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About the United Jewish    
Federation of Utah
Established in 1943, the United Jewish Federation of Utah 
is an inclusive volunteer-driven organization dedicated 
to preserving, enriching and caring for the Utah Jewish 
community and Jewish communities around the world.

The Utah Federation is affi liated with The Jewish 
Federations of North America (JFNA), which represents 
close to 600 communities. JFNA is among the most 
infl uential charities in North America.

Through our Anti-Semitism Task force, we continue to 
raise awareness among local media and public offi cials 
of the increase in Anti-Semitism and work with national 
and local law enforcement to confront such heinous acts 
in our schools and community.   

We must not forget that there are many who continue to 
need our assistance.  A strong Federation ensures that 
we can be there for those in need. We are guardians of 
the Utah Jewish community.

Things we 
thought you’d 
like to know. 

2020 Programming Reached  
New Heights

 • Over 600 children (ages   
  6 months – 8 years) received   
  PJ Library  books each month

 • More than 300 women    
  attended our monthly women’s  
  events throughout the year

 • Over 400 men attended our   
  monthly men’s night out events  
  throughout the year

 • More than 300 Israeli meals   
  were sold at our Celebrate   
  Israel event

 • Over 200 attended our Yom   
  Hashoa Commemoration event

 • More than 1500 people   
   attended our Federation online  
  programming throughout this   
  very challenging year.

• Care for individuals and families who are vulnerable and at risk• Care for individuals and families who are vulnerable and at risk

• Deepen engagement and enhance Jewish identity• Deepen engagement and enhance Jewish identity

• Strengthen bonds among Jews in Utah and with Jewish    • Strengthen bonds among Jews in Utah and with Jewish    
  communities across the globe  communities across the globe

Our Mission A letter from our President 
and Executive Director

September 2021

Dear Friends of the United Jewish Federation of Utah,

For almost 80 years we have worked with our supporters and partners to identify and address the 
most pressing needs in our community, ultimately impacting the lives of those who need our help 
the most —here in Utah and around the world. 

Both the challenges we faced during the Covid year and the way our donors rose to meet those 
challenges were never more monumental. Your generosity not only allowed us to meet the unique 
needs that the pandemic presented, but gave us the ability to continue to fund vital programs that 
engage the next generation in Jewish life, serve the most vulnerable among us, and advocate for 
Israel and Jewish communities throughout the world. 

During 2020 we were comforted, encouraged, and humbled by the outpouring of generosity from 
our community.  We were especially proud that we were able to:

•  Deliver local emergency funding for Utahns affected by Covid-19 and extend that support across 
the globe to Jewish communities in need and to those on the front lines fi ghting this pandemic.

• Continue our fi ght against hate, bias, and bigotry of all kinds through our anti-Semitism Task 
Force – which has built strong alliances and partnerships with leaders of so many vulnerable and 
affected communities in Utah.

• Provide Jewish education and a sense of community to our children and young adults; as well as 
offered so many fun and creative ways to socialize and connect during a very isolating time.

With a hopeful outlook for the future and a focus on strategy and innovation, we are committed 
to engaging a diverse group of Jews in new ways, to light their spiritual fi res, and to make a lasting 
impact in our community. 

To those of you just getting to know us, we invite you to learn more about our impact and how you 
can partner with us to continue our work in a way that is meaningful to you.   

On behalf of the United Jewish Federation of Utah 
and it's Board of Trustees and professional staff, we 
are humbled by your generosity and trust and your 
support to ensure that our Utah Jewish community is 
a vibrant place to live, work, play and be Jewish.

Jodie Sobel, Board Chair

Alex Shapiro, Executive Director
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W H Y  W E  R A I S E  M O N E Y :  
To support and care for Jewish people in 

need, locally and around the world.  
We do this in partnership with 

a network of local, national 
and international agencies. 
Together, we touch 
countless lives.

IMPACT: 
■ Local 68%
■Overseas 32%

■ Scholarships /Education 9%

■ Community Impact 19%

■ Community Programming 3%

■ Local Grants & Allocations 37%

■Overseas Grants &         
     Allocations 32%

Scholarships / 
Education

Mike Zuhl

Bill Oshinsky

2020 Areas of Impact

Special 
thanks 
to our 
Campaign 
Chairs

John Davis

Community Grant Program
In 2020, we provided more than $152,000 to Jewish organizations.

The United Jewish Federation of Utah provides grants to agencies in the Utah 
community to fund programs which: 
 • Deepen engagement in Jewish life with an emphasis on strengthening the Jewish  
  identity of the next generation
 • Care for those who are vulnerable
 • Facilitate support and connection with Israel or advocating for the Jewish world

AGENCIES        PROGRAMS RECEIVING FEDERATION GRANTS

Chabad Lubavitch of Utah.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Project Heart 
 Religious School & Day Camp     
 Young Jewish Professionals

Chabad Lubavitch of Park City.  .  .  .  .  Shabbat Dinner Program

Chabad Lubavitch of Southern Utah. . Holiday Programming

Congregation Brith Sholem .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Religious School

Congregation Kol Ami .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rafi  Schwartz Religious School
 Kol Ami Jewish Youth (KAJY)     

Hillel for Utah.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Engagement Intern Program

I.J. & Jeanne Wagner.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  B’nai B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO)

Jewish Community Center  Jewish Arts Festival
 Early Childhood Center - Ethical Start
 Early Childhood Center - Shabbat/Holiday Programs

Jewish Family Service .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Project ChaZakeyn - Senior Care
 Safety Net Services

The McGillis School.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Hebrew Language Course      
 Ethics and Culture Program

Temple Har Shalom.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mitzvah Day
 Religious School       
 Youth Programming

$38,427

$78,319

Community 
Impact

$14,794

Community 
Programming

$152,767

Local Grants     
& Allocations

$133,680

Overseas Grants 
& Allocations
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BEECHAIS – Creating Community for Young Adults
The Federation’s goal is to strengthen our community by o� ering young adults the 
opportunity to experience Jewish life in ways that are connective, inspiring, fun and 
meaningful. Federation’s unique perspective allows it to build relationships within 
our community’s young adult population and to meet both individual and collective 
needs through outreach, engagement, and programming. Over the years, almost 
200 young adults have participated in our young adult programs.

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – Building Friendships and Community
This long-time program strives to create community through educational, 
personal, and social presentations and discussions. These monthly gatherings have 
fostered personal relationships, long-lasting friendships, and a connection to our 
Jewish community. During the challenges of 2020, participation was at an all-time 
high as was the feeling of being connected.  Discussion topics range from personal 
stories, current events, and a variety of interesting and meaningful subjects.

Building Community Together  

We are proud of our Shlicha, Talia Goldberg, who is one of Israel’s outstanding emissaries 
(shlichim) and the work she has done in our community since September 2019. While 
challenged by Covid restrictions, she continued to provide a personal connection to 
Israel by teaching about Israeli experiences and speaking authentically about Jewish 
social activism, faith and culture. Talia taught in our religious schools and led programs 
for Hillel throughout the year. In addition, she organized many events for young and old 
that gave the opportunity for attendees to learn about Jewish holidays, food and the 
land of Israel. With a return to more normal interactions, we are continually looking for 
ways for Talia to engage with the community. If you have ideas or would like to meet 
Talia, please contact us. She is an amazing resource for our entire community and will 
be with us through August 2022.

PRIDE SEDER – Supporting Togetherness
In March 2020, the Federation hosted the 4th Annual Pride Seder, one of the 
largest Seders in the United States, with over 100 people attending via zoom. 
The Seder highlighted the experiences of the LGBTQ Jewish community, and 
created a sense of togetherness for LGBTQ Jews in Utah and beyond.

COMMUNITY SHLICHA – A Personal Connection to Israel

Each year the Federation hosts and coordinates Holocaust commemoration events 
for Yom Hashoa and plans the celebration of Israel’s Birthday on Yom Ha’atzmaut.  
Both events are well attended and foster a meaningful connection with Israel.

BUILDING COMMUNITY – Making a Di� erence

Community Grants & Allocations

THANK YOU for supporting the Utah Federation’s mission of enriching and caring for Jewish communities, locally and 
around the world. We are happy to invest in three new programs which we hope you will fi nd engaging and connective.

TOGETHER We’re lending a hand in Argentina • Carol Levy, Chair
Even before coronavirus, Argentina’s Jews were struggling to make ends meet as the 
country’s unstable economy entered its third year of recession.
Infl ation and price-hikes on basic items placed enormous strain on middle and lower-in-
come households, as well as on seniors living on fi xed incomes. The coronavirus made 
things worse as previously self-su�  cient Jews fell into poverty. 

The Jewish Federation of Utah is committed to helping the small Jewish communities of 
Cordoba and Mendoza, where the Covid-19 vaccine is scarce. Together we can provide 
families with food, personal items, medicine, rent and utility bills. 

TOGETHER  We’re helping Kfar Silver Youth Village, Israel • Dganit Herzig Slovik, Chair
As part of our commitment to global Jewish life we have chosen to lend our support to 
World ORT’s Kfar Silver Youth Village, an extraordinary school near Israel’s Gaza border.

Kfar Silver Youth Village is a rural boarding school which provides higher level education to Isra-
el’s most at risk students, as well as new immigrants and children from the surrounding region. 

The Utah Federation has chosen to support a unique, multi-faceted Dropout Prevention 
Program designed for students who require additional assistance to complete their coursework. 
This program raises self-esteem and encourages teamwork, addressing students’ academic 
and emotional challenges. Our collaboration with Kfar Silver will provide opportunities for 
interactions between the Utah Jewish community and residents of the Village.  

TOGETHER 
Three Exciting New Initiatives for 2021

TOGETHER We’re aiding Jewish youth with disabilities at Camp Ometz • Jodie Sobel, Chair
Camp Ometz (Courage) is a program that brings Jewish teenagers with disabilities to Utah 
for a week of healing and physical challenge at Park City’s National Ability Center. Com-
bined with local Jewish community programming, their week in the mountains is therapeu-
tic, impactful and inspirational.
The participants will have a life-changing opportunity to learn to ski and snowboard. Through 
experiencing the challenges in the mountains, they gain confi dence, serenity, and exhilaration.  

The Utah Federation has chosen to create this new program for Jews with disabilities to 
raise self-esteem and enable participants to discover their abilities.
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WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY IN UTAH – Chair: Michele Sackheim Wein
The Women’s Philanthropy of the Jewish Federation of Utah o� ers a host of meaningful 
ways for women to make an impact on our Jewish community. Whether your interests lie 
in education, networking, fundraising or community service, our Boards and Councils o� er 
something for everyone. Whether you’re in Salt Lake City, Park City or beyond, we provide 
wonderful opportunities to meet other women who share your interests and passions.  

Our groups are made up of dedicated women of all ages, both full-time residents and part-
timers who support United Jewish Federation of Utah’s philanthropic and community mission. 
Our energy is rooted in the spirit of Klal Yisrael, the belief that all Jews are responsible for one 
another. Each group serves to educate, inspire and connect women, leveraging the power of 
the collective. In upholding our Jewish responsibility, we fundraise, develop leadership and 
perform mitzvot to make a profound impact locally, in Israel and around the world.

WOMEN’S LUNCH AND LEARN – Chair: Amy Goodman
This program was created 11 years ago and is going strong today. Each month, 
women from around the Park City community come together to enjoy each others' 
company and to learn together. This year, our focus changed to discussions that 
centered on issues in Park City and Israel with participants and speakers Zoom-ing 
in from all over the US.

Women’s Philanthropy in Utah 

WOMEN’S DINNER AND DISCUSSION – Chair: Diane Hartz Warso� 
This monthly group has been going strong for 6 years and meets one evening each 
month in homes in the Salt Lake City area. Women are invited to join together 
for an evening presentation by other women in our community. Presentations and 
discussions center on topics inside the social action and social welfare sphere in our 
Utah communities.

This newly formed group in Utah, is made up of women who give a minimum family 
gift of $5000 to Utah’s annual Federation campaign. We had a very successful virtual 
launch event with guest speaker Rabbi Sherre Hirsch and had women from other Lion 
communities join in via Zoom. We have many more events being planned for 2021, both 
in person and virtually. Lion of Judah is a nationally recognized program within the Jewish 
Federation of North America and this year there have been exciting programs o� ered 
virtually for everyone. 

LION OF JUDAH – Chair: Michele Sackheim Wein

Join like-minded women to make a profound impact on our 
Jewish community, locally, in Israel and around the world.

Something magical happens when parents sit down and read to 
their children. Our investment in PJ Library allows for almost 600 
children in our community to receive books monthly and to read 
Jewish stories that talk about values and traditions that are im-
portant to them. In addition to stimulating imagination and pro-
viding essential building blocks for literacy, we o� er programming 
and hands-on activities throughout the year that encourage PJ 
families to come together as a community.

PJ Library

Scholarships 

Engaging Community

TEEN TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIPS FUND
These scholarships encourage Utah’s Jewish teens to experience an 
intensive overseas travel experience as part of their quest to increase 
their Jewish identity. Teens would typically take part in a nationally 
recognized travel/study program, with trips to Israel or other places fi lled 
with Jewish history.

SLEEPAWAY CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
One of the greatest keys to ensuring a Jewish future is participation 
in Jewish summer camp. It is a place where young people find Jewish 
role-models and create lifelong friendships. Overnight camp is also a 
place where our youth interact daily with other young Jews – and with 
their Jewishness.

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
The Federation believes it has an obligation to ensure that every child in 
our community, regardless of the family’s ability to pay, should benefi t 
from Jewish experiences locally. This fund provides scholarships for 
religious school, as well as the Jewish Community’s day camp and early 
childhood programs.

Michele 
Sackheim Wein

Diane Hartz 
Warsoff

Amy Goodman
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Donor Profi les

Chicagoans Michele and Joe Wein, both have long family traditions 
of Jewish community involvement and met as members of the UJA 
National Young Leadership Cabinet.  Tzedakah is a natural part of 
their lives and inspired their involvement in both the Los Angeles 
and Chicago Jewish Federations.

When they became part-time Park City residents, they were im-
pressed by the vibrant and embracing Jewish community and want-
ed to become involved and invest in their new community.  Michele 
explained, “We have a home in two communities and believe that 
we should give where we live.

Ultimately, it’s not just what we do but why we do it — which is to cre-
ate the kind of enduring Jewish community we all want and need, 
based on shared goals and Jewish values.  And we have a strong 
interest in building this community in Utah.   That is why we choose 
to give locally in Utah as well as in our primary community.”

Michele and Joe Wein “Give where you live”“Give where you live”

Danielle Feldman Karr and Josh Karr hadn’t been involved in Fed-
eration activities when they settled in Salt Lake City, but they were 
soon looking for a Jewish community.  They connected with the 
BeeChais, the Utah Federation’s young adult group. There they 
found everyone welcoming and appreciated the positive messag-
es coming out of the Federation get-togethers and events. They 
quickly made friends with other young adults in the community and 
started volunteering to assist the organization that helped them 
fi nd these great friendships. They are proud to continue to support 
the Federation, with Danielle recently becoming a Utah Federation 
Board member. As Danielle and Josh expressed: “Federation gave 
us the community we needed when we needed it.”

Danielle Feldman Karr 
and Josh Karr

“Federation gave us what we “Federation gave us what we 
needed when we needed it.”needed when we needed it.”

Thank You Donors
Adam and Cindy Bronfman

John Davis and Mary Gootjes
Steven and Ilene Klausner

Phyllis Maizlish
Barry and Jodie Sobel

Andrea Alcabes
Jack and Darcy Amiel
Alan and Andalin Bachman
Barry and Amy Baker
Richard and Andrea Barros
Paul and Ann Bernstein
Ed and Marsha Bronsky
Neill and Linda Brownstein
Mark and Carla Cantor
Stewart and Marcia Cohen
Jeff and Dale Cohen
Bruce and Lynn Cohne
Geoff and Jeanne Crockett
Paul and Jackie Daniels
Brad and Linda Demsey
Gary Doctorman
Bill and Joy Erickson
Ron and Toba Essig
David and Mary Farkas
Ira and Lili Field
Simon and Joy Fisher
Dan and Nancy Freifeld
Robert and Marilyn Gellert 
Mark and Sharon Gilbert
Michael and Sheryl Ginsberg
Aaron Goldberg
Gerald and Cathy Goldman
Larry Goldsmith
Myles and Carolyn Greenberg
Bill and Corree Grodnik
Bernard Grosser and Karen McArthur
Fred Gysi and Patty Linden
Leonard Haas and Abby Gottsegen
Richard Hadley and Phyllis Raskin

Margaret Hatch
Don and Judy Horwitz
Richard and Sheri Jaffa
Richard Kanner and Suzanne Stensaas
Neil Kaplan
Charles and Bettina Katz
Sam and Rona Kipper
David Kliger and Phyllis Mandel
Linda Kottler
David Kupfer and Ellen Frank
Gary and Fran Lapin
Donald and Alice Lappé
Jason and Casey Lebwohl
Michael and Cara Levinson
Herb Lichtenstein and Barbara Hylander
Peter Linsey and Judith Meshorer-Linsey
Cantor Laurence and Nomi Loeb
Kathy Lynch
Dan Magilavy and Cynthia Mekrut
Mitchell and Tammy Manassa
Avi Markowitz and Elana Spitzberg
Daniel and Noemi Mattis
Donna Milavetz
Steven and Judy Miller
Elliot Mitchell Family Foundation
Rachel Varat-Navarro
Ted and Risa Offi t
Morton Pellatt and Martha Slattery
Robert Pearlman and Tina Vagnoni
Price Family Foundation
Tyler and Shaina Quinn
Richard and Helen Rappaport
Steven and Stacey Rauch
Dave Reichert

Marty and Laura Reininger
Steven Richman and Jodi Schwartz
Josh Rogoff and Lauren Fredman
Steve and Bonnie Rokeach
Toby Rosenblatt
H. Scott Rosenbush and Cindy Zimmerman
Pete Schwager
Roger and Amy Segal
Michael Shapot and    
Chaye Zuckerman Shapot
Daniel and Diane Siegel
Gordon and Geri Siegel
Michael and Rita Skolnick
Steel Encounters
Brad and Robin Stein
Thomas and Barbara Steinmetz
Mark and Ellen Stern
Tony Sweet
Harvey and Freida Sweitzer
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Phil and Racheel Taussky
Scott and Suzanne Tilson
Transworld Business Advisors of 
Utah County
Bernard Wein
Ronald Weiss and Peggy Ahlin
Julie Wolfe
Michael Wolfe
Judy Wolfe
Bob and Carol Wolff
Frank and Betty Yanowitz
Ron and Janna Zamir
Mike and Susan Zuhl

Ben Gurion Society ($1000 - $4999)

Mark and Chris Baer
James and Harriet Berg
Larry and Judy Brownstein
Alan and Orlene Cohen
Bob and Cathy Dern
John and Sherri Fogelman
Marty and Sheila Gelman
David and Susan Green
Bruce and Rona Greenwald
Stewart and Jody Gross
Michael and Barbara Horowitz
Harry and Margie Immerman
Jim and Robyn Isaacson

Ken and Margaret Jacobs
Richard and Helene Jaffe
Marv Neuman
Ben and Hilary Nitka
Glenn and Susan Rothman
Alex and Lavine Shapiro
Adam and Dganit Slovik 
Marc and Melissa Sternfi eld
Richard and Polly Strasser
Art Warsoff and Diane Hartz Warsoff
Joe and Michele Wein
Jason and Eliane Wiese
Marty and Sherri Zigman

Darrel and Anne Brodke
The Church of Jesus Christ of   
Latter-day Saints
Ken and Amy Goodman
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Jay and Julie Jacobson
Ted and Carol Levy
Scott Maizlish and Erinn Lynch
William and Elissa Oshinsky
Jim and Barbara Schallheim
Steven and Shelley Schwartz

Joshua Society ($10,000 - $24,999)

King David Society ($25,000 plus)

Lion of Judah / Solomon Society ($5000 - $9999)
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our Annual Report Editors,  
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Mark and 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jodie Sobel, President
John D. Davis, VP Financial Resources Development
Bill Oshinsky, VP Planning and Allocations
Ron Zamir, VP Community Relations
Diane Hartz Warsoff, Treasurer
Ben Nitka, Secretary
Dganit Herzig Slovik, Past President
Mark Baer
Danielle Feldman Karr
Lauren Fredman
Amy Goodman
Bruce Greenwald
Dick Jaffe
Carol Levy
Michele Sackeim Wein
Mike Zuhl

UJF STAFF
Alex Shapiro, Executive Director
Joy Fisher, Development Coordinator
Elena Weissburd, Accounting
Talia Goldbeg, Community Shlicha
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—  B R O N Z E  —

Federation Board 
of Trustees


