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Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies  
and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus keeps you informed about and connected with important 
issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to find a helping hand and where to extend one.
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More youth than ever now suffer from anxiety 
and depression as a result of the pandemic. 
Job loss for some has meant the difference 
between having a place to call home or 
sleeping in their car. Seniors are ready to 
reconnect socially and spiritually after a tough 
year of isolation. And our partnership region 
in Israel, though a world away, is facing many 
of the same challenges that we are. 

We are incredibly grateful for the ways our 
community rose to the challenges brought 
on by the pandemic, and the achievements 

we made together. Donors gave generously, 
volunteers stepped up, and our partners 
met the increased demand for their services 
by pivoting and innovating to serve the 
individuals and families who rely on them. 

Twenty months in, we recognize that many 
of the increased needs are now the new 
baseline. Our partner agencies continue to 
take more requests for help every day and are 
challenged in planning for a future that looks 
so different from pre-pandemic times.  

With our unique strengths in community 
planning, bringing organizations together, 
facilitating collaborations, and fundraising, 
Jewish Federation is here, shoulder to 
shoulder with our partners. But we need 
 your help. 

We need to build on the great work and 
innovations that were made possible through 
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The reality of the pandemic is that 
it has not affected our community 
members equally. While many of us 
are now able to get back to the things 
that we longed for, others have been 
hit much harder. 

BUILDING FOR A  
BRIGHTER FUTURE,  
TOGETHER

STRENGTHENED  
BY OUR 
COMMUNITY. INSPIRED  

BY YOUR 
GENEROSITY.

We are grateful for the way our community came together  
during the pandemic. Now, let’s build for the future. 
Give now at JewishVancouver.com.
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DONORS ARE TURNING  
ANNUAL GIFTS INTO 
FOREVER GIFTS
Knowing the importance of their Annual Campaign support, many donors 

want their impact to last beyond their lifetimes. As they plan for the future, 

they are working with the Jewish Community Foundation to ensure their 

gifts continue to support the community for generations to come.

Establishing a Perpetual Annual Campaign 
Endowment (PACE) or a Lion of Judah 
Endowment (LOJE) is one of the most 
powerful statements that you can make 
about your commitment to tzedakah, tikkun 
olam, and Jewish continuity.

When Sondi Green endowed her Annual 
Campaign gift, she saw it as 

“ a great way to perpetuate 
my giving, ensuring that the 
institutions we all rely on today 
continue to be viable into the 
future.” She says, “it feels great  
to be doing something so positive 
that will have a lasting impact  
after I’m gone.” 

Donors like Sondi are working with the 
Jewish Community Foundation to ensure 
their philanthropic impact lives on. The 
Foundation’s personalized and flexible 
approach makes it comfortable and easy for 
donors to establish perpetual endowments 
that will continue benefitting our Jewish 
community long after their lifetime. 

The Foundation makes it is easy to ensure 
the perpetuation of your Federation Annual 
Campaign gift, offering a variety of gift 
vehicles to choose from. You can set up an 
endowment through a gift of life insurance, 
a bequest in your will, a cash gift, or 
another funding vehicle, such as naming the 
Foundation as the beneficiary of all or part 
of your Registered Retirement Income Fund 
(RIFF).

A life insurance policy is the option that 
worked best for Karen James when she 
endowed her Annual Campaign gift. 

“ It is so simple to maintain and  
it doesn’t cost a lot of money, 
says Karen. “For a relatively small 
annual payment, for which I  
receive a tax receipt, I am making  
a significant future contribution. 
It’s really a gift that keeps  
on giving.”

With $75 million in assets under 
management, the Foundation has the 
expertise to offer customized philanthropic 
options that enable you and your family 
to support the causes you are passionate 
about. Whether it’s the Federation Annual 
Campaign or an organization or area 
of interest that’s important to you, the 
Foundation is uniquely positioned to work 
with you to make a meaningful and long-
lasting impact in the Jewish community.

Have you decided what will happen to your 
Federation Annual Campaign support after 
your lifetime? 

Contact Marcie Flom  via email at  
mflom@jewishvancouver.com, executive 
director of the Jewish Community 
Foundation, today to discuss how you  
can create a lasting legacy of support.

last year’s Annual Campaign, the 
Community Recovery Fund, and the 
ingenuity of our partners. 

“ We ramped up our food 
campaign and our resources 
for mental health were 
dramatically increased this 
year. We cannot do our work 
without the support of the 
Jewish Federation and the 
donors. The Annual Campaign 
is key to us.”  
Rob Phillip, Hillel BC

When you give you are helping families 
and individuals keep a roof over their 
heads. You are committing to greater 
food security. You are helping seniors 
stay supported and connected. You are 
giving those with mental health issues 
a chance to recover through counseling 
services. You are supporting social 
services that are breaking the cycle of 
poverty in Northern Israel. And you are 
investing in the future of our Jewish 
community through leadership programs 
for youth who carry the torch for the next 
generation. 

This is our moment. Let’s seize this 
opportunity to lift our community to 
greater heights and build for a brighter 
future, together. 

Make a secure online gift at 
jewishvancouver.com/donate  
or call us at 604 257 5100.
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STRATEGIC APPROACH  
ADDRESSES ONGOING  
COVID IMPACT
As the impact of the pandemic lingers, the Community Recovery  

Task Force, chaired by Risa Levine, pursues its long-term approach  

to recovery by continuing to adapt and introduce new grant programs  

in response to the changing needs of our partner agencies and the  

people they serve. 

More than $700,000 has been distributed 
to support the immediate impacts on our 
community agencies, schools, synagogues 
and summer camps so far, with much of that 
directed to support operational losses, new 
technology upgrades and COVID-related 
expenses. 

With immediate impacts appearing to subside 
in June, the task force turned its attention 
to post-recovery planning and to supporting 
community agencies’ efforts to pursue new 
and innovative approaches for their programs 
and services through three new grant 
programs: 

CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS 

Distributed $30,000 to community organizations 

to enable them to develop post-COVID 19 

recovery plans with the expertise of an outside 

facilitator.

TRANSFORMATIONAL GRANTS 

To encourage collaborations between 

organizations so they can re-examine existing 

ways of doing things and focus on innovative 

approaches to address new and emerging 

needs. The committee has received and is 

currently reviewing 13 applications.

TRANSITION GRANTS 

To provide support to organizations for up to 

two months, so they do not have to reduce their 

staff as they transition away from relying on the 

now cancelled government wage subsidy and 

find new ways to generate revenue streams. 

The committee invited all affected agencies to 

apply and will be announcing their decisions at 

the end of November. 

The pandemic brought challenges, but  
also opportunities. These grants have  
been created to build on our partners’ 
strengths, what they have learned, and how 
they’ve innovated. They will ensure that 
during a time of great uncertainty we can 
help them achieve the stability that they 
require in order to continue to provide  
much-needed programs and services.

These three grant programs are just the 
latest in the task force’s strategic, long-term 

approach to recovery, which is ensuring that 
funds are distributed as needed and will be 
available as new needs emerge along the way. 

The Community Recovery Fund is one of the 
many ways our partner organizations can 
access flexible funding to meet COVID-related 
needs. It is also part of how we are making a 
difference in new and innovative ways.  

“ Jewish Federation has been 
incredible. It’s allowed us to  
remain a community in the 
 midst of a pandemic.”  
Rabbi Dan Moskovitz,  
Temple Sholom Synagogue

Karen James


