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Rob Friedman and Anne 
Glauber credit their parents, 
Sidney and Pauline “Pauly” 
Friedman, with teaching them the 
importance of philanthropy and 
demonstrating the need to give 
back to the Wyoming Valley and 
the Jewish community.

Now Anne and Rob have 
honored their parents’ lifetime 
example and legacy by making 
a transformational naming gift to 
the Campaign for the Center for 
Jewish Life. The Center has been 

named The Sidney and Pauline Friedman Center for Jewish 
Life.

“My parents always stressed the importance of 
volunteerism and 
the need to get 
involved,” said Rob, 
a lifelong resident of 
the Wyoming Valley, 
who lives in Dallas 
Township. “Both of 
my parents had a 
huge influence on 
me. It is a great honor 
to have this building 
named for them.”

Anne, a public 
relations executive, author, and philanthropist who lives in 
Manhattan, said that the naming gift is a way to “express our 
gratitude to our parents for being such loving parents and to 
show our appreciation for all the lessons they taught us about 
living a life that gives back to others.”

Anne and Rob have made a huge investment in the 
Wyoming Valley Jewish community, one that will pay dividends 
for years to come. The Sidney and Pauline Friedman Center for 
Jewish Life, which will be located on 3rd Avenue in Kingston, 
will provide much-needed space for educational, social, 
cultural, recreational and religious activities. It will replace the 
aging Jewish Community Center and Jewish Family Service 
buildings in Wilkes-Barre. 

The new building has been named for two individuals who 
devoted their lives, resources and time to the betterment of 

the entire community. Pauly, who died six years ago, took an 
active and leading role in a number of organizations, including 
Misericordia University, King’s College, Family Service 
Association, Interfaith Council of Wyoming Valley, Penn State, 
Home Care Management of Luzerne County and Luzerne 
County Children and Youth. Sidney, who ran a family-owned 
electrical supply business, offered philanthropic support 
to all these organizations and more. The couple funded the 
Friedman Observatory on Penn State’s Wilkes-Barre campus 
as well as the “Pauly House” for single mothers at Misericordia.

Growing up, Rob spent a great deal of time playing 
basketball at the JCC. During his teenage years, he was part of 
a rock band that would often play at dances at the JCC. As an 
adult he has taken a leadership role in the Jewish community, 
serving as treasurer of Temple Israel and sitting on the board 
of the JCA and chair of the JCC Camp Committee. 

Rob believes that a state-of-the-art Center is a crucial 
component of a vibrant, 21st century Jewish community. While 
he has many fine memories of the current JCC, he knows the 
building is at the end of its lifespan and too costly to run. Now 
the father of two girls, Diane, 13, and Haley, 11, he is looking 
for his children to live in a vibrant Jewish community and have 
access to all the opportunities the new Center will offer.

A modern community center, he said, will attract families 
to the area and create new ways for people to deepen their 
connections and expand their horizons.

“This project is so important to the community,” said 
Friedman. “It will guarantee its future for many years to come.”

Glauber is a managing partner and the founder of the 
CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) /Social Issues practice 
at Finn Partners. A visionary philanthropist, she is the founder 
of NO MORE (www.nomore.org), the first national effort to 
unify domestic violence and sexual assault organizations 
across the nation under one overarching symbol.  Anne is the 
founder and chair of Business Council for Peace (BPeace), 
an organization that builds businesses for women in regions 
of conflict, such as Afghanistan, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
and Rwanda. She is an author and has written Lessons for a 
Happy Life: Advice from My Mother.

Anne has called the Center “a wonderful concept that will 
offer our community so much value. Regarding my parents, 
the lessons of their lives are their legacy. This contribution 
makes their legacy tangible.”
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Pauly and Sidney Friedman

Sidney Friedman (center) celebrates with 
his daughter, Anne, and son, Rob
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Almost 67 years to the day after the Wyoming Valley 
Jewish community officially broke ground on the JCC on 
River Street, a spirited crowd congregated beneath blue skies 
to participate in a groundbreaking of its own for The Sidney 
and Pauline Friedman Center for Jewish Life in Kingston.

Speaking from the podium in the shadow of the former 
Price Chopper building and future home of the Center, Chuck 
Cohen, the building committee co-chair who is one of the 
many proud supporters of the project, invoked the memory of 
those who gathered more than a half century ago for a similar 
purpose: to guarantee the Jewish community’s future in the 
Wyoming Valley. 

“They hadn’t raised 
all the money, they hadn’t 
even completed the design, 
but they were committed to 
building a new home for 
the Jewish community and 
committed to continuing a 
journey that started with 
the founding of the first 
synagogue in the Wyoming 
Valley in 1843,” Cohen told 
the crowd.

“Our new Center will 
serve as a model for Jewish 
communities throughout 
the United States who need 
to reinvent themselves for a 
different generation of Jews 
with different priorities, 
needs and goals,” he 

added. “It will be a wonderful gathering place, a home away 
from home.”

“Today we are called on to build that future, to continue 
a journey begun before the Civil War, to continue the never-
finished work begun by those who came before us,” he said. 
“May future generations look back on our actions today with 

the same respect and appreciation that we have for the men 
and women who put spades in the ground just a few miles 
from here, 67 years ago.”

The event represented a major milestone in the effort to 
build a new Jewish communal hub in the Wyoming Valley.

Even before the first speaker took the podium, the mood 
was celebratory as participants snacked in the sukkah and 
enjoyed tunes by “Freilox & Bagels,” the Wyoming Valley’s 
own klezmer ensemble; a few even took time out to wave the 
lulav and etrog. 

The program included the announcement of the naming 
of the Center. Rob Friedman and his sister, Anne Glauber, 
were very proud to have the building named after their father, 
Sidney, and late mother, Pauline. 

“This is the first time my dad is seeing his name, along with 
my mom’s name, on the side of this building,” an emotional 
Friedman told the crowd, with his father and two daughters by 
his side. “This will be a beautiful new building for the Jewish 
community and the community-at-large.”

Paula Chaiken, who co-chaired the event planning 
committee and also serves as campaign co-chair, made 
another surprise announcement: the site’s official address 
had been changed to 613 Third Avenue.

“613 is the number of commandments in our Torah,” 
Chaiken pointed out as many applauded.

It was also announced that the community has, thus far, 
raised $6.8 million for the project. 

Rabbi Larry Kaplan of Temple Israel – which is planning to 
relocate its offices and religious school to the campus – noted 
in his invocation that a great deal of planning and mobilization 
was required to reach this point.

“The reality is that people had a dream and the dream was 
for this community to be together,” said Kaplan, noting that 
the program was held on Hoshana Rabbah, the seventh day 
of Sukkot. “All we can think about is what a glorious building 
this will be in the future, hopefully in a short amount of time. 
And after that, we can look forward to how much our kids, 
our grandchildren and, God willing, our great-grandchildren 
are going to keep their Jewish spirit and heritage alive, for 
decades and centuries, God willing, right here on this spot.”

In his own dedication remarks, Rabbi David Kaplan of 

Paul Lantz, Rob Friedman and 
Chuck Cohen take part in the 
Ceremony.
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The Center for Jewish Life 
Has gone viral

There’s been no greater champion and advocate for the Center for 
Jewish Life project than Building Committee Co-Chair Chuck Cohen. 
Have you seen Chuck’s video on YouTube? He makes a reasoned and 
passionate case for the necessity of our campaign. 

To check it out, please type the short link below into your web 
browser: http://bit.ly/CaseC4JL

Congregation Ohav Zedek, noted that 
the Torah begins with the letter bet, 
and the Hebrew word for home, bayit, 
begins with the same letter.

“We stand here today with a vision 
of a future home of our community,” 
said Kaplan. “The Friedman Center is 
both a literal and metaphorical home 
for our people, for the hopes, dreams, 
and aspirations that we all have. Today, 
we have a dream for a renewal, to 
invigorate and excite people about our 
community.”

David Schwager, who along with 
Chuck Cohen co-chairs the building 
committee, personally recognized 
a number of elected officials in 
attendance, including State Sen. Lisa 
Baker (R-Dallas), State Rep. Aaron 
Kaufer (R-Luzerne), Kingston Mayor 
James J. Haggerty and members of 
Kingston Council. All of these officials, 
he noted, played a role in the project 
being awarded more than $1.2 million 
in state funding. “Without Kingston, we 
wouldn’t be standing here today,” he 
noted.

Mitch Kornfeld, president of the 
Jewish Community Alliance, began the 
proceedings by simultaneously looking 
to the past and looking ahead. “We’re 
here today on the backs of many people 
whose vision, courage, time and effort 
carried us inch by inch to this stage of 
our journey.” 

“This project has come a long way,” 
Kornfeld continued. “We need your 
support more than ever. Let this day 
be a sign that there is a brighter future, 
that we can work together and that each 
one of us can make a difference. Past 
generations did it for us; it is now our 
turn to pay it forward.”
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We acknowledge with gratitude commitments to our campaign from 
donors whose vision and support will make possible a new chapter in our 
Jewish community.
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“Kingston is delighted that the JCA has decided to 
locate its new facility in our community. We have been 

honored to help in the development of the project, 
and we know that, when it is finally completed, it will 

be a jewel in our community for generations to come.”

Kingston Borough Mayor 
James J. Haggerty

The Campaign for the Friedman Center for Jewish Life is in its concluding phase. 
To volunteer, give or to learn about our latest news, connect with us.


