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Board Chair & CEO Report
As the central organization of the Jewish community, 
we plan for our collective future, convene partner 
organizations and generate the necessary financial 
resources to move our community forward. 

Our unique vantage point enables us to see the big 
picture. We bring partners, leaders, and experts together 
to collaborate, to inspire innovation, and to accomplish 
more together than any of us could on our own. 

Our impact resonates farther afield than what the 
“Greater Vancouver” in our name might suggest. 

From the Sea-to-Sky corridor to Langley, and all points 
in between, Jewish community life is thriving—and 
we are proud to be at the centre of it through our 
Connect Me In program. On Vancouver Island and in 
Kelowna we are now providing security training for 
volunteers and professionals in their growing Jewish 
communities. 

As part of her role on the Jewish Agency’s Board 
of Governors, Candace traveled to Ethiopia and 
accompanied some of the 3,000 Jews who were 
making Aliyah. Together, we traveled to Mexico 
City with the Jewish Agency to see more of their 
international work, and from Ukraine to Turkey  
and beyond, we helped those in need when  
disaster struck. 

We continued to improve the quality of life  
for residents of our partnership region in 
Northern Israel.

Our work is focused on strengthening the region’s 
development and regionalism through leadership 
development and capacity building while investing 
in academic excellence. Our long-term investments 
are helping residents tackle some of the most difficult 
and complex challenges they face living in Israel’s 
periphery.

The political situation in Israel has proven challenging 
for many in our local community who care deeply about 
the country. We and our partners have offered multiple 
events over many months to help people learn more 
about what is happening and to facilitate discussions. 

Here at home, high costs continued to take a toll  
on our partners and the people they serve. 

Across the board, our partners report that inflationary 
pressures are affecting every part of their work. 
Ninety-one percent are concerned or very concerned 

that it will affect community members’ ability to fully 
participate in Jewish life. And 100% of our social service 
partners are concerned or very concerned that it will 
affect their ability to support their clients’ needs.

For five years, we have been bringing community 
together around issues of affordability. 

Together with key partners, we co-hosted an 
Affordability Summit on the experiences of children 
and youth in low-income homes. The three areas of 
focus identified by our Planning Council are advocacy 
for a national breakfast program, creation of a 
single application point for assistance from multiple 
organizations, and development of more inclusive, 
respectful processes.

This year, we made strides in combatting 
antisemitism.

We were proud to see Vancouver City Council and 
Richmond City Council adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working 
definition of antisemitism and the province of BC 
commit to using it as a tool to identify and combat 
hatred. Identifying antisemitism is the first step 
in combatting it, which makes these milestones 
important for all of us, and we want to thank our 
partners and our advocacy agent, the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs, for their work on this.

We also looked internally this year,  
with an eye to the future.

Our senior professional team began work on an 
organizational design initiative intended to build 
significant capacity within the Federation over the 
next several years with greater potential for scalability, 
efficiency, excellence, and agility going forward. 

Our unparalleled impact is possible thanks  
to the strength of our partnerships and  
the cherished trust of our donors.

Collective giving is deeply rooted in our tradition, 
and we play a leadership role in raising the funds our 
community needs to grow from strength to strength. 
We invest strategically in initiatives that keep our 
community strong today, tomorrow, and for years 
to come—as well as in times of crisis. Our partners 
depend on us to generate the support they need 
to deliver the vital programs and services on which 
thousands of people rely.
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During the 2022 Federation Annual Campaign 
period we generated an unprecedented $13.17 
million for our community: $10.24 million directly 
through the Annual Campaign and $2.91 million 
in Additional Support including special project 
funding, community relief, and emergency relief. 

The Jewish Community Foundation’s 
contributions this year surpassed $12.7 
million—a record for our organization.

This is more than double the contributions received 
in the previous fiscal year, which itself exceeded 
the contributions of the year before that. The 
Foundation strategically disbursed a total of $3.7 
million to local, national, and worldwide causes, 
including funding for the Foundation’s Unrestricted 
Grant Program, which allows response to critical 
emerging needs in the community. 

JWest also achieved unprecedented milestones. 

As one of the three lead organizations working 
together to bring JWest to life, we are excited at 
the progress made this year. From announcing 
the Capital Campaign Cabinet to securing $75 
million in funding and philanthropic gifts to a $36 
million matching challenge, this project has gained 
tremendous momentum.

While this Annual Report naturally reflects back  
on the year, we and our partners continue to look 
ahead to new opportunities that will help propel  
our community to new strengths and successes  
that benefit everyone in it. 

IN RECOGNITION OF OUR PARTNERS

Jewish Federation is committed to providing stable and 

reliable financial resources for our partner agencies 

through diverse sources to meet current, emerging, 

and future needs. The following organizations receive 

support through the Federation Annual Campaign, 

our community’s central fundraising initiative. 

SOCIAL SERVICES
Jewish Family Services
Tikva Housing Society
Yaffa Housing Society

SENIOR SERVICES
Jewish Seniors Alliance
Kehila Society of Richmond
L’Chaim Adult Day Centre

COMMUNITY BUILDING
Burquest Jewish 
Community Association
Jewish Community Centre 
of Greater Vancouver
Jewish Federation of 
Greater Vancouver
Kulam Ba’Valley
Peretz Centre for Secular 
Jewish Culture
White Rock/South Surrey 
Jewish Community Centre

YOUTH
Camp Hatikvah
Camp Solomon Schechter
Habonim-Dror Camp Miriam
Hillel BC

JEWISH EDUCATION

Supplementary (Part-Time) 
Programs:
Beth Israel Hebrew 
School and Chai School
Beth Tikvah Hebrew School
Har El/North Shore 
Hebrew School
Or Shalom Religious School
Peretz Centre for Secular 
Jewish Culture

Regional Communities 
Hebrew School
Schara Tzedeck 
Supplementary School
Temple Sholom Religious 
School and Temple Teens
Torah High
White Rock/South Surrey 
Jewish Community Centre

Day Schools:
King David High School
Richmond Jewish Day School
Vancouver Hebrew Academy
Vancouver Talmud Torah

ARTS AND CULTURE
Jewish Museum and 
Archives of BC
Vancouver Holocaust 
Education Centre
Vancouver Jewish Film Centre

NATIONAL PARTNERS
Canada Israel Experience
Coast-to-Coast 
Partnership2Gether
Jewish Federations 
of Canada – UIA

ISRAEL AND OVERSEAS 
PARTNERS
Jewish Agency for Israel 
Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC)
Keren Hayesod

DOMESTIC AND ISRAEL 
ADVOCACY
The Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

Ezra S. Shanken 
Chief Executive Officer

Candace Kwinter
Board Chair
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Community Planning,  
Facilitating, Convening,  
and Generating the Funds

As a Federation, our unique perspective allows us to see the 
bigger picture and leverage our strengths in forging partnerships, 
igniting collaborations, strategically planning for the future, and 
generating the necessary funds to address the ever-evolving 
needs of our community, both now and tomorrow.

 Celebrating Sukkot in White Rock
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SENIORS’ SERVICES 

This past year we continued our monthly 
meetings with our Seniors Services Committee. 
This committee represents all the organizations 
that serve seniors as well as synagogues that 
provide seniors programming. This year, topics 
ranged from advocacy and food security to 
transportation challenges and addressing 
social isolation. We have also continued our 
monthly meetings with partner agencies to 
facilitate information sharing and interagency 
collaboration. 

LOCAL UKRAINIAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY

In response to the growing number of Jewish 
Ukrainians coming to our community, we 
established an advisory committee to determine 
how best to support these newcomers both 
socially and financially. Working with Jewish 
Family Services, several synagogues, Tikva 
Housing and others, we were able to direct funds 
to these families and work with key partners to 
provide additional forms of social support.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY GRANTS

Concerned with how inflation was affecting 
our partner agencies, our Planning Council 
undertook a community survey to determine 
the impact. These results enabled us to have a 
better understanding of the challenges faced by 
our partners and influenced the distribution of 
our Strategic Priority Grants, which were part of 
the allocations cycle this year. 

SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH  
A JEWISH LENS

In March 2022, Jewish Federation launched 
a yearlong partnership with Adama (formerly 
Hazon), the Jewish lab for sustainability, bringing 
together 13 community organizations to engage 
in activities to address climate change. All 
13 organizations, including our own, formed 
green teams and established projects to 
address environmental sustainability at our 
organizations. The partnership concluded this 
past March with a celebration of the successes 
achieved over the past year when organizations 
received their Seal of Sustainability from Adama.

  Jewish Federation receives Adama Seal  
of Sustainability
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Investment in Community –  
Distributions & Allocations

We continue to expand and diversify funding sources for our partners. 
This strategic approach enables organizations to secure funding from 
various channels through Jewish Federation, beyond what they receive 
through their Annual Campaign allocations. Through this we can 
support innovative solutions and creative collaborations that effectively 
address the community’s continuously changing and evolving needs.

Jewish Education  
32%

Social Services  
29%

Local Israel  
Engagement 

10%

Building Trust &  
Regionality 9%

Excellence in  
Education 6%

Wellness  
5%

Global  
10%

Community  
Building 
10%

National  
Commitments  

60%

Seniors 
10%

Youth 
14%

Arts & 
Culture 
5%

*Funds from the 2021 Annual Campaign were allocated in the 2022–23 reporting year.

5.7M 2021 Federation  
Annual Campaign  

Allocations* Breakdown
$3.2M Local

$1.5M National
$1M Israel & Overseas
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Local Funding 
Envelopes

By taking a two-year approach to our 
allocations cycle, we provide stability and 
predictability to more than 30 partner 
organizations that rely on allocations from 
the Federation Annual Campaign in order 
to serve the thousands of people who 
depend on their programs and services.

$3,228,605 LOCAL FUNDING BREAKDOWN BY ENVELOPE

JEWISH EDUCATION  $1,038,700

Day Schools  $816,000

Supplementary Schools  $87,000 

Day School Special Needs  $70,000

PJ Library  $25,000

JCC Education and  
Israel Engagement  $17,700

Classroom Assistants  $13,500

RJDS Community Program  $9,500

SOCIAL SERVICES $939,915

Basic Resources  $377,000

Core Grant  $95,000

Counselling  $91,500

Tikva Housing   $73,000

Housing Coordinator  $56,000

Mental Health Services  $55,000

JCC Program Subsidies  $38,800

Inclusion Services  $34,685

Employment Services  $34,000

Immigrant Financial Aid  $28,350

Settlement and Imigration  $20,000

Yaffa Housing Society  $18,000

Low Cost Counselling  $9,500

JCC Childcare subsidies  $9,080

YOUTH  $460,700

Hillel $226,400

JCC Child and Youth Programs $64,300

Camperships $60,000

JCC Youth Services $25,000

COMMUNITY BUILDING $324,425

JCC Core Grant  $172,000

JCC Community Building  $69,500

White Rock Jewish Community  $26,425

Burquest  $22,000

Peretz Cenre  $20,000

Connect Me In   $9,500

East Side Jews  $5,000 

SENIORS $304,760

L‘Chaim Adult Day Care  $59,000 

Jewish Family Services  
JCC — Seniors  $48,700 

Kehila — Seniors Wellness  $35,250

Home Care  $22,000 

 Jewish Seniors Alliance  
— Peer Counselling  $22,000

Kehila — Food Delivery  $7,560

Richmond Bus  $8,000  

Jewish Seniors Alliance  
— Advocacy  $7,500 

ARTS AND CULTURE $160,105

JCC Cultural Arts  $40,000

Jewish Museum Outreach  $25,300 

 Waldman Library  $24,555 

Community Archives  $17,250 

Rothstein Theatre  $15,000 

Vancouver Holocaust  
Education Centre  
— Commerative Programs  $13,000 

Holocaust Symposia  $12,000 

Jewish Film Festival  $10,000 

Pedagogical Resources  $3,000 
 
 

$12.7M  
 Total Allocations  
& Distributions  
Snapshot:

$5.7M 
Federation Annual 
Campaign* 

$3.7M  
 Jewish Community 
Foundation distributions  
from funds 
Social Services 23%

Jewish Education 18%

Jewish Continuity 14%

Annual Campaign 13%

Scholarships 12%

Seniors 11%

Youth & Young Adults 7%

Arts & Culture 2%

$3.2M  
Special Projects 
Local 60%

Overseas 40%

$90K  
Strategic Priority Grants 

$53K 
Emergency Relief 
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Community 
Building & 
Critical Social 
Services 

Through a collaborative approach 
with our partner organizations, 
we are planning strategically and 
setting priorities to address the 
evolving needs of our community.

Kulam Ba’Valley Hanukkah Party 

GROWTH CONTINUES IN  
REGIONAL COMMUNITIES

Over the past year, we have expanded our 
work and grown our impact in communities 
across the region, with a particular focus on 
Langley, Abbotsford, Whistler, Squamish, 
Delta, and Ladner. Thanks to a generous 
three-year grant from the Ronald S. Roadburg 
Foundation, we have been able to introduce 
a new model of community development by 
hiring “community connectors” who live in the 
communities they serve.

These community connectors are dedicated 
to identifying new opportunities, developing 
new programs and services, building leader-
ship capacity, and pursuing partnerships to 
ensure their community members can par-
ticipate fully in Jewish life, as determined and 
coordinated by the members themselves. 

Affordability Summit  
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It is an innovative approach to community building 
that we are excited to see take shape.

Our community’s growth is not only evident in 
the increased attendance at Hebrew school 
and holiday programming, but in the appetite 
for new community programming that we have 
supported with a focus on mental health awareness 
and climate change as well as diverse activities, 
including painting classes and Israeli dancing, to 
engage and connect with community members.

To guide our work in regional communities, we 
engage the expertise of our Regional Communities 
Committee, comprised of regional community 
representatives. Together with our engagement 
team, they identify emerging issues, explore 
partnerships with Vancouver-based agencies, and 
strive to expand the visibility of emerging Jewish 
communities. Through a strategic planning process, 
the committee helped shape our new model of 
having community connectors who are part of the 
communities they are helping to build. 

CONNECT ME IN EXPANDS REACH

This year, the focus of our Connect Me In program 
has been on building our capacity and expanding 
our reach to engage new community members  
and volunteers. 

Among the work we supported this year was 
the formation of a new society in Langley called 
Kulam Ba’Valley. This group grew from initial work 
we did connecting with individual community 
members during the Fraser Valley floods. Jewish 

community life in Langley is now going from 
strength to strength, as we saw when over 100 
people celebrated at a Hanukkah party co-hosted 
by Kulam Ba’Valley and the Centre for Judaism of 
the Fraser Valley.

Through Connect Me In we have also continued 
to build Jewish connections in Abbotsford and 
the Sea-to-Sky region and developed new 
programming in Burnaby and New Westminster.

JEWISH COMMUNITY AFFORDABILITY 
SUMMIT

In our community, one in six children live in poverty. 
That is why our Planning Council recommended that 
we host another affordability summit, with a specific 
focus on child and youth poverty and the impact it 
has on those growing up in low-income homes.

We were proud to partner with nine community 
agencies to plan and deliver this event, which 
featured keynote speakers including Adrienne 
Montani, executive director of First Call, and Izzy 
Waxman, executive director of Mazon Canada. 
Their insights and expertise helped us explore new 
approaches to addressing poverty and supporting 
those who are most vulnerable.

One of the key outcomes of the summit was a shared 
interest in pursuing a centralized approach to providing 
scholarships and subsidies, as well as advocating 
for a national school breakfast program. We also 
discussed the need to refine service delivery across the 
community to better meet the unique needs of children 
and youth with diverse backgrounds.
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Jewish Education  
and Engaging Youth  
& Young Adults

Jewish Federation prioritizes Jewish education and engaging 
young people to ensure a thriving and lasting community. 
Building a strong Jewish identity through education and 
meaningful connections equips the next generation with 
the knowledge and understanding to contribute to our 
community’s growth and uphold our shared Jewish values.

Youth Mental Health Training 
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PJ LIBRARY RETURNS TO  
IN-PERSON PROGRAMMING

1,320 children 
aged 6 months to  
11 years old receive 
the gift of high 
quality, Jewish books

300 people learned 
to make challah

125 people 
attended Havdalah
PJ Library provides families raising Jewish 
children with a Jewish touchpoint, whatever 
their background, knowledge, family 
composition, or observance level may be. 
Through PJ Library we continued to serve 1,050 

local children and their families. Children aged 
six months to eight years old received the gift of 
high-quality, age-appropriate Jewish children’s 
books on a monthly basis. In addition, 270 local 
children aged nine to 11 years old received 
Jewish-themed chapter books and engaged 
in an online community of their peers through 
PJ Our Way, another program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. 

This year, PJ Library was able to return to in-
person programming. Together with Richmond 
Jewish Day School (RJDS) and Vancouver Talmud 
Torah (VTT), we welcomed over 300 people to 
holiday programming for Rosh Hashanah and 
Sukkot on the North Shore, in Vancouver,  
and in Richmond. 

Our PJ Library program, in partnership with 
VTT, was one of five communities from across 
North America chosen to have our Prizmah 
Engage Grant renewed for a second year. The 
grant supports programming that introduces 
families to Jewish day school education. Thanks 
to the success of our initial grant, our PJ Library 
program also received a second Engage Grant 
to work with RJDS, supporting programming 
such as our Havdalah event that drew over  
125 people. 

 PJ Library
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JEWISH EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAY

This year, for the first time since 2019, the 
professional development day we support 
for educators working at the four Jewish day 
schools and the early childhood education 
program at the JCC, was held in person.  
We welcomed over 170 educators, which is 
an almost 20% increase over previous years. 
Educators had the opportunity to learn from 
preeminent educators from around the world, 
including Avraham Infeld, president emeritus 
of Hillel International and the mind behind 
Birthright Israel, as well as Hannah Beach,  
Dave Stuart Jr., and Adrienne Gear. 

CHILD AND YOUTH MENTAL  
HEALTH OUTREACH

In response to the rising number of children and 
youth struggling with mental health issues, our 
interagency committee recommended that a 
community-based child and youth mental health 
outreach worker be hired to focus on crisis 
intervention, service navigation, and prevention 
services. 

This past August, with the financial support  
of several donor families, we welcomed our 
new child and youth mental health worker,  
Alisa Farina. 

While the original vision for this position has 
evolved, it remains focused on outreach, 
prevention, and professional education.  

The flexibility and mobility of the position has 
allowed us to fill some important gaps within  
the community. These include:

 » Weekly mental health support for students 
who are struggling with anxiety and 
depression. 

 » Meetings with families in their homes to 
provide a combination of support and 
service navigation. These clients, referred 
by the Jewish day schools or community 
agencies, had been unwilling to seek 
services previously. 

 » Monthly meetings with the Jewish day school 
counsellors to work on community-wide 
mental health prevention programs. This 
is the first time that the counsellors have 
come together to discuss issues and share 
experiences.

 » Developing a critical incident response team 
in collaboration with Jewish Family Services 
and the Jewish day school counsellors to 
provide immediate support to students and 
faculty in the event of a school-based crisis. 

 » Working collaboratively with Tikva Housing 
Society to provide mental health education 
and awareness to children and parents living 
in their buildings.

 » Design and delivery of a “Youth 101” 
workshop for new JCC, synagogue,  
and Hillel staff to ensure that they have 
the basic skills to support youth struggling 
with depression and anxiety.

Alisa Farina, child and youth mental health worker
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BEN GURION SOCIETY WELCOMES 
NEW CO-CHAIRS

Engaging young adults in philanthropy is 
important to the future of our community.  
The Ben Gurion Society (BGS), our national 
donor recognition program for young 
professionals ages 25–45 who support 
our community through the Federation 
Annual Campaign with a gift of $1,000 or 
more, continued to welcome new young 
philanthropists to the group this year. Under the 
new leadership of co-chairs Lucy Samuel and 
Tori Segal, BGS grew to 48 members.

Through professional development and 
networking opportunities with top business 
leaders and philanthropists in the community, 
we are inspiring this next generation of 
philanthropists committed to community.

AXIS PARTNERS FOR GREATER REACH

This year, Axis welcomed a full committee of 16 
young adult leaders, with two new co-chairs, 
Rachel Meadow and Adin Mauer. The Axis 

program has incorporated new and exciting 
opportunities for young adults to engage with 
the Jewish community, make new friends, 
develop leadership and professional skills 
and connections, and participate in diverse 
initiatives that are meaningful to them, such as:

 » Held their first sustainability event.

 » Partnered with community organizations  
to give back by providing mishloach manot 
baskets to residents at Louis Brier.

 » Partnered with CJPAC to bring inspiring peer 
panelists who shared the different leadership 
paths they took at their Real Leaders Real 
Journey’s networking event.

Axis  Swap for  
Sustainability event

Lucy Samuel and Tori Segal, BGS Co-Chairs
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Israel & Global 
Engagement

Jewish Federation is dedicated to 
affecting transformative and impactful 
change on a meaningful scale, in Israel 
and around the world. Here at home, we 
foster connections and bridge the gap 
between our local community and Israel.

Throughout the past year, our Israel and 
Global Engagement Committee’s (IGEC) 
primary objective has been to enhance 
the region’s quality of life, stimulate 
growth, and foster prosperity through 
the promotion of mental well-being in 
our partnership region, Etzba Hagalil, 
the Northern Galilee. We supported 
initiatives focused on mental health, 
crisis support, medical education, 
HMO cooperation, food security, waste 
reduction, preventative healthcare,  
and support for individuals with  
special needs. →

Jewish Federation leadership visit  
Ziv Mental Health Clinic 

Visit to Shechafim School  
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MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

Ziv Mental Health Clinic offers psychiatric and 
psychotherapy services to youth and young 
adults in Kiryat Shmona and surrounding areas. 
These services provide assessment, treatment, 
and counselling to individuals and their families. 
They specialize in outpatient services that 
address anxiety, post-traumatic stress, attention 
deficit, and eating disorders. 

Our partnership region has experienced a 
surge in complex and challenging mental health 
issues affecting children and adolescents that 
mirror the trends we have observed locally. 
Consequently, frontline professionals, including 
school counselors, teachers, and clinic staff, 
have experienced a significant increase in 
their workload and referrals. As a result, signs 
of exhaustion and compassion fatigue have 
become increasingly evident.

In response to this pressing situation, and 
with the support of Jewish Federation and 
community donors, Ziv Mental Health Clinic 
is providing staff with targeted training that 
has proven instrumental in enabling them to 
identify and direct referrals to the most suitable 
resources more efficiently, thus alleviating the 
strain faced by both staff and clients. 

NEW EQUIPMENT FOR  
SHECHAFIM SCHOOL

Shechafim School provides tailored support 
to students with complex developmental 
challenges and disabilities within the Mevo’ot 
HaHermon Regional Community. Its dedicated 
team of 80 faculty members, including 
educators, aides, therapists, and volunteers 
are committed to providing a positive learning 
environment for their students.

For the past several years, Shechafim School 
has been operating from a temporary structure 
while awaiting the completion of their new 
building. Their current lack of adaptive spaces 
has made it challenging to provide adequate 
care for the students due to a lack of access 
to rehabilitative equipment and therapeutic 
spaces. In response, Jewish Federation, 
together with private donors, is providing 
funding for the necessary equipment, such as 
Rifton activity chairs and a sensory room, to 
support the school in meeting the unique needs 
of its students.

Shechafin School
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VACATION OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR FAMILIES WITH PERSONS  
WITH DISABILITIES

In the Northern Galilee options for individuals 
with disabilities to enjoy a comfortable family 
vacation are limited. However, within the 
Mevo’ot HaHermon Regional Council, Ma’arag 
stands out as one of the few specialized facilities 
outside of Central Israel to offer comprehensive 
services encompassing treatment, housing, 
social engagement, and leisure activities.

Thanks to the support from Jewish Federation 
and community donors, Ma’arag has 
created a distinctive vacation experience 
tailored to families with members who have 
disabilities. A beautiful and modern facility 
has been meticulously constructed, boasting 
full accessibility and equipped with all the 
necessary amenities for families seeking a 
comfortable and enjoyable getaway.

This vacation opportunity also serves as a much-
needed respite for families and caregivers. It 
offers a safe haven where they can temporarily 
entrust their loved ones to the dedicated care of 
qualified professionals with essential equipment 
while they themselves take a break.

SUPPORTING CONSULAR SERVICES  
IN VANCOUVER

Committed to assisting the growing Israeli 
community across the Lower Mainland with 
more local consular services, Jewish Federation 
has facilitated two Israeli consular visits this past 
year, providing in-person services to over 215 
Israeli citizens and registering 130 newborns 
and children as Israeli citizens. In past years, 
due to the limited in-person verification services 
available, Israeli citizens had to travel to Toronto, 
incurring significant expenses and frustration.

A year of 
impact in 
Ukraine

Our collective response 
in Ukraine is proof of 
the Federation system’s 
impact when we 
support communities 
around the world.

We were able to spring into action 
the day the war broke out because 
we had invested in the necessary 
community infrastructure and nurtured 
it for decades. We strengthen 
communities in more than 70 
countries so that in moments of calm 
we see Jewish life flourish around the 
world, and in moments of crisis we are 
ready to help.
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As we approached the one-year mark of the 
Ukrainian crisis, Jewish Federations across 146 
communities raised $85 million USD, which has 
supported the work of our trusted international 
partners on the ground, the Joint Distribution 
Committee, the Jewish Agency, and World ORT, 
as well as over 85 NGOs operating in Ukraine 
and neighbouring countries and has resulted in:

 » 500,000 people received humanitarian 
assistance, relief, or support

 » 700,000 meals distributed

 » 65,000 people supported in making Aliyah

 » 130,000 received medical care

 » 4,000 medical and mental health 
professionals trained

 » 180,000 Ukrainian newcomers supported  
by our advocacy

 » 214,000 calls to a special Jewish Agency 
hotline to provide guidance

 » 455 buses from Ukraine to its borders

 » Housing of refugees in good hotels

 » Expediting Aliyah within one week,  
and much more.

Together, our community raised close to  
$1 million to support our partners overseas 
and provide assistance locally. In collaboration 
with Jewish Family Services, Tikva Housing and 
other community donors, we have provided 
financial assistance and resources to over 
25 Jewish Ukrainian families including basic 
necessities, settlement assistance, rental 
subsidies, Jewish education subsidies, and 
English classes. We have also provided a grant 
to the Maple Hope Foundation to support 
displaced Ukrainians locally.

This infrastructure took decades and hundreds 

of millions of dollars to build, and our 

Federation system should feel a tremendous 

sense of pride knowing that our investment is 

saving the lives of so many Jews and non-Jews 

on European soil.”  

ERIC FINGERHUT, PRESIDENT AND CEO,  
THE JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA

$85M USD raised across Federation system 
$989K raised by our community

“
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Philanthropic support 
builds for JWest

The JWest project made significant progress 
towards its vision of creating a dynamic and 
inclusive hub for Jewish life and culture in 
Vancouver. In August, a diverse group of 
community leaders and philanthropists was 
announced to lead the capital campaign—
one of the largest capital projects currently 
underway in Vancouver. Gordon and 
Leslie Diamond are serving as honorary 
co-chairs, with Alex Cristall as chair of 
the JWest Capital Campaign Cabinet.

JWest Campaign Cabinet (L–R)

Michael Averbach 

Michelle Pollock 

Marcie Flom 

Eldad Goldfarb 

Neil Pollock 

Lana Marks Pulver 

Barry Glotman 

Gordon (O.C., O.B.C) and 
Leslie Diamond (O.B.C), 
Honorary Co-Chairs 

Alex Cristall, Chair

Shirley Barnett 

Frances Belzberg, O.C., O.B.C

Lisa Pullan 

Josephine Nadel, K.C.

Russ Klein 

Ezra S. Shanken 

Jonathon Leipsic 

Hodie Kahn

JWest rendering 
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The Diamond Foundation led the way with 
the first philanthropic contribution to the 
project. Their match gift of $25 million is the 
largest donation ever made by the Diamond 
Foundation and was integral in the kickstarting 
of fundraising. Twenty-four families from the 
community generously met their match, which 
positioned the JWest project with $50 million 
raised toward the capital campaign target of 
$160+ million by September 2022, exceeding 
any capital campaign project in the history of 
our Jewish community. 

The Dayhu Group of Companies in association 
with the Ben & Esther Dayson Charitable 
Foundation, under the leadership of Shirley 
Barnett and Philip Dayson, were the first of the 
24 families to contribute to the Diamond match 
with a generous gift of $5 million. Shirley Barnett 
and Philip Dayson have been among JWest’s 
first supporters and provided seed funding early 
on for the project. 

The federal government also confirmed its 
support for the project, pledging $25 million 
towards the redevelopment of the JCC. The 
Honourable Pablo Rodriguez, Minister of 
Canadian Heritage shared that this “investment 
is part of our commitment to an inclusive 
Canada that is strong and proud of its diversity. 

Supporting cultural facilities is essential, not only 
to retain their viability today, but to help them 
flourish for generations to come. We are proud 
that our support for the Jewish Community 
Centre of Greater Vancouver will strengthen 
Holocaust education, improve accessibility to 
arts and heritage, and combat antisemitism.” 
This significant investment joins the $25 
million in support provided by the Provincial 
Government of BC in April 2021 and are the 
single largest donations to a Jewish project in 
BC and in Canada.

The start of the New Year saw the Ronald S. 
Roadburg Foundation and the Al Roadburg 
Foundation announce a monumental $36 
million matching challenge for JWest, marking 
the single largest donation given to the JWest 
project. This is the first time the two private 
charitable foundations collaborated on a 
major initiative, and their hope is to inspire the 
community to follow their lead through the 
Roadburg family’s legacy. 

For more information visit JWestnow.com. 

We gratefully acknowledge the support this 
project has received from the Government 
of British Columbia and the Government of 
Canada.

Once in a lifetime, an opportunity arises that will truly influence the lives of 

generations to come. JWest is that opportunity. A Jewish community project 

at heart, its legacy will stretch beyond, creating an invaluable asset for all.”

GORDON DIAMOND, O.B.C, O.C. 
HONORARY CO-CHAIR

“
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Generating the Resources: 
Together, we made  
Amazing Happen  
for our community! 

We raised $13.17 million through the Annual Campaign.  
Here is the breakdown: $10.24 million through 
the 2022 Annual Campaign and $2.91 million in 
Additional Support. (Includes additional special project 
funding, community relief, and emergency relief.)

Annual Campaign Opening  

Annual Campaign opening 
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As the central fundraising initiative for our 
community, the Federation Annual Campaign 
supports the vital programs and services 
delivered by more than 30 partner organizations 
locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Allocations from the Annual Campaign provide 
our partners with a stable source of funding on 
which they can rely to serve the thousands of 
people who rely on them. It also enables us to 
provide additional grants to partners whose 
initiatives deliver on the strategic priorities of 
our community. Thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, we and our partners can meet the 
evolving needs of our community today, plan 
for tomorrow, and respond to unexpected 
challenges. 

Under the leadership of campaign chair, Lana 
Marks Pulver, the Annual Campaign set out to 
address new challenges and reach new heights. 
While we put much of the pandemic’s initial 
impact behind us, soaring costs due to the 
highest inflation Canada has seen in 40 years 
compounded many of the challenges that our 
partner agencies and the thousands of people 
that they serve were facing. 

Thanks to our donors’ tzedakah and 
committment to community, we made Amazing 
Happen and surpassed the $10 million mark for 

the first time! Collective giving is deeply rooted 
in our tradition, and we play a leadership role in 
raising the funds our community needs to grow 
from strength to strength.

$13.17M raised  
for community

2,400+ donors

215 volunteer 
canvassers

900+ donors gave 
for the first time or 
increased their gift
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REUNITED AND STRONGER THAN EVER

This was the first year in three years that we 
could gather again in person as a community. 
We welcomed over 700 people to the 
Federation Annual Campaign opening event 
where we engaged in the important discussion 
of mental health with Mayim Bialik and Jonathan 
Cohen and heard from local expert panelists 
and keynote speaker, Fran Drescher. 

Our signature Women’s Philanthropy event, 
Choices, drew newcomers from the Sea-to-
Sky corridor to White Rock/South Surrey. 
More than 400 women came together, united 
in strengthening our community through 
tzedakah. We welcomed six new Lions of Judah, 
women who make a commitment of $5,000  
or more in their own name, bringing the total  
to 198 in our pride. 

Major donors had the exclusive opportunity  
to learn more about some of the biggest issues 

affecting Jewish communities today, including 
Israel-diaspora relations, developing the next 
generation of Jewish leaders, and forging 
bonds with other communities at receptions 
featuring Julie Platt, chair of Jewish Federations 
of North America, and Marcy Grossman, former 
Ambassador to the UAE.

SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDING

Jewish Federation works closely with donors to 
generate special project funding to meet high-
priority needs in our local community and in our 
partnership region in Israel, outside of the local 
allocations process. In the 2022–23 fiscal year, 
donors supported a wide range of projects 
including regional communities’ outreach, 
mental health, Jewish education, food security, 
affordable housing, security, Beit Vancouver, 
and PJ Library.

Choices 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION CELEBRATES A RECORD 
YEAR OF CONTRIBUTIONS

The Jewish Community Foundation’s mission 
is to ensure the long-term sustainability of our 
community by creating permanent endowments 
that provide support to organizations and 
causes on which many of us depend. The 
Foundation’s unwavering commitment to our 
shared Jewish values of klal Israel, tikkun olam, 
and tzedakah guide its work and ensure that 
investments made today provide a strong base 
of support for the future. 

The Foundation invests and manages 
philanthropic funds and uses the investment 
income generated to distribute grants to local, 
national, and worldwide causes in accordance 
with the wishes of fund holders. This type of 
giving enables donors to make gifts today that 
will continue to make an impact long after they 
are gone. 

This was an unprecedented year of growth for the 
Foundation, with over $12 million in contributions 
to funds under management. This success is a 
sign of the community’s trust in the Foundation’s 
expertly managed portfolio, and its over 30 years 
of experience as a funder of Jewish communal 
institutions and causes. It is also a testament to 
fund holders’ commitment to supporting and 
strengthening our Jewish community. 

When donors invest in community through 
their funds held at the Foundation, the impact 
is substantial. This past year, the Foundation 
disbursed $3.7 million in grants to a wide range of 
organizations providing critical services, programs 
that enrich our lives, and many that contribute to 
the continuity of our Jewish traditions.

In uncertain times, the Foundation’s long-
term approach provides the stability that our 
community needs and the reassurance that 
what we value today will be supported for 
generations to come.

$3.7M Distributed 
from Funds at the 
Jewish Community 
Foundation

$88M+ Assets 
Under Management 

Managing 370 
Endowment Funds
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION GENERAL  FOUNDATION 2023 2022 
 FUND  FUND TOTAL TOTAL

 $ $ $ $

Assets

Current assets:

Cash 6,287,561 520,990 6,808,551 15,890,228 

Pledges receivable 2,673,314 — 2,673,314 1,908,472 

Other receivables 827,384 148,750 976,134 730,565

Interfund advances 2,347,684 (2,347,684)   —   — 

Prepaid expenses 165,826 — 165,826 51,071

 12,301,769 (1,677,944) 10,623,825 18,580,336

Non-current assets:

State of Israeli Bonds, at amortized cost 5,074 435,456 440,530 435,138 

Pledges receivable and other assets  658,500 505,305 1,163,805 —

Related party loan receivable  450,000 — 450,000 — 

Investments, at fair value — 85,443,120 85,443,120 73,784,660

Tangible capital assets  59,046 — 59,046 310,407

Intangible assets 225,751 — 225,751 —

 1,398,371 86,383,881 87,782,252 74,530,205

TOTAL 13,700,140 84,705,937 98,406,077 93,110,541

Liabilities & Net Assets

Current liabilities:        

Payables and accruals  4,979,656 494,146 5,473,802 5,976,547

Grants and allocations payable  2,142,566  —  2,142,566  2,209,660

Due to other charitable entities  417,417 4,069,965 4,487,382 2,521,482

Deferred revenue  2,961,029 — 2,961,029 3,325,216

  10,500,668 4,564,111 15,064,779 14,032,905

Net Assets  3,199,472 80,141,826 83,341,29 79,077,636 

TOTAL  13,700,140 84,705,937 98,406,077 93,110,541

Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 
Condensed Statement of Financial Position and Operations

MARCH 31, 2023, WITH COMPARATIVE INFORMATION FOR 2022

These financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2023 are derived from the audited financial 
statements prepared by our independent auditors, KPMG LLP. The complete set of audited financial 
statements is available online at jewishvancouver.com/news-and-publications/annual-reports

Financials
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These financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2023 are derived from the audited financial 
statements prepared by our independent auditors, KPMG LLP. The complete set of audited financial 
statements is available online at jewishvancouver.com/news-and-publications/annual-reports

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS GENERAL  FOUNDATION 2023  2022 
 FUND  FUND TOTAL TOTAL

 $ $ $ $

Revenue

Annual Campaign Pledges  9,439,060 — 9,439,060 8,740,120 

Contributions  — 9,690,310 9,690,310 5,763,464

 9,439,060 9,690,310 19,129,370 14,503,584

Miscellaneous donations, grants  
& other income  5,017,631 3,334,502 8,352,133 5,381,450

  14,456,691 13,024,812 27,481,503 19,885,034 

Investment Income, net 459,429 (1,065,933) (606,504) 3,614,356

 14,916,120 11,958,879 26,874,999 23,499,390 

Expenditures

Operating  1,140,710 269,208 1,409,918 1,354,208 

Fundraising  2,288,952 403,813 2,692,765 2,363,514 

Grants and allocations 12,745,614 5,990,491 18,736,105 15,346,663

Jewish Community Hub costs  (227,451) — 227,451 231,696 

 15,947,825   6,663,512  22,611,337   19,296,081

Excess of revenues over  
expenditures and allocations  (1,031,705) 5,295,367 4,263,662 4,203,309

Net Assets, beginning of year  3,183,945 75,893,691 79,077,636 4,874,327

Interfund Transfers  1,047,232 (1,047,232) — — 

Net Assets, end of year  3,199,472 80,141,826 83,341,298 79,077,636

Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 
Condensed Statement of Financial Position and Operations

MARCH 31, 2023, WITH COMPARATIVE INFORMATION FOR 2022
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