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A BIGGER IMPACT
When you make a new gift or increase the amount you gave previously,  
a matching amount will be donated to fund community security.

Our work is your work. Please give today.



Ensuring that families have access to high quality Jewish 
learning options for their children has always been a top 
priority for Jewish Federation, whether through day 
schools, supplementary programs, or more informal 
resources, such as youth leadership and Hebrew fluency 
programs, camp initiatives, and the PJ Library program. 

In response to a report from its Jewish Education Task 
Force, Federation is allocating funds from the Annual 
Campaign to strengthen current programs and enable 
the development of new and innovative ones. Campaign 
funding provides tuition subsidies, supports students 
with diverse learning needs, and ensures adequate 
resources to introduce creative teaching methods. 

But those dollars won’t be enough. Growing numbers 
of families simply cannot afford full tuition at Jewish 
day schools, creating enormous and untenable pressure 
on the operating budgets of the schools. While tuition 
assistance has always been available for lower income 
families, the schools report that a growing number of 
middle income families are also seeking help, given the 
increasingly high cost of living on the Lower Mainland. 

The Task Force also identified the need for a community 
endowment fund to provide additional financial 
resources  to support program innovation and address 
affordability issues. In response, community member and 
long-time Jewish education advocate, Leon Glassman, 
established a $1 million fund in his name at the Jewish 
Community Foundation to support tuition assistance 
at Jewish day schools and ensure that every family that 
wants to send their children to a Lower Mainland Jewish 
day school can do so, regardless of their financial means. 

Jewish Federation is also taking steps to expand the 
educational options available through a variety of measures. 
These include centralized marketing initiatives to advertise 
and promote the range of available local Jewish education 
programs; professional development for educators; and a 
flexible funding model that will continue to fund existing 
supplementary education programs while at the same time 
providing innovation grants to support the development and 
implementation of new approaches to Jewish learning. 

The Task Force report also addressed the fact that a 
growing number of young families live in parts of the Lower 
Mainland that have limited access to Jewish education. 
Jewish Federation is heeding that call to strengthen its 
support to the regional communities by expanding the 
scope of Jewish education options eligible for funding.

Jewish Federation is committed to supporting high quality, 
innovative education opportunities that are affordable 
and accessible to all, with funding to maintain high levels 
of academic and Judaic learning. The Federation Annual 
Campaign, in concert with the Leon Glassman for Jewish 
Continuity through Education, will provide the funds to 
ensure that Jewish learning options are within financial and 
geographic reach of every family who wants them.
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That has meant a move 
away from the city’s 
longstanding centres 
of Jewish life, making it 
more difficult for many 
people to access services 
and programs. Those 
who live closer to those 
institutions also are finding 
connections to Jewish life 
challenging as housing 
costs can leave little 
room in the budget for 
synagogue membership, 
day school fees, or even 

keeping a kosher home. 
Community institutions 
often cannot keep up with 
the increasing need for 
subsidies and scholarships. 

Gifts to the Annual 
Campaign will allow 
Jewish Federation to 
provide funding for 
agencies to broaden their 
scope while making the 
cost to participate more 
affordable, thus reducing 

the number of people 
who need subsidies, and 
ensuring that our most 
vulnerable populations 
remain protected.

That includes young 
families, who now 
make up nearly half our 
community population. 
Families with young 
children are struggling to 
afford childcare and to 
pay for groceries. Support 
from our community, 
through the Federation 

Annual Campaign, has 
been crucial to keeping 
these families afloat. 
Increased gifts to last 
year’s campaign meant 
that Jewish Federation 
was able to allocate an 
additional $7,000 to 
the Jewish Community 
Centre for childcare 
subsidies, and $10,000 
more to the Jewish 
Family Service Agency 

for emergency food 
vouchers. 

Because donors 
increased their gifts to last 
year’s Federation Annual 
Campaign, Federation 
has been able to increase 
funding for a number of 
other important programs 
that are making a real 
difference for community 
members. An additional 
$9,500 was allocated to 
Richmond Jewish Day 
School, in partnership 
with Beth Tikva, for 
before-and-after school 
programs to reduce the 
stress on working families. 
Jewish Federation was 
also able to increase its 
support of day school 
tuition subsidies by an 
additional $7,000. The 
White Rock Jewish 
Community Association 
received $4,000 more to 
support their outreach 
efforts, and $2,000 more 
went to the Vancouver 
Jewish Film Centre to 
expand their outreach. 
This was only possible 
because individual donors 
increased their gifts to the 
campaign.

One of the long-term 
challenges facing our 
entire community is 
the need for proactive, 
comprehensive security 
measures to ensure 
our collective safety. 
Jewish Federation’s 
2020 Strategic Priorities 
planning process identified 
the need for an additional 
$300,000 a year in 
support for security. 
To reach that goal, the 
organization has created 
a “security match” for the 
2016 Federation Annual 
Campaign. When donors 
increase their gift, or make 
one for the first time, a 

matching amount will 
be donated to support 
community security. 

As the central address 
for Jewish community, 

Federation is committed 
to providing both the 
planning and the financial 
resources that will address 
current needs as well as 
those arising from the 

growth yet to come.  Your 
gift to the Federation 
Annual Campaign 
underpins all those 
efforts, providing the 

critical foundation for our 
community’s continuing 
strength, and security.  

Make your gift at 
jewishvancouver.com or 
call 604.257.5100.

Support from our community, through 
the Federation Annual Campaign, has 
been crucial to keeping families afloat.

This year, when donors increase their 
gift, or make one for the first time, a 
matching amount will be donated to 
support community security.

Annual Campaign  
Keeps Community  
Life Within Reach
It’s no secret that skyrocketing housing prices are pushing more and more 

people out of the City of Vancouver. Whether young people, families, 

or seniors, members of the Jewish community are moving to regional 

communities in increasing numbers in search of a reasonable cost of living. 

Jewish Federation’s partnership region in Israel, 
the Upper Galilee, is faced with a trifecta of major 
challenges: it is geographically removed from the 
country’s prosperous centre; it is surrounded on 
three sides by Syria and Lebanon; and it struggles 
with chronic poverty, unemployment, and high-
risk factors for young people.

In the city of Kiryat Shmona, over 15,000 
vulnerable children need active help. These kids 
are growing up at risk of following a dark path 
that perpetuates the cycle of poverty in the 
region. Changing their lives for the better has the 
potential to resonate throughout their community, 
today and in the long term.

That is why the Federation Annual Campaign is 
funding new initiatives to engage these children 
and their families, and connect them to support 
programs that will help them reach their potential. 
The brick-and-mortar cornerstone of these efforts 
is the Beit Vancouver Youth Centre. 

The redevelopment of the building was funded 
by a group of Vancouver families in 2006, and 
now the youth centre, in Kiryat Shmona, offers 
a wide range of social, educational, cultural and 
leadership activities for young people facing the 
unique challenges that come with life far from the 
national centre, and with the ever-present threat 
of violence just across the border. 

Since Beit Vancouver opened, it has grown 
in number of participants, program quality, 
and impact. In the decade that Beit Vancouver 
has been operating, Kiryat Shmona has seen a 
dramatic decline in juvenile delinquency, and over 
half of the region’s youth services either operate 
in Beit Vancouver or are managed from there. 
Incredibly, more than half of Kiryat Shmona’s 
youth are today involved with Beit Vancouver.

Among the programs and services operating 
out of the Beit Vancouver building are Net@ 
which provides advanced information and 
communications technology training to teens, 
preparing them for careers they might not 
otherwise ever have considered;  Krembo Wings, 
the only inclusive Israeli youth movement for 
children and youth with disabilities; Youth Futures, 
which connects young teens with local social 
and educational welfare resources; and Matmon 
Counselling, which provides individual and group 
therapy for at-risk youth and their parents.

During a Jewish Federation mission to Israel 
in 2013 chaired by Arnold and Anita Silber, 
participants toured Beit Vancouver, with many 
being moved to make donations in support. 
That has led to the creation of Friends of Beit 
Vancouver, in recognition of the growing 
number of Vancouver donors supporting Jewish 
Federation’s work at the centre, including the 
major building renovation in 2006, funded by 
the Charles and Craig Diamond family, the Heller 
family, and the Bev Libin family. 

By funding Beit Vancouver, and its educational 
and social services programs, these donors are 
helping to drive economic and social change 
that will resonate across the Upper Galilee. 
Since Beit Vancouver receives support from the 
Federation Annual Campaign, they are joined in 
this important work by every donor who makes a 
campaign gift. 

This combined effort has been instrumental in 
ensuring that Beit Vancouver plays a key role in 
breaking the cycle of poverty for the young people 
it serves, and, in turn, their families. The ripple 
effect of that positive impact reached far and 
wide, and will help lift up the entire region.  

Beit Vancouver Youth Centre 
Key to Decline in Delinquency

More than half of Kiryat Shmona’s
youth are today involved with  
Beit Vancouver.

Gifts to the Federation Annual Campaign 
help struggling families afford life’s basic 
necessities, like groceries and childcare.


