
When it comes to Missions 
to Vancouver, seeing not only 
is believing—it’s inspiring. 

Missions were originally 
conceived to show donors 
where their dollars go 
and where needs remain. 
Participants’ positive and 
heartfelt responses prompted 
a move to conduct missions 
throughout the year designed 
for a broader segment of the 
community. Now in their 
third year, these Federation-
sponsored visits to local 
organizations allow people to 
see first-hand the needs of our 
community - and the creative 
and thoroughly Jewish efforts 
to meet those needs. 

Time and time again, 
mission participants return 
with a new and far deeper 
understanding of the needs 
and complexities of our 
community. And they 

share an energized sense 
of commitment to that 
community and a desire to 
make a difference. 

Cathy Paperny attended a 
mission in June: 

“I found the mission to 
be unbelievably eye-opening, 
very powerful and sad.  
I was most moved by my 
visits to the Food Bank and 
Yaffa House. I had personal 
encounters at both places. 
When I first heard the 
speaker at the Food Bank,  

I was so upset hearing 
directly from a recipient of 
the food bank. I was shocked 
to discover that he went from 
riches to rags and wondered 
what went wrong in his life. 

He was obviously a very 
educated guy. How could 
he have so little support? 
Though I knew there were 
Jewish families in need,  
I never really realized that 
there were some homeless 
Jews. Then when I got home, 
I realized I knew the man.  

I haven’t seen him in about 
25 years. If someone like that 
is in need, I am blown away.”

This year’s missions are 
being led by Alisa Charach 
and Jeremiah Katz, both of 

whom were moved to become 
involved based on their own 
experiences on missions 
in previous years. Katz 
explains, “my first mission 
really opened my eyes to the 
specifics of what’s happening 
in our community—to the 
programs and services that 

are in place, and to where we 
still need to do more. It’s one 
thing to hear about the needs 
of organizations like the Yaffa 
Housing Society, the Jewish 
Food Bank or the Jewish day 
schools, but it’s another to 
visit them and hear directly 
from those affected and 
from the people providing 
the programs and services. 
This year participants will 
meet face to face with and 
hear directly from those 
who are impacted, and gain 
a first-hand understanding 

of how Federation Annual 
Campaign funds are making 
a difference.”

With the increased needs 
stemming from the economic 
downturn, this year’s planned 
visits include the Jewish 
Food Bank, Jewish Family 
Service Agency’s Community 
Garden, Yaffa House— 
a group home for Jewish 
adults with mental health 
issues—and Dany Guincher 
House, an affordable housing 
project for Jews at risk of 
homelessness. 

Eye-Opening Local Missions Educate and Inspire

In this economic climate, 
it is tempting to hold back, 
to instinctively watch every 
dollar—and to let others 
give, hoping they make 
up our share. But, award-
winning author, educator, 
lawyer and Choices headliner 
Amy Hirshberg Lederman 
says just the opposite: this 
is the time to give more not 
less, to think bigger not 
smaller—and to remember 
our obligation as Jews to 
perform acts of tzedakah 
(charity) and tikkun olam 
(repairing the world), 
especially when it is most 
difficult to do so. 

Hirshberg Lederman will 
deliver her message, Leading 

with a Jewish Heart, to the 
women of our community at 
this year’s Federation Annual 
Campaign Choices event, 
October 29th at Congregation 
Beth Israel. 

Now in its fifth year, 
Choices is a celebration 
of women choosing to 
support their community. 
Nearly five hundred women 
come together under one 
roof for an evening of 
inspiration, humour and 
passion and are united in 
one cause: strengthening 
that community through 
tzedakah. 

In addition to the fun, 
friendship and camaraderie 
of gathering so many Jewish 

women together, Choices each 
year features an accomplished 
and dynamic speaker with a 
profound story to tell. This 
year, Hirshberg Lederman 
will continue this powerful 
tradition, inspiring and 
uplifting women from across 
our community. 

Often called the 
“Ethics Maven,” Hirshberg 
Lederman is the author of 
To Life! Jewish Reflections 
on Everyday Living and the 
award-winning One God, 
Many Paths: Finding Meaning 
and Inspiration in Jewish 
Teachings. She practiced 
law for several years before 
pursuing her passion for 
Jewish education. In 1997, 

she moved with her family 
to Israel for a year where she 
was part of an international 
group of Jewish educators 
who studied at Hebrew 
University. She writes a 
column appearing in Jewish 
newspapers across the United 

States and teaches courses 
in Jewish spirituality, ethics, 
law and literature in Tucson, 
Arizona where she lives with 
her husband Ray. As the 
keynote speaker at Choices, 
she will share her insights, 
influences and experience 

in creating a life of meaning 
and purpose. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets 
for Choices, please call 
604.257.5100 or visit 
jewishvancouver.com. 

With a worse-than-expected 
economic prognosis from 
the BC government and an 
accompanying provincial 
spending freeze for at least 
three years, it is no surprise 
that those with the least stand 
to suffer the most. Some 
families that were getting 
by have found themselves 
suddenly derailed by a job 
loss, an illness or some other 
unexpected event. The effects 
ripple through the family—
affecting their children’s 
upbringing, creating stress 
in their marriage and often 
threatening their connection 
to the Jewish community. All 
too quickly what, in a better 
economy, would have been a 
bump in the road has become 
a rupture in their lives and, for 
the first time, they need help. 

Take the case of one 
Vancouver family. Active in 
the Jewish community for 
many years, this family’s 
husband, father and main 
source of income recently 
lost his job of over ten years. 

Unable to find work in 
his specialty, he made the 
difficult decision to stay 
home with their two younger 
children while his wife 
continued to work. Jewish 
education is important to 
them, and for the first time 
they have had to ask for 
assistance with school tuition 
and fees. They have cut back 
on most extra-curricular 
activities for their children, 
but are reluctant to cancel 
their Jewish Community 
Centre membership as it 
is a vital connection to the 
community. For a number of 
years, the family supported 
the grandmother to live at 
home. She now requires 
home support services 
from Jewish Family Service 
Agency (JFSA) as the family 
can no longer afford private 
care. The stress of their 
situation is taking its toll, 
and the family is receiving 
counseling through JFSA to 
help them cope.

Stories like this are 
becoming more and more 
common as the recession 
continues. Jewish day 
schools and camps are 
reporting increased requests 
for scholarships. “We are 
seeing need in places we 
never have before,” says 
Rebecca Coen, principal 
of Richmond Jewish Day 
School. “Some families 
have chosen to remove their 
children from Jewish day 
school in order to either 
avoid asking for assistance or 
to ensure that they are not 

a strain on the community. 
We have also offered more 
tuition assistance than in 
previous years as a result of 
the commitment that RJDS 
made to ensure that every 

Jewish child can have a 
Jewish education.”

Rick Nelson, executive 
director of the Jewish 
Community Centre 
of Greater Vancouver 
(JCCGV), echoes Coen’s 
comments. “We are seeing all 
the things you would think: 
increased subsidy requests 
for daycare and preschool 
along with a decrease in 
the number of days kids 
are registered. Membership 

is actually up, but so are 
requests for aid. People 
are watching their dollars, 
but want to maintain their 
community connection.”

Nelson says that, so 

far, the JCCGV has been 
able to accommodate every 
application for aid to at least 
some extent. But, he adds, 
this has meant significant 
budget cuts and he cannot 
predict what may happen 
down the road if the sluggish 
economy continues. 

For more information 
on community resources 
and how you can help, visit 
jewishvancouver.com

Welcome to Federation 
Focus! This new quarterly 
supplement brings you 
information about your 
Jewish Federation, its 
partner agencies and their 
impact on local Jewish life.
Many people are unaware of the 
myriad of resources needed by our 
community, now 23,000 strong. 
From seniors’ recreation and care 
to education and counseling for 
our youth; from food and housing 
assistance to helping new immigrants 
get settled, 27 agencies meet local 
needs from a uniquely Jewish 
perspective. These organizations, 
schools and synagogues form the 
fabric of our community.

Jewish Federation works with 
these partner agencies in areas such 
as education, social services and arts 
and culture to build a strong, vibrant 
Jewish community. This is done 
by raising funds for programs and 
services that keep our community 
thriving, by bringing agencies 
together to plan for the future and by 
building our community’s connections 
with Israel. 

Federation Focus keeps you 
informed and connected with 
important issues in our community, 
ensuring that everyone knows where 
to find a helping hand and where to 
extend one. 

Rebecca coen, principal,  
richmond Jewish day school:

“We are seeing need in places 
we never have before.”

“ I found the mission to be unbelievably  
eye-opening, very powerful and sad.”

cathy PaPeRny, mission participant:

Economy Increases 
Strain on Families
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For more information on missions, please contact  
James Heilman at campaign@jewishvancouver.com.


