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Does the Center for Jewish Life Really Matter?

 We know that imagining the future is never easy; neither is gauging or quantifying the impact of a place 
that doesn’t yet exist. That said, a careful analysis of known data, coupled with our plans, demonstrates that the 
creation of the Center for Jewish Life can and will have a positive impact on Jewish residents of the Wyoming 
Valley.  Other communities across our country, such as Cherry Hill, New Jersey and Charlotte, North Carolina, 
have invested in similar campuses and experienced renewed growth.  Now it’s our turn.
	 The	Center	for	Jewish	Life	will	replace	our	antiquated	structures	with	a	modern	and	energy-efficient	
facility that will be a home for cultural, athletic, educational, and religious activities. Currently, our center has 
minimal	parking,	few	multipurpose	spaces,	an	off-putting	reception	area,	and	no	place	to	just	relax	with	friends.		
The new Center for Jewish Life will be quite the opposite, bringing renewed energy, focus, and 
purpose to local Jewish life and our Jewish institutions.  A warm and inviting, contemporary space that’s user-
friendly	and	universally	accessible	will	allow	Jewish	individuals	in	our	community	to	join	together	to	become	
part of something bigger. It will serve as a central meeting space for the entire community, young and old, 
Orthodox,	Conservative,	Reform,	and	unaffiliated,	and	will	have	plenty	of	parking	for	everyone.	It	will	embody	
the phrase Klal Yisrael - the whole Jewish community.  
 Day to day, how will the Center matter to you? You and your family can take advantage of the Center 
in	so	many	ways.		Check	out	the	new	basketball	courts,	pool,	and	fitness	area	with	natural	light.		Dive	into	the	
renewed cultural and educational programs in the brand new facility.  Is your primary Jewish involvement with 
your	synagogue?		The	Center	for	Jewish	Life	is	being	designed	to	allow	our	organizations	to	choose	to	join	us	
now or at a later date. In short, the Center for Jewish Life will become our second home: a space for people to 
congregate and experience the totality of Jewish life in the Wyoming Valley, from birth throughout their entire 
life span.
 The Jewish community of the Wyoming Valley has thrived and contributed so much locally over the last 
170 years. To continue doing so, our community needs a “refresh.” The Center for Jewish Life represents the 
best	course	of	action	for	preserving	our	heritage	as	well	as	reshaping	and	refining	it	for	a	new	era.	It	will	be	a	
vibrant,	efficient	structure	that	benefits	our	entire	community	and	makes	the	best	use	of	our	collective	
resources. 
	 Our	community	is	rallying	behind	this	effort,	and	we	are	already	well	on	our	way	to	achieving	our	
fundraising goal.  In future issues of the Update, we will provide information about the progress of our 
campaign to build the Center for Jewish Life. It is the most important item on our communal agenda. 
 So to answer the question, yes: the new Center for Jewish Life will impact every Jew in the Wyoming 
Valley.  It will revitalize our community and create a place for our families for generations to come.

“Sometimes, change may not be what we want, but 
it’s what we need in order to grow!”  

-Unknown

Architect David Sheydwasser describes the Western Wall-inspired
 design of the new Center for Jewish Life as a space where people will feel they are 

entering something larger than themselves. Part of
 belonging to a community and the unbroken generations of the Jewish people is about 

individuals choosing to be part of something larger.



Why the Center for Jewish Life Matters...
 “When my husband Joe Kraus and I moved to Wilkes-Barre from Chicago nearly fourteen years ago, 
the Jewish community embraced us. The JCC quickly became our second home. My baby, Richie, and I 
enjoyed	the	Mommy	and	Me	class	and	swim	lessons;	as	he	got	older,	he	attended	Kinderlach	and	JCC	
Camp. His brothers Max and Teddy, who were born in Northeast Pennsylvania, followed in his footsteps, 
participating	in	all	that	the	JCC	had	to	offer:	t-ball	lessons,	the	basketball	league,	even	bowling	
competitions.  I lost baby weight at the JCC Fitness Center, and Joe and I would hire a sitter to get out and 
enjoy	lectures	and	performances	in	the	Weiss	Auditorium.	On	Purim,	we	dressed	up	as	a	family,	donning	
sweatshirts	with	ping	pong	balls	glued	to	the	hoods	as	different	monsters	from	Sesame	Street.
 These days, I’m busy weaving tallisim for the boys’ bar mitzvahs, and Richie is active in BBYO. As we 
have aged, though, so has the Center. The once cheery and tidy Indoor Playground has been overused, to 
the point of no longer being enticing for the younger kids. The pool is broken so often that swim lessons 
are	rarely	offered.	The	bowling	lanes	are	no	longer	serviceable.		The	equipment	at	the	Fitness	Center	is	tired	
and out of date. The preschool is now located in a windowless room in the basement. 
 However, our new Center for Jewish Life presents an incredible opportunity to change this. Thanks 
to the generosity and foresight of the Cohen, Friedman, and Lantz families, creating a modern Center that 
can accommodate all of our communal needs will cost about the same as refurbishing the current 
building.	Richie,	Max	and	Teddy	are	excited	about	a	light-filled	and	comfortable	place	to	hang	out,	a	
working pool, and expanded basketball courts. Joe and I will 
be	happy	to	find	a	convenient	parking	space	on	our	way	to	
community celebrations, concerts, and lectures.  Additionally, 
my young friends who are starting families and the newcom-
ers to our community (yes, I’ve met plenty of them through 
my	work	on	the	Growth	Committee)	will	be	able	to	enjoy	the	
Center	and	the	warm	welcome	of	the	Jewish	community,	just	
as our family did years ago.”

Paula Chaiken, pictured with husband Joe Kraus and sons 
Teddy, Richie, and Max

 “We’ve lived in this community our entire lives, and our 
history at the JCC goes all the way back to the YMHA on 
Washington Street. We’re excited to invest in a modern campus, 
a brand-new facility that will position our community to thrive for 
many years to come. It’s time for all of us to get involved, give back, 
and ensure our future.”
 

Larry and Sally Cohen

Many Thanks to Murray!
The leadership of the Jewish Community Alliance and the campaign for the 
Center for Jewish Life recognizes the work of architect Murray J. Miller on 

the initial design for our new Center. Mr. Miller’s early work on this 
important project demonstrated the feasibility of transforming the former 

Price Chopper building into our new Center for Jewish Life.



Why the Center for Jewish Life Matters...
 “Returning to Wilkes-Barre with my wife is a decision that we 
made together, based on the promise of a vibrant community and 
one that the new campus will certainly propel.  The Center for Jewish 
Life will not only be an integral part of our future, but our children’s 
future as well. This is something that our area has missed since we 
were young.”

Dr. Jason Nataupsky, pictured with wife Kelsey

 “As the outgoing JCA president, I now look forward to focusing my 
efforts	on	the	Center	for	Jewish	Life.		Every	day	I	run	into	more	people	who	
are enthusiastic about this undertaking. 
 This much-needed leap forward for our community will provide a 
modern, accessible facility for our current Jewish population and a rock 
solid foundation for future generations.”

Paul Lantz, Outgoing JCA President, pictured with wife Kathy and dog 
Beau

 “As I prepare to assume the presidency of the Jewish Community Alliance, I’m 
excited about the progress we have made during the past two years.   The Center for 
Jewish Life (C4JL) is already having an impact. We don’t have a shovel in the ground 
and already we are making headlines in national publications and attracting new 
professionals from outside the area who believe in the vision and want to make a 
difference.	
 Also, with the growing anti-Semitic rhetoric in today’s world dialog, we as a 
community must show unity and the C4JL is our opportunity.  If we don’t stand 
together for ourselves as a Jewish community, who will?  
 Let’s keep the momentum moving forward!!”

Mitch Kornfeld, Incoming JCA President

 “My feelings about the new Center for Jewish Life are personal. I feel that I owe it to the community to 
help build a new center because of what the YMHA on Washington Street gave me. 
	 I	grew	up	in	the	Heights	during	the	Depression.		There	were	no	televisions	or	computers.		Everybody	
came to the YMHA.  These Jews showed me what was possible in life. The YMHA gave me insight and hope for 
a better future. I received a tremendous education. I discovered how I could be a better person. Through clubs, 
I learned debating and public speaking skills, and participated in humor 
sketches. I met successful Jews who served as role models to emulate.
 The YMHA outlived its usefulness and was replaced with the JCC. 
Now our present JCC is obsolete; we need a new beginning on Third 
Avenue. We need modern facilities and better programs. We need to be 
able to reach out to a changing Jewish community. We owe it to our-
selves, our children, and our grandchildren to build a new Jewish Center 
to prepare and nourish Jewish menshlichkeit.  For me, this is about giving 
back; I want to be a part of a Center for all of those who will follow.”

Larry Taren, Capital Campaign Committee Co-Chair



“I’m proud to see so many members of Temple Israel 
in leadership positions in the Center for Jewish Life 

project. Temple Israel has always been a strong 
supporter of our Jewish community, and I encourage 
all of us to be a part of ensuring the future of vibrant 

Jewish life in the Wyoming Valley.”

Rabbi Larry Kaplan

The Capital Campaign Committee and 
the Jewish Community Alliance of Northeastern PA 

would like to wish you a

 Happy Chanukah!!!
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