noy is 19 years old and she is 
in the IDF. My younger sister Shir is 10 years old and she is very special to me because both of us 
were born on the same date. My mom's name is Michal and she is an English teacher who runs a 
school for private lessons. My dad is a director of pre and post sales. My family likes to travel a lot in 
Israel. We enjoy going out on weekends for hiking, from the north to the south. 
 
I study in Ben-Zvi High School. My majors at school are dancing and chemistry. I'm very happy that I 
have chosen to study these subjects because those are things that I'm really interested in so I have 
the chance to do things I love in school. 
 
In the Scouts I am on my second year of guiding. Last year I had a wonderful group of 14 boys in 4thgrade and we had an amazing 
year that really helped me become a good guide. This year I guide teenagers in 7th grade and I enjoy every moment of it. I like 
them because I feel that I can talk to them like grown-ups and not like little kids. In addition, they feel open with me which is im-
portant to me because that way they can share their thoughts and feelings with me.  
 

My hobbies are dancing: all kinds of dance from classical to modern ballet, ballroom dancing, and hora. This has been my hobby 
since I was 6 years old. In the past three years I have been dancing for more than 25 hours a week so it’s a big part of my life. I also 
enjoy reading good books and listening to music. Another thing I like to do is play card games which we play a lot on our Scouts 
trips/camps. I love my country and I enjoy travelling while getting to know interesting and exciting places. It is important to me 
and my friends, therefore, whenever we have free time, especially weekends, we go on trips in the nature. My favorite places in-
clude water, like Mediterranean Sea, the Kinneret, and a place which is called Zavitan Stream in the north. This place has a track 
that involves rappelling and amazing views. 
 
I'm extremely excited to see you and visit the USA for the first time! 

MEET AVIV 
My name is Aviv Rosenthal and I'm 16 years old. I live in Ramat Gan, a city near Tel Aviv in the center of Israel. My father Alon 
works in his cyber security startup and my mother Ariella works for a company that manufactures drones for the army. My sister 
Adva is 13 years old. She likes to sing, dance, and act. My brother Elad is the youngest in the family, he's 10 years old. He likes to 
play the drums and to play basketball. Sometimes we play together, he on the drums and I the guitar. My family likes to hike and 

go on camping trips. Every month we choose a different location in Israel to hike. I love 
my country and I think that the best way of getting to know it is by hiking. 
 
I've been in the Israeli Scouts since 4th grade. Last year I guided a group of 5th grade boys 
and this year I am guiding a group of 8th graders. I enjoy being a counselor in the Scouts 
because it is a youth movement that gives me a chance to educate and influence the 
younger generation by introducing them to values such as mutual respect, friend-
ship, and honesty. 
 
I’m a high school student in the 11th grade at Blich High  School. My majors are physics, 
robotics, and computer programming. I love music. I play the electric guitar, drums, and 
bass guitar. My favorite band is Red Hot Chili Peppers. I enjoy sports too, such as basket-
ball, rock climbing, and surfing. 
 
This year is the most intense and significant year I have ever had, thanks to the Caravan, 
which I know I will enjoy and treasure it for life.  
I’m really excited to meet you all. 



MEET NOAM 
My name is Noam Itach and I’m 16 years old. I was born in Qiryat Motzkin and today I live 
in Qiryat Ata, a small town near Haifa which is in the north of Israel. My mother’s name is 
Nourit and she is a court typist, and my father’s name is Ofer, he works as a plumber. My 
brother Maor is 20 and he is serving in the Israel Defence Forces. I also have a little brother 
named Ilay, he’s 8. 
 
I’ve been in the Scouts – Tzofim since the 8th grade in Gil’ad troop. Last year I was the guide 
for the 6th grade boys group. I’m very happy I was able to experience my first year of  
guiding with this group. This year I’m in charge of a counselor team that guides boys in the 
5th grade. I love this role because I have a chance to make a strong bond with both the 
counselors and the kids. Furthermore the Scouts has given me a lot – I’ve met many new 
friends, some of them are my best friends. I also met new people from all over Israel. 
 
I have lots of hobbies: I like to draw and play the guitar, and I have a ukulele that my best friends bought me for my 16th birthday. I 
enjoy playing and making music, and creating art is something I wish I could do in the future. In stool I study Computers and  
Biology. Biology is my favorite subject. 
 
My favorite place in Israel is the Negev (a desert in the south of Israel). It’s a beautiful place and nothing like the other places I’ve 
been to. I love the Negev because the silence and peacefulness adds so much to the amazing experience of traveling in Israel.  
 
I’m so excited for this summer and can’t wait to see you! 

MEET YALI 
Hello, my name is Yali Stern and I am almost 17. I live in Herzliya which is a city near Tel Aviv, located by the sea. I was born in 
Tel Aviv on July 8, 2000, so I'll celebrate my 17th birthday in the US. My mother's name is Dafna and she is a lawyer. My father's 
name is Shai and he works as a TV producer. I have a younger sister, Rona, and a younger brother, Zohar.  
 
Currently I'm studying in Nahshon leadership class, which is intended for students who major in physics and other scientific  
subjects. This class is a preparation for the IDF's elite program, named Talpiot. My teacher's name is Danit, and she's an inspiring 
woman. I also major music and I enjoy it a lot.  
 

I am an 8th grade girl's counselor in the Israeli Scouts (Tzofim). My troop's name 
is Reshafim, which means flames in Hebrew. I am guiding 24 girls and it is a tremen-
dous challenge! This is my 8th year in the Scouts, and last year was special to me - I had the 
privilege of taking part in the Israeli Scouts Delegation to Finland. It was a great experience 
for me, along with 60 other representatives of the Israeli Scouts. 
 
I have several hobbies: I am a member of a rock band called The Maisons, in which I play the 
electric guitar. We usually play covers for rock songs we love, to which we add our own in-
terpretation. I am also a big fan of Greek mythology books.   
 
A few years ago, my beloved aunt moved with her family from Israel to Boston. She always 
tells us about the American culture and I can't wait to experience it myself for the first time. 
This summer will be my opportunity to learn as much as I can about the Jewish communities 
in the United States and hopefully strengthen the relationship between Israel and America.  
 
I can't wait to meet you!  

  



MEET NOA 
My name is Noa Cohen and I'm 16 years old. I live in Tel Mond which is a small town 30 minutes 
east of Tel Aviv. My father's name is Oz and he works at MOD in logistics. My mother's name is 
Liat and she is the head nurse of the surgical division at Tel HaShomer hospital. My parents both 
grew up in northern Israel and most of my family still lives there, that's why it's my favorite area 
in Israel. I have two older siblings- a 22-year-old brother named Roy and a 21-year-old sister 
named Yael. They are both serving in the IDF- Roy is a Navy sea captain and Yael serves in the 
intelligence corps. They are both my role models.   
 
I have been in the Scouts since 4th grade. Last year I was a counselor for 4th graders and this year 
I am a counselor for 8th graders. I love being a counselor because the activities give me the op-
portunity to feel influential as a teenager in Israel. 
 
I have always loved music. I love to sing and play the piano, see shows and listen to music. My love for music started when I was 
a little girl, beginning with a tradition that my family does every holiday and Fridays: My uncle Eyal plays the piano, my cousin 
Merav plays the flute, my grandmother brings songbooks, and we all sing together the songs of Shlomo Arzti and Arik Einstein. 
We do it in the Moshav Shadmot Dvora, which is in the lower Galilee, where my mother's family lives. I also love dancing ballet 
jazz and modern dance, and because of this I decided at the end of 9th grade to study dance as one of my majors. Besides school 
I also dance in a dance group called Matnas in Tel Mond. In addition to dancing, I chose Arabic as my second major in high 
school. 
 
I'm really excited to meet you and all, and to visit the USA for the first time in my life. I'm really looking forward to telling you a 
bit more about my life in Israel, to share with you experiences and to hear from you about your life.  I can't wait to see you! 

MEET NOAM 
My name is Noam Kaplan and I am 17. I live in Haifa, which is the biggest city in the north of Israel. I was in Nashua, New Hamp-
shire. I lived in Nashua for two years due to my father's job relocation, and since then I live in Haifa. My father Uri and my mother 
Stella are both engineers. My older brother Nadav is 19 and studies physics at the university. My younger brother Omer is 12 and 
he is in the 6th grade. My brothers and I all have similar interests, and we all have been in the same Scouts troop together. Every 
Friday night my family gathers at our grandparents' house with our cousins, and we all have Shabbat dinner together. 
 
I joined the Tzofim- the Israeli Scouts- troop Carmel in the 4th grade.  Last year I was a 6th grade boys' counselor, and this year I am 
the counselor for boys and girls in the 8th grade. The Tzofim troop is my place to influence others. My co-counselor and I are work-

ing to change the point of view of our group while having fun together. Most of my friends 
are in the Scouts and this is our time to hang out after school. 
 
One of my favorite activities is hiking in different areas of Israel with my friends. When we 
go out into nature, navigating our way in open territory, we get to know our country better 
and we have a great time. My favorite hiking area is the Negev, which is in the south of Isra-
el. Hiking in the desert is very different from my daily city life, and the views from the moun-
tain tops are breathtaking. I love the absolute silence, and living off the grid for a few days. I 
enjoy playing sports, especially soccer and basketball, and listening to music or play the gui-
tar are both thing I tend to do a lot. 
 
My father was part of the 1986 Tzofim Friendship Caravan, so I have heard a lot about this 
experience. I hope you are looking forward to our meeting in the summer as much as I am. 
 
I can’t wait to meet you all! 



MEET DANA 
 
Hello, my name is Dana Luzia, I’m 23 years old and I am one of the leaders 
of this summer’s Tzofim Friendship Caravan. I was born and raised in Tel 
Aviv, with my parents and two older brothers. My mother, Debby, and my 
father, Eyal, both own an art gallery called Stern. In addition, my father is 
also an art restorer, restoring damaged artwork, and my mother is an in-
dependent culture researcher. My brother Nadav is 30, and he is a musi-
cian, playing the drums, and is also studying to be a Pilates instructor. My 
brother Ori is 28, he has a BA in psychology and works as a public speak-
ing consultant for TED and other companies. 
 
Throughout my childhood, I participated in various Scouts activities. I was 
a counselor for two years and later I became head of a counselors’ team. I 
loved being a part of this youth organization from the age of 9. I learned a lot about friendship, responsibil-
ity, and caring for the environment—values that are still in my heart today. In 2010 I was a delegate on the 
Tzofim Friendship Caravan, traveling the Midwest route and enjoying this once in a lifetime experience. 
This year I am very excited to be on the delegation as a leader. 
 
After graduating high school and majoring in dance, I did my army service in a unique female unit of pro-
fessional combat Hummer operators. I participated in large scale maneuvers that included both air and 
land forces. After a year, I decided to go to officer’s school and return to my unit as a commander. For a 
year and a half I was in charge of 30 operators, attending to all their needs while creating a strong, moti-
vated group of female soldiers who contributed to Israel’s defense. Being a combat Hummer operator and 
then a commander in the Israeli army strengthened my character and taught me to function under ex-
treme and stressful conditions. The leadership tools and values I acquired continue to serve me in my life 
today. 
 
In 2015, after completing 3 years of army service, I chose to work as a staff member of a URJ camp in Mas-
sachusetts, counseling 10 year old girls. It was a great summer and after camp ended I went on an unfor-
gettable trip to South and Central America. I returned home 10 months later, with a sack full of new skills 
and incredible experiences.  
 
In my free time, I enjoy being with my family, hanging out with friends, and traveling around Israel. I love 
art, reading, sports, and music—especially live concerts.  
 
I feel privileged to be a leader in this year’s Friendship Caravan, and I’m looking forward to meeting you!  



MEET TAMIR 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture and bio coming soon! 


