REMEMBER and BE the LIGHT
RESOURCE GUIDE
Candles:
Use what you have on hand, plain or fancy: standard or tapers, votive or memorial
candles, yahrzeit candles (these will burn for 24 hours); electric candles, or LED
candles.
Crackle glass candle holders are readily available in craft stores
Make your own candleholders
Make your own candles
Use oil and a wick, as in ancient days
PLEASE TAKE CARE to make sure that the candles are beyond the reach of
young children or pets and clear of window curtains.

No candle?
No problem. Print out the flyer and put in on your window.
Or, draw your own picture of a candle.
Take a photo or selfie and post it:
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

You can keep it simple. Or…
•

•

Each person in a household can light her/his own candle. One person
can light the candle on behalf of the household.
You may want to make a wish before you light the candle. Don’t blow the candle
out. Share the wish, if you like, with others or on social media.
•
•

•
•

•

•

Write a poem, a song, paint a picture, create a poster.
You may want to dedicate your candle(s) to a person(s) who has brightened
your world or the world. If lighting that candle in the presence of others,
tell about that person and what she/he did to brighten your life or the
world.
Invite your neighbors to join in lighting candles in their windows. You may
want to email the flyer or print out and offer them hard copies of the flyer.
You can make it a time to share with family and/or friends. Talk about what
each of would do to make life better for one another, your community, the
world. Then try to act on at least one of those thoughts, at least one time.
You may want to use the quotes in this Resource Guide as a springboard for
discussions. If working with a large you can break into small groups, choose
one quote and later share the reasons for the choice with the greater group.
Think about how you would want to “Remember and be the Light” next
year.

What was Kristallnacht?
Kristallnacht was a historical event is also known as the Night of Broken Glass and the
November Pogrom. It took place on November 9-10, 1938 and was planned and carried
out to terrorize Jews and destroy Jewish institutions (synagogues, schools, etc.)
throughout Germany and Austria, which had voted to become part of Germany earlier
that year. Firefighters were in place at every site but their duty was not to extinguish the
fire. They were there only to keep the fire from spreading to adjacent properties not
owned by Jews.
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

For more information:
(https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/kristallnacht)
https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-exhibitions/specialfocus/kristallnacht
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/education/newsletter/14/main_article.asp
https://www.google.com/search?q=ushmm++survivors+remember+kristallnacht&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS757US757&oq=kristallnacht+
ushmm&aqs=chrome.1.69

Why remember Kristallnacht when we have Yom
HaShaoh and January 27 as commemorative days?
The impact of Kristallnacht is still seen today in the form of Neo-Nazi and White
Supremacist marches, provocations, hate crimes and Holocaust Denial.
Most importantly, the historic event was a lost opportunity for people of good will to join
together in serious condemnation against the Nazis. Instead, the world’s relatively mild
response surprised Hitler and empowered him to proceed with his plan to conquer
Europe. 60 million people lost their lives as a result. Six million, out of a global
population of approximately 18 million, of the murdered were Jews. 20 million people
were displaced and countless others left severely disabled, physically and or mentally.
Nearly half a million Americans lost their lives during World War II and many more
were both physically and psychologically damaged. As defeat was imminent, and before
he committed suicide, Hitler sent out young boys and elderly men to fight a futile battle
against the Russian tanks that had entered Berlin to wreak vengeance on the city and its
people.

Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

What good can a candle do?
Natural catastrophes such as the earthquakes, wildfires and hurricanes that wreaked so
much death and destruction in our country and in places far away remind us that there’s
little we can do to prevent such events. Terror, war and genocide can all be prevented, or
at the least, minimized if they are stopped before they escalate to unmanageable
proportions, particularly as the world is now threatened with the irrevocable horrors of
nuclear war.
Will our candles avert war? We can only hope that they will send a message that earth is
small but large enough for all to live in peace and harmony, if only we are resolute in our
will.
Recent events demand a response from all of us. We cannot change the past but we
can influence the future. By lighting a candle in a window, we make a public statement
that we are against baseless hatred, prejudice, bigotry, injustice and terrorism.

Spread the word
•
•
•
•
•

Create a “Remember and Be the Light” event at your school club, business,
or place of worship.
Create a gathering or Flashmob to sing and dance to the suggested songs (see
below.)
Use social media – Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, etc. – to spread the word.
Take selfies of your candle lighting, singing, dancing - then post them on social
media.
Sign on to #Remember #BeTheLight
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

Suggested Prayer for candle lighting
May the light from this candle remind us of Kristallnacht, 1938, when the forces of
darkness overcame the forces of light because too many people stood idly by as hatred
reigned. Little did these perpetrators and bystanders imagine how far the destruction
would spread, how long it would last, and how they and their loved ones would
eventually suffer.
May this candle be a call to stand up for the poor, the marginalized, the threatened. All
are human beings, each is unique, each person is a miracle of creation.
Suggested Songs on YouTube:
This Little Light of Mine (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yUK0S_cEXY
Heveinu Shalom Aleichem (We brought you peace)
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmMDr_Lyt_8
Let There be Peace on Earth (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYWe4nBPknI
Dona Nobis Pacem, (Grant us peace)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSdGW_HBrLEetc.

Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

Thoughts you may want to reflect on and share
“It is better to light one small candle than to curse the darkness” – Eleanor Roosevelt
“One man’s candle is light for many.” – Talmud, Shabbat
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression … Then shall thy light break forth as the morning…” – Isaiah
“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will
not be shortened…” – Buddha
“Just as one candle lights another and can light thousands of other candles, so one heart
illuminates another heart and can illuminate thousands of other hearts.” – Leo Tolstoy
“As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way. “ – Mary
Anne Radmacher
“Light itself is a great corrective. A thousand wrongs and abuses that are grown in
darkness disappear, like owls and bats, before the light of day. – James A. Garfield
“There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never
be a time when we fail to protest.” – Elie Wiesel
“Travel light, live light, spread the light, be the light.” – Yogi Bhajan
“If I am not for me, who is for me; and if I am (only) for myself, what am I. And if not
now, when?” – Hillel, Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14
“Give light, and the darkness will disappear of itself.” – Desiderius Erasmus
“Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and
to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.” – George Orwell
“And the work of tzedakah (righteousness) shall bring peace.” – Isaiah 32:17
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

“Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who could have acted, the
indifference of those who should have known better, the silence of the voice of justice
when it mattered most, that has made it possible for evil to triumph.” – Haile Selassie I
“Justice, justice, shall you pursue, that you may thrive…” – Deuteronomy 16:20
“Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing
the impossible.” – Francis of Assisi
“If my mind can conceive it, and my heart can believe it - then I can achieve it.”
– Muhammed Ali
“Though force can protect in emergency, only justice, fairness, consideration and
cooperation can finally lead men to the dawn of eternal peace.” – Dwight D. Eisenhower
“To sin by silence, when they should protest, makes cowards of men.” – Ella Wheeler
Wilcox
"If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today, what need have you for a
tomorrow?" – Rebbe Nachman of Breslov
"Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who
are.” ― Benjamin Franklin
“Prejudices are what fools use for reason.” – Voltaire
“It is in our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light.” – Aristotle
“Do you know what we call opinion in the absence of evidence? We call it prejudice.”
– Michael Crichton
“There is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action.” – Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe
“It’s not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognize, accept and
celebrate those differences.” – Audre Lorde
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

“Even God doesn’t propose to judge a man till his last days, why should you and I?” –Dale
Carnegie
“We may have all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat now.” – Martin
Luther King, Jr.
“True peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of justice.” – Jane
Addams
“It is certain, in any case, that ignorance allied with power is the most ferocious enemy
justice can have.” – James Baldwin
“Without memory, there is no culture. Without memory, there would be no civilization,
no society, no future.” – Elie Wiesel
“That is just the way with some people. They get down on a thing when they don’t know
nothing about it.” – Mark Twain
“To be wealthy and honored in an unjust society is a disgrace.” – Confucius
“The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference.” – Elie Wiesel
“Everybody needs his memories. They keep the wolf of insignificance from the door.”
― Saul Bellow
“If you see what needs to be repaired and how to repair it, then you have found a piece
of the world that God has left for you to complete. But if you only see what is wrong and
what is ugly in the world, then it is you yourself that needs repair.” – Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson
“Do not worry if all the candles in the world flicker and die. We have the spark that
starts the fire.” – Rumi
“Blessed is the match, consumed in kindling flame…” – Hannah Senesh
“Good words are worth much and cost little.” – George Herbert
“Injustice anywhere is injustice everywhere.” – Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream”
– Amos 5:24
“You shall not judge unfairly” – Deuteronomy 16:18
“Wise men speak because they have something to say. Fools speak because they have to
say something” – Plato
“As long as the candle is still burning, it is still possible to work and to repair.” – Rabbi
Israel Salanter
“Everyone can look inside his or her soul and decide what he or she can do to make a
world at peace, to end this fighting that goes on every day around the world.” — Ruth
Gruber
"A candle is a small thing. But one candle can light another. And see how its own light
increases as a candle gives its flame to the other! You are such a light." — Rabbi Moshe
Davis
“Light is the shadow of God.” — Giordano Bruno, Italian philosopher, theologian
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”
– Edmund Burke
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Make your own candleholders
Make your own candles
Use oil and a wick, as in ancient days
PLEASE TAKE CARE to make sure that the candles are beyond the reach of
young children or pets and clear of window curtains.

No candle?
No problem. Print out the flyer and put in on your window.
Or, draw your own picture of a candle.
Take a photo or selfie and post it to:
#Remember #BeTheLight
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You can keep it simple. Or…
•

•

Each person in a household can light her/his own candle. One person
can light the candle on behalf of the household.
You may want to make a wish before you light the candle. Don’t blow the candle
out. Share the wish, if you like, with others or on social media.
•
•

•
•

•

•

Write a poem, a song, paint a picture, create a poster.
You may want to dedicate your candle(s) to a person(s) who has brightened
your world or the world. If lighting that candle in the presence of others,
tell about that person and what she/he did to brighten your life or the
world.
Invite your neighbors to join in lighting candles in their windows. You may
want to email the flyer or print out and offer them hard copies of the flyer.
You can make it a time to share with family and/or friends. Talk about what
each of would do to make life better for one another, your community, the
world. Then try to act on at least one of those thoughts, at least one time.
You may want to use the quotes in this Resource Guide as a springboard for
discussions. If working with a large you can break into small groups, choose
one quote and later share the reasons for the choice with the greater group.
Think about how you would want to “Remember and be the Light” next
year.

What was Kristallnacht?
Kristallnacht was a historical event is also known as the Night of Broken Glass and the
November Pogrom. It took place on November 9-10, 1938 and was planned and carried
out to terrorize Jews and destroy Jewish institutions (synagogues, schools, etc.)
throughout Germany and Austria, which had voted to become part of Germany earlier
that year. Firefighters were in place at every site but their duty was not to extinguish the
fire. They were there only to keep the fire from spreading to adjacent properties not
owned by Jews.
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Why remember Kristallnacht when we have Yom
HaShaoh and January 27 as commemorative days?
The impact of Kristallnacht is still seen today in the form of Neo-Nazi and White
Supremacist marches, provocations, hate crimes and Holocaust Denial.
Most importantly, the historic event was a lost opportunity for people of good will to join
together in serious condemnation against the Nazis. Instead, the world’s relatively mild
response surprised Hitler and empowered him to proceed with his plan to conquer
Europe. 60 million people lost their lives as a result. Six million, out of a global
population of approximately 18 million, of the murdered were Jews. 20 million people
were displaced and countless others left severely disabled, physically and or mentally.
Nearly half a million Americans lost their lives during World War II and many more
were both physically and psychologically damaged. As defeat was imminent, and before
he committed suicide, Hitler sent out young boys and elderly men to fight a futile battle
against the Russian tanks that had entered Berlin to wreak vengeance on the city and its
people.
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What good can a candle do?
Natural catastrophes such as the earthquakes, wildfires and hurricanes that wreaked so
much death and destruction in our country and in places far away remind us that there’s
little we can do to prevent such events. Terror, war and genocide can all be prevented, or
at the least, minimized if they are stopped before they escalate to unmanageable
proportions, particularly as the world is now threatened with the irrevocable horrors of
nuclear war.
Will our candles avert war? We can only hope that they will send a message that earth is
small but large enough for all to live in peace and harmony, if only we are resolute in our
will.
Recent events demand a response from all of us. We cannot change the past but we
can influence the future. By lighting a candle in a window, we make a public statement
that we are against baseless hatred, prejudice, bigotry, injustice and terrorism.

Spread the word
•
•
•
•
•
•

Create a “Remember and Be the Light” event at your school club, business,
or place of worship.
Create a gathering or Flashmob to sing and dance to the suggested songs (see
below.)
Use social media – Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, etc. – to spread the word.
Take selfies of your candle lighting, singing, dancing - then post them on social
media.
Sign on to #Remember #BeTheLight
Send us a selfie for the Mosaic we’ll create and post.
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

Suggested Prayer for candle lighting
May the light from this candle remind us of Kristallnacht, 1938, when the forces of
darkness overcame the forces of light because too many people stood idly by as hatred
reigned. Little did these perpetrators and bystanders imagine how far the destruction
would spread, how long it would last, and how they and their loved ones would
eventually suffer.
May this candle be a call to stand up for the poor, the marginalized, the threatened. All
are human beings, each is unique, each person is a miracle of creation.
Suggested Songs on YouTube:
This Little Light of Mine (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yUK0S_cEXY
Heveinu Shalom Aleichem (We brought you peace)
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmMDr_Lyt_8
Let There be Peace on Earth (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYWe4nBPknI
Dona Nobis Pacem, (Grant us peace)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSdGW_HBrLEetc.
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Quotes you may want to reflect on and share
“It is better to light one small candle than to curse the darkness” – Eleanor Roosevelt
“One man’s candle is light for many.” – Talmud, Shabbat
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression … Then shall thy light break forth as the morning…” – Isaiah
“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will
not be shortened…” – Buddha
“Just as one candle lights another and can light thousands of other candles, so one heart
illuminates another heart and can illuminate thousands of other hearts.” – Leo Tolstoy
“As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way. “ – Mary
Anne Radmacher
“Light itself is a great corrective. A thousand wrongs and abuses that are grown in
darkness disappear, like owls and bats, before the light of day. – James A. Garfield
“There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never
be a time when we fail to protest.” – Elie Wiesel
“Travel light, live light, spread the light, be the light.” – Yogi Bhajan
“If I am not for me, who is for me; and if I am (only) for myself, what am I. And if not
now, when?” – Hillel, Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14
“Give light, and the darkness will disappear of itself.” – Desiderius Erasmus
“Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and
to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.” – George Orwell
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

“And the work of tzedakah (righteousness) shall bring peace.” – Isaiah 32:17

“Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who could have acted, the
indifference of those who should have known better, the silence of the voice of justice
when it mattered most, that has made it possible for evil to triumph.” – Haile Selassie I
“Justice, justice, shall you pursue, that you may thrive…” – Deuteronomy 16:20
“Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing
the impossible.” – Francis of Assisi
“If my mind can conceive it, and my heart can believe it - then I can achieve it.”
– Muhammed Ali
“Though force can protect in emergency, only justice, fairness, consideration and
cooperation can finally lead men to the dawn of eternal peace.” – Dwight D. Eisenhower
“To sin by silence, when they should protest, makes cowards of men.” – Ella Wheeler
Wilcox
"If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today, what need have you for a
tomorrow?" – Rebbe Nachman of Breslov
"Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who
are.” ― Benjamin Franklin
“Prejudices are what fools use for reason.” – Voltaire
“It is in our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light.” – Aristotle
“Do you know what we call opinion in the absence of evidence? We call it prejudice.”
– Michael Crichton
“There is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action.” – Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe
“It’s not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognize, accept and
Hashtag - #Remember #BeTheLight

celebrate those differences.” – Audre Lorde
“Even God doesn’t propose to judge a man till his last days, why should you and I?” –Dale
Carnegie
“We may have all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat now.” – Martin
Luther King, Jr.
“True peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of justice.” – Jane
Addams
“It is certain, in any case, that ignorance allied with power is the most ferocious enemy
justice can have.” – James Baldwin
“Without memory, there is no culture. Without memory, there would be no civilization,
no society, no future.” – Elie Wiesel
“That is just the way with some people. They get down on a thing when they don’t know
nothing about it.” – Mark Twain
“To be wealthy and honored in an unjust society is a disgrace.” – Confucius
“The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference.” – Elie Wiesel
“Everybody needs his memories. They keep the wolf of insignificance from the door.”
― Saul Bellow
“If you see what needs to be repaired and how to repair it, then you have found a piece
of the world that God has left for you to complete. But if you only see what is wrong and
what is ugly in the world, then it is you yourself that needs repair.” – Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson
“Do not worry if all the candles in the world flicker and die. We have the spark that
starts the fire.” – Rumi
“Blessed is the match, consumed in kindling flame…” – Hannah Senesh
“Good words are worth much and cost little.” – George Herbert
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“Injustice anywhere is injustice everywhere.” – Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.
“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream”
– Amos 5:24
“You shall not judge unfairly” – Deuteronomy 16:18
“Wise men speak because they have something to say. Fools speak because they have to
say something” – Plato
“As long as the candle is still burning, it is still possible to work and to repair.” – Rabbi
Israel Salanter
“Everyone can look inside his or her soul and decide what he or she can do to make a
world at peace, to end this fighting that goes on every day around the world.” — Ruth
Gruber
"A candle is a small thing. But one candle can light another. And see how its own light
increases as a candle gives its flame to the other! You are such a light." — Rabbi Moshe
Davis
“Light is the shadow of God.” — Giordano Bruno, Italian philosopher, theologian
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”
– Edmund Burke
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SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMEMORATING KRISTALLNACHT WITH
COMMUNITY ENGAGING EVENTS

SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMEMORATING KRISTALLNACHT WITH
COMMUNITY ENGAGING EVENTS
• Begin with an Icebreaker e.g. the subjects of names.
Have attendees sit in a circle and tell about their names in only one or two
sentences. Who were they named for? What do they prefer to be called and
why?
Topics to Prompt Brief Discussions and Conversations
These can be done as plenaries or workshops. If as workshops, each
group should appoint a notetaker and spokesperson to present a brief
synopsis of each talk to all
•

•
•
•

Names as Identifiers. Naming to shame as practiced by the Nazis who
legislated the insertion of Sarah and Israel for every female and male
Jew.
Identify knowledgeable people in the community who can speak, lead
or moderate talks on:
Name-calling, Bullying and Antisemitism Today
Discussion of events that led up to Kristallnacht: Hitler’s ascent to
power, creation of Nuremberg Laws, Anschluss (annexation of Austria)
Immigration, Resistance and the Role of the Jewish Community in
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•
•

Germany and Austria
Taking Responsibility for the Holocaust: Germany and Austria Today
Using the quotes, divide attendees into small groups and give them a
subset of the quotes, ask them to choose one they consider most
powerful. After 15-20 minutes, stop the discussions and have a people
share with all the quotes about candles/ light and why they chose it.
For Young Families:

•
•
•
•
•

Provide materials for hands-on activities such as decorating candles or
drawing a picture of a candle for their window. Explain the power of
light in an age-appropriate way.
Remind children that just as in the story of Hanukah, the Jewish People
prevailed and are thriving.
Have them respond to questions such as: What does darkness/light
mean to you?
Explain the need for both darkness and light.
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/story?id=117447&page=1
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-light-and-dark/
There are many resources and you can download them from the New
Jersey Holocaust Commission on Education website:
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/
https://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/resources/
ttps://www.weareteachers.com/9-essential-lessons-for-teaching-the-holocaust/

Note: These are only a few ideas and suggestions. Choose from among them
and others or create and use your own. Then please share those with us for us
to share next year.
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