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Jerusalem @ 50
“Of the 10 measures of beauty that God 
hath bestowed upon the world, nine of 
these fall to the lot of Jerusalem.”
                  —THE TALMUD, KIDUSHIN TRACTATE

For 3,000 years, since it became the capital of 
the kingdom of Israel, Jerusalem has occupied a 
preeminent place in Jewish history—and in the 
Jewish heart. It has been home to the first and 
second Temples, seen their destruction, and been 
the source of Jewish longing throughout exile. 

“If I forget thee, O, Jerusalem, let my right hand 
lose its cunning,” the psalmist lamented. When we 
pray, we face Jerusalem, the destination for three 
annual pilgrimages in ancient times. We continue 
to flock there today, recognizing Jerusalem as the 
eternal capital of the Jewish people.

Today, Jerusalem, sacred to three major religions, 
is unified, if not necessarily united, its western and 
eastern neighborhoods homes to very different 
constituents. Yet it is the very cradle of Jewish life, 
and Israel’s emotional center—home to the Kotel, 
the last vestige of the ancient Temple, archeological 
sites such as the underground tunnels of the City 
of David, and the Knesset, Israel’s parliament 
today.

From independence to reunification
This has only been the case for 50 years in the 
history of the modern state. Following Israel’s War 
of Independence in 1948, up until the Six-Day War 
in 1967, Israel was a divided city, with Jews living in 
the western neighborhoods, while the holy sites 
of the its eastern neighborhoods remained under 
Jordanian rule.

In the lead up to independence, the United 
Nations recommended in its partition plan of 1947 

that a special government, under its auspices, 
should be created to rule the city of Jerusalem. 
The plan, which was to stay in place for 10 years 
and then be put to a vote of the city’s residents, 
was never implemented. Instead, as the British 
mandate over Palestine expired on May 14, 1948, 
Israel declared independence. Four hours later 
Egypt bombed Tel Aviv.

The war resulted in a newly independent country, 
but a divided Jerusalem. In 1949, Israel’s first 
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, declared the 
city its capital and ever since, all branches of its 
government—legislative, judicial and executive—
have ruled from there. Jordan took control of 
East Jerusalem, and formally annexed the area 
two years later.

The walled Old City, home to the holy sites of 
three major religions, now lay beyond barbed 
wire and concrete barriers, cut off from the 
western part of Jerusalem. Jordan allowed 
limited access to Christian holy sites, and placed 
travel restrictions on its Christian citizens. Jews 
were denied access to holy sites, the Kotel was 
turned into an exclusively Muslim shrine, and 
the 3,000-year-old Mount of Olives Cemetery 
was desecrated, with gravestones used to build 
roads, latrines and Jordanian army fortifications.

And so it remained until 1967. Although Israel 
pleaded with Jordan to remain neutral during the 
Six-Day War, Jordan's defense agreement with 
Egypt precluded that. On May 30, 1967, Jordan 
attacked West Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers battled 
their Jordanian counterparts on the Temple 
Mount in hand-to-hand combat, and Israel took 
hold of East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Three 
weeks after the war concluded, Israel extended 
its jurisdiction to those areas, including the 
city’s Christian and Muslim holy sites.

Introduction
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After 50 years, Jerusalem had been reunified. Israel 
restored Jewish and Christian access to these areas, 
as well as to the West Bank, although it avoided 
the use of the word annexation. The Temple Mount 
was left under the jurisdiction of the waqf, an 
Islamic religious trust. Access to the Western Wall, 
however, was opened once again to Jews.

Since 1967
Today, Israel’s rule over East Jerusalem remains 
controversial and subject to criticism. The 
international community considers Israel’s rule 
there and continued construction a violation of 
international law, even though many neighborhoods 
are long established and would be considered part 
of land exchanges should peace talks between 
Israelis and Palestinians resume. This remains 
one of the critical areas of disagreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians.

Since only western Jerusalem lay in Israel’s hand at 
the time it was declared the capital, Israel passed 
a law in 1980 declaring the city the “complete 
and united” capital. It remains a controversial 
move outside the country, with no other country 
recognizing it as the nation’s capital.

Since May 1967, Israel and the Jewish world 
celebrates the 28th day of the Hebrew month 
of Iyar as Yom Yerushalayim, or Jerusalem Day, 
commemorating the reunification of the city. Israel 
marks the day with parades, parties, singing and 
dancing, special meals and more. In Jerusalem, 
the mayor holds a public reception, and other 
state ceremonies and memorial service for those 
who died in the Six-Day War take place. In 2017, the 
50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, 
celebrations begin at sundown on Tuesday, May 23.

In 2017, the 50th anniversary of the reunification 
of Jerusalem, celebrations begin at sundown on 
Tuesday, May 23.

Jerusalem@50  
ties into JCCs of North America’s 

Centennial Celebration. 

Each month of the centennial 
year has a theme, and May 
highlights a connection to 

Israel, our Jewish homeland, 
culminating with Jerusalem@50. 

http://100.jcca.org/
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Jerusalem @ 50

Yom Yerushalayim Celebration
Program Ideas
Commemorate the 50th anniversary of Jerusalem.
Yom Yerushalayim celebrates the day in 1967 during the Six-Day War when Israel regained control over the Old 
City of Jerusalem. This year marks the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, with the celebrations 
commencing at sundown, Tuesday, May 23. 

Here are some ideas and resources that JCCs can use to help celebrate this historic moment!

Sounds and sights of Israel
Throughout the week of Yom Yerushalayim, the JCC’s 
sound system plays appropriate Jerusalem music 
and screens Jerusalem images and sights on a large 
screen placed by the JCC’s entrance/lobby.

On Yom Yerushalayim screen the official Jerusalem 
Day ceremony from the Kotel. Link will be provided 
when it becomes available.

Host a Community-wide Yom Yerushalayim 
Ceremony: The ceremony can include the following:
• Reciting Jerusalem poems* in Hebrew and English
• Local guest/singers to sing Jerusalem songs
• Screening of a short Jerusalem documentary film

Songs
Six Days in June:  
A collection of songs from the Six-Day War

Sights
Virtual 3D tours of Jerusalem: 
Walk freely and learn with 3D replicas of sites in 
Jerusalem

Photos
Photo Gallery of 6-Day War
CAMERA, the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East 
Reporting in America has a terrific photo gallery of 
the Six-Day War 

Interactive photo exhibit idea:
Post pictures of famous sites in Jerusalem on a 
physical board at the JCC lobby or on Facebook and 
invite JCC members to send their answers of the site 
of each photo. Announce the winners and give prizes 
(i.e., Israeli candy or Bamba) to create excitement.

Films
Six-Day War films  
Google search results
Six-Day War Israeli Victory Documentary 
Six Days in June - Israel's 1967 Victory 
Films on YouTube

Food
Plan a Jerusalem-themed “MasterChef”-style program 
where participants are invited to a cooking workshop 
or competition based on Jerusalem recipes.

Here is some inspiration:
•  11 Recipes from the Genius Yotam Ottolenghi
•  Jerusalem Has All the Right Ingredients,  
    by Julia Moskin, The New York Times
•  How to Make Hummus Like Chef Einat Admony
•  Janna Gur Brings You the Taste of Israel
•  What to Cook from Zahav

Art
Jerusalem’s 10 Contemporary Art Galleries 
You Should Visit  
Article by Virág Gulyás from Culture Trip website
Artists images of Jerusalem 
Google image search results

“Jerusalem: Art and Mystery," 
a photographic exhibition by Viviana Tagar 
A traveling exhibition available for free to JCCs. 
See box on next page.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj0YzK5bFoc&feature=youtu.be&list=PLds4l92_2zTnujG49ngOjp6rHpmo1tUVc
http://jerusalem.com/tour
http://www.sixdaywar.org/content/photos.asp
http://CAMERA, the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America
http://CAMERA, the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=6+day+war+movie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvisd4N3tZI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8jLKyHZTFM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8jLKyHZTFM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8jLKyHZTFM&feature=youtu.be
https://food52.com/blog/12643-11-recipes-from-the-genius-yotam-ottolenghi
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/31/dining/jerusalem-has-all-the-right-ingredients.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.tabletmag.com/scroll/186886/how-to-make-hummus-like-chef-einat-admony
http://www.jannagur.com/108704/recipes
https://food52.com/blog/14633-what-to-cook-from-zahav-by-michael-solomonov
https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/israel/articles/jerusalem-s-10-contemporary-art-galleries-you-should-visit/
https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/israel/articles/jerusalem-s-10-contemporary-art-galleries-you-should-visit/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Jerusalem+Artists&espv=2&biw=1194&bih=658&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa
http://d.jcca.org/download/Jerusalem_Art_and_Mystery_Exhibit_Viviana_Tagar.pdf
http://d.jcca.org/download/Jerusalem_Art_and_Mystery_Exhibit_Viviana_Tagar.pdf
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General Exhibit ideas for your J
Fallen soldiers exhibit: 
Display photos, diaries, poems, letters and other written 
materials of Israeli soldiers who were killed on the Six-
Day war. Prepare a small sign for each soldier listing his 
name, dates of birth and death and a short bio, including 
a description of the death circumstances. The opening 
of this exhibit should be on the eve of Yom Yerushalayim 
and the community should be able to visit the exhibit 
throughout the week. Place a large mailbox at the JCC 
entrance/lobby and invite members to add letters to 
Israeli bereaved families. (The JCC Israel Center will be 
happy to mail these letters to Israeli families who have 
lost a soldier during the Six Day War).

Mini Jerusalem: 
Create a mini Jerusalem, where you can hang famous 
Jerusalem street signs around the JCC, print and enlarge 
famous Jerusalem monuments and place them at 
different spots throughout the JCC.

Jerusalem quiz: 
Plan a show around Jerusalem and the Six-Day War and 
invite community members to participate in the final 
stage to take place on Yom Yerushalayim. Why not have a 
seniors team face off against your teens for some multi-
generational engagement? Or send out an online quiz 
and ask people to post results on Facebook. Or come up 
with your own quiz possibilities to let people shine in 
their knowledge of the Jewish homeland.

The Kotel at the JCC: 
Build a model of the Kotel (the Western Wall of the 
ancient Temple in Jerusalem) and invite JCC members 
to write notes that will eventually be sent to place in 
between the stones of the Kotel, according to tradition.

Ben Yehudah Street fair: 
Invite artists from Jerusalem and/or local artists to sell 
Israeli artwork. (Jewelry, ceramics, arts, Judaica, etc.)

Jerusalem’s shuk:
Offer a Jerusalem market place experience either at 
the JCC café or in the lobby. Offer a special Jerusalem-
influenced menu. If you have a local Israeli restaurant or 
other catering vendors familiar with the cuisine, invite 
them to set up a food court and sell food you’d find in 
Jerusalem.

Virtual trip to Jerusalem:
Work with your early childhood education team to plan 
a virtual trip to Jerusalem.

Actual Israel trip: 
Offer a community trip to Israel in honor of Jerusalem 
50th anniversary. This is a real trip open to all JCC 
members, planned and implemented by the JCC Israel 
Center.

“Jerusalem: Art and Mystery," 
a photographic exhibition by Viviana Tagar
Photographer and architectural journalist, Viviana 
Tagar is published regularly in top architectural 
magazines. Her photographs are widely exhibited in 
Israel and abroad, and have gained special recognition 
in South America. Viviana was born in Rome, and 
has lived and studied in Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, 
Switzerland and Israel.

About the Exhibition
The exhibition contains 32 pictures, presenting the 
importance of the capital, for the people of the three 
monotheistic religions, in an artistic and unique way. 
The exhibit depicts the daily life of Jerusalem, as well 
as its pluralistic glory. 

The mayor of Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, writes: 
"...Elegantly matching ancient and modern, her 
pictures surprise you with unusual and artistic 
perspectives, and urge you to discover the secrets of 
our great city. The hidden images are a celebration of 
colors, sounds, textures, tastes, history and dreams 
that make up the lives and people of Jerusalem. Viviana 
Tagar has selected a world of Jerusalem imagery 
that blurs divisions of time and culture, and reveals 
the city's underlying universality and our common 
denominator. I know that her images will inspire you 
to come to experience Jerusalem yourself." 

The exhibition has already appeared in many 
countries and is about to exhibit in the United States. 
The exhibition is presented at no cost by the Tagar 
Family. Viviana Tagar will be present at each opening 
ceremony and will inaugurate the exhibition.

Click here for more information
For further information, contact Asher Tagar  
at +972-547782651, asher.tagar@gmail.com

Traveling Art Exhibit  
AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO JCCS

https://www.google.com/search?q=names+of+fallen+soldiers+israel&espv=2&biw=1194&bih=658&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiTxc-f9_7RAhVK4YMKHcr3A6QQsAQILQ&dpr=1.25
http://d.jcca.org/download/Jerusalem_Art_and_Mystery_Exhibit_Viviana_Tagar.pdf
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Jewish Book Council’s recommended 
books about Israel:  

Israel: An Introduction
BY BARRY RUBIN
Review by Micah D. Halpern
Profusely illustrated with 
images, maps, tables, graphs, 
and sidebars, Israel: An 
Introduction is an unusually 
wide ranging overview of what 
makes Israel, Israel. The book 
covers Israel’s history as only 
one of many chapters, which 

include the land, people, society, government and 
politics, and economics, written by experts in each 
area. The section entitled Culture discusses a broad 
range of arts and activities — dance, literature, 
poetry, food, theater, film art, media, and sports.

Rubin’s goal in this book is to showcase the dynamic 
development of Israel and Israeli society in order 
to demonstrate that, contrary to prevailing media 
coverage, Israel is about much more than simply 
war and conflict, and that there have been and will 
continue to be great contributions from Israel. That 
aim could only be accomplished by taking the book 
out of the polemics of history and proving that Israel 
has value in these other realms, as well.

Israel: A History
BY ANITA SHAPIRA
Review by Micah D. Halpern
In Israel: A History Anita 
Shapira attempts to create an 
accessible one-volume history 
of the modern state of Israel, 
beginning, as one must, in the 
year 1881.

Most general histories are 
stymied by too many facts. 

They roll from fact to fact and deluge their readers 
with an overwhelming amount of detail that, while 
important, is too dry to enjoy and eliminates any 
pathos or real discussion of the significance of the 
topics.

Shapira brilliantly weaves together her his tory 
of Israel. She may be the narrator, but she allows 
history and historical characters—lead ers and the 
people—to speak for themselves.

In a way, this history reads like a novel and is as 
compelling as a mystery. Any reader to pick up 
this work knows how it ends. And yet, through her 
mastery of the subject matter and her passion for 
the history, Shapira sustains her readers’ interest as 
she takes them along a road full of twists of destiny 
that unfold in the miraculous story called Israel.

Shapira specifically did not want to write a history 
that went from war to war, which is the way the 
history of Israel is usually recounted. Shapira lays 
out a chronological tale and while she cannot help 
but deal with the wars, the work does not devolve 
into a history of the wars that Israel fought. The 
book becomes as much a history of why the wars 
were fought as what happened between the wars.

In short, this is a truly creative and exciting history 
of Israel.

Discussion Questions by Jewish Book Council

Books about Israel

http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book-reviewer/micah-d-halpern
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book-reviewer/micah-d-halpern
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/israel-a-history?A=SearchResult&SearchID=30008867&ObjectID=6034243&ObjectType=35
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Recommendations for some top Israel 
reading from iGoogledIsrael.com includes: 
Our Man in Damascus –Elie Cohen: A truly amazing 
story, this is a great read for those of you interested 
in Israel, and especially espionage enthusiasts.  
It will add depth and understanding of a crucial  
and fascinating story of a great man who died a 
master spy.

Mossad: 
The Greatest Missions of  
the Israeli Secret Service

BY MICHAEL BAR-ZOHAR  
AND NISSIM MISHAL
Continuing on with the espionage 
theme (such an intrinsic part of 
the development of Israel), this 
book tells us all about the most 
enigmatic, intelligence service 
in the world, which has long 
been shrouded in secrecy. This 
book highlights the greatest 

missions of the Mossad, as well as some of the most 
noteworthy failures that have tarnished the agency’s 
image.  Six Days of War – June 1967 and the Making 
of the Modern Middle East: The Six Day War in 1967 
was a moment that defined this small nation, and in 
fact, the whole of the Middle East. What is chilling 
about this book (which details the war in detail 
in a highly readable and very gripping manner), is 
that over forty years later, not much has changed, 
as the author points out. An exciting historical 
documentary, and not your typical war book!

A History of Israel:  
From the Rise of Zionism to Our Time

BY HOWARD M. SACHAR
A great book that does a fine 
job of supplying a detailed 
history of Israel. It’s a long read 
at well over 1000 pages long 
with a TON of well-researched 
information, but covers the rise 
of Zionism from the 1880s up 
to the assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin and is, despite its length, 

a great read. Quite possibly the definitive work of 
reference on the Palestinian-Israel issue.

ABC Israel
BY RACHEL RAZ
Review by  
Michal Hoschander Malen
The author/photographer 
presents Israel from A to Z 
through full page photos, 

from almond trees in bloom though zebras in 
the safari park in Ramat-Gan. In ABC format, 
she demonstrates the colorful, teeming, diverse 
excitement of life in Israel. A two-page spread at 
the back of the book educates further by devoting 
several sentences to amplifying and expanding on 
each photograph. This is an appealing introduction 
for American children to the sights and concepts of 
Israeli life and is recommended for ages 2-7.

Zvuvi’s Israel
BY TAMI LEHMAN-WILZIG
ILLUSTRATED BY KSENIA TOPAZ

Review by Marcia Berneger
Join Zvuvi, the fly, and his 
cousin Zahava as they buzz 
all around Israel. Beginning in 
Jerusalem, they zoom to dozens 
of interesting sites. With a 
smattering of facts about each 
location, accentuated by a 
few words in Hebrew and lots 

of excitement, the two flies show readers things 
that make Israel so special. Join them for lunch as 
Zvuvi nibbles “on a falafel ball that has fallen to the 
ground at Machaneh Yehudah...” Then find him as he 
hides in Soreq Cave and learn about stalactites and 
stalagmites along the way. The adventurous Zvuvi is 
almost swatted by a cook in Abu Ghosh, then barely 
escapes the jaws of an alligator in Hamat Gader. 
From lunch at Lake Kinneret to scuba diving in Eilat, 
the two flies cover the entire country. A map of 
Israel is included to help readers locate their many 
stopping points. Zvuvi’s Israel is both entertaining 
and informative; an excellent introduction to the 
many wonderful cities and attractions Israel has to 
offer. For ages 6–10.

Books for children:

http://igoogledisrael.com/
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book-reviewer/michal-hoschander-malen
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book-reviewer/michal-hoschander-malen
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book-reviewer/marcia-berneger
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Three Jerusalem Poems
BY YEHUDA AMICHAI

Jerusalem
On a roof in the Old City
laundry hanging in the late afternoon sunlight
the white sheet of a woman who is my enemy,
the towel of a man who is my enemy,
to wipe off the sweat of his brow.
In the sky of the Old City
a kite
At the other end of the string,
a child
I can’t see
because of the wall.
We have put up many flags,
they have put up many flags.
To make us think that they’re happy
To make them think that we’re happy.

Tourists
Visits of condolence is all we get from them. 
They squat at the Holocaust Memorial,
They put on grave faces at the Wailing Wall
And they laugh behind the heavy curtains
In their hotels.
They have their pictures taken
Together with our famous dead
At Rachel’s Tomb and Herzl’s Tomb
And on the top of Ammunition Hill.
They weep over our sweet boys
And lust over our tough girls
And hang up their underwear
To dry quickly
In cool, blue bathrooms.
Once I sat on the steps by a gate at David’s Tower. 
I placed my two heavy baskets at my side. A group 
of tourists was standing around their guide and I 
became their target marker. “You see that man with 
the baskets? Just right of his head there’s an arch from 
the Roman period. Just right of his head.” “But he’s 
moving, he’s moving!” I said to myself: “redemption 
will come only if their guide tells them, ‘You see that 
arch from the Roman period? It’s not important: but 
next to it, left down and a bit, there sits a man who’s 
bought fruit and vegetables for his family.’”

Poems about Jerusalem

Ecology of Jerusalem
The air over Jerusalem is saturated with prayers 
and dreams 
like the air over industrial cities.
It’s hard to breathe.
And from time to time a new shipment of history 
arrives 
and the houses and towers are its packing materials. 
Later these are discarded and piled up in dumps.
And sometimes candles arrive instead of people 
and then it’s quiet. 
And sometimes people come instead of candles 
and then there’s noise.
And in enclosed gardens heavy with jasmine 
foreign consulates, 
like wicked brides that have been rejected, 
lie in wait for their moment.

From Poems of Jerusalem by Yehuda Amichai.  
Tel Aviv: Schocken Publishing, 1987.

Click here for more poems by Yehuda Amichai

http://by Yehuda Amichai
http://www.hebrewsongs.com/artists-yehudaamichai.htm
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Jerusalem
BY NELL ZIER
Jerusalem: City of David, City of Gold. 
How many nations have ruled you, have trampled your holy streets? 
How many swords have pierced your aching soul? 
Men have thought to control your future, to destroy your golden Temple, 
to burn your fields of grain, to seal Your Eastern Gate.
No longer would you be a City of the Jews, 
no longer would the Shofar be blown, 
Now the Jews should find a new land, 
this City was no longer their home.
You were left without music - only with dark, 
No songs were heard singing - no candles gave light, 
You were left without joy, 
Only the crying of the mourners was heard.
For two thousand years, you sat there, alone, 
Waiting, waiting - forgotten, forlorn, 
Weeping tears of despair, lamenting, 
“Where have all My children gone?”
From the great Temple in Heaven, an awesome Voice was heard, 
“Oh Jerusalem, oh Jerusalem, no longer shall I wait; 
Now, stand back and see what I shall do! I am bringing your children Home, 
they shall again possess their land; 
Watch them build Your cities strong, 
Taste their new sweet wine, 
Listen to their voices shouting My Song, 
‘This is the City of G-d.’
Again, their music will fill your ears, their dancing will make you glad, 
My People shall remain there forever, Jerusalem, 
For I have restored their land.”

Nell Zier is the author of the suspense novel “Hashomer, The Watchmen”  
and the collection of poetry “Tapestry.” 

Holy Word, Holy People: 
POEMS FROM JERUSALEM BY RABBI MARK GREENSPAN
Click here to read Rabbi Mark Greenspan's poems online

http://www.oceansidejc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/jerusalempoems.pdf


Have questions?  
Need assistance planning your celebration of Jerusalem@50?
Contact Leah Garber, director, JCC Israel Center, at lgarber@jcca.org. 

Let us know how you choose to celebrate this moment in Jewish history. 
Share your ideas and suggestions in advance on our Listserv.

#Jerusalem@50JCC

Stephen P. Seiden  Chair
Harriet Blank  Chair, Israel Committee
Robin Ballin  Senior Vice President, Program Development
Leah Garber  Vice President and Director, JCC Israel Center

520 Eighth Ave, 4th floor | New York, NY 10018  
tel: 212-532-4949 | fax: 212-481-4174

JCC Israel Center | Solomon & Mary Litt Building 
12 Moshe Hess Street | Jerusalem, 9418513, Israel
tel: +972-2-625-1265 | fax: +972-2-624-7767

jcca.org

http://100.jcca.org/calendar/jerusalem-at-50/
http://jcca.org/what-we-do/jcc-israel-center/
http://jcca.org/people/leah-garber/

