
Yom HaShoah 2020

On this day dedicated to remembering the 6 million Jews who died
during the Holocaust and to honouring Holocaust survivors, I bring
greetings from the Hamilton Jewish Federation and the Holocaust 
Education Committee.

Although we are forced to physically distance ourselves from one 
another to prevent the spread of the pandemic, this online forum 
provides us with the opportunity to come together in a very meaningful
way across the nation. 

Each year, as we remember all those who suffered, all who were lost
and the pain of those who survived, commemorations such as this are
important not only as a means for us to support each other in our grief,
but to focus our desire to act.

Incidents of racism are on the rise around the world.  The need to call
out acts of hatred and to remind the world where they can rapidly lead
is immediate.

This is the focus of our work on the Holocaust Education Committee.
We tell the stories not only of the victims and the survivors, but also
the stories of those who stood up to help.

What does it mean to stand up to help today?  It means that we speak
up and call out acts of racism in every form. And it means that we 
educate - especially parents and teachers, so that they can teach
children about the hurt that racism can cause and what it can lead to. 

It also means that we reach out and truly connect with others, both in
our communities and around the world, to promote understanding and
compassion.

The paradox that has become apparent during this crisis is that the
very act of being isolated has given us reason to do the opposite: to
connect with others and to look to our fellow human beings and see
things through their eyes. 

Around the world, individuals, charities and businesses are delivering
groceries, preparing food, making and donating medical supplies, 
creating music and performing many other kindnesses as we struggle
to cope with the physical, emotional and financial costs of the 
pandemic.

Will these new ways of caring for each other continue when the 
pandemic is over?  It is up to each of us.


