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More will find  
their way
Sarah isn’t alone. But she often feels that way. Like far too many 
adults, she suffers from mental illness and feels paralyzed by  
the stigma associated with it. She’s making great strides now,  
thanks to your generosity and a Federation-supported program that 
provides Sarah with the care of a mental health outreach worker.

Community needs are changing. One in five adults lives with mental illness  

and chances are, these are people you know. But what you might not know  

is how much your gift means. 

The more you put into community,  
the more you get out of it.

Make your gift online at jewishvancouver.com

Ambassador Dan Gillerman: 
Making Sense of Today’s 
Headlines
The Palestinian bid for statehood recognition at the UN, Israel’s 

growing social protest movement, Egypt’s elections, the Arab 

Spring—with his signature shrewd analysis and sharp wit, Israel’s 

former ambassador to the UN is uniquely positioned to help us 

understand the current scene.

Monday, September 26, 2011 | 7:30 p.m. 

The Centre in Vancouver for Performing Arts 
777 Homer Street

Tickets $22. Purchase online  
at jewishvancouver.com or  
call 604.638.7281



The love of learning is 
one of the core tenets of 
Jewish culture—and as 
a community, we have a 
collective responsibility to 
ensure the education of all 
of our children, regardless 
of ability or means. Thanks 
to our community’s 
generous support of 
the 2010 Federation 
Annual Campaign, Jewish 
Federation was able to 
fully restore previously cut 
funding for students with a 
broad spectrum of special 
learning needs in local 
Jewish day schools.

Vancouver Talmud 
Torah (VTT), Richmond 
Jewish Day School (RJDS), 
Vancouver Hebrew 
Academy (VHA), Pacific 

Torah Institute (PTI) and 
King David High School 
(KDHS) share a $50,000 
allocation from the Annual 
Campaign that specifically 
supports programs for 
students with particular 
learning needs. As the 
needs in each school 
vary, so too do the uses 
of the funds—but they 
all support the individual 
learning needs of students 
that require assistance. 
Identifying a child’s 
particular learning needs is 
critical to providing effective 
classroom strategies for 
his or her success. To that 
end, parents or teachers 
may request that a student 
have a psycho-educational 
assessment conducted 

outside of school. That 
assessment can cost about 
$3,000, so KDHS Principal 
Russ Klein says his school 
uses some of their funding 
to offset that expense for 
families that cannot afford it. 
Likewise, the school ensures 
that laptops are available 

for students who require 
a computer to aid their 
learning and whose families 

lack the means to buy them.
For younger children, 

VTT and RJDS provide 
resources to help with 
the basic building blocks 
of learning. Children are 
assessed in kindergarten 
for fine motor skills, 
language and speech 

development. Support may 
include help from a learning 
assistant in the classroom, 

counselling or ESL tutoring. 
VTT has just begun a 
program for grades four 
and five to help students 
struggling with the rigors 
of the school’s Judaics 
curriculum. Piloted last year 
as a “pull-out” session, 
VTT Principal Cathy 
Lowenstein says it is now 
a fully enrolled program 
that teaches Judaics with 
an English language, rather 
than Hebrew, base.

Each school strives to 
find the balance between 
providing necessary 
support while ensuring that 
certain kids do not feel 
marginalized. RJDS school 
counselor Malki Moshkovitz 
says such assistance is 
crucial, as it “allows them 

to be integrated in a regular 
class, and feel supported 
and successful.”

There is an additional 
sense of responsibility—
shared by the community, 
Jewish Federation and the 
day schools—to ensure that 
no family or child is ever 
turned away from a Jewish 
experience. Principal 
Lowenstein sums it up: “…
We want to be sure we can 
provide an excellent Jewish 
education to ALL who enter 
our doors.”

For more information 
about the programs and 
services funded by your 
gift to the Federation 
Annual Campaign, view 
the Report to Donors at 
jewishvancouver.com/RTD.

Changes in our community 
echo those of society at 
large: we are putting down 
roots in a new community, 
and we are waiting longer 
to marry and start a family. 
These trends pose new 
challenges to maintaining 
Jewish continuity.

Fortunately, some new 
and innovative programs, 
supported by Jewish 
Federation, are engaging 
groups in our community 
that can easily become 
disconnected.

International 
organization, Moishe 
House, exemplifies a 
“bottom-up” approach to 
community building, with 
Jewish leaders in their 20’s 
creating vibrant home-
based communities for their 
peers through programming 
in and outside the 
house itself. Vancouver’s 
Moishe House—the first 

in Canada—has five 
residents, including Jacob 
Haas. Generous donors 
in our community made 
additional gifts above and 
beyond their contributions 
to the Federation Annual 
Campaign to get Moishe 
House up and running.

Since opening, Moishe 
House has hosted monthly 
Shabbat dinners and a Rosh 
Hashanah dinner for fifty 
young Jewish adults. Haas 
says that Moishe House 
“speaks to [Jewish twenty-
somethings] finding a place 
to belong that perhaps they 
didn’t have before.”  He 
says that activities include 
social action projects, 
such as joining fellow Jews 
and Muslims to volunteer 
at a Downtown Eastside 
soup kitchen, and making 
pasta sauce for the Jewish 
Food Bank using donated 
produce. 

Another example of 
a successful Jewish 
continuity program is 
The PJ Library, which is 
directed to young families 
lacking immediate access 
to Jewish activities. A 
grant from the Jewish 
Community Foundation 
and generous support from 
donors fund the program, 
which sends free Judaic 
children’s books directly to 
participants’ homes once 
a month. The Foundation 
grant exemplifies the range 
of financial resources 
generated through 
Jewish Federation and its 
community supporters, 
creating a broad base 
of philanthropy in our 
community.  The PJ 
Library has already 
exceeded its two-year 
target and is expanding 
to meet  demand, and so 
Jewish Federation and 

the Foundation will find 
ways to generate additional 
funding to support the 
program. Samara Bordan, 
community affairs associate 
with Jewish Federation, 
coordinates the program 
locally and says, “Response 
has been outstanding… 
we are seeing an impact 
on outlying communities 
and the unaffiliated.” The 
program is expanding to 
include activities such as 
the recent Mitzvah Club 
and Storytelling event, 
co-sponsored by Jewish 
Federation and Chabad 
of Downtown’s City Gan 
program—another program 
supported by a grant from 
the Foundation. 

These programs reach 
out creatively to our 
community in direct and 
immediate ways that speak 
to the changing needs of 
each generation—keeping 

Jewish life vibrant and 
relevant and strengthening 
our sense of continuity.  

For more information 
on The PJ Library and 
Moishe House, visit 
jewishvancouver.com/

pjlibrary or facebook.com/
mohovan respectively. 
If you wish to support 
programs like these, please 
contact Marcie Flom at 
mflom@jewishvancouver.
com or 604.257.5100.

Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus keeps  

you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to find a helping hand and where to extend one.

Our community’s 
partnership with Israel’s 
Upper Galilee Panhandle 
is building a foundation for 
sustained and independent 
growth in an area long 
beset with economic 
and political challenges. 
Begun in the mid-1990s, 
the relationship was first 
known as Partnership 
2000 or P2K. Jewish 
Federation’s local 
partnership steering 
committee chair, Pam 
Wolfman, says its new 
name—Partnership 
2gether or P2G—is more 
descriptive of the program, 
and reflects how much the 
partnership has developed 
and its mutuality.

 The Upper Galilee 
region borders Lebanon 
and Syria. In addition to 
the security issues that 
location engenders, the 
area struggles with social 
and economic challenges, 
compounded by its 
distance from the services 
and opportunities available 
in the centre of the country. 
For nearly 20 years, 
Jewish Federation has 
been strategically investing 
funds to strengthen the 
north, in partnership with 
other funders. The variety 
of efforts and far-reaching 
results are transforming the 
region.

One large project 
recently brought to fruition 
is the launch of the new 
Bar Ilan medical school 
in Safed, the first medical 
school to open in Israel 
in 40 years. The school 

will serve the north, and 
represents an important 
milestone in developing 
a biotechnology hub in 
the Eastern Galilee, which 
will includes a science 
education centre at Tel Hai 
College, new and expanded 
research institutes and 
the upgrading of seven 
hospitals across the Galilee. 

Wolfman attended 
a ceremony at Bar 
Ilan’s medical school 
recently and says that 
the partnership between 
our community and the 
school’s Israeli backers 
was integral to the project’s 
success: “[Our involvement 
included] research funds 
that established the 
need for a biotech hub 
in the Eastern Galilee, 
support for those who 
initiated the government 

process that lead to the 
school’s creation, and 
helping leverage the 
support of other funding 
partners.” She adds that 
the school will create 
“really wonderful ripple 

effects,” stopping the 
region’s “brain drain”, and 
improving local access 
to medical services. 
Development of the 
biotechnology industry 
in the north, with its 

attendant jobs, also is 
expected to increase the 
area’s population—an 
important security-related 
goal on the northern 
border. The school opened 
with 125 students but 

expects to grow to more 
than 800.

Another venture has 
recently opened aimed at 
providing opportunities for 
the Galilee’s large young 
adult population. The 

Centre for Young Adults is 
based in Kiryat Shmona, 
but serves the entire 
Upper Galilee. The centre 
provides careercounseling 
and access to scholarships 
for higher education. It 
matches students from Tel 
Hai College with employers 
in their fields of interest 
to give them practical 
experience while still in 
school. Wolfman points out 
that most of the students 
have no choice but to 

work, but never expected 
to find jobs relevant to their 
future careers while still in 
school. Such opportunities 
increase the chances that 
the students will be able to 
find work, and, therefore, 

stay in the region after they 
graduate. The centre also 
creates a network among 
young adults in the region 
to promote social and 
cultural opportunities, an 
important ingredient in a 
rural area where people 
are otherwise isolated from 
one another. 

Wolfman commends 
the synergy of P2G in 
building resources that 
strengthen Northern 
Israel, adding that more 

can be accomplished with 
sufficient resources. She 
sums it up this way: “The 
sky’s the limit if we put our 
minds to it.”

New Projects Promise Growth  
in Partnership Region

Innovative Programs Provide Direct Connection to Jewish Life
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“ [the school will create] really wonderful ripple 
effects… stopping the region’s ‘brain drain’ and 
improving local access to medical services.”

Pam Wolfman, JFGV’s  local pertnership steerinG committee chair

Restored Funding Supports Students With Special Learning Needs

“  [this assistance] allows 
students to be integrated 
onto a regular class and feel 
supported, and successful.”

malki moshkovitz, rJDs counselor


