
Arza Canada – Temple Sholom Chapter
Beth Tikvah Congregation & Centre Association
Burquest Jewish Community Association
Camp Hatikvah
Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University
Canadian Forum of Russian Speaking Jewry
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University
Canadian Hadassah – WIZO Vancouver Centre
Canadian Magen David for Israel (CMDAI) – 

Vancouver Chapter
Congregation Beth Hamidrash
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation Schara Tzedeck
Congregation Temple Sholom
Emunah Women of Canada
Habonim Dror Camp Miriam
Hillel BC
Hebrew Free Loan Association of Vancouver
Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver
Jewish Community Foundation
Jewish Family Service Agency
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver
Jewish Genealogical Institute of BC
Jewish Independent 
Jewish Museum and Archives BC
Jewish National Fund, Pacific Region

Jewish Seniors Alliance of Greater Vancouver
Kehila Society of Richmond
King David High School
L’Chaim Adult Day Centre
Louis Brier Home & Hospital
Louis Brier Jewish Aged Foundation
Maccabi Canada
Most Bridge Russian Seniors Society 
Na’amat Vancouver
National Council of Jewish Women
North Shore Jewish Community Centre/

Congregation Har El
Or Shalom Synagogue
ORT Canada
Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture
Richmond Jewish Day School
State of Israel Bonds
The Vancouver Jewish Film Centre and Festival
Tikvah Housing Society
Vancouver Hebrew Academy
Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre
Vancouver Talmud Torah School
Vancouver Yaffa Housing Society
Weinberg Residence
White Rock/S. Surrey JCC
Young Israel of Richmond

Celebrate Israel’s 66 th Independence Day

YOM HA’ATZMAUT

the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts | 6265 Crescent Road, UBC

COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS

HAGIT YASO 
AND FRIENDS

Celebrate Israel’s Independence Day 
with Hagit Yaso, winner of Kochav Nolad 

(Israeli Idol)! She has performed all over 
the world, singing in Hebrew, English, 

Amharic, and Moroccan. Together with her 
band, they will win your hearts and make 

your spirits soar.

Tickets $18
PLUS $2.25 FACILITY FEE 

JEWISH FEDERATION  
IN-PERSON AT SUITE 200 
950 W. 41ST AVE. VANCOUVER

TICKETMASTER* 
1.855.985.ARTS (2787)  
TICKETMASTER.CA 
*plus applicable service charges

MONDAY 
MAY 5, 2014 

7:30 P.M.

JEWISHVANCOUVER.COM 
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PRESENTED BY:

A memorial service for  
fallen Israeli soldiers and 
civilians killed in wars  
and terrorist attacks. 
Sunday, May 4, 2014 at 7:30 p.m.at the JCC



The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Vancouver 
is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Ezra 
Shanken as its new Chief 
Executive Officer. Ezra is 
expected to begin his tenure 
later this spring, subject to 
final clearance by Citizenship 
and Immigration which can 
take up to 12 weeks.

“We are pleased to 
welcome Ezra Shanken as 
the new CEO,” said Diane 
Switzer, Board Chair. “Ezra, 
a third-generation Jewish 
professional, impressed the 
search committee with his 
passion for working with 
community leaders and 
organizations to strengthen 
our community. Through his 

work in Denver and New York 
with next generation leaders 
and philanthropists, Ezra has 
wide experience in engaging 
young adults and fundraising. 
We look forward to working 
with Ezra to further grow and 
engage our community.”

Shanken brings tremen-
dous experience in Next 
Gen engagement with 
proven success in creating, 
developing and managing 
groundbreaking initiatives and 
organizations. He has served 
as director of Emerging Lead-
ers & Philanthropists (ELP) at 
UJA-Federation of New York 
for the past three years. ELP 
is the Federation system’s 
largest young leadership 
department. Previously, he 
was the senior manager at 
the Allied Jewish Federation 

of Colorado. Shanken was 
also a founder of E-3 Events, 
a Denver-wide Jewish orga-
nization that bridges popular 
culture and Jewish values.

Shanken received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Political Economics from 
the University of Hartford 
and did graduate work in 
nonprofit management at 
Regis University.

Bill Levine, Search 
Committee Chair, said, 
“The Search Committee 
was very pleased with 
the range and depth of 
the candidate pool. The 
committee is satisfied that 
Ezra Shanken is not only the 
best candidate available, but 

brings to Vancouver extreme 
dedication to his work, high 
energy and proven ability. 
The committee thanks 
the JFNA’s Mandel Center 
for Leadership Excellence 
for its professional and 
expert assistance with the 
recruitment process and 
transitional support.” 

Chair Switzer added,  
“On behalf of the Board and 
staff of Jewish Federation, as 
well as the wider community, 
I would like to express our 
deepest gratitude to Richard 
Fruchter, senior consultant 
in the office of the CEO, for 
his exemplary leadership 
and the stability he brought 
to Federation during this 

transition year. We also greatly 
appreciate that Richard will be 
continuing in his current role 
until Ezra starts to ensure a 
smooth leadership transition.”

“It is a privilege to head 
back west to continue my 
Federation journey in a com-
munity that has shown such 
an exceptional commitment 
to the emergence of the next 
generation of leaders,” said 
Mr. Shanken. “I am thrilled to 
have the opportunity to help 
shape a caring and inspired 
future for the Vancouver 
Jewish community and our 
greater Continental system. 
I look forward to getting to 
Vancouver and meeting the 
community.”

Yom Ha’atzmaut, the 
national day of Israel, 
commemorates the Israeli 
Declaration of Independence 
in 1948. Celebrated on 
the 5th of Iyar according to 
the Hebrew calendar, the 
celebration is immediately 
preceded by Yom Hazikaron, 
the Israeli Fallen Soldiers 
and Victims of Terrorism 
Remembrance Day.

The community in Greater 
Vancouver will mark this 
year’s 65th anniversary of 
Independence, as it has 
in the past, with a joyous 
celebration in song and 
dance on May 5th 2014, 
at the Chan Centre for the 

Performing Arts, located on 
the campus of the University 
of British Columbia. The 
event is presented as part of 
Jewish Federation’s ongoing 
commitment to build 
Canadian-Israeli ties, and 
promote the global Jewish 
community by supporting 
Israeli performers. 

This year’s featured 
performer from Israel is 
Hagit Yasso and Friends , 
led by the 2011 winner of 
“A Star is Born” (Kokhav 
Nolad), Israel’s top television 
talent show, that is the 
equivalent of “American” or 
“Canadian Idol”. Her music 
encompasses many different 

styles and traditions from 
around the world and she 
performs songs in Hebrew, 
Amharic, English and 
Moroccan Arabic.

Hagit’s parents made 
Aliyah from Ethiopia over 
twenty years ago and 
settled in Sderot where 
Hagit was born. Her 
musical passion and talent 
were recognized as a 
teenager, and she received 
a scholarship from Jewish 
Federations of Canada’s 
Israel Emergency Fund to 
take after-school music 
and voice lessons at the 
Sderot community center. 
The Jewish Federation of 

Greater Vancouver has been 
actively involved in Sderot, 
located on the border with 
Gaza, for a number of 
years, providing assistance 
to trauma victims and the 
Ethiopian community. 

In 2008, Hagit was 
chosen by Jewish 
Federations of Canada to 
represent Sderot at a gala 
event to mark Israel’s 60th 
birthday. She performed 
for Israel’s Prime Minister 
who was visibly moved and 
impressed by her talent. 
After her subsequent Kokhav 
Nolad appearance and 
victory, she expressed great 
pride in representing the 

Ethiopian-Israeli community 
and the city of Sderot. 

Hagit is particularly 
grateful to the Canadian 
community for recognizing 
and nurturing her talent, 
and enabling her to pursue 
her dreams. It is fitting that 
she will share her significant 
talent with the community 
for Yom Ha’atzmaut, so 
that we can celebrate both 
Israel’s birthday and this 
living example of how our 
support of the Federation 
Annual Campaign makes  
a difference to the lives  
of others.

While Hagit’s performance 
reflects our commitment to 

building and maintaining 
ties with Israel, this year’s 
Yom Ha’atzmaut organizing 
committee is asking 
members of the community 
to illustrate their personal 
connections. Send one or 
two favourite photos of you, 
your family, friends or groups 
IN Israel, so that they can be 
shared and celebrated at the 
May 5th event.

Please email any 
photos you would like 
share to dsilberstein@
jewishvancouver.com by 
Monday, April 21, 2014.

Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus 
keeps you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to find a helping hand and where to extend one.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 
Appoints New Chief Executive Officer

Celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut and our ties to Israel
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Tzedakah is alive and 
well in Metro Vancouver, 
as demonstrated by our 
community’s generous 
support of the 2013 
Federation Annual 
Campaign. Collectively, our 
community raised
$7.701 million, an increase
of $56,000 over last
year’s total. An additional 
$200,000 in designated gifts 
was also generated, which 
will be directed to specific 
projects. General Campaign 
Chair Harvey Dales says 
the result is particularly 
gratifying, given the number 
of other capital campaigns 
underway in the community. 

“The Federation 
Annual Campaign is our 
community’s primary 
fundraising initiative, which 
allows for the development 
and delivery of programs 
and services needed to 
build and maintain a healthy 
and vibrant community,” 
Dales explains. From seniors 
programs to Jewish day 
schools and from basic 
services like food vouchers 
for the most vulnerable 
to breaking the cycle of 
poverty in Northern Israel, 
our community’s gifts to 
the Federation Annual 
Campaign will make a 
difference to many lives 
over the next year.

The campaign’s success 
means that Jewish Federa-
tion will have roughly the 
same amount of funding 
available to support needs 
in our community, and to 
distribute to local partner 
agencies through the alloca-
tions process. This year, 
the Allocations Planning 
Committee is entering the 
first year of a two-year plan-
ning cycle, so it will conduct 

a comprehensive review of 
partner agency funding ap-
plications, including an as-
sessment of their program 
evaluation, and emerging 
community needs to de-
termine how the campaign 
contributions will be shared. 
Agencies will be notified of 
their specific allocations by 
the end of June.

Jewish Federation 
maintains its commitment 

to low administrative and 
fundraising costs—ensuring 
that most of the community’s 
gifts to campaign are 
directed to providing 
programs and services. 

Canada Revenue 
Agency guidelines indicate 
the cost of fundraising 
should be below 35%, 
but Jewish Federation 
has consistently operated 
well below this. The 2013 

Annual Campaign net cost 
of fundraising is anticipated 
to be consistent with the 
12.4% reported for 2012. 
“As campaign chair, I’d 
like to acknowledge and 
recognize the critical role 

of committee volunteers 
and canvassers whose 
generous donations of 
time and talent enable 
Federation to run such an 
efficient and cost-effective 
campaign,” says Dales.

The social welfare, social 
service and educational 
needs of our community, 
locally, nationally and 
internationally are met, 
in large part, through 

the funds raised by 
Federation Annual 
Campaign. Its continued 
success in 2013 means 
that partner agencies and 
programs can maintain 
their commitment to 

Tikkun Olam, and Jewish 
Federation is able to 
fulfill its mission of 
building a strong, vibrant 
and enduring Jewish 
community on the Lower 
Mainland, in Israel and 
throughout the world.

For more information 
on Jewish Federation and 
its partner agencies, visit 
jewishvancouver.com.

Annual Campaign demonstrates 
commitment to Tikkun Olam

YOUR GIFT GOES HERE

I’d like to acknowledge and 
recognize the critical role of 
committee volunteers and 
canvassers whose generous 
donations of time and talent 
enable Federation to run such 
an efficient and cost-effective 
campaign” 

HARVEY DALES, GENERAL CAMPAIGN CHAIR


