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For decades, our Jewish Community Foundation of Greater MetroWest NJ
(JCF) has secured endowment commitments to the UJA Annual Campaign
through Lester, LOJE (Lion of Judah Endowment), and PACE (Perpetual
Annual Campaign Endowment) gifts. Due to your foresight and generosity
combined with those who came before us, Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ will launch the 2018 UJA Annual Campaign with nearly $2
million in gifts —accounting for approximately 10 percent of the Campaign.
Overall our total JCF assets have grown to $395 million and we continue to
beat the industry benchmarks.

JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER METROWEST NJ

Through
Your
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Here are some highlights of 2016-2017:

Thanks to the Rocker
Family Supporting
Foundation and other
donors, 56 children
whose parents could
not afford overnight
summer camp were
given the opportunity
to experience camp
this summer. As an
outgrowth of our JCF
Jewish Camp Advisory
Council, plans are now
well underway for
Greater MetroWest’s
first-ever Tour de
Summer Camps NJ,
a fundraising bike
ride scheduled for
April 29, 2018, that
will help sustain
our community’s
One Happy Camper
Jewish camp incentive
grants as well as the
needs-based camp
scholarship program.

•

Create a Jewish Legacy (CJL) has successfully helped 19 of our
Federation partner agencies and synagogues to address their long-term
financial plans. Together they have secured 759 legacy commitments
worth an estimated future value of $22.7 million for their organizations.

•

Our JCF endowed grants process, administered by the Grant Review
Committee, enables the development and nurturing of new and exciting
innovative programs in the community. Some examples of these vital
grants include support for new Jewish chaplaincy services in a major
local hospital’s cancer center; Moishe House for young Jewish adults in
Montclair; the Poetiferia program which promotes creative expression
and poetry writing in Ofakim, Israel; the Matan training program for
teachers of children with special needs; and a new older adults group in
Westfield.

•

The JCF Board voted to invest $1 million in Israel from its managed pool
fund through Blue Star Indexes. We are one of only a handful of Jewish
Community Foundations to make this important investment. Be assured
that the decision to make this investment was primarily based on the
merits of the investment to ensure the sound growth of our assets.

•

Finally, to encourage philanthropists in our community, the JCF Board
reduced the minimum amount to open a Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
from $10,000 to $5,000.

As we look to the year ahead, we are excited to launch the JCF Center
for Strategic Philanthropy, whose mission will be to engage high-end
philanthropic families in impactful philanthropy. Under this Center we will
develop a JCF-Federation GMW Innovations Fund. We look forward to
reporting back to you on our progress with the Center and other exciting
Foundation developments next year.

Robert G. Kuchner
President

Stanley H. Stone
Executive Director

2016-2017 Report to the Community

Federation is like
a camera – it’s the
mechanism that allows
each of us to find a focus
and take a snapshot that
is important to us.

What does Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ mean
to you? What do you picture in your mind when we ask that
question? The answers will depend on where you’re standing…
what filter you’re using… just like looking through the lens of a
camera. For example, if you’re a mother or father with young
children, you may view Federation as a means to providing your
family with meaningful experiences that will help your children
chart their own Jewish paths. If you’re taking care of an elderly
parent, you may view Federation as an invaluable resource
as you search for programs and services that will make your
parent’s final years as comfortable and fulfilling as possible. And
if you are committed to supporting Jewish people in Israel and
around the world financially and in times of crisis, you may view
Federation as an organization that, along with our international
partners, provides life-saving support to Jews around the world.
There are photos of our leaders, our volunteers, our professional
staff, our partner agencies, our synagogues, our camps and day
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schools, all working toward a common goal of inspiring and caring
for one another. And when we put all those photos together in an
album, we tell a compelling story of how our UJA Annual Campaign,
with your support, touches the lives of so many people in our Greater
MetroWest community —
 here, in Israel, and around the world.
In this report you’ll see just some of the ways that you, as a donor and
a member of our Jewish community, made an impact this year.

IF SECURITY IS
YOUR FOCUS…
In response to increased
anti-Semitic acts both
locally and around the
world, our Federation
is committed to
addressing security
issues in the community.
In that snapshot you’ll
see Federation’s new
Chief Security Officer
connecting with all the
Jewish institutions in
Greater MetroWest to
help them create safe
and secure environments
for their congregations,
and members, forging
relationships with local and
national law enforcement
agencies, and establishing
a community-wide alert
network system that will
enable us to communicate
in times of crisis.

IF A STRONG JEWISH COMMUNITY IS YOUR FOCUS…
As a community, we are stronger together. So we have taken our
Outreach and Engagement activities to new heights in an effort
to bring as many of you as possible into the fold. Our Partnership
for Jewish Learning and Life offers programs for young people,
from toddlers to teens, while NextDor hosts a variety of social and
volunteer opportunities for the 25 to 45 year olds. Our Synagogue
Leadership Initiative brings together leaders from area congregations
to address issues they all share. Our Center for Volunteerism offers
year-round opportunities to give back to the community. And we
are launching a number of new programs for empty nesters and
grandparents. In all these snapshots you see people from across the
community celebrating their Jewish heritage and helping others.
IF ADVOCACY AND SOCIAL ACTION ARE YOUR FOCUS…
There is no denying that this has been a tumultuous and often
confusing year. To help us make sense of everything, our Community
Relations Committee (CRC) brings in experts from differing
perspectives and offers forums where community members can
discuss issues in a safe, respectful environment. And, at the same
time, CRC is there to be the voice for our Jewish community in the
political arena. This year they helped lobby the New Jersey legislature
to prohibit the state from investing pension funds in companies that
support BDS measures. These snapshots include activists of all ages,
standing up and speaking out for issues they care about.
IF HELPING THE WORLD’S JEWS IN NEED IS YOUR FOCUS…
At Federation we continue to help Jews make Aliyah and then, once in
Israel, help them assimilate to their new homes and build meaningful,
productive lives. According to the latest numbers from our partner,
the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), approximately 27,000 olim
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made Israel their new home in 2016. For those who cannot relocate,
particularly elderly Jews in the Former Soviet Union, our partner, the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), works in 70
countries to alleviate hunger and hardship and provide rescue for
victims of natural disasters. These snapshots include Jewish people
from all over the world receiving the services they need.
IF MAKING JEWISH LIFE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL IS YOUR FOCUS...
Federation is committed to removing financial barriers to middleand low-income families choosing to send their children to Jewish
programs. Through our day school affordability initiative, tuition at
any one of our four schools will be capped at 18 percent or less of a
family’s Adjusted Gross Income for qualified families, regardless of
the number of children in the family. And in addition to our $1,000
One Happy Camper grant offered to all first-time Jewish overnight
campers, Federation is now offering needs-based scholarships. These
snapshots would show the 2,234 campers enjoying summer camp in
2016 thanks to these programs.
IF BUILDING LIVING BRIDGES WITH ISRAEL IS YOUR FOCUS...
Our photo album includes family near and far. The living bridges
that our Global Connections department has built over the years are
stronger than ever. Through a variety of programs we have welcomed
more than 140 Israelis from our partner communities to New Jersey
this year, and nearly 300 people from Greater MetroWest have visited
our partners in Israel. This snapshot would not be complete without
the seven rishonim and four shlichim (young Israeli emissaries) who
spent the year working and engaging in our community.
Our 2016-2017 album is filled with snapshots that tell a powerful story.
Each one of us has different pictures in our Federation stories. What’s
important is to know that each of us has played a part. All that we do
is only possible because of all of you — our lay leaders, our donors,
our professional team, our clergy, our agency, day school and camp
staff, and everyone who makes up this wonderful community. We are
definitely stronger together!

		
Leslie Dannin Rosenthal			
Dov Ben-Shimon
Federation President			
Federation CEO/Executive
						Vice President
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IF TAKING CARE
OF THOSE IN
NEED IN OUR OWN
COMMUNITY IS
YOUR FOCUS...
You probably know that
Federation provides
services to the elderly and
those with disabilities, but
you may not know that we
are constantly adapting to
the ever-changing needs
of the community. The
commitment to caring is
constant, but how we look
at providing the care may
look different day to day,
in light of those needs.
Greater MetroWest ABLE
offers support groups for
siblings of children with
special needs, the Joint
Chaplaincy Committee just
hired a second chaplain to
help homebound seniors
feel less isolated, and
Greater MetroWest CARES
has created a task force
to address the growing
problem of elder abuse.
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