
FAQs 

What is Federation?  

Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ (Federation) is the umbrella organization that supports and 

sustains Jewish life in the Greater MetroWest community, which includes Essex, Morris, Sussex, Union 

and East Somerset counties in New Jersey.  

Federation brings together individuals and organizations to enhance the lives of Jews locally and 

overseas by assisting those in need, providing Jewish education, caring for the elderly, advocating for 

social justice, fighting anti-Semitism, and standing in solidarity with Israel. Federation and its partner 

agencies offer many ways to live generously, connect with our heritage and build a vibrant Jewish 

community.   

Federation is the most effective way to reach, help and advocate for Jews wherever they live.   

Click here to view the Who We Are booklet 

What is UJA?  

The United Jewish Appeal (UJA) of Greater MetroWest NJ is the fundraising arm of Federation. Annually, 

the UJA campaign raises more than $21 million to support local and overseas agencies, and new 

community initiatives, as well as to respond quickly to the pressing needs that suddenly arise within the 

Jewish community locally and around the world.  

Is Federation similar to other non-profit organizations, like the United 

Way?  

Federation does show similarities to other non-profit organizations. We are a classified 501(c)3 

organization with a local and international structure. Within the state of New Jersey, Federation is the 

largest of 10 Jewish federations. In North America, Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ is the 

tenth largest Federation out of 155 federations.  

The Federations of North America are connected loosely under the national Jewish Federation 

organization, which provides support to local communities and international agencies that affect greater 

change in overseas Jewish communities.  

What is (a) federation?  

Federation is the heart and soul of North American Jewry's philanthropic and humanitarian activities. It 

embodies a 3,500-year-old tradition of caring that goes back to the giving of the Torah and sustains us in 

the bold pursuit of Jewish community, Jewish values, and Jewish peoplehood. Locally, Federation is the 

people who care enough to want to perfect an imperfect world. Federation is the passion of 

commitment, where tzedakah (charity/righteousness) and a sense of social justice can make a 

difference in someone's life.  
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What does Federation do, compared to other Jewish organizations? 

Federation is the one place that belongs to every Jew, the place where philanthropy, volunteerism, and 

shared commitment come together to make a difference, to repair the world. As part of a continent-

wide system, Federation has the capacity to reach every Jew in need with a social-service network 

unparalleled in the world. These resources and the experience and reach of our two preeminent 

overseas partners – The Jewish Agency and American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee – enable us to 

bring life-saving and life-sustaining caring to all Jews in need. And it brings North American Jews into 

direct, personal, meaningful partnerships with the people of Israel through many innovative programs.  

What is the North American Jewish community's relationship to Israel?  

A strong, secure Israel is the bedrock of the global Jewish community. Through our overseas partners, 

Federation and North America's federations have played – and continue to play – a pivotal role in 

Israel's remarkable story of immigration, renewal, and growth.  

Where does my money go?  

A gift to the United Jewish Appeal (UJA) of Greater MetroWest NJ annual campaign provides 

unrestricted funds to meet urgent, ongoing humanitarian and social service needs of the global Jewish 

people, to encourage and support Jewish education and Jewish community, and to strengthen the 

relationship between North American Jews and the Israeli people. Part of your gift remains right in the 

community, helping to strengthen the Greater MetroWest community, a premier provider of programs 

to safeguard and enhance Jewish life at home. Part goes to meet overseas needs through our partners. 

These dollars help build the Jewish homeland and rebuild strong Jewish communities in over 60 

countries around the world.  

How can I get involved?  

Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ is the place that builds community, and you are the spark to 

that flame. Your efforts play a pivotal role in relieving an older person's hardships, affirming for a child 

the powerful values of Jewish tradition and continuity, and helping others perform the wonderful 

mitzvah of saving Jewish lives and Jewish life. There are many volunteer and leadership opportunities 

available in a variety of areas, including Women’s Philanthropy, NextDor, Global Connections, 

Community Relations Committee, Jewish Community Foundation, Jewish Women’s Foundation of New 

Jersey, Missions, and more. Throughout the year, Federation sponsors educational, cultural, and social 

events that touch any number of interests. Making a gift to UJA is another way to support and celebrate 

life in the community.   


