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The Thief of Millions of Lives: Intolerance 

“It cannot be that two million Germans should have fallen in vain . . . No, we do not pardon, we 

demand -- vengeance.” declared Hitler in 1922, as a response to Germany’s loss of its colonial empire in 

WWI after the Treaty of Versailles was signed. Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933, when President Paul 

Von Hindenburg declared him chancellor, and alongside him were the nefarious Nazi Party. Although they 

had gained the support of majority of the German population, Hitler and his followers posed a major threat 

to minorities in the region, namely, the Jews. Under Hitler’s rule, opposing viewpoints, sympathy or 

empathy for the other race were intolerable offenses, punishable by death; the unfathomable injustices 

that wracked Germany during his reign spared no one. The Nazi party’s heavily nationalistic sentiments and 

love for their nation quickly became a blanket of hatred threatening to suffocate millions of innocent 

individuals, and eventually did so in the devastating Holocaust. The killings of German allies and the 

persecution and genocide of the Jewish people taken place in Hitler’s Germany were evidence of tyranny of 

the highest degree; it was cruelty which could hardly be justified as simple injustice.  

Intolerance became heavily widespread in Germany, and was normalized as the appropriate 

approach to suppressing opposing views. Radios and media under state control indoctrinated the country 

with propaganda of the Nazi party, and any disapproval of their ideology was strictly forbidden and 

punished. The country’s population adopted hatred, hostility and prejudice as the norm as a result, in fear 

of retaliation from not only the Nazis, but from friends and family.  The Nazi Party also strictly opposed 
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modernism, as they sought to preserve the traditional values of Germany. In pursuit of an ideal Germany, 

Hitler’s reign was characterized by intolerance for anything that strayed from this bigoted vision. Each 

desire for the country was pursued using violence as a political tool, and prejudice as the truth north of 

their compass of values. 

In Adolf Hitler’s intolerant Germany, hatred and injustice towards the Jews was an act of nobility; a 

protection of sacred and fundamental German values. The Nazi ideology stated that the Germans were the 

“Aryan” master race, with the goal to “racially purify” Germany of its “Non-Aryan” population. The Poles, 

Russians, Gypsies, homosexuals, communists, and Jehovah’s witnesses were all victims of this heavy 

intolerance in Nazi Germany alongside the Jews, although to a lesser degree, and were viewed as unsightly 

marks on the perfect canvas of the Aryan Germany. Anti-Semitic propaganda became mainstream 

throughout the country and people fostered a communal sense of immense hatred towards the Jews. The 

Nazi Party also participated in spreading false rumours and narratives, sensationalizing Jews as dirty, 

scheming criminals plotting against the world, and as urban capitalists threatening traditional German 

culture. Upon his rise to power, Hitler enacted policies that heavily restricted Jewish life, forbidding Jews 

from attending universities, excluding them from government-related jobs, divesting them of their land-

ownership rights, and prohibiting them from producing kosher meat. In 1935, matters further escalated for 

Jews when Hitler implemented the Nuremberg Laws, depriving them of their citizenship and forbidding 

marriage and sexual relations between Jews and Germans. The laws also consigned Jews to live in ghettos 

in efforts to isolate them from the rest of society. In these ghettos, they were subject to harsh, deadly 

conditions, forced to suffer through lack of medication and food, widespread disease, and heavy 

restrictions.  

The discrimination against the Jews eventually reached a culmination that would devastate the 

world for decades to come; when the intolerance and injustice practiced through restrictions in Jewish lives 

failed to suffice in the eyes of the Nazi Party, in 1942 Adolf Hitler initiated the “Final Solution”. This plan 

was a demonstration of hatred unparalleled by any other, with the goal to completely extinguish Jews off 

the European continent. After straining them into the horrendous conditions of the labour camps and 



forcing them to live behind electric fences in the ghettos, the Nazis sent the Jews to death camps, the 

largest of which, the Auschwitz concentration camp, consisted of over 40 extermination centers. Originally 

used as a Polish National Guard Camp, Auschwitz served as the centralized station for the torture and killing 

of the innocent Jews by the Nazi Party, where devastating technology including gas chambers and 

crematoria aided in the mass slaughter of the prisoners. By the end of the “Final Solution”, six million Jews 

lost their lives in addition to the other five million who were not Jews.  

Germany under the rule of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party was a desolate and depraved sight; one 

which was fuelled by hatred, intolerance, injustice, pain and death. The standard of traditional German 

Aryan was one which excluded millions who fell short of the title, and these individuals were faced with the 

harshest consequences one could imagine. The Poles, Russians, Gypsies, homosexuals, communists, 

Jehovah’s witnesses and most notably Jews in the Nazi-ruled Germany were faced with violent intolerance 

that they had no choice but to surrender to. They fell victim to the laws, restrictions, and grave 

punishments which characterized this intolerance, and gave their lives for the ideal of Hitler’s Nazi Party. 

The “Final Solution” signified one of the greatest displays of injustice the world has ever faced, a genocide 

which reaches far beyond the confines of equity and tolerance. 

 


