
We’ve had conversations…
• with professionals and lay leaders from our 27 partner agencies 
 to discuss how we can collaborate even more to better meet 
 the increasing needs of our community;
• within our Board to improve our capabilities, and our external
 communications, so that we can better tell you, our 
 generous donors, how your contributions make the most impact;
• with our area religious leaders, elected officials, and members of 
 the community at large, to ensure that Jewish voices and values are 
 articulated and heard in the public arena.

There’s no denying the fact that it was a tumultuous year. It was a year of…
• violent attacks against Jews and others throughout Israel, Europe, 
 and the rest of the world;

As the Jewish community continued to grow and flourish in 2015-2016, the Jewish 
Community Foundation (JCF) continued to adjust and modify the way we do business, 
so that we will remain current and always poised for new challenges in the years ahead.

Looking back on the year, I recall many accomplishments that stem from the efforts of 
our JCF team. 

• In coordination with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, JCF has led our 
 community’s participation in the Create A Jewish Legacy program. This 
 collaboration with our local agencies and synagogues has put in place a 
 new tool to help these institutions build their individual endowments
 and, beyond that, reinvigorate their fundraising and donor cultivation efforts. 
• Through the Day School Initiative, we launched a program called Tuition 
 MAX, a community-wide commitment limiting qualified middle income 
 families to pay a maximum of 18% of their adjusted gross income for day 
 school, regardless of how many children are enrolled. 
• We partnered with Fiduciary Technology Partners to provide a web-
 based software system that lets us efficiently and securely manage and  
 engage with donors. This system delivers practical financial reporting,  
 daily evaluations, seamless grant-making ability and reporting, and      
 tailored online donor and advisor access, while providing online statements, 
 grant recommendations, and tax letters. 
• We inaugurated what will hopefully be an Annual Investors Meeting  
 series, led by Peter Langerman, Chairman of the Investment Committee.   
 During our first meeting, he addressed the community on the investment 
 performance and was joined by our investment consultant from Prime 
 Buchholz.
• We passed two leadership batons this year. First, Robert Kuchner agreed 
 to succeed me in my role as President of the JCF starting July 2016. Bob 
 brings extensive communal and financial experience to the position. 
 Daniel Staffenberg, who served as JCF’s Executive Director, has been 
 promoted to Chief Development Officer for Federation, and Stanley 
 Stone has taken the reins as JCF’s new executive director.  

I am reminded of the following story in the Talmud. One day Honi was journeying on 
the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree. He asked, “How long does it take for 
this tree to bear fruit?” The man replied, “70 years.” Honi then further asked him, “Are 
you certain that you will live another 70 years?” to which the man replied, “This man 
found a world containing full-grown carob trees. Just as my ancestors planted those 
trees for me, so I now plant them for my children.” To everyone who has planted for 
the future by making a commitment to support JCF, todah rabbah. Thank you. You are 
ensuring that we touch lives here, in Israel and throughout the world.
 
  
 Scott Krieger   
 President, 2014-2016  
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Three years ago, Lauren 
brought her nephew Sam 
and his younger brother 
into her family when Sam’s 
mom (her sister) passed 
away. With the family 
instantly growing from two 
to four children, Lauren 
did not think her sister’s 
dream of Jewish camp for 
her children would ever be 
possible. Last summer, Sam 
attended Camp Harlam for 
the first time, thanks to a 
One Happy Camper grant 
and a scholarship from 
the Jewish Federation of 
Greater MetroWest. Upon 
viewing a video of Sam 
singing and dancing to 
Jewish songs, smiling from 
ear to ear, and holding 
hands with other Jewish 
children, Lauren shared, 
“It was an incredible 
moment of happiness and 
peace for me, knowing 
that my sister’s son is 
experiencing the fun and 
beauty of being Jewish.”



• the rise of anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sentiment on college 
 campuses and in our communities nationwide;
• increased polarization, on issues ranging from the Iran Nuclear Deal, 
 to the Syrian refugee crisis, to the presidential campaign. 

Throughout all of this turmoil, our job as a Federation is to keep the lines of 
communication open and to bring people together. Not just in times when 
we’re all on the same page, but, more importantly, when we’re not.

LOCAL CONVERSATIONS
The summer of 2015 was dominated by the Iran debate. Our Federation 
Board overwhelmingly voted to issue a statement urging rejection of the 
proposed Nuclear Agreement unless certain parameters were addressed. 
We had many conversations with members of our community on both 
sides of the issue and, led by our Community Relations Committee, we 
consulted, we convened, and we educated ourselves and our whole 
community. What we learned through this and discussions about other 
issues of concern is that our community looks to Federation to be the 
convener, the source for information and, when absolutely necessary, the 
voice of the Greater MetroWest Jewish community.

OVERSEAS CONVERSATIONS
Overseas we maintained our commitment to help build people-to-people 
partnerships and civil society, and to encourage religious pluralism in Israel. 
We also supported Jewish life in more than 70 countries around the world, 
including...

• life-saving aid for those living in untenable circumstances in Ukraine;
• assistance to all those who chose to make Aliyah and start new 
 lives in Israel, including 5,000 French Jews;
• the secret rescue of the last remaining Jews living in Yemen. 

EXTENDING THE CONVERSATION
One of our primary goals this year was to bring the conversation about 
Federation and what we do to a larger segment of the community. And 
we changed the conversation from “What can you do for Federation?” to 
“What can Federation do for you?”

This was the first year of our newly formed Outreach and Engagement 
department and we accomplished a lot in just one year. This year we…

• started to connect with people where they are, literally and figura-
 tively, by focusing on being both geographically diverse and hyper
 local;

• lowered the barriers to entry by running programs and events that are 
 relevant, unique, and fun such as young leadership gatherings, 
 volunteerism programs, and our synagogue leadership initiative;
• merged with the Partnership for Jewish Learning and Life, enabling us 
 to focus even more attention on the younger members of our 
 community and their families through programs such as JTot and JKids, 
 JTEEN, PJ Library, One Happy Camper, and the Day School Initiative.

CELEBRATING OUR DONORS & COMMUNITY MEMBERS
This year, we’ve taken the time to recognize the many groups that make ours 
such a vibrant community.

• We held our first Shorashim event, an opportunity for us to recognize 
 and thank the donors, at all levels of giving, who have ensured that 
 their generosity will last far into the future through legacy gifts.
• We held Super Sunday at two separate locations, in Whippany and 
 Scotch Plains, as well as, for the first time, in our partner communities in  
 Israel and even connected with them via live video.
• We celebrated our young leaders and our Women’s Philanthropy.
• We celebrated our teens and college students.
• We celebrated our partner agencies and the amazing work they do, and 
 the volunteers who donate their time and energy to those in need.
• We celebrated our partnerships with Israel on a daily basis with the   
 presence of our rishonim and shlichim, the young Israeli emissaries who  
 come each year to spread their enthusiasm throughout the community.

Our conversation is always changing and responding to the times, but our 
values remain constant. We care for those in need, we build a strong Jewish 
community, and we save the world, one person at a time. We are incredibly 
proud of, and grateful for, all those in the community who volunteer their time, 
who donate much-needed dollars, who engage, who speak out, who commit, 
who enlighten, who take responsibility, who encourage — all those who are our 
partners in this vibrant, thriving Greater MetroWest Jewish community.

Thank you. Toda. 
 

  
Leslie Dannin Rosenthal   Dov Ben-Shimon
Federation President   Federation CEO/Executive Vice   
     President
     

Cultivating a Love of Israel

Josh Malchman, who grew up in 
Morris Plains, discovered his love 
of Israel as a member of the pilot 
GMW Diller Teen Fellows program 
more than ten years ago. “I had been 
to Israel once before,” he said, “but 
this program gave me a taste of 
what real life in Israel is like.” After 
graduating from high school, Josh 
returned to Israel and spent time on 
a kibbutz – it was then he realized 
that he needed to make Aliyah and 
serve in the IDF. Throughout this 
transition – before, during, and after 
his military service – Federation 
has been there providing support, 
comfort, and companionship. And 
post-service, thanks to the help of 
our JCF’s H. Steven and Nancy Roth 
Education Fund which provides 
need-based college scholarships 
to GMW immigrants in Israel, with 
preference for those who have 
served in the IDF, Josh is finishing 
up his college degree at the 
InterDisciplinary Center Herzliya 
specializing in Counterterrorism/
Homeland Security and Global 
Affairs. “Thanks to Federation, I am 
one step closer to creating a life for 
myself in Israel.”

Holocaust Twinning 
Program Changes Lives

When Cathy and Dennis Klein 
and their twin daughters, Becky 
and Evie, were preparing for 
their b’nai mitzvah, they learned 
about Twin with a Survivor, 
a program of Federation’s 
Holocaust Council. The girls 
were paired with survivor Ruth 
Ravina. Ruth was born at a 
“very inconvenient time, exactly 
two years before the Germans 
marched into Poland.” Becky 
and Evie pledged to learn Ruth’s 
story of survival and share it 
on the 100th anniversary of the 
liberation of the concentration 
camps. But, what started as a 
simple mitzvah project to learn 
more about the Holocaust has 
evolved into a close, personal 
relationship. The Kleins and 
Ruth have shared family dinners 
together and the family has 
supported Ruth during medical 
crises. This life-changing 
experience for the girls and 
their parents has given them 
an invaluable appreciation of, 
pride in, and dedication to 
their Judaism. “It changed our 
perspective on life and on being 
Jewish,” Cathy said.
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