
Purchase tickets online at  
jewishvancouver.com
or call 604.638.7281 

An Evening with Elie Wiesel
Join us for an extraordinary community event of hope  

and inspiration with Holocaust survivor, author and  

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Professor Elie Wiesel.

Monday, September 10, 2012 | 8:00 p.m.

The Orpheum Theatre | 865 Seymour St. at Smithe

Buy Early and Save!
$30 until July 16th 
$36 After | NO AddEd chArgES  

$18 for students
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Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus 
keeps you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to � nd a helping hand and where to extend one.

Jewish Federation of 
Greater Vancouver is proud 
to announce that Elie 
Wiesel will be the keynote 
speaker at the Federation 
Annual Campaign Opening 
Night, September 10, 
2012. It is an extraordinary 
opportunity to hear this 
transcendent � gure share 
his remarkable life story 
and the indelible impact he 
has made literally around 
the world.

Welcoming Wiesel 
to Vancouver is an 
important milestone for 
our community. Federation 
Annual Campaign chair 
Mark James calls this a 
“once in a lifetime chance 
to hear Elie Wiesel’s 
story in person,” adding 
that “this will be an 
experience people will 
remember forever, and 
one that will provide hope 
and inspiration across 
the generations of our 
community.” Interest in 
the event is expected 
to be considerable, and 
Jewish Federation has 
moved the event to a new 
venue, The Orpheum 
Theatre, to accommodate 

a larger audience. Early 
bird ticket pricing of $30 
is in effect until July 16th 
at jewishvancouver.com. 
Tickets are $36 after that, 
and $18 for students.

Wiesel’s message for 
nearly sixty years has 
been both simple and 
powerful: “For the dead 

and the living, we must 
bear witness.” His words 
are carved in stone at 
the entrance to United 
States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, 
DC. They encapsulate his 
life’s work and his call to 
action—not only to never 
forget the darkest chapter 
in our people’s history, 
but also to shoulder our 
responsibility to resist 

indifference to others’ 
suffering. 

Wiesel was born in 1928 
in Sighet, a Romanian 
shtetl that the Nazis turned 
over to Hungary from 1940 
– 45. With his parents and 
three sisters, Wiesel was 
sent � rst to a Jewish ghetto 
then Auschwitz. 

Wiesel, then 15, and 
his father were sent to be 
slave laborers. His mother 
and younger sister were 
taken to the gas chambers. 
Wiesel and his father 
survived � rst Auschwitz 
and then the Buna labor 
camp for eight months. 
They were later marched 
to Buchenwald where 
Wiesel’s father perished 
only weeks before the 

camp’s liberation. His 
older sisters survived the 
war and were reunited 
with Wiesel at a French 
orphanage.

After the war, Wiesel 
studied in Paris, later 
becoming a journalist, 
but refusing to write 
or speak about his life 
during the Holocaust. 
During an interview with 
the distinguished French 
writer, Francois Mauriac, 
he was persuaded to write 
about his experiences 
in the death camps. 
The result was his 
internationally acclaimed 
memoir, Night, � rst 
published in 1956 in 
Yiddish and in 1958 in 
French. Night has since 
been translated into over 
thirty languages with 
millions of copies sold.

Wiesel went on to 
speak at forums around 
the world, working to 
ensure that the vivid 
horrors of the Holocaust 
were neither denied nor 
forgotten. He also sought 
to prevent their recurrence 
among other peoples. 
In 1978, US President 

Jimmy Carter appointed 
Wiesel chairman of the 
President’s Commission 
on the Holocaust. In 
1980, he became the 
founding chairman of the 
United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council. 

In 1986, Wiesel won the 
Nobel Prize for Peace, and 
soon after, he and his wife 
Marion established The 
Elie Wiesel Foundation for 
Humanity with a mission 
to � ght indifference, 
injustice and intolerance 
around the world. 

A devoted supporter 
of Israel, Wiesel has also 
defended the cause of 
Soviet Jews, Nicaragua’s 
Miskito Indians, 
Argentina’s “Disappeared,” 
Cambodian refugees, the 
Kurds, victims of genocide 
in Africa and the former 
Yugoslavia, South African 
victims of apartheid and 
most recently, victims of 
genocide in Darfur. 

Visit jewishvancouver.com 
for more information and to 
buy tickets. 

Elie Wiesel to Speak 
at Annual Campaign 
Opening Event
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“  This will be an experience 

people will remember forever, 

and one that will provide hope 

and inspiration across the 

generations of our community.”

MARK JAMES, CHAIR, FEDERATION ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Elie Wiesel

From biblical acts of the 
divine to the modern-
day miracle of turning 
the desert into a garden, 
Israel is a land of the 
unexpected. Still, a few 
heads may have turned 
last month at the sight of 
dragon boats—a 2,500 
year old tradition from 
China—racing across the 
Sea of Galilee. The fastest 
growing water sport in the 
world landed on Israeli 
shores courtesy of Jewish 
paddlers across Canada 
who wanted to combine 
their love of dragon boat 
racing with their love of 
Israel. They also wanted to 
promote tourism in Jewish 
Federation’s Canada-
Israel partnership region 
of the Galilee Panhandle, 

support charities there 
and build community. 
As a Partnership2Gether 
initiative, the Dragon Boat 
Israel Festival received 
support from several Jewish 
Federations across Canada. 
Vancouver, Montreal and 
Toronto joined Ottawa in 
not only participating in this 
year’s inaugural event, but 
also in donating six boats 
that will stay behind in 
Israel to foster the sport’s 
growth. In all, more than 
1,000 people took part 
in or attended the festival 
with 39 teams competing 
from countries including 
New Zealand, Thailand and 
Ireland.

Greater Vancouver and 
Vancouver Island both sent 
teams of twenty-four racers 

each. Paci� c Chai from 
Greater Vancouver won 
� rst place in its division 
and seventh overall. Carol 
Oreck co-chaired the 
team with Ruth Ross, both 
experienced dragon boat 
racers. Oreck says “The 
essence of it for me was 
that we were all on a level 
playing � eld - Canadians 
and Israelis having fun 
together. The introduction 
of a new sport to Israel has 
so many positives: team 
building, � tness, fun [and] 
travel opportunities.” 

In addition to those 
bene� ts, the festival raised 
more than $53,000 for 
the Jewish Federation-
supported Israeli programs 
Net@ and Youth Futures. 
Net@ provides high school 

students access to a high-
level computer training 
program through which 
they can achieve Cisco 
Systems certi� cation by 
the time they graduate, 
helping them overcome the 
disadvantages of growing 
up in Israel’s periphery. 
Youth Futures pairs at-risk 
youth with mentors who 
connect their family, school 
and community to work 
together to address each 
teen’s unique needs. This 
personalized support is vital 
in helping these teens to 
get on the right path and 
ful� ll their potential.

Gary Cohen, a Greater 
Vancouver team member 
and ten-year veteran of 
the sport, says the entire 
festival was an “experience 

beyond description,” 
particularly because of 
the excitement of bringing 
an entirely new sport to 
Israel and seeing its many 
bene� ts, from charitable 
monies raised to a new 
attraction in the Galilee 
to new or strengthened 
connections between 
Israel and the international 

community. As Cohen puts 
it, “Not since Noah’s Ark, 
has there been such an 
important boat in Israel.” 

The second annual 
Dragon Boat Israel Festival 
is slated for May 9 – 10, 
2013. For more information, 
visit dragonboatisrael.com 
or call 1.855.288.3524. 

Historic Race Brings Dragon Boating to Israel

Local team: Paci� c Chai

Our community is one of 
many voices. Now those 
voices will be represented by 
a new national organization, 
The Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affairs. It is the result 
of a nationwide streamlining 
of Jewish and Israel 
advocacy organizations, 
eliminating overlapping and 
redundant services. The 
Centre recently opened 
a Paci� c Region of� ce, 
based in Vancouver with a 
newly appointed regional 
director and manager 
of community relations. 
Strategic direction for the 
of� ce is set by the new 
Local Partnership Council, 
which was appointed jointly 
by The Centre and Jewish 
Federation of Greater 
Vancouver.

The Local Partnership 
Council re� ects a key 

principle of The Centre’s 
regional structure: to 
include the proactive 
engagement of community 
members in its advocacy 
work, both on the domestic 
and pro-Israel agendas. 

This local council will 
act on behalf of both 
Jewish Federation of 
Greater Vancouver and 
The Centre on all local 
advocacy issues, working 
to improve the quality of 
Jewish life in Canada while 

strengthening the Canada-
Israel relationship. The 
council will also ensure 
that local perspectives are 
re� ected in the national 
decision-making process—
an essential element for 

communities outside the 
far more populous areas of 
Toronto and Montreal. 

Two local leaders, Paul 
Goldman and Stephen 
Schachter, each of whom 
has extensive community 
relations experience, 

have been appointed to 
co-chair the council. “The 
importance of the Local 
Partnership Council cannot 
be underestimated. We 
will rely on them for their 
guidance, their passion 
and their expertise on 
every advocacy-related 
issue. Both Paul and Steve 
have dedicated much 
time and expertise to our 
Jewish community. They 
care deeply about our 
community, our country 
and about Israel, ” said 
Mitchell Gropper, Jewish 
Federation’s board chair.

Effective pro-Israel 
advocacy is a key strategic 
objective for The Centre. 
Equally important are its 
domestic advocacy and 
social policy objectives. 
The Centre will enhance 
the Jewish community’s 

voice with government on 
public policy issues that 
have direct impact on the 
Jewish community. 

The Paci� c Region’s new 
regional director, Darren 
Mackoff brings with him 
extensive expertise in 
the advocacy realm. He 
previously served as the 
senior communications 
manager for the American 
Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC) in 
Washington, DC, America’s 
foremost pro-Israel lobby. 
Prior to that, Mackoff 
worked for news networks 
including FOX News and 
NBC News.

“Darren has a thorough 
and in-depth understanding 
of the Jewish community 
of Greater Vancouver and 
the issues that affect our 
community. Combine that 
with the Israel advocacy 
work he accomplished 
while at AIPAC, and we 
believe Darren is the 
person to lead our local 
advocacy work,” said The 
Centre’s CEO Shimon Fogel. 

For more information 
on The Centre, including 
its Paci� c Region of� ce, 
visit cija.ca or call 
604.622.4240. 

Streamlining of Advocacy Groups Creates Stronger Jewish Voice

“  The importance of the Local Partnership 
Council cannot be underestimated. We 
will rely on them for their guidance, their 
passion, and their expertise on every 
advocacy-related issue.”

MITCHELL GROPPER, BOARD CHAIR

BUY EARLY AND SAVE!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT JEWISHVANCOUVER.COM


