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We can’t mention Lions without mentioning the successful Lions’ Leap project. All 
told, 277 women have “Taken the Leap” by increasing their annual gifts by $500 or 
more. These increases will help fund renovations to the Arad Music Conservatory 
in our partnership city of Arad, Israel. All new Lions were automatically included 
in this project. The Leap brought in more than $500,000 in new dollars to our 
Campaign, over and above our commitment to Arad.

In addition, we have exceeded last year’s records by securing 76 NEW 
Pomegranate donors (women giving $1,800 or more) and added 136 brand-new 
donors to our Women’s Campaign.

As you review this document, take note of the many events that filled our 2019 
calendar. Women’s Philanthropy brought women together for celebration, 
education, inspiration, and appreciation. We sang and danced in Israel on our 
commUNITY Mission. We re-imagined our daytime Campaign event by introducing 
Women with Purpose. We created Pom Day especially for our Pomegranate 
donors. And so much more.

This is our communal success! None of it would have been possible without our 
vice presidents, our professionals, our volunteers, and, most importantly, all of you. 
I am so proud of what we have accomplished together.

We are a group of incredibly strong and caring women engaging in community 
leadership, responsibility, and philanthropy. We care for people in need, build 
Jewish life, and save the world, one person at a time, every day.

Thank you for joining me in this important work.

Warm Regards,

President, Women's Philanthropy

WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN 2019

 

LETTER FROM 
JODY HURWITZ CAPLAN

Greetings! 
We hope you enjoy our inaugural Digital Annual Report 
which has been rebranded as "Year in Review". This 
new format allows us to capture the full scope of our 
year in words and pictures. And what an incredible year 
it’s been! Through your financial support and personal 

involvement, the women of Greater MetroWest raised $7.7 million for the  
2019 UJA Annual Campaign.

It has quite literally been a record-breaking year in Women’s Philanthropy. We 
have added 93 NEW Lions of Judah (women giving $5,000 or more) — the 
most ever added in a single year. We now have more Lions — 437 in total — 
than we have had in more than a decade in Greater MetroWest!

In January, we had one of the largest delegations at the International Lion 
of Judah Conference in Florida with 50 Greater MetroWest Lions attending. 
Everyone was proud and thrilled to watch Paula Gottesman accept her much-
deserved prestigious Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award.

We celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE). In 
2019, seven women endowed their gifts in perpetuity, bringing us to more than 
200 women who’ve taken this important step in securing our future. Several 
more are increasing the amounts of their existing endowments. We continue to 
have one of the highest rates of endowment in the country.
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    LION OF JUDAH
Lion of Judah Celebration

We kicked off the year in 
October with an elegant 
morning event honoring Paula Gottesman, 
our Greater MetroWest 2019 recipient of the 
Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award. Featured 
speaker Vicki Agron talked about the “Power 
of Women’s Collective Giving.” We celebrated 
two major 2019 initiatives, the launch of the 
Lions’ Leap and the 25th Anniversary of the 
Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE). 

International Lion of Judah Conference 

With 50 of our Lions in attendance, Greater 
MetroWest made up one of the largest 
cohorts at this conference in Florida. Every 
other year Lions gather for seminars, 
inspirational speakers, and to honor leaders 
in their community. We were thrilled to be 
there to honor Paula Gottesman, an incredible 
leader and visionary who was presented with 
the 2019 Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award. 
Being with more than 1,400 Lions of Judah 
from all over the country and the globe made 
for a memorable and eventful three days.  

the LEAP!
I TOOK 

the LEAP!
I TOOK 

EXAMPLE
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Gathering for NEW 2019 Lions of Judah

This has been an incredible year of growth as we welcomed 
more than 93 new Lions into our Greater MetroWest Lion’s 
den. We all gathered for a lovely Thank You and Welcome 
Brunch at a donor’s home in a beautiful setting, where over 
50 Lions attended to raise a glass, meet other women in 
our community, and learn more about the power of a Lion’s 
gift. We are very proud of our enormous Lion “pride” of 437 
Lions…more Lions of Judah than we’ve had in over a decade in 
Greater MetroWest.

2019 Lions' Leap Initiative

Working with our partnership community of 
Arad, Israel, the Lions’ Leap will help breathe 
new life into the Arad Music Conservatory. 
With over 277 Lions of Judah participating 
in this program, we successfully were able 
to provide significant funding to the music 
conservatory for their monumental renovation 
project. To participate, women could become 
Lions or increase their Lion-level pledges by 
$500 or more.

Lion of Judah Endowment 25

A national Women’s Philanthropy initiative launched 
through Jewish Federation of North America (JFNA), 
LOJE25 celebrates 25 years of the Lion of Judah 
Endowment (LOJE.) As one of the national leaders in 
LOJE participation, our Greater MetroWest Federation 
has increased LOJE members to more than 200. A LOJE 
gift continues a Lion’s gift in perpetuity and establishes 
a legacy that continues to support our community in all 
the years to come. Link to jcfgmw.org/lion-of-judah-
endowment-loje/ for more information. 
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 POMEGRANATE
POMEGRANATE DAY

Throughout our Jewish history, the pomegranate has been woven 
into our traditions and is said to contain 613 seeds corresponding 
with the commandments found in the Torah. Pomegranate donors, 
women who give a gift in their own name of $1,800 - $4,999, 
participated in a special morning program on 6/13 as a way for 
us to say thank you. This year, we had a record number of 76 new 
Pomegranates.

POM Day was held at McLoone’s Boathouse, West Orange, where 
Kim Ellner, a participant of our Yoga Connection program through 
Global Connections, led our women in a morning of mindfulness 
and gentle yoga. Lisa Lisser, a former vice president of Women’s 
Philanthropy, led us in Jewish learning and reflections. 
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Women with Purpose is our new signature annual 
campaign event. Our focus is on women in the Jewish 
community who are purposefully leading lives that 
represent Jewish values and making a difference in the 
world. 

On April 11 nearly 300 women attended Women with 
Purpose, where we welcomed Sydney Dickman, who 
shared her experience in the Holocaust Council’s “Twin 
with a Survivor” program. We were moved by Irene 
Gut Opdyke’s harrowing and inspiring life story, told so 
beautifully by her daughter Jeannie Smith. There was 
hardly a dry eye in the room. The event was held at 
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael in Springfield.
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EDUCATION
WOMEN OF WISDOM

This year’s WOW Education Series included 
four sessions with more total attendees 
than we have ever had in previous years. 
Three mornings and one evening event were 
graciously hosted in private homes and one 
session at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch 
Plains. Sessions were presented by a diverse 
group of inspirational speakers and topics 
included: The Typical Jewish Family Isn’t 
Typical Anymore, College Campus Conflicts 
and Challenges over Israeli Issues, Ensuring 
that “Lone Soldiers” Are Never Alone, and 
Life’s Ups and Downs: Navigating Mental 
Health Awareness.

ARTHUR BORINSKY YOUNG LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM – A.M.

The eight-part Arthur Borinsky Young Leadership 
Series exposes a select group of rising leaders 
to various aspects of the Federation world. The 
women delved into the Federation allocation 
process, the valued role of leadership in the 
community, and the missions of various local and 
overseas agencies. 
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MISSIONS
WP MINI MISSIONS

Women get a close-up look at the work and initiatives Jewish Federation of 
Greater MetroWest NJ does with visits to our local partner agencies. With 22 
partner agencies in the Greater MetroWest NJ area, mini missions included a visit 
to JCC MetroWest, where women participated in a Tu B’shvat Seder; the JCC of 
Central New Jersey, where they made Hamantashen for Purim with participation 
from both the Kindergarten class and the Senior members; and an evening at 
the Wae Center (Wellness, Arts, Enrichment), where everyone participated in an 
engaging art project.

commUNITY Mission to Israel

In October, our Federation embarked on a 
historic, co-ed, mega-mission to Israel with 475 
participants. Moved by seeing our connections 
on the ground in Israel and community work 
back home in New Jersey, many of the women 
became Lions and Pomegranates for the first 
time. We climbed Masada, floated in the Dead 
Sea, visited our partnership communities in the 
Negev, and even had several Lion pinnings at 
the Western Wall. 
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BOOK CLUB
The Book Club meets about once a month at a private home in the community. 
Some of this year’s book selections included:

“The Tattooist of Auschwitz,” “Everybody’s Son, and “Where the Crawdads Sing.”

The Book Club is co-chaired by Elyse Deutsch and Janice Weinberg.

RACHEL COALITION
Rachel Coalition, a division of Jewish Family Service of MetroWest NJ, assists vic-
tims of domestic violence. As a founding partner, Women’s Philanthropy has several 
members sit on the Rachel Coalition Steering Committee.

NJ JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Women’s Philanthropy co-sponsored Jewish film festivals at the JCC in West Orange 
and the JCC of Central NJ.

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY OUTREACH EVENT
Hosted graciously in a donor’s home, 25 women gathered to learn more about the 
power of a Lion of Judah gift. Gail Norry, a national Women’s Philanthropy past 
president and leader in the Greater Philadelphia community, shared her personal 
journey and how Jewish Federation can impact lives.

A YEAR IN REVIEW: HAPPENINGS

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES ANNUAL MEETING
This year, we tried something new and historic 
by bringing together our whole Federation for 
one big Annual Meeting in May. As Federation 
Scott Krieger explained in his welcome 
remarks, we took what was previously 
four separate events, year-end gatherings 
for Federation, the Jewish Community 
Foundation, Women’s Philanthropy, and Global 
Connections, and brought them under one 
roof for one blow-out community celebration.
 
Special guest speaker Governor Phil Murphy 
thanked those in attendance for “providing 
a warming light for countless people in the 
community.”
 
We recognized incoming and outgoing 
Women’s Philanthropy Board members, 
and we honored a number of outstanding 
community leaders. This year’s Julius and 
Bessie Cohn Young Leadership Awards went 
to Robyn Laveman and Brett Tanzman. The 
President’s Bamberger Award was given to 
Rita Waldor z'l in recognition of her more than 
five decades of leadership and philanthropy.

Sadly, Rita passed away in July 2019, just 
weeks after receiving this special honor.
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Headquarters: 901 Route 10, Whippany, New Jersey 07981

Regional Office: 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

(973) 929-3000 •  www.jfedgmw.org
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