Jewish Genealogy Resources
Our library now has a Jewish Genealogy section, including a binder of helpful resources.
Major Genealogy Websites

Research Guides

Local/Regional Jewish Genealogy Groups

Vital Records

Immigration Records

Naturalization Records

Locating Ancestral Towns/Historical Maps

Holocaust Research

Yizkor Books

Major Genealogy websites

Ancestry.com

http://www.ancestry.com
A subscription website which includes U.S. Census images, vital records indexes, immigration and naturalization indexes and  records,  military records, newspapers, and city directories.
FamilySearch

http://www.familysearch.org
A free site with numerous records including the U.S. Census, state census records, Social Security Death Index, and state death indexes. The site also includes educational resources and videos.
JewishGen

http://www.jewishgen.org
The largest site for Jewish Genealogy it contains numerous databases, guides, and discussion groups.
Research Guides

JewishGen FAQ

http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/faq.html
FamilySearch's Guide to Tracing Your Jewish Ancestors

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/docs/Finding_Jewish_Records_07_2007.pdf
Center for Jewish History Genealogy Institute – Research Guides

http://www.cjh.org/p/60
Local/Regional Jewish Genealogy Groups

Santa Barbara County Genealogical Society - JewishGen Special Interest Group

http://sbgen.org
San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society – Jewish Genealogy Special Interest Group

http://www.slocgs.org/interestgroups.html
Jewish Genealogical Society of the Conejo Valley and Ventura County

http://www.jgscv.org/
Jewish Genealogical Society of Los Angeles

http://jgsla.org/
Vital Records

Where to Write For Vital Records

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm
U.S. Social Security Death Index

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3693
http://www.familysearch.org
New York Vital Records Indexes

http://www.italiangen.org/VRECLIST.stm
Includes bride and groom indexes and birth and death indexes.
Immigration Records

Ancestry.com

http://www.ancestry.com
Contains digitized images of ship manifests from NY and other ports.

Castlegarden

http://www.castlegarden.org
A searchable database for the Port of NY from 1855-1890

Ellis Island

http://www.ellisisland.org
A searchable database with records from NY for 1892-1924.

One-Step Webpages by Stephen P. Morse

http://www.stevemorse.org
The Morse search forms can be used to search immigration databases. It handles variant spellings better than the Ellis Island site and is recommended for Jewish genealogy researchers.
National Archives

http://www.nara.gov
The regional offices of NARA  have ship manifest records from ports in their region.
Family History Library

http://www.FamilySearch.org
Microfilm of ship manifests can be ordered from the Family History Library.

Naturalization Records

Naturalization  records are some of the most important records in Jewish Genealogy. The records may provide you with the original name and home town of your immigrant ancestor.
Ancestry.com

http://www.ancestry.com
Ancestry's databases include naturalization indexes as well as some images from original naturalization records.  Includes California naturalization indexes.

New York Naturalization Indexes 

http://www.italiangen.org/databaselist.stm
http://www.theggg.org/otherdb.stm
New York State Naturalization Databases

http://www.jgsny.org/other-ny-area-naturalizations
Kings County (Brooklyn) Naturalization index.

http://www.jgsny.org/brooklyn-naturalizations-1907-1924
National Archives

http://www.nara.gov
Copies of original naturalization records can be ordered online from the National Archives.
Locating Ancestral Towns/Historical Maps

JewishGen Gazetteer

http://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/LocTown.asp 

The Yivo Encyclopedia of the Jews of Eastern Europe

http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/maps.aspx
Federation of East European Family History Societies Map Library

http://feefhs.org/maplibrary.html
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/index.html
Holocaust Research

Yad Vashem/Database of Shoah Victims' Names

http://www.yadvashem.org
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum: Survivors Registry

http://www.ushmm.org/research/collections/resourcecenter/reference/
International Tracing Service

http://www.its-arolsen.org/en/homepage/index.html
Yizkor Books

Yizkor books, or memorial books, were mainly published after the Holocaust to commemorate a town and its inhabitants. They include information about the town, photos, and list victims of the Holocaust.
JewishGen Yizkor Book Project

http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/
This includes English translations of Yizkor books and name indexes for the books.

NYPL Yizkor Books Online

http://legacy.www.nypl.org/research/chss/jws/yizkorbookonline.cfm
The New York Public Library has digitized 650 of their 700 Yizkor books and made them

available online.
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